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+ BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

 Your Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, most honorable exarch of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, our beloved brother and concelebrant in the Holy Spirit; most reverend and right reverend Metro-
politans and Bishops; very reverend Clergy, Monastics and Deacons; distinguished Delegates of Communities 
and Parishes; most honorable Archons of the Mother Church; representatives of the greater institutions of 
the Holy Archdiocese; esteemed and beloved members of the General Assembly of the National Philoptochos 
Society and the National YAL Conference; participants one and all of this festive and historic 46th Clergy-Laity 
Congress: May the grace and peace of God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, and the sanctification of the 
All-Holy Spirit, along with our own Patriarchal love, blessing and prayer, be with you.
 We were deeply overjoyed to learn the news that the anniversary 46th Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America will convene this coming July 3–7, 2022, within the framework of the con-
secration of the National Shrine of Saint Nicholas at Ground Zero in New York City during the days of the 
national celebration of the Declaration of American Independence. We further congratulate Your Eminence 
fraternally on the choice of the triptych theme for the congress: “Legacy – Renewal – Unity.” There can be no 
sustainable renewal in the Church unless it derives from an inherited deposit and contemporizes its precious 
values. Genuine progress is always measured by whether and to what degree it forges the blessed unity of the 
Church.
 Every proposal, initiative, or decision within the context of your Clergy-Laity Congress must highlight 
the Church as “the mystery of what is new in the world” and promote the ecumenical principles and dimen-
sions of our Orthodox faith. The life of the Church in its entirety incarnates fidelity to tradition as a timely 
witness “for the hope within us” and as a response to the pursuits of humankind, whose flesh was assumed by 
Christ as the Savior of the world. The Church receives and transforms, but never rejects. We cannot service 
humankind when we ignore, undermine, or reject the culture within which human life unfolds. Here, too, 
the Patristic expression is valid: “The unassumed is unhealed; and what has been united to God has also been 
saved.” In the Church, culture is purified and sanctified, thereby being rendered an element of our salvation.
 Such was the presence of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America for an entire century, during 
which it has wisely transcended the barriers of identification with the world and self-isolation apart from the 
world. Instead, it has addressed the mind and heart of its faithful with a view to cultivating their creative 
participation in ecclesiastical matters. Without the contribution of the entire body of the church, without the 
“ministerial work” of the faithful, the service and witness of the Church is diminished. This offering on the part 
of the plenitude is nourished by the mystery and sacraments of the Church, which is precisely why it is rightly 
described as “the liturgy after the Liturgy,” inasmuch as it too is an image of the Kingdom to come, the “new 
creation” (2 Cor. 5:17), “a new heaven and new earth . . . where righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13).
 In this spirit, then, we bless your forthcoming festive Clergy-Laity Congress and pray that its delibera-
tions will in every way prove successful, that its conclusions will be pleasing to God and to His Church. Finally, 
we bestow on all of you and your loved ones, as well as to those who contributed to the organization and who 
will participate in its sessions, the grace, mercy, and illumination of the God of wonders.

June 3, 2022
Your beloved brother in Christ

and fervent supplicant before God
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople
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8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0192  •  Telephone: (212) 570-3511  •  Fax: (212) 570-3592
Email: archbishopoffice@goarch.org  •  Web Site: www.goarch.org

July 2, 2022 

Beloved members of the Sacred Archdiocese of America, 

As I welcome you to the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress in this centennial year of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America — the premier Eparchy of the Mother Church of 
Constantinople — I commend this prophetic utterance to you all: 

Ἔσται γὰρ ὀ νέος ἐκατὸν ἐτῶν… 
For the young person shall be one hundred years old… (Isaiah 65:20) 

We are indeed celebrating the centenary of the Archdiocese as a ‘young person who is 
one hundred years old.’ We are a vital, healthy and vigorous Church with untapped strengths, 
as well as a faithful and beloved community of devotion. The history of our communities in 
America is a tale of inspiration and success. But let no one say that our best days are behind 
us! Truly, these past one hundred years — and in the case of many communities, more than 
one hundred — have seen tremendous advancements and accomplishments, but there are 
many more yet to come. 

This Clergy-Laity Congress is a wondrous opportunity to share our stories and reflect 
on our common legacy. The emergence of the Greek Orthodox Church in America is a narrative 
of tremendous courage, incredibly hard work and dedication to the future. Our celebration of 
those spiritual giants — both clergy and lay — who came before us and upon whose 
shoulders we stand, will renew our spirits. 

And with such renewal, let us spread our wings and fly toward the future as one holy 
flock. Our unity in Christ is the key to our success for the next one hundred years. May we all 
affirm our oneness as this God-protected Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate — the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Long may we stand shoulder to shoulder as brethren in 
oneness of heart and mind, through the grace and love of God. Amen! 

With much paternal love in Christ, 

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 
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Ἀγαπητὰ μέλη τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς,

 Καλωσορίζοντάς σας στὴ 46η Κληρικολαϊκὴ Συνέλευση τῆς Ἱερᾶς 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς, τῆς σημαντικότερης ἐπαρχίας τῆς Μητρὸς Ἐκκλησίας 
τῆς Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, κατὰ τὸ ἔτος αὐτὸ τῆς ἑκατονταετηρίδας, σᾶς 
ἐπισημαίνω τὸ λόγο τοῦ προφήτη:

«Ἔσται γὰρ ὁ νέος ἑκατὸν ἐτῶν» (Ἠσ. 65:20)

 Πράγματι ἑορτάζουμε τὴν ἑκατονταετηρίδα τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας 
ὡς «ἔφηβο ἡλικίας ἑκατὸ ἐτῶν»! Ἀποτελοῦμε μιὰ ζωντανή, ὑγιῆ καὶ δυναμικὴ 
ἐκκλησία μὲ ἀνεξάντλητες δυνατότητες, μὲ πιστὰ μέλη καὶ κοινότητες μὲ 
πολυσχιδὲς ἔργο στὴν κοινωνία. Ἡ ἱστορία τῶν κοινοτήτων μας στὴν Ἀμερικὴ 
ἀποτελεῖται ἀπὸ συναρπαστικὲς στιγμὲς ἔμπνευσης καὶ ἐπιτυχίας. Ὅμως ἂς μὴ 
θεωρήσουμε ὅτι αὐτὰ ἀνήκουν στὸ παρελθόν, διότι τὰ καλύτερα ἕπονται! Κατὰ 
τὴ διάρκεια αὐτῶν τῶν ἑκατὸ ἐτῶν, ποὺ γιὰ κάποιες ἀπὸ τὶς κοινότητές μας 
ἦταν ἀκόμη περισσότερα, ζήσαμε ἐπιτυχίες καὶ προόδους, ἀλλὰ περιμένουμε 
πολλὰ περισσότερα νὰ ἔρθουν στὸ μέλλον.

 Ἡ παροῦσα Κληρικολαϊκὴ Συνέλευση ἀποτελεῖ μία ἐξαιρετικὴ εὐκαιρία 
νὰ μοιραστοῦμε τὶς ἐμπειρίες μας ποὺ ἀποτελοῦν τὴν κοινή μας παρακαταθήκη. 
Ἡ παρουσία τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς εἶναι μία συνεχὴς πορεία 
ἐκπληκτικοῦ θάρρους, ἀπίστευτης σκληρῆς δουλειᾶς καὶ ἀφοσίωσης στὸ 
μέλλον. Ἡ μνήμη τῶν πνευματικῶν γιγάντων, κληρικῶν καὶ λαϊκῶν, ποὺ 
ἀποτέλεσαν τοὺς προδρόμούς μας πρὸς τὸ μέλλον, μᾶς ἀνανεώνει καὶ μᾶς 
συνέχει πνευματικά.  

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0192  •  Telephone: (212) 570-3511  •  Fax: (212) 570-3592
Email: archbishopoffice@goarch.org  •  Web Site: www.goarch.org
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 Ἂς ἀνοίξουμε, λοιπόν, τὰ φτερά μας καὶ ἂς πορευθοῦμε πρὸς τὸ μέλλον 
ἑνωμένοι ὡς μία καὶ ἁγία ποίμνη. Ἡ ἑνότητα αὐτή, ὅταν πραγματοποιεῖται ἐν Χριστῷ, 
εἶναι τὸ κλειδὶ τῆς ἐπιτυχίας μας γιὰ τὴν ἱστορικὴ συνέχεια τῆς θεοφρούρητης αὐτῆς 
ἐπαρχίας τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς, στὰ 
ἑπόμενα ἑκατὸ χρόνια. Ἂς συνεχίσουμε λοιπὸν χέρι μὲ χέρι ὡς γνήσιοι ἀδελφοί, 
ἔχοντας τὴ χάρη τοῦ Θεοῦ, μὲ ὁμόνοια ψυχῶν καὶ σωμάτων. Ἀμήν.

Μετὰ πολλῆς πατρικῆς ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπης,

† ὁ Ἀμερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος
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+ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON
formerly of AMERICA

To His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros

and the distinguished Clergy and Laity Participants

of the 46th Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

It is with great joy that I greet all participants in the 46th Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America. The entire body of our faithful across the country are fully aware of the awesome 

responsibility placed upon your shoulders as you so lovingly work for the well-being, growth and progress 

of our Church in America, preciously cherished by all.

This year we celebrate the centennial of our beloved Archdiocese. As true members of the family of 

God you will certainly seize the opportunity to reflect yet again upon our great heritage rooted in the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate, our Mother Church, which is the very source of our ecclesial being. This is indeed 

the time to also ponder on what has been built these last one hundred years, to consider our profound 

responsibilities as Greek Orthodox Christians and to take note of the moment’s significance in the life of 

our Church in America.

The 46th Clergy-Laity Congress is designed to mark our Church's ongoing progress toward a brighter 

tomorrow despite the devastating effects of a harsh epidemic. In fact, its theme, “Legacy - Renewal - Unity", 

captures the sense of movement forward and invokes the sense of promise that only the followers of Jesus 

Christ can have. Indeed, as the Church of God, what better way is there for us than to proceed together 

in unity, as one family under the inspiring leadership of Archbishop Elpidophoros, with our hearts turned 

in expectation toward the future?

Gathered together this summer in New York, may you be blessed to purposefully and concretely lay plans 

that will carry our faithfuls' hopes to fulfillment. May you begin the work that will adequately prepare the 

Church for the challenges it will face in the next decade and beyond.  And may you proceed with assurance, 

knowing that our God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — will guide your every step.

† Spyridon,

former Archbishop of America
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New York, NY
July 3, 2022

To His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros
and the distinguished Clergy and Laity Participants
of the 46th Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America:

Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God now and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

(Revelation of John 7:13).

 We wholeheartedly chant this superb doxological hymn to the almighty and merciful 
God on the exciting and joyful centennial celebration of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America and on the inspiring convening of the 46th Biennial Congress.

 For the past one hundred years, the faithful people of the Archdiocese, by overcoming 
enormous obstacles and painful ordeals, they managed, with the help of God, not only to 
survive but to excel in progress and success in major areas of social and professional accom-
plishments, in business, in academia, in culture, in government and in politics. Following the 
assignment by the Lord, I have set you as a light in the Nations that you should be for salvation 
to the ends of the Earth (Acts 13:47), they generously offered Orthodoxy as faith, love and 
worship, and Hellenism as language, history and culture to North America, to South America 
and beyond.

 Such a past and present reality at the completion of the first one hundred years of the 
Archdiocese, strongly suggests an even better and brighter vision of the future, remembering 
the words of the Lord Jesus Christ: Behold, I have set before you an open door which no one is 
able to shut (Revelation of John 3:8).

 Warmest congratulations to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and Her 
amazing pleroma, and a heartfelt welcome to the beginning of the second centennial beyond 
Christ’s open door.

I congratulate you and embrace you  
prayerfully and with deep love and highest  

esteem in Christ our Lord and God,

+ Archbishop Demetrios, formerly of America
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My Brothers and Sisters ίη the Household of God, 

lt is with a deep sense of reverence that we gather at this 46th Biennial Clergy
Laity Congress not only to assemble as a family to conduct the important work of 
the Church, but especially to honor the accomplishments of our forebearers who 
founded this Archdiocese 100 years ago. Οπ the occasion of this auspicious 
centennial, it is only natural to reflect οπ the past, assess our present-day 
circumstances, and look to what the future may hold for us as Orthodox Christians 
living ίπ this great country. 

lt was a remarkable achievement for immigrants to transport the ancient faith of 
their homeland to distant shores and make it part of the fabric of these United 

States. lndeed, one cannot tel1 the story of American religious life ίπ the last 
century without mentioning the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Our 
faithful laity and clergy have changed the landscape of this nation, not only ίπ 
gilded domes but also ίπ their great piety and the philanthropic phronema that 

flows from such fidelity to the Christian ethos. 

We need to look πο further for an example of this faith than ίπ the way our Church 
faced the recent pandemic. Our parishes met this challenge with prayer and 
outreach to those most affected by this scourge. When disaster strikes, Greek 
Orthodox Christians have been a shining example of endurance ίπ the face of 
adversity. Perhaps there is πο better symbol for such perseverance than the St. 
Nicholas National Shrine rising from the ashes of Ground Zero. This small ecclesial 
community has a large message of faith for us all-that even the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against Christ's Church. 

The historic beginnings and resilience of our Church ίη America should give us all 
hope for the future. Νο doubt, there will be challenges that lie before us ίη the next 
one hundred years, but we will meet them the way the Apostle Paul taught us
with faith, hope, and Ιονe. May our Ιονίηg God continue to bless this Holy 
Archdiocese and watch over us all ίπ the years to come. 

With Archpastoral Ιονe, 

-f ,ι1-y ί '� ttL �/'ύ)
METHODIOS 
Metropolitan of Boston 
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-f ,ι1-y ί '� ttL �/'ύ)
METHODIOS 
Metropolitan of Boston 

162 Goddard Λνcηιιc. 13rooklinc. l\ΙΛ 02+!5-7-tl-t • Tclcpl1onc: (617) 277--t7-t2 • Fax: (617) 739-9229 
\\'cb: ,v,,,,_,,_bosro11.goarcl1.0Γg • c-n1ail: n1crropolis@bosto11.goa1·cl1.org 
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 Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh 

5201 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15232 • Tel.: (412) 621-5529 • Fax: (412) 621-1522 • Web: pittsburgh.goarch.org • E-mail: info@pittsburgh.goarch.org 

Your Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, esteemed clergy, and devout faithful of our 
sacred Archdiocese of America, 

“According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid 
the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For 
no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each 
one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; 
and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work which he has built 
on it endures, he will receive a reward.” (1 Cor 3:10-14) 

Over 100 years ago, faithful Greek Orthodox Christians voyaged from their homes to flee poverty or 
oppression, and to create better lives and provide for their families.  Along with their culture, 
identity, language, and work ethic they also brought with them a deep devotion to God, cultivated 
since the time of St. Paul’s missionary journeys to Greece, resilient through centuries of oppression, 
now strengthening them as they left their land for the new world. 

The communities they formed were blessed by the vision and leadership of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate when, in 1922, he provided them with a formal structure and more tangible connection 
to the Mother Church.  And within that structure, these parishes of faithful Orthodox Christians 
flourished, led by dedicated hierarchs, priests, and lay leaders, bringing hundreds of thousands of 
souls into communion with God through the Holy Mysteries in their parishes.  As these communities 
multiplied, the mother Church deemed it necessary to form districts, then dioceses, and then 
Metropolises, allowing for close ministry between the communities and the larger Church, united 
and sustained by the indivisible Eparchy of the Archdiocese.   

Since its founding, this sacred Archdiocese has grown from around 150 parishes to over 550, covering 
49 states, the District of Columbia, and the Bahamas, and it has nurtured a multitude of faithful who 
give their lives, talents, treasure, and time to service of the Lord, His parishes, and those in need in 
the surrounding area.  This growth does not represent a plateau, but a beginning – the culmination of 
a blessed century of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, and the start of a second century marked with 
great hope and promise.  As we journey into the next hundred years, building upon the labors of 
those who came before us, we must commit ourselves to furthering the work they commenced, 
recognizing that by bringing the light of Christ to our children and neighbors, they too will find the 
joy and peace that passes all understanding and will build “with gold, silver, precious stones,” upon 
the foundation, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  With fraternal esteem and love in the Lord, 

+SAVAS
Metropolitan of Pittsburgh

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh

5201 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 • Tel: (412) 621-5529 • Fax: (412) 621-1522 • Web: pittsburgh@goarch.org • Email: info@pittsburgh.goarch.org
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August 1, 2022 
Procession of the Precious Cross

Beloved in the Lord, 

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to His purpose.” 

Romans 8:28

It is with a joyful heart full of thanksgiving to God that we celebrate the centennial of our
beloved Archdiocese. These past 100 years have truly elevated the prominence of the Greek
Orthodox Church in America. What began as a dream quickly grew into a reality as the Greek
Orthodox faithful found strength in numbers and began establishing parishes throughout the
United States.

As we gathered in New York for the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress, I pondered on the 
theme Legacy, Renewal, Unity, and how these three words carry with them such depth as they 
relate to our history, yet give us a tremendous hope for the future. It is the legacy of all those 
who served the Archdiocese in those early years that established the foundation of faith upon
which we are all grateful recipients today. And it will take our continued collaboration, working 
together in oneness of mind, spirit and love to preserve and promote our Holy Archdiocese for
the next 100 years and beyond. 

When I reflect on the over 40 years I have been blessed to serve as an ordained clergyman in this 
Archdiocese, I am immensely proud of the vision of all our leaders and faithful who persevered 
over the past 100 years to build up the Body of Christ and grow the Orthodox Church by 
spreading the light and love of Jesus Christ through all the world. 

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco, as one of the original districts in our 
Archdiocese, has been at the forefront of ministry and we are eager to continue supporting the 
good works of our Archdiocese and share the messages of Legacy, Renewal and Unity from
coast to coast. We also offer our ongoing love and ardent support to the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and defending religious freedom for our Mother Church. 

Beseeching the blessings of Jesus Christ, through the power of His Precious and Lifegiving 
Cross, that our Holy Archdiocese may always be under the watchful care of the Lord, I remain, 

With Love in Christ, 

Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco
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Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago

IEPA ΜΗΤΡΌΠΌΛΗ ΣΙΚΑΓΌΥ

July 3, 2022 

Beloved Faithful, 

Christ is in our midst! He is, was, and ever shall be! 

It is with great joy that we gather in New York City for our biennial Clergy-Laity Congress 
coinciding with the Centennial celebration of our Holy Archdiocese of America. From 
throughout our nation, delegates from our parishes and chapters of the National Philoptochos 
Society, as well as participants of our National Young Adult League will celebrate our past 
and prepare firm foundations for our future. 

Apart from deliberations and planning for the days ahead, we will honor the achievements of our 
forebears who valiantly labored to organize, strengthen, and sustain our Church here in America 
over the last century despite the difficulties and challenges facing each generation. We rightly 
marvel at what has been accomplished, the flowering of seeds planted mostly by those who came 
to this country with so little.  

Yet we must learn from those who have since bequeathed to us an inheritance beyond value 
among our families, our communities, and parishes. Their legacy must not only be honored, but 
we must “increase the grace entrusted to us” for the generations who will follow. Therefore, let 
us renew our commitment as stewards of our Holy Archdiocese, being united in the Lord to 
proclaim the Gospel in America and to every nation during these special days in New York and 
forevermore.    

Therefore, we express our gratitude to our co-chairs Chrysanthy Demos and Nick Karacostas 
together with the very many volunteers who have intensely labored with love to host us, as well 
as to all who have gathered in faith, hope, and love for this opportunity to support and sustain 
our Holy Archdiocese into its next century of service in the Lord. Truly, Christ is in our midst! 

With love in Christ Jesus, 

+NATHANAEL
Metropolitan of Chicago
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF EXISTENCE IN THE UNITED STATES 

A MESSAGE FROM HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ATHENAGORAS OF MEXICO 

It is with sincere appreciation that I have been asked to participate in the 100th 
Anniversary since the establishment of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, with 
a congratulatory message.   

Born in Chicago, over many years I have been honored to serve Parishes in Canada, 
Michigan, Chicago and New York, and in 1982, to be consecrated by His Eminence 
Archbishop Iakovos of blessed memory as his Auxiliary Bishop. 

Since its establishment, the Church in America has assumed a most important role in the 
life of Orthodoxy in the West.  The establishment of hundreds of Parishes, with 
impressive Churches and complexes, is a testimony to the role that Hierarchs, clergy and 
devoted faithful have played during these past 100 years.   

Thanks to the efforts and support of the Ecumenical Patriarchate throughout this 
past Century and since 1991 the impressive and important contribution by His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, the Church of America is a shining light 
and beacon of hope for the future of Orthodoxy in the United States.        

Without a doubt  since  the  immigration  influx of  Greeks  from  Greece in the 1960´s and 
70´s a new era of hope became a reality.  Under the strong leadership of then Archbishop 
Iakovos, new Parishes were established.  This was a period where the beautiful and 
impressive Community complexes were built throughout the United States. Many 
new Greek Parochial Schools were opened thus giving our new immigrant 
families the opportunity to give their children the capacity to learn and speak Greek 
and to live the culture of our Hellenic heritage. 

There is no question that, at this juncture of her presence, the Greek Orthodox Church in 
the United States is living a period of change.  The Church of America is now challenged 
to seek the moment and look to the future, without necessarily abandoning our 
understanding of who we are as a Church and as people whose parents and 
grandparents were Greek immigrants, and what is expected of future generations 
so that, while we embrace this new reality we make every effort to be proud of 
our background and the life and future given to us by our priests and parents. 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF EXISTENCE IN THE UNITED STATES 

A MESSAGE FROM HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ATHENAGORAS OF MEXICO 

It is with sincere appreciation that I have been asked to participate in the 100th 
Anniversary since the establishment of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, with 
a congratulatory message.   

Born in Chicago, over many years I have been honored to serve Parishes in Canada, 
Michigan, Chicago and New York, and in 1982, to be consecrated by His Eminence 
Archbishop Iakovos of blessed memory as his Auxiliary Bishop. 

Since its establishment, the Church in America has assumed a most important role in the 
life of Orthodoxy in the West.  The establishment of hundreds of Parishes, with 
impressive Churches and complexes, is a testimony to the role that Hierarchs, clergy and 
devoted faithful have played during these past 100 years.   

Thanks to the efforts and support of the Ecumenical Patriarchate throughout this 
past Century and since 1991 the impressive and important contribution by His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, the Church of America is a shining light 
and beacon of hope for the future of Orthodoxy in the United States.        

Without a doubt  since  the  immigration  influx of  Greeks  from  Greece in the 1960´s and 
70´s a new era of hope became a reality.  Under the strong leadership of then Archbishop 
Iakovos, new Parishes were established.  This was a period where the beautiful and 
impressive Community complexes were built throughout the United States. Many 
new Greek Parochial Schools were opened thus giving our new immigrant 
families the opportunity to give their children the capacity to learn and speak Greek 
and to live the culture of our Hellenic heritage. 

There is no question that, at this juncture of her presence, the Greek Orthodox Church in 
the United States is living a period of change.  The Church of America is now challenged 
to seek the moment and look to the future, without necessarily abandoning our 
understanding of who we are as a Church and as people whose parents and 
grandparents were Greek immigrants, and what is expected of future generations 
so that, while we embrace this new reality we make every effort to be proud of 
our background and the life and future given to us by our priests and parents. 
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I have confidence in our Hierarchy and in particular to the clergy, the priests and our 
devoted faithful laymen and women, who are in the forefront of this challenge.  I strongly 
believe that with the Grace of the Holy Spirit guiding our steps, the Church will realize its 
mission to reach into the future with the confidence that Orthodoxy has a valid and 
important role to play in the future of this American mosaic.  

With a grateful heart for the life that I have been given, as a product of this great Greek 
American experience, I offer my humble and heartfelt congratulations as we celebrate 
our 100th anniversary. 

  CHRIST WAS, AND IS, AND ALWAYS WILL BE. 

+Metropolitan Athenagoras of Mexico,  
Exarch of Central America, 

 the Island Countries of the Caribbean, Colombia and Venezuela, and 
President of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of Latin America     

I have confidence in our Hierarchy and in particular to the clergy, the priests and our 
devoted faithful laymen and women, who are in the forefront of this challenge.  I strongly 
believe that with the Grace of the Holy Spirit guiding our steps, the Church will realize its 
mission to reach into the future with the confidence that Orthodoxy has a valid and 
important role to play in the future of this American mosaic.  

With a grateful heart for the life that I have been given, as a product of this great Greek 
American experience, I offer my humble and heartfelt congratulations as we celebrate 
our 100th anniversary. 

  CHRIST WAS, AND IS, AND ALWAYS WILL BE. 

+Metropolitan Athenagoras of Mexico,  
Exarch of Central America, 

 the Island Countries of the Caribbean, Colombia and Venezuela, and 
President of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of Latin America     
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PATRIARCADO	ECUMENICO	
Sacra	Arquidiócesis	de	Buenos	Aires	y	Sudamérica	

Lerma	260.	C1414AZF	CABA.	Argentina.	Τηλ.	+54	11	45085402-04.	www.ortodoxia.com.ar	

Prot.	No.	23-2022.	

His	Eminence		
Archbishop	Elpidophoros	
of	America	

New	York.	U.S.A.	

Your	Eminence,	

From	one	of	the	most	distant	and	humble	jurisdictions	of	
the	 Ecumenical	 Throne,	 allow	 me	 first	 to	 extend	 my	 deep	 gratitude	 for	 the	
willingness	 and	 initiative	 to	 include	 my	 greeting	 and	 reflection	 on	 the	 100th	
anniversary	 of	 the	 Archdiocese	 in	 the	 commemorative	 book	 for	 this	 auspicious	
occasion.		

When	 Ecumenical	 Patriarch	 Meletios	 IV	 Metaxakis	 of	
blessed	 memory	 made	 the	 decision,	 back	 in	 1922,	 that	 the	 jurisdiction	 of	 the	
Americas	 would	 return	 to	 its	 natural	 See,	 the	 Mother	 Church	 - our	
Ecumenical	Patriarchate -	 it	 truly	 marked	 a	 milestone	 in	 its	 life	 and	 history.	 His	
vision	 and	 his	 initiative	 - clearly	 ahead	 of	 his	 time -	 gave	 ecclesiastical	
hypostasis	 to	 a	 group	 of	communities	 as	 heterogeneous	 as	 the	 geography	 and	
the	 extension	 that	 housed	 them	 - from	 Alaska	 to	 the	 Patagonia -	 but	 with	 a	
common	 denominator:	 the	 same	 Faith;	 the	 same	 Inheritance;	 the	 same	
Consciousness;	 and,	 finally,	 the	 same	Conviction	 to	maintain	 and	 to	project	 it	
over	time	in	these	distant	latitudes,	then	called	the	"New	World".	

Today,	 after	 one	 hundred	 years,	 the	 always-pioneering	
initiative	of	 the	Ecumenical	Patriarchate	 is	 justified.	 It	 is	 justified	because	 it	was	
the	 authentic	 pastoral	 and	 missionary	 zeal	 of	 our	 Mother	 Church	 that	 led	 it	 to	
gather	 and	 organize	 our	 ancestors	 under	 a	 legitimate	 structure,	 which	 would	
guarantee	the	conservation	and	projection	of	 that	"common	Conscience."	 It	 is	
justified	 because	 it	 was	 the	 Ecumenical	 Patriarchate’s	 always	 innovative	 and	
universal	perspective	that	allowed	it	to	transcend	geography	and	cultural	limits	to	
create	 a	 diverse	 and	 varied	 community,	 based	 on	 the	 "unity"	 that	 only	 springs	
from	 the	 joint	 experience	 of	 Christ.	 It	 is	 justified	 because	 even	 today	 - after	
the	necessary	 and	 imperative	 administrative	 changes	 made	 for	 the	 good	 of	 the	
one	 "body" -	 it	 sees	 the	 fruits	 of	 that	 primitive	 community	 spread	 across	
generations,	diversified,	 multiplied,	 but	 above	 all	 things	 a	 community	 that	 has	
maintained	 its	 original	 consciousness	 and	 its	 indelible	 ties	 with	 the	 Mother	
Church,	which	 are	 the	guarantee	 of	 achievement,	 progress,	 and	 support	 in	
the	 same	 faith	 of	 the	ancestors.	
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The	 history	 of	 the	 Ecumenical	 Patriarchate	 in	 the	
Americas	 is	 the	very	 life	of	our	communities	born	much	more	than	a	hundred	
years	ago	and	organized,	nurtured,	 increased,	renewed	and,	 finally,	multiplied	by	
men	and	women	sent	by	the	"Spirit",	who	gave	life	and	testimony	so	that	"dream"	
would	not	only	be	a	simple	institution,	but	principally	an	attainable,	living	reality,	
sustainable	over	time,	a	reality	with	a	vital	content	not	only	for	fellow	citizens	and	
brothers	 in	 faith,	 but	 for	 all	 men	 and	 women	 of	 good	 will,	 always	 made	 firm	
through	 the	certainty	 that	 they	were	 the	"light	of	the	world	and	salt	of	the	earth".	
(Mt.	5:	13-16).	

Our	 perennial	 tribute	 is	 to	 all	 those	 men	 and	 women,	
clerics,	 and	 laity	 who	 made	 – and	 continue	 to	 make -	 possible	 the	 life	 of	 the	
“community”	 to	be	extended	 through	 time;	however,	we	must	not	 remain	 in	 the	
mere	 "chronology":	 what	 matters	 to	 us	 is	 the	 "content"	 - the	 essence -,	 ἡ	
Παρακαταθήκη,	which,	remaining	 intact,	always	pure,	and	 legitimate,	allows	time	
to	evolve	not	linearly,	but	obliquely,	towards	“eternity”.	For	if	contingency	is	not	
an	excuse	for	the	eternal,	then	the	mission	of	the	"body"	is	naturally	consumed	
by	 chronology:	 it	 is	 the	 judgment	 of	 time	 that,	 when	 judging	 the	 superfluous,	
naturally	condemns	it	to	disappearance.	

Orthodoxy	 in	 the	 New	 World,	 through	 this	 centennial	
institution,	has	given	the	societies	of	all	the	countries	in	which	it	has	a	presence	a	
new,	 creative,	 and	 legitimate	 spiritual	 proposal	 that,	 without	 a	 doubt,	 has	
increased	 and	 enriched	 them.	 Outside	 of	 religion’s	 "pseudo-pious	 ghetto,"	
Orthodoxy	 in	 the	 New	 World	 "realized"	 through	 the	 then	 Archdiocese	 of	 North	
and	South	America	- and	now	through	the	diverse	jurisdictions	of	the	Patriarchate	
in	 the	 Americas -	 a	 dynamic	 spiritual	 testimony	 -	 “vital”	 I	 would	 say -	 as	
already	part	 of	 the	 history	 of	 this	 very	 region.	 It	 is	 no	 longer	 a	 strange	 element,	
but	 has	already	been	"naturally	 assimilated."	 It	produces	a	kind	of	 "existential	
catalyst"	that	 many	 have	 adopted	 in	 order	 to	 experience	 the	 Divine	 in	 the	 most	
direct	 and	 legitimate	 way.	 The	 result	 is	 full	 “openness”	 and	 a	 rather	
new	 way	 of	“relationship”	experienced	by	those	who	join	this	ancient	Tradition,	
that	 although	 “born”	 in	 the	 Middle	 East,	 has	 the	 necessary	 “ontological	
flexibility”	 to	 “be	realized”	– to	be	lived	and	experienced -	throughout	time	and	
in	all	places,	and	for	all	people,	as	it	so	happened	here,	in	the	New	World.	

Your	Eminence,	

Along	 with	 these	 humble	 considerations,	 allow	 me	 to	
express	my	heartfelt	wishes	on	this	anniversary	for	a	fruitful	and	successful	tenure	
and	mission	as	Primate	of	this	great	jurisdiction	of	the	Ecumenical	Throne,	so	that	
you	may	continue	to	guide	it	under	the	reflection	of	your	illustrious	predecessors	–	
always	anchored	in	the	consciousness	of	our	Phanar	and	the	countenance	in	Christ	
– along	with	the	other	holy	hierarchs,	co-Cyreneans	who	form	the	Holy	Eparchial 
Synod,	the	auxiliary	bishops,	the	sacred	clergy	and	all	the	lay	institutions	that	are 
an	active	part	of	it.
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	 A	 long	 history	 unites	 our	 current	 jurisdictions,	
chronologically	 from	the	year	1922	 to	 the	year	1996.	But	even	more	so,	an	
indissoluble	spiritual	bond	unites	us:	it	is	the	commitment	to	cooperate	hand	
in	hand	so	that	Orthodoxy	in	these	latitudes	continues	to	develop	and	project	
itself	to	make	this	"New	World"	a	"Better	World".	
	

ΧΡΟΝΙΑ	ΠΟΛΛΑ!	
ΕΙΣ	ΠΟΛΛΑ	ΕΤΗ,	ΔΕΣΠΟΤΑ!	

	
Buenos	Aires,	May	27th	2022	
	
	
	
	
	

+Iosif	of	Buenos	Aires	
Primate	and	Exarch	of	South	America	
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
 

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238 
(201) 871-1355 T    Archdiocese@antiochian.org    (201) 871-7954 F 
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July 2022 

Your Eminence Archbishop ELPIDOPHOROS and all the Most Reverend and Right Reverend 
Hierarchs of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, Reverend Clergy and Honorable 
Representatives of the Laity who have gathered for the Clergy-Laity Congress, and beloved Brothers 
and Sisters throughout the Greek Archdiocese, 

Grace and peace to you through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Joined by my brother hierarchs, the reverend clergy, esteemed trustees, and pious faithful of 
our Antiochian Archdiocese of America and Canada, I offer sincere congratulations on your 
centennial celebration! This is indeed an important milestone. Although history is measured in 
millennia in our traditional Orthodox lands, here in the New World any institution that reaches a 
century has shown true staying power. As each of our Orthodox jurisdictions in America reaches 
this mark of maturity, we all rejoice, for as St. Paul declares, “when one member is honored, all 
rejoice together” (1 Cor. 12:26). 

Indeed, we ought to strive to be more together year after year, collaborating as sister jurisdictions 
and getting to know one another as fellow believers. Unity in love and friendship makes us stronger, 
and (more importantly) it pleases the Lord “like myrrh upon the head flowing down upon the beard 
of Aaron” (Ps. 132:2). We have a long tradition of collaboration with the hierarchs of the Greek 
Archdiocese, and we now continue working with Your Eminence Archbishop ELPIDOPHOROS 
and your brother hierarchs with good intentions and brotherly faith, for the advancement of Holy 
Orthodoxy. 

We also salute you on the beginning of your deliberations in the Clergy-Laity Congress. It is 
important for us all to give careful attention to building up the Church and all her ministries. St. Paul 
exhorted the presbyters of the church of Ephesus, “Take heed to yourselves and to the entire flock 
in which the Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers, in order to shepherd the Church of God which 
He redeemed with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). In a sense, this charge can be extended to everyone 
entrusted with leadership in the Church. We must all take care to protect and nurture Christ’s flock. 

With prayers for a successful congress and a joyfully centennial celebration, I remain, 

Yours in Christ, 

 
+JOSEPH 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

His Eminence 
The Most Reverend 

Metropolitan JOSEPH 

Archbishop of New York and 
Metropolitan of 

All North America 

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
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July 2022 

Your Eminence Archbishop ELPIDOPHOROS and all the Most Reverend and Right Reverend 
Hierarchs of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, Reverend Clergy and Honorable 
Representatives of the Laity who have gathered for the Clergy-Laity Congress, and beloved Brothers 
and Sisters throughout the Greek Archdiocese, 

Grace and peace to you through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Joined by my brother hierarchs, the reverend clergy, esteemed trustees, and pious faithful of 
our Antiochian Archdiocese of America and Canada, I offer sincere congratulations on your 
centennial celebration! This is indeed an important milestone. Although history is measured in 
millennia in our traditional Orthodox lands, here in the New World any institution that reaches a 
century has shown true staying power. As each of our Orthodox jurisdictions in America reaches 
this mark of maturity, we all rejoice, for as St. Paul declares, “when one member is honored, all 
rejoice together” (1 Cor. 12:26). 

Indeed, we ought to strive to be more together year after year, collaborating as sister jurisdictions 
and getting to know one another as fellow believers. Unity in love and friendship makes us stronger, 
and (more importantly) it pleases the Lord “like myrrh upon the head flowing down upon the beard 
of Aaron” (Ps. 132:2). We have a long tradition of collaboration with the hierarchs of the Greek 
Archdiocese, and we now continue working with Your Eminence Archbishop ELPIDOPHOROS 
and your brother hierarchs with good intentions and brotherly faith, for the advancement of Holy 
Orthodoxy. 

We also salute you on the beginning of your deliberations in the Clergy-Laity Congress. It is 
important for us all to give careful attention to building up the Church and all her ministries. St. Paul 
exhorted the presbyters of the church of Ephesus, “Take heed to yourselves and to the entire flock 
in which the Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers, in order to shepherd the Church of God which 
He redeemed with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). In a sense, this charge can be extended to everyone 
entrusted with leadership in the Church. We must all take care to protect and nurture Christ’s flock. 

With prayers for a successful congress and a joyfully centennial celebration, I remain, 

Yours in Christ, 

 
+JOSEPH 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

His Eminence 
The Most Reverend 

Metropolitan JOSEPH 

Archbishop of New York and 
Metropolitan of 

All North America 
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65 Overlook Circle ● New Rochelle NY 10804-4501 ● USA 

+1 (914) 633-9000 ● diocese@easterndiocese.org ● www.easterndiocese.org 

                

THE BISHOP OF EASTERN AMERICA 
THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 

 
ЕПИСКОП ИСТОЧНОАМЕРИЧКИ 

СРПСКЕ ПРАВОСЛАВНЕ ЦРКВЕ 
 

E. No. 196 
May 14, 2022 
 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
NEW YORK CITY 
 

LEGACY, RENEWAL, UNITY: A MEANINGFUL CENTENNIAL IN AMERICA  
 

“History, tell me who you are, so that I may know who I am?” 
St. Nicholai of Zhicha, Ochrid, and All Orthodoxy, 

1921 Founder and First Administrator 
Serbian Orthodox Diocese in the USA and Canada 

 
Your Eminence, Beloved Archbishop Elpidophoros, 
 
It is, indeed, with immense joy and profound appreciation that I am privileged to congratulate 
Your Eminence, your distinguished hierarchy, cherished clergy, venerable monastics, and 
faithful laity on the Centennial Celebration of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and 
its many milestone accomplishments over the past 100 years – Legacy, Renewal, Unity. 
 
Legacy – How glorious it is to behold the Holy Archdiocese of America of the Great Church of 
Christ, ever advancing and building upon the firm foundations set by its pioneering forebearers 
and founders. As such the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is truly at the forefront of 
promoting the rightful place of Holy Orthodoxy and the spirit of Hellenism in society at large. 
 
Renewal – Through the leadership of Your Eminence in the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops of America, our common witness to the United States is manifest in promoting 
ecumenical, interfaith, ministerial, social, and philanthropic outreach, while fostering inter and 
pan-Orthodox unity. 
 
Unity – The fragrant laurels of our unity are laid visibly before us in our pan-Orthodox liturgical 
concelebrations. Gathered as one Church around the common Eucharistic Chalice of our Lord, 
this is confirmation par excellence of the indivisible unity of our faith, love, and oneness in Christ.  
 
Finally, for us, who herald from the Serbian Orthodox Church, our brotherly relations are also 
firmly intertwined through our shared history. As such, I am ever mindful of the inscription cleft 
into the frieze of the National Archives in Washington, DC – “Past is Prologue to the Future”.  
 
May it be so and may this Centennial Celebration be the jubilant initiation of the next 100 years! 
 
With fraternally love in Christ,  
 
 
 
+IRINEJ 
Bishop of Eastern America 
The Serbian Orthodox Church  
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May 11, 2022 
005/01 

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
Archbishop of America 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
10 E 79th St 
New York, NY 10075-0106 

Your Eminence, Dear Brother and Concelebrant in the Lord’s Mysteries, 

Christ is risen! Indeed He is risen! 

I extend my fraternal congratulations to Your Eminence, and to all the clergy 
and faithful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, on the 100th 
anniversary of the Archdiocese. 

The hierarchy, clergy, and laity of the Orthodox Church in America have long 
cherished good relations with our fellow Orthodox Christians in the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese. Through our shared participation in the Assembly of 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops, we strive toward ever greater unity in Christ. 
Through inter-jurisdictional organizations such as International Orthodox 
Christian Charities, Orthodox Christian Fellowship, Orthodox Christian 
Mission Center, and Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry, we present a 
common witness of our faith toward the world. Cooperation among our 
seminaries, parishes, clergy, and faithful have borne much fruit. 

Thus, with thanksgiving for our past good relations, with joy in our present 
cooperation, and with hope for our future shared efforts, I heartily commend 
Your Eminence on this important anniversary. I pray that God grant many 
years to Your Eminence, and to all the clergy and faithful of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese, and I implore the Lord that the light of your labors may 
continue so to shine before men, that they might give glory to our Father in 
heaven (cf. Matt. 5:16). 

Your Brother in Christ, 

+TIKHON
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada
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    HELLENIC REPUBLIC 
   THE PRIME MINISTER 

 

      Athens, 1 July 2022 

        

The 100th anniversary is a landmark moment for every institution; it is a time for 

reflection about the accomplishments of the past and the challenges of the 

future. Back in 1922, just as the Greek American community, those early 

immigrants, were asserting their voice and standing up to bigotry and 

discrimination, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America was established, 

giving a point of reference to every individual parish, as well as a connection 

between these parishes.  

 

The Greek Orthodox Church has played a vital role in the history of Hellenism, 

nurturing its values and traditions. It has been inextricably linked with many of 

the struggles of the Greek people and the modern Greek state, while serving 

as a beacon of tradition, culture, and the promotion of the Greek language, a 

mission it has carried on not only in the United States, but across the globe, 

highlighting the presence of the Greek Diaspora in every corner of the world.  

 

It is in this path that the Greek Orthodox Church in America has moved in these 

past 100 years. As the long protective arm of the Holy Patriarchate of 

Constantinople towards the nation emigrating from the horrors of war or the 

poverty of the motherland, its purpose was to become the warm nest for millions 

of Greeks to keep their Hellenic identity, providing also a sense of coherence 

to that community.  

 

At the same time, it provided spiritual comfort and guidance, as well as a sense 

of connection with the broader Orthodox faith across the world. The history of 

the Greek Orthodox Church in America is inextricably linked to the history of 

Greek immigration to the U.S., from its early days to today. For generations of 

Greek Americans, it is a point of reference, a place of belonging and an 

unbreakable link with the homeland. 
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This year’s anniversary is an opportunity for all of us to turn our minds to the 

thousands of priests and millions of faithful who devoted their lives into the 

service of God and their compatriots; their fellow citizens. It is their work that 

enables all of us today to come to this celebration, proud of the achievements of 

the Greek American community and their place is the life of their country, also 

serving as the unshakable bond between their new home and the motherland. 

Clergy and laity - hand in hand - managed a miracle in the past 100 years. I am 

confident that this amazing journey will continue in the next 100. 

Kyriakos Mitsotakis  
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It is therefore only natural that the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America has been 
at the forefront of the efforts to organize all these keepers of the Greek Orthodox 
flame, embodying more than 100 years of history, hope and achievement. 

From assuming the responsibility of establishing and engaging local parishes, to 
establishing and running Greek schools, to making them keepers of the Greek 
language and traditions, the Greek Orthodox Church in America has kept the flame of 
Hellenism alive at the heart of the United States. 

The 46th Clergy-Laity Congress, coinciding this year with the celebrations of the 100th 

anniversary of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, takes therefore a new 
meaning; co-existence and interconnection between the clergy and the laity lies at the 
foundation of the role of the Greek Orthodox Church ίη the lives of the Greek diaspora 
ίη the United States. Hellenism -the Greek immigrants- form the backbone of the 
Archdiocese, offering it their unwavering loyalty and services, so that it grows and 
embodies the aspirations of the faithful, their dreams and their achievements. Theirs 
is a dialectic relationship, reflecting the long historical process that imbued the nation 
with the values of Christianity leading to this unbreakable bond between Hellenism 
and Orthodoxy. 

With full confidence that this joint voyage will continue unabated in many years to 
come; Hellenism and Orthodoxy walking through history side by side, intertwined, 
and inseparable, the dual nature of our collective consciousness and national identity. 

Along with my colleagues, the Consuls General ίη Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, New 
York, San Francisco, Tampa, as well as the Consuls in Atlanta and Houston, 1 send my 
best wishes for a productive and successful 46th Clergy-Laity Congress and a glorious 
anniversary for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

αι 
Ale�a Papado 

gg /? �ddt:MAN-dt!!��,I .%t!1nN-t!1 91:"� �.,.{�ο/��Ηι g' � goocY 
g;"/6/.ιΙ,ηη,.· .i?O.i?-.98.9- /800, �117-· .i?O.i?-.98.9- /8.i?/, �m-,,;6/.·,,?ιιι�m-�-�ι',#,ι@��ιιι 
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Ambassador Arthur Sinodinos AO 
 

1145 17th Street NW, Suite GP410, Washington DC 20036-4707 Tel: +1 (202) 797-3133 

 
 
 
 
It is a pleasure to extend warm greetings and congratulations to the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America on its centenary in America. 
The theme of ‘Legacy-Renewal-Unity’ is a call to reflection on the Archdiocese’s role in 
the civic and spiritual life of the United States yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
 
We recall the courage of Greek migrants who ventured to this New World in search of a 
better life for themselves and their children. And the role that the Church played in 
settling them in, providing material and spiritual support and understanding, helping 
them to navigate their new circumstances. 
 
The establishment of the Archdiocese and its recognition under law in 1922 was a 
milestone in the development of the Church in America, bringing new energy and 
structure to the Church and its outreach to the faithful across this great country.  This 
has resulted in a network of schools, theological seminaries, welfare bodies and youth 
leagues that carry the torch of Orthodoxy into the twenty first century. 
 
A special mention of Archbishop Elpidophoros who has led the Archdiocese with such 
zeal and integrity since his enthronement in 2019.  He is a charismatic leader who is 
laying the foundations for the next hundred years of success. 
 
With best wishes for a fruitful and uplifting Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress this coming 
July.  
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T H E  C I T Y  O F  N E W  Y O R K  
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  M A Y O R  
N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y  1 0 0 0 7

July 3, 2022 

Dear Friends: 

It gives me great pleasure to join His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros in welcoming everyone to New 
York City for the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

Established in 1922 and headquartered in Manhattan, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America has 
united generations of people in fellowship and prayer, and today it comprises more than 500 churches that 
serve approximately 1.5 million worshippers nationwide. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
organization has continued to uplift Greek Americans by hosting online services, sharing public health 
information, and establishing a relief fund to assist individuals experiencing financial hardship.

Guided by its theme of “Legacy, Renewal, and Unity,” this week’s congress will bring together attendees 
from across the United States to honor the centennial of this vital faith organization with liturgical 
services, cultural programs, ministry panel discussions, a history exhibit, a grand banquet, and more. It 
also includes the much-anticipated consecration of the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine at the World Trade Center, a beautiful new house of worship that stands on the site of a 
historic church that was destroyed in the tragic attacks of September 11, 2001. As you gather to celebrate 
this milestone anniversary, I applaud the Archdiocese’s leadership, clergy, staff, and parishioners for the 
positive impact they have made in the five boroughs and beyond. I look forward to the many ways this 
vibrant spiritual community will continue to grow in faith as we work together to come back stronger 
from the pandemic and create more hope, opportunity, and prosperity for all. 

On behalf of the City of New York, please accept my best wishes for a productive and inspiring Congress,
and an enjoyable stay for all those visiting our city for this wonderful event.

Sincerely,

Eric Adams
Mayor
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PERMANENT MISSION OF GREECE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

MESSAGE  
by H.E. Mrs. Maria Theofili

Ambassador,
Permanent Representative of Greece to the United Nations

New York, 1 June 2022

It was in 1922 that Greek Orthodox Christians in America took the bold step to unite their churches 
by forming the Archdiocese of America. Today, 100 years later, we commemorate and celebrate that 
historic moment that allowed for the Gospel of Christ to be disseminated in America and beyond.

Looking back, one cannot but marvel at the Archdiocese’s many important accomplishments over 
the years. Through its extensive network of parishes, but also through the establishment of venerable 
organizations and institutions like the Hellenic College and Holy Cross School of Theology, the Saint
Basil Academy and the Saint Michael’s Home, to name just a few, and the adoption of numerous 
important and far-reaching projects and initiatives, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese has changed the 
lives of many and it has brought love, peace, and care to millions of our brothers and sisters all over the 
country.

I would be remiss if I didn’t also mention the vast and crucial work of the Archdiocese in the field 
of philanthropy, turning love into deeds and helping and nurturing those in need in all aspects of their 
lives. The COVID-19 Relief Fund is just one perfect example of the many instruments that are utilized
daily by the Archdiocese to reach out and help the community at large.   

The Archdiocese also acts as a quintessential pillar of Hellenism. Greeks in America have always 
gathered around their churches and parishes, taking care of each other and strengthening the sacred 
bonds with the motherland, while maintaining and reinforcing the ties with our vibrant diaspora and 
bringing unity and perspective to all our compatriots abroad. 

Looking ahead, we should all feel grateful and blessed to have a beacon of love and hope and 
the message of Christ in the Archdiocese. I am personally confident that the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese’s mission, under the illustrious leadership of our beloved Archbishop Elpidophoros, will
further expand and strengthen, keeping the warm light of Orthodoxy alive in our hearts.

Maria Theofili
       Ambassador

Permanent Representative
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Your Eminence, dear members of the Greek-Orthodox community of 
North America,
 
It is an honor and a privilege to have this opportunity to greet you 
and congratulate all of you on the Centennial of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America.
 
One of the unifying elements for all Hellenes has been, for nearly 
17 centuries, the Greek Orthodox Church, and at its helm, the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople. It has served as a bastion 
of faith, a beacon of hope and a backbone for our identity throughout 
the world. 
 
This beacon of light is by extension relayed here, in America, through 
the Archdiocese, which proudly and faithfully carries the message 
of Orthodoxy and Hellenism to our communities and also to the 
American nation.
 
It is an honor to be associated with the Archdiocese as an official 
representative of the Republic of Cyprus in New York, and to have 
the support and cooperation of all those affiliated with it, both clergy 
and lay persons. 
 
I want to extend my best wishes for the next hundred years of 
activity, impact and guidance of the Archdiocese in America. May 
we stay strong, united, full of love and light, into the future.
 
Michalis Firillas
Consul General of Cyprus, New York
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• 
Coω.ufado §εnε'l.af dε φanama 

124 CHESTNUT SτREET, SunE 1 
PHILADELPHIA, ΡΑ 19106 

ΤΕι: (215) 574-2994 FAx: (215) 574-4225 
EMML: panama@foreignconsulate.com 

Philadelphia, May 2022 

For me ίt ίs an honor and a pleasure to address this message to our 
spiritual leader His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, 
expressing my most sincere congratulations on the Centennial 
Celebration of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and at 
the same time my warmest greetings on the occasion of the 46th 
Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress. 

The Ancient Greeks separated themselves ίn history by 
questioning the how and the why and the Orthodox Church 
answered those questions by promoting, preserving and 
ultimately being the Great Church of Jesus Christ. The Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America is an institution that has 
nurtured our Orthodox and Hellenic values and ideals in this 
United States of America, one of the greatest democracies the 
world has ever known since its birth in Greece. America is indeed 
the land of the free. Freedom of speech. Freedom to think. 
Freedom to pray. 

As the Consul General of the Republic of Panama ίn Philadelphia 
the city of brotherly and sisterly love, 1 am proud of my Hellenic 
Roots and my Orthodox faith. 1 am grateful for the light that ίs the 
Greek Orthodox Church in America and pray for its continuing 
illumination for ages to come. 

·4ot���as�v1
Consul General of Panama 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Office of the President

It is my great joy and honor as President of Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of
Theology to offer congratulations from our entire community of students, faculty, staff, and alumni
on the hundredth anniversary of the founding of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

As we celebrate this momentous milestone at our 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress, let us be
mindful that every Congress is an important and memorable event not only in the lives of those who
are able to attend but equally in the hearts and minds of all the faithful in our Archdiocese.

It was at the Congress of 1935 in Boston that the idea of establishing a Greek Orthodox school of
theology in America was first presented. Two years later, against all odds, the school opened its
doors. High hopes were balanced against low expectations. The challenges often seemed
insurmountable. Yet our Scholi has gone on to thrive for 87 years, more vitally important now than
ever to the future of Orthodoxy in America.

May God continue to bless our sacred Archdiocese and our beloved Archbishop Elpidophoros as
they lead us into a bright new era of growth for our precious Orthodox Faith in America.

Faithfully,

George M. Cantonis
President
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GREEK ORTHODOX LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY, INC. 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
 

126 EAST 37th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 • TEL: (212) 977-7770 • FAX: (212) 977-7784 
Web: www.philoptochos.org • E-mail: contact@philoptochos.org 

 

 
 
 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2022 
 

To the faithful stewards of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,  
 
On behalf of the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc., its 437 chapters and 25,000 stewards 
across the Archdiocese, we celebrate the Centennial Anniversary of our beloved Church.  
 
As National Philoptochos President, I stand on the shoulders of 12 Presidents who precede me and brought 
forth many exceptional programs to further our causes. Philoptochos was created by Greek Orthodox 
women coming together to ease the struggle of the Hellenes who traveled to America. To this day, we’ve 
not only served our own Orthodox Christian and Hellenic diaspora but have expanded our outreach to 
countless communities nationwide and across the globe. This year is especially celebratory as it marks the 
90th Anniversary of our own organization in conjunction with this Centennial commemoration.   
 
Our long-standing ministry upholds a mission that puts our Orthodox faith at the forefront in all that we do. 
Our role as the official philanthropic arm of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America brings a 
responsibility to help those less fortunate among us, to offer comfort to alleviate pain and suffering, and to 
offer hope to ease despair. It is a duty and a privilege that we welcome and embrace.  
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As Chairman of the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Fund, I wish to 
convey my commitment and respect to His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, and to 
all the Metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial Synod, as we commemorate 
the Centennial of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America on this 46th 
Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress.  

With humility, I also greet all Clergy and Laity in attendance. I am honored 
to serve as Chairman of Leadership 100 at this historic moment, as we begin 
the observance of the Centennial of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.  Last 
year, I served as Vice Chairman of the 200th Anniversary of the Greek 
Revolution of 1821, while Vice Chairman of Leadership 100.  

The notable history of Leadership 100 has been intertwined with the 
remarkable history of the Archdiocese for almost 40 years. From the day 
that Archbishop Iakovos of Blessed Memory established Leadership 100, it 
has helped to sustain the vital National Ministries of the Archdiocese as it 
advanced Orthodoxy and Hellenism in America.  

May we all be worthy recipients of that legacy, as we renew our commitment 
to the unity of our Church for the next 100 years.  

I convey my deep gratitude for the privilege of participating in this Centennial 
Celebration and Clergy-Laity Congress.

Respectfully,

Demetrios G. Logothetis, Chairman
Leadership 100
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ORDER OF SAINT ANDREW
ARCHONS OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

May 17, 2022

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America
Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
10 East 79th Street
New York, NY  10075

Your Eminence:

It is my immense joy to extend to you the congratulations of the Order 
of Saint Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and my own 
personal best wishes, on the occasion of the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity 
Congress of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and most im-
portantly the Centennial of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

For many years now, the Congress has been an extraordinary event in the 
life of our Archdiocese, and a testimony to the labors of our forefathers 
and foremothers who sacrificed so very much to bring the Holy Greek 
Orthodox Faith to these shores, and plant it in our hearts.

I have had the enormous honor of laboring in the Lord’s vineyard with 
four beloved Archbishops: the great visionary Archbishop Iakovos of 
blessed memory, during whose tenure I was invested as an Archon and 
elected to the National Council; Archbishop Spyridon who appointed 
me National Commander of the Order in 1998, the honor of a lifetime; 
Archbishop Demetrios whose tenure in the Order was highlighted by the 
expansive domestic and international religious freedom initiatives that 
were launched; and you yourself.

It has been an extraordinary blessing to me to work with you, Your Em-
inence, and to witness your determined labors and marvelous accom-
plishments regarding the completion of Saint Nicholas Church and Na-
tional Shrine, addressing the Clergy Pension Plan, ensuring the vitality 
of Holy Cross School of Theology, and initiating a review of the Charter 
of the Archdiocese.
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You have also been wonderfully supportive of the Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle. 
I’m grateful to the Lord and His All-Holy Mother that I’ve been able to be a part of 
the Order’s tireless work for God’s Holy Church: over the last 24 years, the Order’s 
direct and indirect support of the Ecumenical Patriarchate has amounted to a stagger-
ing $53.458 million.

Working with the Archdiocese as an Archon, and as National Commander, has been the 
great privilege of my entire life, and the privilege of my family. As the son of a priest, 
I grew up with our Holy Church central to my life having first visited the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and His All-Holiness Athenagoras in 1960. My children have grown up 
in the Archdiocese, as well as in the Order. When I became National Commander, my 
youngest child was 8 years old; and now 33 who was just engaged to be married and 
with all three children now having or beginning their own families.

We have been through a great deal, including most recently the Covid crisis, but with 
your wise leadership, we have weathered the storm. Now I am looking forward to 
going overseas to Athens, Greece to honor our worldwide Spiritual Father Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew at a reception hosted by Archon Ambassador George Tsunis 
at the United States Embassy and to Romania and Bulgaria in order to promote the 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew Foundation and begin planning our Fourth Inter-
national Religious Freedom Conference. Working with you on these great endeavors 
will be, as always, both delightful and edifying.

His All-Holiness, our beloved Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, is now the lon-
gest-serving Ecumenical Patriarch in history, and one of the most consequential. May 
God grant him many more years; may He likewise continue to bless you, Your Em-
inence, and our Order’s indispensable and beloved Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Alexander 
Karloutsos, on this beautiful occasion. I am confident that this year’s Clergy-Laity 
Congress will be a rich blessing for everyone who participates.

Yours in the service of our Holy Mother Church,

Anthony J. Limberakis, M.D
Archon Aktouarios
National Commander
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1909 Q STREET NW, SUITE 500, WASHINGTON, DC 20009 | (202) 232-6300 · FAX: (202) 232-2140 | AHEPA.ORG · AHEPA@AHEPA.ORG 

ORDER OF AHEPA
GLOBAL HEADQUARTERS

AMERICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION

Friends, 

On behalf of the worldwide membership of the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association, I
convey the Order’s heartfelt congratulations and sincere best wishes to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America as it celebrates its 100th anniversary and to the delegates of the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity 
Congress. 

This is a most momentous time in the history of the community as we celebrate the centennial anniversaries 
of the founding of each of our organizations. The AHEPA family cherishes the close ties and shared history 
it has with the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  

Since 1922, AHEPA is proud to have walked together, side-by-side, with the Archdiocese. This relationship 
has often been described as embodying ‘The Twin Pillars of Hellenism’ in America. For a century, this
beautiful, fruitful, and historic bond has fostered many projects and endeavors that have benefited 
Hellenism and Orthodoxy. 

At this seminal moment in the community’s history, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America
wisely has chosen the theme of, “Legacy, Renewal, Unity,” for the Congress. It is most poignant as we 
pause to remember, honor, and give thanks for the immense diligent work, selfless dedication, and 
boundless vision of our forebears that brought us together to collaborate on efforts such as Saint Basil 
Academy, Saint Photios National Shrine, Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine 
at the World Trade Center, and many others. However, it is also a time to look forward, to provide for 
future generations, and to do so in the same manner of unity as those who came before us did so well. 

We also congratulate Nicholas Karacostas, who serves as our Chairman of the Board and who is a former 
Supreme President of our Order, on his appointment by His Eminence to serve as a Co-Chair of this 
landmark Congress during the Archdiocese’s Centennial year. It is a great honor and moment of pride for 
AHEPA to see one of our own playing a leading role at this historic event. We wish Nick, his Co-Chair 
Chrysanthy Demos, Archbishop Elpidophoros, the Archdiocese staff, the delegates, and all attendees a most 
successful and fruitful Congress. 

Sincerely, 

Jimmy Kokotas
Supreme President
Order of AHEPA
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The Centennial National Committee is honored to participate in the 
commemoration of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America Centennial, 
1922-2022, on this 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress in New York City.

Upon this historic meeting, we convey our commitment and respect to His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America, and the Metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial Synod.

Since our formation in 2021 and with the privilege given to me by Archbishop 
Elpidophoros to serve as Chairman, the committee has endeavored to fully serve 
our beloved Archdiocese in planning this historic Centennial.

Members of the Centennial National Committee comprise representatives from the 
Direct Archdiocesan District and each Metropolis. Our projects have been diverse, 
and include Metropolis and National celebrations in the form of a video series, 
printed materials, exhibits, historical projects, and public events.

Our values as Greek Orthodox Christians have informed all our decisions and the 
Office of the Chancellor and other representatives of the Archdiocese have 
provided guidance and coordination.

We pray that our contributions rest on the foundation of our Faith and Heritage. We 
have endeavored to serve as beneficiaries of the Archdiocese and its parishes and 
convey our deep gratitude for this privilege, as we participate in this Centennial 
Celebration and Clergy-Laity Congress.

Respectfully,

Argyris Vassiliou
Centennial National Chairman
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46ΤΗ BIENNIAL CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS 

Congratulations to our Holy Archdiocese οη celebrating its 100th anniversary at this momentous 

Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress ίη Ne\.v York. It ίs an honor and a privilege to be asked by His 

Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros to serve as co-chair of this historic event. The Clergy Laity 

Congress rene\.vs and strengthens our bonds to one other and to our 540 parishes across Ameήca. 

We may be ίη different states and separate metropolises, but \.Ve are one indivisible Church 

dedicated to the tenets of our faith. We stand οη the shoulders of great churchmen and women who 

toiled to build our Archdiocese bήck by bήck and church by church. Our predecessors may not 

have had the material blessings we enjoy today, but they \.Vere steadfast ίη their dedication and 

love for our faith, of which we are now the guardians. Our mission remains to strengthen our 

church and to bequeath to our children and grandchildren, the next one-hundred years of a stronger 

and more deeply rooted Greek Orthodox Archdiocese ίη America. As we gather for the Fourth of 

July to consecrate The St. Nicholas Church and National Shrine, we thank God for all of the 

blessings He has besto\.ved οη our Church. St. Nicholas will stand for thousands of years as a 

testament to our nation 's enduring freedom and to the deep roots of our faith and heήtage ίη America. 

George and I sincerely wish you all a blessed Congress filled \.Vith a renewal of spirit and 

a dedication to the strengthening of our faith. 

With Love Ιη Christ, 

Co-Chair Clergy-Laity Congress 

8 East 79th Street, New York, ΝΥ 10075-0192 • Telephone: (212) 570-3500 
En1ail: clergylaity@goarch.org • Web: clergylaity.org 
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July 1, 2022 

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
Archbishop of America 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
8 East 79th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10075 

Re: 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Centennial Journal 

Your Eminence, 

It was with great pride and humility that I accepted your appointment as Co-Chair of the 46th 
Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress, and I am blessed to have this opportunity to congratulate you 
and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America on celebrating 100 Years of Orthodoxy in 
America.  I am honored to serve in this capacity with my Co-Chair Chrysa Tsakopoulos Demos 
during this historic milestone, and to celebrate with all our Greek Orthodox Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ. 

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, with all its parishes, has been the foundation of 
our faith, families and communities for a century here in America.  The Greek Orthodox flock, 
including my family who emigrated to the United States in 1966, focused on putting down roots 
wherever there was a Greek Orthodox Church nearby.  We are all grateful for those that helped 
build these nationwide parishes in the past, and those that have continued to preserve them 
and build new ones and to the future generations that will pay it forward.  We are Blessed! 

Wishing all the delegates, participants and guests fruitful deliberations and a very successful 
Clergy-Laity Congress.  Congratulations again to you Your Eminence, the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and all the members of the various committees (both Clergy and Laity) 
on this wonderful celebratory 100 Year Anniversary. 

Respectfully Yours in Christ, 

Nicholas A. Karacostas, Esq. 
Archon Nomophylax 
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 My beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Happy Centennial! It is a joyful blessing to celebrate this historic centennial 
anniversary of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America with all of you. I am 
profoundly grateful to His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew for 
entrusting me, as His Auxiliary Bishop, to serve the faithful across this great nation 
and carry out God’s ministry of love. I am honored that His All-Holiness and His 
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros requested that I serve as the Chairman of 
the Centennial Journal Committee in my capacity as Chief Secretary of the Holy 
Eparchial Synod.

Thank you kindly to all those who worked tirelessly on the publication of this 
Centennial Journal, especially our Co-Chairs of the Centennial Journal Committee, 
Mrs. Stella Pantelidis and Mr. Stavros Soussou. Evermore thanks to all our sponsors 
and donors, our faithful, clergy, parish councils, Philoptochos chapters, institutions, 
Archdiocesan departments, and organizations who helped make this a reality. Your 
contributions were truly invaluable.

This Journal captures the essence of 100 years of unwavering faith in God and 
the Church. This Journal honors the lives and legacies of each and every Greek 
Orthodox faithful who came before us. This Journal showcases the historical 
landmarks of the 100-year journey of our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

I offer my humble and heartfelt congratulations to 100 years of Greek Orthodoxy 
in America under the auspices of our Mother Church, the venerable center of 
Orthodoxy. To the next 100 years, let us look ahead to the future with trust and faith 
in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through His love, all things are possible.

Prayerfully yours in Christ,

† Bishop Athenagoras of Nazianzos, PhD
Chairman, Centennial Journal Committee. 

Chief Secretary, Holy Eparchial Synod, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 
Director, Department of Religious Education (DRE). 

Spiritual Advisor, National Philoptochos Society.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In 1864, the first Greek Orthodox community was founded in New Orleans, Louisiana 
and 58 years later, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese was established. 

In 2022, as we celebrate the Centennial Anniversary of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America, we remember and are grateful to our forefathers and our 
eight Archbishops who helped to establish and guide our Archdiocese over these past 
one hundred years.  

We reflect on the difficulties many of us faced as we emigrated to the United States. 
We came with hope in our hearts but also faced fear and apprehension as we yearned 
to fulfill the American dream. The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese provided comfort 
through our churches and our Hellenic communities where we found fellowship and 
faith to help us acclimate to our new way of life. We built relationships, celebrated 
weddings, baptisms, and sacraments that united our families and gave us support to 
go on even when times were difficult. The Archdiocese became the rock that we could 
always lean on.

Today, with over 500 parishes and our faithful Greek Orthodox Christians in the 
United States, we salute and pay tribute to our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese for being 
a beacon of light these past 100 years. We embrace the dedication of our faithful and 
together we hope to continue the many successes of this past century. 

Under the current leadership, spiritual guidance, and love of His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America, we look forward to continuing to preserve and promote the 
Greek Orthodox Faith and Hellenism in the United States. 

In keeping with our centenary theme of “Legacy-Renewal-Unity,” let us work hard 
to ensure that we maintain and expand on past and current successes for the future 
generations to come. 

As co-chairs of the Centennial Journal, we would like to thank you for your participation 
and generosity. Your support made it possible to commemorate and document this 
momentous 100-year celebration. We also express our deepest gratitude to the 
committee members and the staff of the Archdiocesan and Leadership 100 offices for 
their continued assistance with this Journal. 

With abiding gratitude and esteem in the Lord,

Stavroula (Stella) Pantelidis
Co-Vice Chair 
Centennial Journal Committee

Stavro Soussou 
Co-Vice Chair
Centennial Journal Committee
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A Brief Overview of  
the History of the  

Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese Of America

Though Greek Orthodox faithful have been present in 
North America long before the official establishment of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, the definitive instrument establishing the Arch-
diocese was granted by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople on May 17, 1922. There are testimonies 

of Greek Orthodox Christians stepping foot on the Amer-
ican continent as far back as 1528 with the arrival of Dor-
oteo Theodoro (also known as Theodore Griego). There 
is also the well-known attempt at establishing the first 
functioning Orthodox Christian worshipping community 
in North America at the New Smyrna colony in 1763. 

1922–1930
The Synod of the Church of America, L to R, Bishop Joachim of Boston, Archbishop Alexander,  

Bishop Philaretos of Chicago, Bishop Callistos of San Francisco 
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In the decades that preceded the official establishment 
of the Archdiocese in 1922, streams of Greek immigrants 
left their homes to forge a new life in the new world. 
They established communities to retain the faith, their 
time-honored traditions, and their culture. Before the in-
stitution of the Archdiocese, priests came from Greece to 
minister to the spiritual needs of the people without any 
structure as to how communities would be served. The 
main concern in the years following the establishment of 
the Archdiocese, and the election of Archbishop Alex-
ander (Demoglou) as the first Archbishop, was the unity 
of the dispersed and disorganized parishes throughout 
the country. The difficulties were amplified by the fact 
that political divisiveness and rivalries stemming from 
the old country hindered efforts at uniting persons and 
communities. During his tumultuous tenure, Archbishop 
Alexander undertook the nearly impossible task of trying 
to unite a people divided by so many different factors. 
However, the persistent disunity would cause him to be 
recalled in 1930. 

Archbishop Alexander of 
North & South America 
formally attired according 
to the Western dress code 
of the period. Traditionally 
made of black silk, the 
top hat paired with a 
knee length frock coat 
was reserved for the most 
formal occasions and 
confined to high society, 
politics, and international 
relations. Reflecting the 
diplomatic protocol of the 
day, the Greek Orthodox 
Archbishop would have 
been expected to observe 
this dress code when 
appearing as a dignitary.

Born in 1876, Alexander De-
moglou was a native of the his-
toric city of Chalcedon, the site 
of the 4th Ecumenical Council. 
He was a graduate of the Theo-
logical School of Halki, situated 
on one of the Princes’ islands in 
the Sea of Marmara. He was or-
dained to the Diaconate in 1895 
and then to the Holy Priesthood 
in 1902. In 1907, he was elect-
ed Bishop of Rodostolon by the 
Holy and Sacred Synod of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and 
served for several years as an 
assistant bishop in a number of 
Metropolises both in Asia Minor 
and in Greece. 

It was during his time in 
Greece when he came to know 
the dynamic figure of Metro-
politan Meletios (Metaxakis). 
He quickly forged a friendship 
with Metropolitan Meletios who 
had, at that time, recently been 
elected the Metropolitan of 
Athens and, as such, the head 
of the autocephalous Church of 
Greece. Metropolitan Meletios 
appointed Bishop Alexander 
as a member of an official del-

egation traveling to the Unit-
ed States where the Orthodox 
Churches were being tempo-
rarily overseen by the Church 
of Greece even if they were 
under the official jurisdiction of 
the Ecumenical Throne.  After 
touring the country for a little 
over eighty days, Metropolitan 
Meletios instructed Bishop Al-
exander to remain in America as 
the Synodal Vicar to oversee the 
organization and growth of the 
parishes in America. 

The succeeding months 
were difficult, but by the end 
of 1921, Metropolitan Meletios 
had been elected Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople 
and with the Holy and Sacred 
Synod officially established the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America, elect-
ing Bishop Alexander as its first 
Archbishop. The newly elected 
Archbishop of this new eparchy 
of the Ecumenical Throne would 
be charged with the herculean 
effort of organizing the cha-
otic Greek Orthodox parishes 
in America. At the same time, 

Archbishop Alexander would 
attempt to establish the Archdi-
ocese on a sound financial foot-
ing while also providing vital 
support to the Near East Relief 
effort, the philanthropic orga-
nization aimed at contributing 
material support to refugees as 
a result of Turkish military ac-
tions. Archbishop Alexander at-
tempted keep the struggling St. 
Athanasios Theological School 
alive, which had been found-
ed by Metropolitan Meletios in 
1921, but a lack of funds lead to 
its closure around 1924. 

The importance of Archbish-
op Alexander’s initial efforts is 
typified in the convocation of 
the 2nd Clergy-Laity Congress 
in August of 1922 at which pro-
posals for the Charter of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America 
were put forth. The Holy and 
Sacred Synod subsequently 
granted the official Charter of 
the Archdiocese at the end of 
1922. Archbishop Alexander 
continued his organizational ef-
forts but many communities still 

resisted his attempts, often time 
leading to splits and the cre-
ation of factions. Due to Arch-
bishop Alexander’s inability to 
calm such tumultuousness, he 
resigned in 1930 and was later 
elected Metropolitan of Kerkyra. 
He would remain as the Metro-
politan of Kerkyra until his death 
in 1942. 

1922–1930
ARCHBISHOP ALEXANDER (DEMOGLOU)
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A major shift would take place in the Archdiocese in 1930 
when the Ecumenical Patriarchate appointed Metropoli-
tan Damaskinos (Papandreou) of Corinth to temporarily 
serve as Patriarchal Exarch to the United States in order 
to add some order to the chaotic situation in America as 
well as to assess how the Archdiocese should function 
administratively. At first, he was treated with suspicion by 
those who distrusted the Archdiocese since they thought 
he was aiming for the position of Archbishop. After sev-
eral months of administrative assessment, parish visits, 
and consultations with a variety of people, Metropoli-
tan Damaskinos, who from the beginning indicated he 

would not accept becoming Archbishop, gained the 
trust and admiration of the faithful as he proved himself 
a loving pastor, tireless servant, and capable adminis-
trator. Ultimately, he offered a report to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in which he suggested the restructuring of 
the Archdiocese aimed at quelling divisions through a 
stronger central administrative structure. Thus, with these 
changes in mind, the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ec-
umenical Patriarchate elected Archbishop Athenagoras 
(Spyrou) as the new Archbishop of America and likewise 
conferred a new Charter to the Greek Orthodox Archdi-
ocese of North and South America with which the Ep-

Athenagoras (born Aristo-
cles) Spyrou was born in 1886 
in Vasilikon Pogoniou in what 
was, at the time, the Ottoman 
Empire. He received his pri-
mary education in northern 
Greece and then pursued 
theological studies at the Theo-
logical School of Halki. He was 
ordained and served in the 
Metropolis of Pelagonia from 
1910-1918 while also spending 
a brief time on Mount Athos. In 
1919, he was appointed a secre-
tary at the Metropolis of Athens 
under Metropolitan Meletios 
(Metaxakis) and continued his 
service there as a deacon until 
1922 when he was elected Met-
ropolitan of Kerkyra and Paxoi. 

He served as Metropolitan 
of Kerkyra and Paxoi for eight 
years, developing ministries 
and creating good relations with 
the Roman Catholics and Arme-
nians in his Metropolis. After 
the resignation of Archbishop 
Alexander of North and South 
America in 1930, the Holy and 
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate appointed Metro-
politan Damaskinos of Corinth 
to serve as the Patriarchal Ex-
arch to oversee and assess the 
ecclesiastical situation of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in 
America. In August of 1930, the 
Holy and Sacred Synod elected 
Metropolitan Athenagoras as 
the Archbishop of North and 
South America. 

Arriving in New York City at 
the beginning of 1931, Arch-

bishop Athenagoras embarked 
on a tour of parish communities, 
assessing the financial and orga-
nizational situation first hand. In 
the meantime, the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate had granted a new 
Charter to the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South 
America on January 10, 1931 in 
which there was a significant re-
structuring of the Archdiocese. 
The new Charter abolished the 
dioceses and the Eparchial Syn-
od, thus creating a completely 
unified Archdiocese with vari-
ous districts. This would prove 
to be a critically important and 
long-lasting Charter as it would 
remain in place until 1977. 

Archbishop Athenagoras’s 
tenure was focused on the sta-
bilization of the organizational 
structure of the Archdiocese as 
well as a financial stabilization. In 
1931, the Ladies’ Philoptochos 
Society was founded aiming to 
aid the newly-arrived struggling 
immigrants as well as tending 
to a variety of domestic philan-
thropic missions including the 
acquisition of St. Basil Academy 
in 1944. As a means to perpetu-
ate the word of God by printed 
means and as a way to keep Or-
thodox faithful informed, Arch-
bishop Athenagoras founded 
the Orthodox Observer which 
started as a magazine before 
taking on a newspaper format in 
later decades. It was also during 
his Archpastoral leadership that 
in the early 1930s the Archdi-
ocesan Cathedral purchased 

a new property and relocated 
to its present-day location on 
East 74th Street in Manhattan. 
Likewise, in 1942 the Archdio-
cese moved from a few offices 
in Astoria to 10 East 79th Street 
in Manhattan. Perhaps the most 
significant vision realized by 
Archbishop Athenagoras was 
the founding and establishment 
of the Holy Cross Theological 
School in Pomfret, Connecticut 
in 1937. The Theological School 
would be moved to its pres-
ent-day location in Brookline, 
Massachusetts in 1947 where it 
has trained, prepared, and nur-
tured students for generations to 
become priests and lay leaders. 

Archbishop Athenagoras was 
also extremely active in devel-
oping relations with the other 
Orthodox presences as well as 
Christians of other faith tradi-
tions. In 1943, he founded the 
Federation of Orthodox Chris-
tian Churches of America which 
would establish the building 
blocks for the eventual creation 
of the Standing Conference of 
the Canonical Orthodox Bish-
ops of the Americas (SCOBA). 
Archbishop Athenagoras was 
also active in bringing philan-
thropic matters to the forefront 
of American society. Through 
his efforts and the efforts of the 
Greek War Relief Committee, 
millions of dollars were raised 
for the suffering people of 
Greece during the World War II 
and the Greek Civil War periods. 
Relief fundraisers were con-

ducted within Greek Orthodox 
communities and in the greater 
American community at-large, 
sometimes with the support of 
great American actors and ac-
tresses offering appearances to 
support fundraising efforts. 

In November of 1948, Arch-
bishop Athenagoras was elect-
ed Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople and left at the 
beginning of 1949, famously 
being offered the use of Air 
Force One by President Harry 
Truman to go to Constantino-
ple. He made major strides for 
worldwide Orthodoxy especial-
ly in the realm of ecumenical 
relations which culminated in 
the lifting of the anathemas be-
tween the Orthodox and Cath-
olic Church. He would continue 
to serve as Ecumenical Patriarch 
until his death in 1972. 

1930–1948
ARCHBISHOP ATHENAGORAS (SPYROU)
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archial Synod was abolished, the Archbishop was ad-
ministratively and spiritually responsible for the entirety 
of the Eparchy, and all other hierarchs in the Archdio-
cese would be auxiliary bishops to the Archbishop. The 
sweeping changes which took place in 1930 and 1931 
were monumental changes. 

It was during the next several years that Archbishop Ath-
enagoras of North and South America undertook the her-
culean effort to unite the still divided people and com-
munities. Gradually, previously existing parishes which 
had until then rejected the idea of being a part of the 
Archdiocese, were persuaded by his efforts. Ministries 
started to flourish as this unity allowed for collaboration 
of persons and parishes on a larger scale. Archbishop 
Athenagoras, who had taken the helm of the Archdio-
cese during the beginning of the Great Depression, es-
tablished the Philoptochos Society in 1931 to offer assis-
tance to the poor immigrants arriving from abroad and 
others in need. Catechetical schools and other initiatives 
which were intended for local replication were either for-

mally established or en-
couraged while efforts to 
raise money for those suf-
fering overseas during the 
war years became a major 
Archdiocesan priority. 

One of the most signifi-
cant accomplishments of 
the Archdiocese in its ear-
ly years was the founding 
of the Holy Cross Theo-
logical School in 1937 to 
locally train candidates for 
the clergy for the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese. 
This would be critical to the lifeblood of the Archdiocese 
which had, until then, either been receiving priests from 
abroad, educating its own candidates elsewhere, or hav-
ing potential clergy candidates receive a theological ed-
ucation at non-Orthodox institutions. 

Archbishop Athenagoras with teachers in Saint Basil Academy

10 East 79th Street
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The Archdiocese itself, which had been located in Astoria, 
New York since the beginning, was relocated to 10 East 
79th Street in Manhattan, New York in the early 1940s as 
Archbishop Athenagoras identified the need for a larger 
and more reliable space from which the administrative 
and social ministries of the Church could function. Like-
wise, it provided a space where the Archbishop could 
receive religious and political dignitaries. It can be said 
that due to the efforts of Archbishop Athenagoras, the 
Archdiocese attained a remarkable constancy and stabil-
ity during his tenure.

With the election of Archbishop Athenagoras as Ecu-
menical Patriarch in 1948 and the election of Archbish-
op Michael (Constantinides), additional ministries are 
formed. It was during Archbishop Michael’s tenure and 
with his initiative that the Greek Orthodox Youth of Amer-
ica (GOYA) was founded. This ministry of the Archdio-
cese aimed at mobilizing the youth and young adults of 
the Archdiocese experienced incredible success. By the 
end of Archbishop Michael’s ministry, more than half of 
the parishes throughout the two continents had an active 
GOYA. In addition, Archbishop Michael focused on the 
elderly, founding St. Michael’s home for the elderly. The 
1950s was also a crucial time for the Archdiocese as edu-
cational programs flourished and new Archdiocesan de-
partments were added to address the need for religious 
and linguistic educational materials. 

Though Archbishop Athenagoras was critical in cultivat-
ing relationships with American political officials. including 
Presidents Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Harry Truman, it 
would be Archbishop Michael who would first attend and 
participate in a Presidential Inauguration when he offered 
a prayer at the Inauguration of President Dwight Eisenhow-
er in 1957. Just a few months earlier, the same President, 
together with Archbishop Michael, laid the cornerstone for 
the St. Sophia Cathedral in Washington, DC. 

The late 1950s and early 1960s would see a new Archbish-
op and a new vision as Archbishop Iakovos (Coucouzis) 
was elected and enthroned as Archbishop of North and 

Timotheos (born Evangelos) 
Evangelinides was born on the 
island of Lesvos in 1880. He re-
ceived his primary education in 
Lesvos, Smyrna, and Constan-
tinople after which he was ton-
sured a monk. He was ordained 
a Deacon in 1899 and a Priest 
in 1907 serving in the Metrop-
olis of Mithimna as its Chan-
cellor until 1910. He embarked 
on studies at the Theological 
School of Halki and graduat-
ed from there in 1914 at which 
point he was assigned to serve 
the Greek Orthodox community 
in Bucharest, Romania eventual-
ly acting as the liaison between 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and 
the Church of Romania. 

In 1931, he was elected Met-
ropolitan of Australia by the Holy 
and Sacred Synod of the Ecumen-
ical Patriarchate. He served there 
until 1947 when he was elected 
the Metropolitan of Rhodes. Af-
ter the election of Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras, the Arch-
bishop of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South 
America lay vacant for several 
months. In June of 1949, the Holy 
and Sacred Synod of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate elected Met-
ropolitan Timotheos of Rhodes as 
Archbishop of North and South 
America. Just one month after his 
election, as he was making prepa-
rations to travel to the United 
States, Archbishop Timotheos suf-

fered a heart attack while he was 
in Constantinople to receive the 
blessing of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarch. Though he used the next 
couple months to convalesce in 
Constantinople, by September 
he realized that he would not be 
able to take up such a demanding 
position. Thus, on September 19, 
1949, he submitted his resigna-
tion as Archbishop of North and 
South America. Thereafter, the 
Holy and Sacred Synod of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate elected 
him Metropolitan of Rhodes 
once again, but prior to being 
able to travel back to Rhodes, he 
suffered another heart attack in 
Constantinople and fell asleep 
in the Lord on October 5, 1949. 

1949
ARCHBISHOP TIMOTHEOS (EVANGELINIDES)

President Dwight Eisenhower with Archbishop Michael in Saint Sophia 
Cathedral,  Washington, DC during a Cornerstone Ceremony.
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South America in 1959. This period signifies a critical point 
in American history as social issues come to the forefront. 
Archbishop Iakovos, who ardently supported the Civil 
Rights cause, marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at 
Selma, Alabama in solidarity with African-Americans and in 
memory of his dear friend, Rev. James Reeb, who had been 
viciously murdered for supporting Civil Rights. 

Much like during the eras of Archbishop Athenagoras 
and Archbishop Michael, the Archdiocese focused on 
both inter-Orthodox relations and ecumenical relations.  
In 1960, the Standing Conference of the Canonical Or-
thodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) was formed 
to create a greater collaboration between the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese and the various Orthodox pres-
ences in the Americas. The 1960s was a time for flour-
ishing ecumenical relations particularly with the Roman 
Catholic Church as the lifting of the anathemas between 

Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras and Pope Paul VI initi-
ated a period of sincere and open dialogue between the 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic Church. 

The 1960s was also a time of growth for the Archdiocese 
as the number of new ministries meant that the space at 
the Archdiocesan building had become too small. There-
fore, in the 1960s the Archdiocese purchased its neigh-
boring building on 8 East 79th Street and expanded its 
offices to better accommodate the increased number of 
ministries. Moreover, the activities of the Archdiocesan 
ministries started to stretch beyond the borders of North 
and South America. Towards the end of the 1960s, Arch-
bishop Iakovos set his vision into motion for creating an 
Archdiocesan summer camp for youth in Greece so that 
they may better learn their faith and experience Hellen-
ic culture. Thus, in 1970, Ionian Village was founded and 
would, within some years, grow exponentially. 

Michael (born Thycydides) 
Constantinides was born in 
1892 in Maroneia, Rodopi. 
There and in Xanthi he com-
pleted his primary education, 
eventually embarking on stud-
ies at the Theological School of 
Halki where he graduated and 
was ordained a Deacon in 1914. 
He continued his studies in St. 
Petersburg and Kiev, but was 
forced to leave St. Petersburg in 
1917 due to the October Revo-
lution. He was able to remain in 
Kiev and completed his studies 
there. 

In 1919, Michael was or-
dained to the Holy Priesthood 
and served in a variety of ca-
pacities and locations over the 
next several years including in 
Constantinople, Athens, and 
London. In 1939, he was elect-
ed Metropolitan of Corinth just 
as the Second World War was 
beginning. His ministry there 
would span some of the dark-
est days of Greece’s history as 
he pastorally served his people 
during World War II and, subse-
quently, the Greek Civil War. 

In 1949, he was elected 
Archbishop of North and South 
America by the Holy and Sa-

cred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. Upon arriving in 
the United States, one of his 
first priorities was to make the 
Archdiocese more financial-
ly stable. As the United States 
was experiencing the post-war 
economic boom, Archbishop 
Michael proposed that it was 
the right time to increase the 
“monodollarion” standard set 
by then-Archbishop Athenago-
ras in which parishioners paid 
one dollar per person per year 
directly to the Archdiocese to 
a “dekadollarion” standard in 
which parishioners paid ten dol-
lars per person per year to the 
Archdiocese. Thus, he formally 
recommended this increase 
at the 10th Biennial Congress 
in November 1950 in St. Lou-
is, Missouri. To the surprise of 
many, there was practically no 
opposition neither in commit-
tee nor during the plenary ses-
sions. By the time of his death 
eight years later, the annual in-
come of the Archdiocese had 
increased from $100,320.25 
during the last year of Archbish-
op Athenagoras’ monodollar-
ion, to $585,698.99 under the 
dekadollarion for the 1958 cal-
endar year.

Archbishop Michael was in-
tensely interested in youth out-
reach and education. He found-
ed the Greek Orthodox Youth of 
America (GOYA) in 1951 and by 
the end of his tenure a majority of 
parishes in the Archdiocese had 
established a GOYA Chapter. He 
instituted the creation of various 
educational programs and ex-
panded the educational depart-
ments of the Archdiocese. 

Archbishop Michael contin-
ued the work of his predeces-
sors in forging relationships 
with federal, state, and local po-
litical leaders. President Dwight 
D. Eisenhowever participated 
in laying the cornerstone of the 
St. Sophia Cathedral in Wash-
ington, DC on September 30, 
1956. Additionally, Archbishop 
Michael was invited to attend 
and offer a prayer at the Inaugu-
ration of President Eisenhower 
on January 21, 1957. In addition 
to forging relationships with 
state officials, he also sought to 
nurture relationships with oth-
er Christian groups as well. He 
was an active member and was 
elected one of the Presidents of 
the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) representing the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate. 

In addition to his adminis-
trative acumen, he was also an 
erudite theologian who wrote 
scholarly articles and participat-
ed in academic conferences. He 
was honored on several occa-
sions by institutions of higher 
education. After having con-
cluded the Clergy-Laity Con-
gress in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Archbishop Michael fell asleep 
in the Lord on July 13, 1958 and 
was interred on the grounds of 
Saint Basil Academy in Garrison, 
New York. 

1949–1958
ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL (CONSTANTINIDES)
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In 1977, the structure of the Archdiocese changed when 
a Synod of Bishops was reintroduced after 46 years of ab-
sence. Moreover, dioceses were introduced as a means 
to better cope administratively with the growing number 
of parishes throughout the country. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, the Archdiocese focused on ex-
panding its existing ministries. Namely, the Archdiocese 
sought to better educate the faithful. Various publica-
tions concerning the Orthodox faith and contemporary 
issues were published. When the AIDS epidemic start-
ed in the 1980s, the Archdiocese sought to educate the 
faithful about the dangers of AIDS while also offering a 
pastoral approach for treating those who contracted the 
autoimmune disease. 

Though the 1990s would see a transition with the resigna-
tion of Archbishop Iakovos and the election of Archbish-
op Spyridon (Papageorgiou) of America, the work of the 
Archdiocese and its ministries continued. Though some 

Iakovos (born Demetrios) 
Coucouzis was born in 1911 in 
the village of Agioi Theodoroi 
on the island of Imvros. He re-
ceived his primary education 
locally  and his theological ed-
ucation from the Theological 
School of Halki, graduating in 
1934 and being ordained the 
same year to the Holy Diacon-
ate. He traveled to the United 
States in 1939 to serve as the 
Archdeacon to Archbishop 
Athenagoras. In 1940, he was 
ordained to the Holy Priesthood 
and he subsequently com-
menced post-graduate studies 
at Harvard University in 1942. 
He would eventually serve as 
a Professor and Assistant Dean 
at the Holy Cross Greek Ortho-
dox School of Theology then in 
Pomfret, Connecticut. 

In 1954, Archbishop Iakovos 
was elected the Bishop of Mel-
ita and he was appointed as the 
representative of the Ecumen-
ical Patriarchate to the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva, 
Switzerland. In 1956, he was el-
evated to the rank of Metropol-
itan and continued his critically 

important work in the ecumeni-
cal sphere. 

In 1959, Archbishop Iako-
vos was elected Archbishop 
of North and South America. 
He had a bold vision for the 
Archdiocese which included 
the expansion of charitable, so-
cial, catechetical, educational, 
and youth programs. He took 
the actions necessary to fulfill 
Archbishop Michael’s dream 
of starting Hellenic University 
which had been envisioned as 
a school of higher learning in 
the liberal arts. Thus, in 1968, 
Hellenic College opened. This 
institution would be located 
on the same campus as Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology where it enjoys its 
place to this day along with Holy 
Cross. 

Archbishop Iakovos, much 
like his predecessors, sought 
to strengthen ecumenical ties 
with other faith traditions, par-
ticularly the Catholic Church. 
His meeting with Pope John 
XXIII in 1959 was important to 
the eventual meeting between 

Ecumenical Patriarch Athenago-
ras and Pope Paul VI in 1964. His 
role in the development of rela-
tions among the various Ortho-
dox jurisdictions must also be 
highlighted since it was under 
the leadership of Archbishop Ia-
kovos that the Standing Confer-
ence of the Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops in the Americas (SCO-
BA) was founded in 1960. 

Archbishop Iakovos famously 
marched with Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in Selma, Alabama in 
March 1965 to stand in soli-
darity with African-Americans 
throughout the country and to 
pay homage to the memory of 
his dear friend and civil rights 
activist, Rev. James Reeb, who 
had been viciously attacked, 
beaten, and murdered by white 
supremacists. In 1980, Archbish-
op Iakovos was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
the highest distinction that can 
be bestowed upon a civilian in 
the United States, by President 
Jimmy Carter for his many con-
tributions to the United States 
and particularly for his support 
of civil rights. 

On July 29, 1996, at the age 
of 85, Archbishop Iakovos re-
signed as Archbishop of North 
and South America having 
served as Archbishop more 
than half of its entire existence 
by the time of his resignation. 
On April 10, 2005, at the age of 
93 he fell asleep in the Lord and 
was interred behind the Holy 
Cross Chapel in Brookline, Mas-
sachusetts. 

1959–1996
ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS (COUCOUZIS)

Archbishop Iakovos - LIFE cover - Selma march
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summer camps had existed prior to 
this period, it was especially during 
the 1990s that a growth in Greek Or-
thodox summer camps in the United 
States can be observed. 

In 1996, after the resignation of Arch-
bishop Iakovos, the Holy and Sacred 
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate divided the Archdiocese of North 
and South America into four distinct 
eparchies with the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America constituting 
the fifty states, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Bahamas. 

After the election of Archbishop Demetrios (Trakatel-
lis) of America, the face of the American nation and the 
Archdiocese would be forever changed. On September 
11, 2001, the United States was attacked and in addition 
to the loss of human life, the Greek Orthodox Archdi-
ocese’s Church of St. Nicholas at Ground Zero was de-
stroyed. In the years that followed, a campaign to fund-
raise and rebuild would experience some difficulties but 
the reconstruction would ultimately be completed with 

the door-opening service being presided by His All-Holi-
ness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in 2021. 

In 2003, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese would ele-
vate the dioceses in the United States to Metropolis-
es and the hierarchs that served those Metropolises 
would be promoted to the rank of Metropolitan of their 
respective sees. 

Spyridon (born George) Pa-
pageorgiou was born in Warren, 
Ohio in 1944 where he com-
menced his primary education. 
He also received primary edu-
cation in Tarpon Springs, Flor-
ida as well as Rhodes, Greece 
before commencing theolog-
ical studies at the Theological 
School of Halki and graduating 
from there in 1966. He subse-
quently pursued post-graduate 
studies in Geneva, Switzerland 
and Bochum, Germany. During 
his time in Switzerland, he 
served as the Secretary of the 
Permanent Representative of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate to 
the World Council of Churches 
and also served as the Secre-
tary at the Orthodox Center of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Chambésy, Switzerland. 

He was ordained to the Holy 
Diaconate in 1968 and to the 

Holy Priesthood in 1976. He was 
appointed as the Proistamenos 
of the St. Andrew Greek Ortho-
dox Church in Rome, Italy where 
he began a lengthy fruitful min-
istry both in strengthening the 
Greek Orthodox community in 
Rome while also bolstering the 
relations between the Orthodox 
Church and Catholic Church 
through ecumenical dialogues 
and activities. 

In 1985, he was elected Bish-
op of Apameia and served as an 
auxiliary bishop to the Metrop-
olis of Australia and Exarchate 
of Italy. In 1991, the Greek Or-
thodox Metropolis of Italy and 
Malta was established as its own 
Metropolis and Bishop Spyr-
idon was elected to shepherd 
the flock of this new Metropolis. 
Metropolitan Spyridon initiat-
ed several programs aimed at 
attracting youth to the Church 

as well as strengthening the re-
lations between Orthodox and 
Catholic Christians. 

In 1996, he was elected Arch-
bishop of America, making top-
ics such as youth engagement, 
Greek education, catechism, 
ecumenical affairs, and monasti-
cism areas of focus. He was crit-
ical to the introduction of new 
technologies in the Archdiocese 
which helped to lay the ground-
work for future innovative uses 
of technology throughout the 
Archdiocese. 

In 1997, Archbishop Spyridon 
welcomed His All-Holiness Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew 
to the United States – the latter’s 
first visit to the United States 
as Ecumenical Patriarch. The 
Apostolic visit of Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew lasted 
for several weeks and spanned 

across the United States. 

In August 1999, Archbishop 
Spyridon submitted his resigna-
tion to the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate and was subsequently elect-
ed Metropolitan of Chaldea. 

1996–1999
ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON (PAPAGEORGIOU)

Archbishop Spyridon with youth of the community.
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During the 2000s and 2010s, much focus was placed 
on the philanthropic efforts caused by natural disasters 
such as Hurricane Katrina, the wildfires in Greece, and 
the tsunami in Indonesia. In 2009, the 4th Pre-conciliar 
Pan-Orthodox Conference held at Chambésy, Switzer-
land agreed to the creation of episcopal assemblies in 
the diaspora as a means to strengthen inter-Orthodox 
cooperation. Thus, in 2010, the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops, which took the place of SCOBA, was 
founded, and continued the work of Orthodox collabo-
ration and cooperation. 

In 2019, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros (Lam-
briniadis) of America was elected and enthroned at a time 
when the Archdiocese was experiencing financial difficul-
ties and numerous setbacks. Prioritizing the various prob-
lems which confronted the Archdiocese, he quickly set 
about resolving the issues, namely, by bringing the Arch-
diocese back from a financial breaking point, by complet-
ing the construction of the St. Nicholas National Shrine at 
Ground Zero, by saving the Clergy Pension Program, and 

Born in Thessaloniki, Greece 
in 1928, Demetrios Trakatellis 
received his primary education 
in his home city. He graduated 
from the Theological School of 
the University of Athens in 1950. 
He was ordained to the Holy 
Diaconate in 1960 and subse-
quently to the Holy Priesthood 
in 1964 at which point he was 
assigned to preach sermons in 
the churches of Athens. In 1967, 
he was elected an auxiliary bish-
op by the Holy Synod of the 
Church of Greece with the title 
of Vresthena. 

He continued his academic 
pursuits, eventually earning a 
Ph.D. in Philosophy from Har-
vard University in 1972. He also 
received a Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of Athens in 1977. He 
taught as a Visiting Professor of 
Biblical Studies and Christian 
Sources at Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology in 
Brookline, Massachusetts from 
1983 to 1993. He also served 
as a Visiting Professor at Har-
vard Divinity School. He has au-

thored several books and arti-
cles both before and during his 
service to the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America. 

In 1991, the Holy Synod of 
the Church of Greece elevated 
him to the rank of titular Metro-
politan of Vresthena. In 1993, 
he returned to Greece to fully 
assume responsibilities at the 
Archdiocese of Athens. 

In August 1999 he was elect-
ed by the Holy and Sacred Syn-
od of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate as Archbishop of America. 
He focused on a number of edu-
cational and philanthropic mat-
ters upon his arrival. When on 
September 11, 2001, the world 
was shocked with the brutal and 
vicious attacks on the people of 
the United States, Archbishop 
Demetrios held prayer services 
and, in the days after the attacks, 
visited Ground Zero in lower 
Manhattan, the site of one of the 
attacks on the American nation. 

In 2002, he founded FAITH: 
An Endowment Fund for Or-

thodoxy and Hellenism which 
helped to support spiritual, ed-
ucational, and cultural ministries 
of the Archdiocese. He was also 
active in raising funds for phil-
anthropic purposes especially 
when natural disasters occurred 
such as Hurricane Katrina, the 
wildfires in Greece, and for the 
victims of the Indonesian tsuna-
mi. Archbishop Demetrios also 
focused on the bolstering of re-
lations with other Orthodox ju-
risdictions. In 2010, Archbishop 
Demetrios took the helm as the 
first Chairman of the Assembly 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
of North and Central America, a 
reconstituted form of the previ-
ous SCOBA which had existed 
for decades. 

In 2014, Archbishop Demetri-
os conducted the groundbreak-
ing for the new St. Nicholas 
National Shrine. The painstak-
ing process of negotiating with 
the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey finally arrived 
at an agreement leading to the 
groundbreaking and the com-

mencement of construction on 
the St. Nicholas Shrine which 
would experience some set-
backs and delays in the years to 
follow. 

In May of 2019, at the age 
of 91, the Ecumenical Patriarch 
of Constantinople accepted 
the resignation of Archbishop 
Demetrios. 

1999–2019
ARCHBISHOP DEMETRIOS (TRAKATELLIS)

Archbishop Demetrios blessing a soldier at Ground Zero
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Elpidophoros (born Yani) 
Lambriniadis was born in 1967 
in Bakirköy, Istanbul. He stud-
ied at the Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki from which he 
graduated in 1991. In 1993, he 
finished his post-graduate stud-
ies at the Philosophical School 
of the University of Bonn, Ger-
many. In the period 1996-1997, 
he studied at the Theological 
School of St. John of Damascus 
in Balamand, Lebanon where 
he improved his knowledge 
of Arabic. In 2001, he received 
a Ph.D. in Theology from the 
Theological School of the Aris-
totle University of Thessaloniki. 
In 2004, he served as Visiting 
Professor at Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology 
in Brookline, Massachusetts. In 
2009, he was elected Associate 
Professor, and then Professor in 
2018, of Symbolic Christian Cul-
ture at the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki. He has authored 
several books, studies, and ar-
ticles relevant to his field and 
related fields. 

He was ordained to the Holy 
Diaconate in 1994 at the Patri-
archal Cathedral of St. George 
in Constantinople and was 
thereafter appointed as the Co-
decographer of the Holy and 
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. From 1995 to 2005, 
he served as the Undersecretary 
of the Holy and Sacred Synod of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. In 
2005, he was ordained to the 
Holy Priesthood, elevated to the 

rank of Archimandrite, and ap-
pointed Chief Secretary of the 
Holy and Sacred Synod, a posi-
tion he held until 2011.  

In March 2011, he was elect-
ed Metropolitan of Bursa, and 
in August of the same year was 
appointed Abbot of the Holy Pa-
triarchal and Stavropegial Mon-
astery of the Holy Trinity on the 
island of Halki. He has served as 
the Orthodox Secretary of the 
Joint International Commission 
for the Theological Dialogue 
between the Orthodox Church 
and the Lutheran World Feder-
ation and as a member of the 
Patriarchal delegations to the 
General Assemblies of the Con-
ference of European Church-
es and the World Council of 
Churches. He was the Secretary 
of the Pan-Orthodox Synods in 
Sofia (1998), Istanbul (2005), 
Geneva (2006), and Istanbul 
(2008). He has been an active 
member of the World Council of 
Churches serving on its Central 
Committee and also serving on 
its Faith and Order Commission 
since 1996.

On May 11, 2019, he was 
elected Archbishop of America 
by the Holy and Sacred Synod 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and was enthroned at the Arch-
diocesan Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in New York City on June 
22, 2019. Among his first priori-
ties were stabilizing the financial 
turmoil which had consumed 
the Archdiocese at the time, 

finishing the long-delayed con-
struction of St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National 
Shrine, finding a solution to the 
Clergy Pension Program which 
was in a critical state, and stabi-
lizing the financial and academ-
ic status of Hellenic College 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology. 

In the months after his arriv-
al and enthronement as Arch-
bishop, he tirelessly worked to 
address these major issues and 
found ways to solve the sys-
temic problems afflicting them. 
Within his first few years as Arch-
bishop, the financial status of 
the Archdiocese was stabilized, 
the construction of St. Nicholas 
National Shrine was complet-
ed, Hellenic College Holy Cross 
was put on a solid financial and 
academic footing again, and a 
solution was found to the issue 
of the Clergy Pension Program 
without having to impact the 
commitments made to the cler-
gy of the Archdiocese. 

In October 2021, His Emi-
nence Archbishop Elpidopho-
ros of America welcomed His 
All-Holiness Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew to the Unit-
ed States on an Apostolic visit 
that lasted into the beginning 
of November. During this time, 
there were meetings with heads 
of state, dignitaries, religious 
leaders, clergy, and faithful from 
throughout the Archdiocese. 
The visit of Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew also inaugurated 
the beginning of the Archdio-
cese’s centennial celebrations. 

The year 2022 marked the 
centennial anniversary of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America. Numerous events 
were held highlighting the his-
tory of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and the 
vision being forged for the fu-
ture. His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros presided over the 
2022 Clergy-Laity Congress in 
New York City at which special 
events celebrating the occasion 
of the centennial including lec-
tures, panel discussions, a cen-
tennial exhibit, and galas were 
organized to mark this mile-
stone. It was also in this context 
that His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros presented his vi-
sion for the next 100 years of the 
Archdiocese so that our Ortho-
dox faith continues to grow and 
flourish in America. 

2019–PRESENT
ARCHBISHOP ELPIDOPHOROS (LAMBRINIADIS)

by stabilizing the financial and academic status of Hellen-
ic College Holy Cross. In his short tenure thus far, he has 
managed to stabilize the Archdiocese while simultaneous-
ly charting a course for the future.

In 2022, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
celebrated the centennial anniversary of its establish-
ment. As Greek Orthodox Christians, there is much to 
be proud of, especially when one considers where our 
people were just 100 years ago. But it is not only our 
past for which we take pride, but our future as well. With 
God’s uninterrupted guidance and mercy, our future will 
continue to be fashioned in His service and for His Glory. 

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew officiates 
at the Thyroinixia of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

and National Shrine.
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Direct Archdiocesan District 

Fr. George Bacopoulos (1963-1986)
Bishop Isaiah of Aspendos (1986-1992)
Fr. Germanos Stavropoulos (1992-1994)
Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou (1994-1996)
Fr. Alexander Leondis (1996-1997)
George Passias (1997-1999)

Bishop Savas of Troas (1999-2009)
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane (2009-2019)
Fr. Andreas Vithoulkas (2019-2022)
Fr. Nektarios Papazafiropoulos (2022-current) 
[Archdiocesan Chancellor]

Fr. Elias Villis (2022-current) [District Chancellor]

CHANCELLORS

K nown as District One when the Archdiocese 
was incorporated a century ago, the Archdioc-
esan District encompasses 63 parishes in parts 

of New York, Connecticut, the greater Washington (DC) 
area and the Bahamas. The District has the honor of hav-
ing as its presiding hierarch,  the Primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  For decades, the 
dual identity hindered the development of ministries. 
Approximately ten years ago, there was a concerted ef-
fort to develop local ministries and to foster a “District 
identity” within the clergy and faithful.
 

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
CLERGY SYNDESMOS
As  the majority of  District parishes are in  proximity  to 
each other, the St. John Chrysostom Clergy Sydesmos 
is able to meet on a regular basis annually. Within the 
Vicariates, there are local regional fellowships, which 
further facilitate interaction amongst the clergy to 
address pastoral issues while also enabling coordination 
of ministries to the faithful.
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CAMP ST. PAUL
One of the outstanding  ministries  of the  District  is its 
summer camp program for children 8-16 years of age. 
Started in 2004 as a one-week program with under 50 
campers, Camp St. Paul  has grown  exponentially  over 
the years and now encompasses 5 one-week sessions 
with  a total of approximately  700 registrations. While 
most of the campers come from the District, a number 
have come from other areas of the country as well as 
overseas. Having earned for itself a stellar reputation, 
the camping program comprises a  healthy  and bal-
anced combination of daily worship, Orthodox life ses-
sions, fellowship, recreational activities and much more. 
It is truly transformative, dramatically impacting the life 
of campers, their families and staff.   

PARATHOSI 
PARATHOSI allows the 
Archdiocesan District to come 
together to celebrate our 
Hellenic culture and heritage. 
Groups from around the 
Archdiocesan District showcase 
their knowledge of traditional 
dances, songs, and costumes in 
the spirit of Orthodox fellowship 
in this Greek Folk Dance event.  
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The Greek OrThOdOxThe Greek OrThOdOx

Metropolis of Boston

T hroughout its his-
tory, Boston has 
been an import-

ant Orthodox Church center. 
For instance, Boston was the 
residential seat of many key 
hierarchs, such as Bishop 
Athenagoras (Cavadas), who 
became Metropolitan of Phil-
adelphia and representative 
(apokrisiarios) of the Ecumen-
ical Patriarchate to the Church 
of Greece (among other notable ecclesial positions). 
Furthermore, New England, the Metropolis’s traditional 
territory, is home to some of the oldest Orthodox par-
ishes in the Americas. Many of these communities pre-
date the establishment of formal hierarchical structures 
in the United States and still exist to this day under the 
omophorion of the current metropolitan, His Eminence 
Metropolitan Methodios of Boston. The oldest of these 
communities is Holy Trinity Hellenic Orthodox Church 
in Lowell, Massachusetts, which traces its foundation to 
1900. 

The institution of hierarchical structure in the United 
States was crucial during the 1920s in the wake of the 
political turmoil in Greece during this period due to the 
aftermath of the Asia Minor Catastrophe and other dif-
ficult developments. In particular, friction between two 
major Greek political factions, the republicans (Veni-
zelists) and the monarchists (royalists), bled over into 
Hellenic communities in the United States. Many parish-
es split over these issues, with some Orthodox Chris-
tians forming canonically disordered, schismatic parish-
es and refusing to acknowledge the apostolic authority 
of the newly established Greek Orthodox Archdiocese—
an authority proceeding through the laying on of hands 
from the most ancient days of our Christian faith.

HISTORY  
The (then) Diocese of Boston was established on 
May 17, 1922, following the issuing of the second 
Patriarchal Tomos of 1922 by the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate of Constantinople. Shortly after this To-
mos, the first charter of the Archdiocese (1923) 
was granted by the Mother Church in Constantino-
ple, which specified the jurisdiction of the four di-
oceses. Though the actual organizational structure 
of the Greek Orthodox Church in the United States 
has undergone many revisions over the course of 
the past century (most notably the elevation of the 
Bishops of the American Dioceses to Metropoli-
tans of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 1997), the 
Metropolis of Boston continues to trace its found-
ing to the mandate of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
given over a century ago.
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However, thanks to the charismatic efforts, excellent lead-
ership, and genuine self-sacrifice of Orthodox parishio-
ners, clergy, and hierarchs over the course of the next few 
decades, many of these communities across New England 
were reunited and returned to canonical order, allowing 
the Greek Orthodox community to face the financial chal-
lenges of the Great Depression together.
 
With the coming of the Second World War, the Greek 
community rallied to join the fight against national social-
ism and fascism. Greek Americans from parishes across 
New England were drafted or volunteered to support our 
country in this time of need. Many did not survive, paying 
the ultimate sacrifice in service to the American people. 
After the conclusion of hostilities, many service members 
returned home to their families and loved ones and rekin-
dled their participation in parish life. 

 
Over the coming decades, the Orthodox communities 
of New England have only continued to grow in strength 
and commitment to service. Successive noble hierarchs, 
skilled clergy, and dedicated parishioners have made 
this possible. His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios 
of Boston was enthroned in 1984 and, as mentioned 
above, is the current overseer of Christ’s vineyard. His 
Eminence was the first hierarch of Boston to bear the 
title, “Metropolitan.” With almost forty years of service 
to his communities, we are deeply grateful for his many 
years of inspired leadership and wish him many more.
 

For the immigrant communities of the early twentieth 
century, the local parish represented not only a spiritual 
center, but also a place that provided valuable practical 
services, including Sunday school, Greek school, paro-
chial school, charitable work (chiefly through women’s 
service organizations), patronage of Greek cultural ac-
tivities (dance, music, etc.), as well as other communi-
ty-building functions. Greeks and other ethnic minori-
ties have been the subject of discrimination since their 
arrival on American shores, and the local parish has 
been part of the community environment that has pro-
vided a place for Americans of Greek descent to gather 
and celebrate their identity and culture. In order to bet-
ter provide for expanding communities, many parishes 
have greatly improved their edifices and facilities in the 
second half of the twentieth century, accommodating 
the next generation of Orthodox Christians.
 
As the complexities of the Metropolis of Boston’s mis-
sion have expanded, so too have its organizational 
needs. In the early 1970s, the Annunciation Cathedral in 
Boston purchased a plot of land in Brookline, Massachu-
setts, which houses a small chapel, cathedral offices, the 
cathedral center hall, and the offices of the Metropolis 
of Boston. Those offices continue to be used to this day 
to do the Lord’s work. 
 
In 1986, under the leadership of His Eminence Metropol-
itan Methodios, the Philoxenia House was established as 
the centerpiece of the Metropolis’s philanthropic minis-
try. The Philoxenia House opens its embrace to people 
who find themselves in Boston for medical reasons. Its 
resident guests travel from throughout the world, hail-
ing primarily from Greece and Cyprus, but also from Ro-
mania, Russia, Ukraine, Albania, as well as America. The 
common language of the Philoxenia House is the lan-
guage of love, understanding, kindness, and compas-
sion. Patients are infants, children, young adults, senior 
citizens, and everyone in between. With the continued 
commitment, support and guidance of His Eminence 
Metropolitan Methodios, the Metropolis Philoptochos 
Board, together with the support of local Philoptochos 
Chapters, and organizations and private donors, the 
Philoxenia House continues to embrace with love all 
who come seeking support.
 

Philoxenia House
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The Metropolis of Boston established its St. Methodios 
Faith and Heritage Center in the late 2000s. Construc-
tion was completed in 2009, and the center currently sits 
on 300 acres of New Hampshire woodlands, with more 
than fifty acres of developed facilities and activity space. 
The center has become a place of spiritual rest for Or-
thodox Christians across North America and an ideal 
setting for camps, gatherings, and retreats.

With extensive experience from running a successful 
youth camp with both winter and summer programs for 
over twenty years, His Eminence Metropolitan Methodi-
os set his ever-expanding goal and vision of retreat and 
ministry on offering family programs. With the comple-
tion of the Faith and Heritage Center in the fall of 2009, 
work began on the first ever Family Camping Program 
at the Metropolis of Boston Camp. In the winter of 2010, 
this new ministry made its entrance into the camping 
scene with our first Family Winter Camp and eventually 
Family Spring Camp.

In the fall of 2015, with significant popular demand 
for expanded youth programs, the Metropolis of Bos-
ton Camp, led by His Eminence, started its first ever fall 
camp program. The camp operates to this day, offering 
the opportunity to recharge, reconnect, and retreat, with 
camping ministries providing excellent, professional 
programs for youth and young adults. As of 2019, the 
Metropolis of Boston Camp continues to host both 
Greek Orthodox Youth Association (GOYA) fall and win-
ter camp programs in addition to four weeks of summer 
camp—all these programs are still led with the same spir-
it and values that the camp was 
founded upon.

Today, the Metropolis of Boston 
is home to sixty-two parishes, 
which minister to approximate-
ly 200,000 faithful. The current 
mission of the Metropolis of Bos-
ton is to proclaim the Gospel of 
Christ, to teach and spread the 
Orthodox Christian Faith, to ener-
gize, cultivate, and guide the life 
of the Church in the United States 
of America according to the Or-
thodox Christian Faith and Tradi-

tion. The Metropolis and its parishes accept all who in 
good faith wish to follow the teachings of Christ and live 
according to an authentic Orthodox Christianity rooted 
in those two values of Faith and Tradition. Those who 
wish to convert are welcomed throughout the Metropo-
lis, accepting the universal message of the Gospel. With 
the blessings of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, may 
the Metropolis of Boston and the entire Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America continue to do good works in 
the name of the triune Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—Trinity, one in essence and undivided.

St. Methodios Faith and Heritage Center

Aerial view of Metropolis of Boston Camp



–91–

section iii /  metropolises

Current Staff Serving the Metropolis of Denver
His Eminence Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver
Reverend Protopresbyter Louis J. Christopulos, Chancellor
Reverend Presbyter Simeon Pardalis,  
Assistant to the Metropolitan and the  
Chancellor/Registrar/Communications
Presbytera Marsha Christopulos,  
Office Administrator and Executive Assistant 
to the Metropolitan and the Chancellor
Pete Kappos, Building Maintenance Manager
C’Anne Faumere, Bookkeeper
Elaine Cladis, Reception Desk
Reverend Protopresbyter Theodore Dorrance, Department of 
Parish Health and Church Growth
Reverend Protopresbyter Nicholas Hadzellis, Youth Protection 
Advisor
Youth, Young Adult & Family Ministries Committee, Clergy 
Advisors: 
Reverend Protopresbyter Jordan Brown, Reverend 
Protopresbyter Mario Giannopoulos, Reverend Economos 
George Gartelos
Sam Galeotos, Metropolis Council Vice Chairman
Theodore Koinis, Metropolis Council Treasurer
Reverend Economos George Gartelos, Clergy Syndesmos 
President
Stella Piches, Metropolis Philoptochos President
Dr. Gregory Papadeas, Order of Saint Andrew Regional 
Commander
Chrysanthy Therianos, Church Music Ministry
Irene Cassis, Religious Education Advisor

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Denver is 
Dedicated to Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
Through the Orthodox Christian Faith so that All 
People May Attain Salvation in His Kingdom.

2021 STATISTICS
National, Archdiocese, International and Patriarchal 
Support

• Philoptochos
 − 31 Active Chapters – amongst the highest chap-
ter donors nationwide to National, Metropolis, 
and local commitments. A leader in fundraising 
for Saint Basil Academy for several years. 

• Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
 −  42 Archons of the Order of St. Andrew  
within our Metropolis

• 49 Leadership 100 Donors within the Metropolis
• There are several Archdiocesan Council Members, 

APC and ABC Representatives, and National Board 
Members of:  Philoptochos; Saint Basil Academy; 
HC/HC and Pan Orthodox Groups such as IOCC, 
OCMC, OPM, and OCF. 

WE ARE A CHURCH IN TRANSITION IN AMERICA  
— especially in our Metropolis – our health, our 
sustainability, our growth depends on welcoming into 
and lovingly sharing our beautiful Greek Orthodox 
faith within any and all interested – for the Glory of our 
Loving Lord for the building up of His Church.

PARISHES CELEBRATING 
100 YEARS & OLDER

14

Below: Clergy Syndesmos retreat, 2022

The Greek OrThOdOxThe Greek OrThOdOx

Metropolis of Denver
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T he Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Denver was 
established in 1979 and extends over a vast 
area of the Western Mountain and Central 

Plains states. The total population of the states that lie 
within the Metropolis of Denver is over 45 million peo-
ple, out of which approximately 35,000, or 0.078% (less 
than one-tenth of one percent), are members of Greek 
Orthodox parishes. 

Fifty parishes and three chapels under the spiritual guid-
ance of His Eminence Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver are 
scattered throughout 1.285 million square miles encom-
passing the states of Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming, as well as the west-
ern parts of Louisiana and Missouri. 
The states which comprise what is now called the Me-
tropolis of Denver were originally under the spiritual 
jurisdiction of the headquarters in San Francisco. These 
states later formed the Eighth Archdiocese District, 
when the Archdiocese of North and South America was 
subdivided into Archdiocese districts in 1968. During its 
existence from 1968 to 1977, the Eighth District was ad-
ministered by the following Assistant Bishops and Arch-
diocesan Vicars: 

• Bishop Iakovos of Catania (1968-70)
• Reverend William Gaines (1971) 
• Bishop John of Thermon (1972-1979) 

Under the administration of Bishop John of Thermon, 
the regional headquarters of the Eighth Archdiocese 
District were relocated from Houston, Texas to Denver, 
Colorado in 1974.

Although the Diocese of Denver was established by 
Decree of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 1979, the first 
bishop bearing the title Bishop of Denver was not en-
throned until 1984. The Hierarchs and Vicars who ad-
ministered the region from 1979 to 1992 were:
 

• Bishop Anthony of Amissos (1979) 
• Very Reverend Kallistos Samaras (1980) 
• Bishop Kallistos of Zelon (1982) 
• Bishop Philip of Daphnousia (1983) 
• Bishop Anthimos of Denver (1984-1987),  

the first Bishop of Denver
• Bishop Kallistos of Zelon (1988-1991) 
• Reverend Nicholas Triantafilou (1991-1992) 

On June 24, 1992, His Grace Bishop Isaiah became the 
second Bishop of Denver, relinquishing his former re-
sponsibilities as Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of North and South America. He was enthroned 

HISTORY OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF DENVER

The Metropolis of 
Denver encompasses 
the twelve states in 
blue, and the western 
portions of two states 
shown in light blue.

METROPOLIS OF DENVER PARISHES
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THE METROPOLIS CENTER
When the Diocese of Denver was established in 1979, 
there was no office space for the presiding bishops and 
clergy. From 1992 when Metropolitan Isaiah – then Bish-
op Isaiah, arrived in Denver, and for the next ten years, 
he and his staff had their offices in a small apartment in 
the basement of the Denver Cathedral. 

Today, the offices of Metropolitan Isaiah and his staff 
are housed in the beautiful Metropolis Center, (pictured 
above), which is adjacent to the Assumption Cathedral 
in Denver. It was designed by Mr. Christ Kamages, AIA, 
of San Francisco, and opened in 2002. After twenty 
years, the building is a timeless work of architecture and 
is fully paid for.

A beacon of Ortho-
doxy, the Metropolis 
Center sits atop a hill 
overlooking the City 
of Denver, with a fab-
ulous view of the Col-
orado Rockies, home 
to nearby Vail, Breck-
enridge, and Aspen 
Colorado, to name a 
few. 

Inside, the wood-carved doors the entrance hall is rem-
iniscent of the Great Hall at Ellis Island displaying eight 
murals by the artist Pietro Angel Palladini depicting the 
immigrant experience in America from the late nine-
teenth century through the twentieth century, portray-
ing different facets of the history of our ancestors and 
the Church. Turning towards the East is the beautiful 
Chapel, with amazing iconography that was created by 
the artist Leonidas Diamantopoulos. Inside the chapel, 
rests the Myrrh bearing icon of the Theotokos “Seek-
er of the Perishing”, a healing icon. Throughout the 
building are museum quality artifacts that have been 
donated over the years. His Eminence Metropolitan 
Isaiah has been the gatekeeper of this monument of 
Orthodoxy since its inception and pays meticulous at-
tention to all its adornments with love and devotion to 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. All are welcome to 
light a candle and enter into the quiet sanctuary and 
pray in peace. 

Athenagoras Chapel
 
HISTORY OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT 
MINISTRY 
In the 1970s and 1980s Youth Camping programs were 
made popular by the National Retreat Center (NRC) 
which became the Patriarch Athenagoras National Re-
treat (PANI) near Cheyenne, Wyoming. Eventually, youth 
camps developed in every Metropolis, thanks in part to 
the seeds that were sown at “The Retreat Center” as it 
was lovingly referred to.

The idea for a youth camp in Wyoming was planted by 
then Archbishop Athenagoras when he traveled to Wy-
oming to consecrate the parish of Saints Constantine 
and Helen in Cheyenne in the 1930’s. Eventually, the 
idea became the vision that became a reality under the 

Myrrh bearing icon

during ceremo-
nies on Septem-
ber 10, 1992 at 
the Cathedral of 
the Assumption 
of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in 
Denver. 

In November 
1997, Bishop Isa-
iah was elevated 

to the rank of Metropolitan by the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate, continuing in his capacity as hierarch of the Denver 
Metropolis. Metropolitan Isaiah is presently in his thirti-
eth year as the presiding hierarch of the Greek Ortho-
dox Metropolis of Denver. 

Metropolis of Denver
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spiritual leadership of +Fr. Dean Talagan. Thousands of 
GOYANs attended the Patriarch Athenagoras National 
Retreat Center. 

The Retreat Center was sold in 2008, and the proceeds 
began the Patriarch Athenagoras Youth Endowment. In 
March of 2022, the Metropolis received a sizable dona-
tion towards the purchase of a previously owned youth 
camp/retreat center, in the foothills of Denver. With the 
Lord’s blessings, the Metropolis is hoping to open the 
new retreat center to participants, by the end of the year 
2022, in order to continue the vision of Archbishop Ath-
enagoras.

Basketball tournament, Salt Lake

GOYA retreat at Front Range

Catechism Project

In 2017, the Metropolis hosted the first National Young 
Adults Conference in decades. The conference was held 
in Houston, Texas, and over 200 young adults from 30 
states participated. The Youth, Young Adult, and Fami-
ly Ministry Team overseen by Clergy Advisors, organize 
Metropolis events such as the Annual GOYA Basketball 
Tournament which typically hosts over 600 participants, 
YAL Conferences, the Metropolis Oratorical Festival, 
Camp Emmanuel, a summer camp session for junior 
and senior GOYANs, and fall and spring retreats.

We are grateful, that by God’s grace, along with the ded-
ication of our hierarchs, clergy, and faithful lay leaders, 
that these vital national ministries have their origin and 
continue to be revitalized in our Holy Metropolis.
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The Metropolis of Atlanta’s 
mission is to energize, cultivate 
and guide the faithful in the 
Southeastern United States 
by proclaiming the Gospel 
of Christ, and teaching and 
spreading the Orthodox 
Christian Faith.

From the Metropolis of 
Atlanta’s Strategic Plan, 
established at the Metropolis 
Clergy-Laity Assembly in 2015.

His Eminence Metropolitan +ALEXIOS of Atlanta
His Grace Bishop +SEVASTIANOS of Zela
Very Rev. Fr. George Tsahakis, Chancellor
Mrs. Ethel Gjerde, Executive Assistant
Mr. Nick Kostopoulos, Correspondence Secretary
Ms. Joanne Mertzanis, Assistant to the Chancellor
Ms. Monica Gjerde, Education, Hellenic Culture and Youth Coordinator
Mr. Nicholas Moraitakis, Metropolis Council Vice President
Mrs. Irene Politis, Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos President
Mr. George Matthews, Director of the Diakonia Retreat Center
Mr. Mark Moraitakis, Chairman of the Diakonia Retreat Center Board

1951: The Archdiocese of North & 
South America establishes the Fifth 
Archdiocesan District, with a see in 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

1768: The first Greek Orthodox 
Christians arrive in the New  
World as part of the New Smyrna 
colony, in what is now St. Augustine, 
Florida.

1864: Holy Trinity Cathedral in New 
Orleans becomes the first Greek Or-
thodox Church in the Americas.

1922: Chapter No. 1 of AHEPA is 
established in Atlanta, Georgia.

1941: Bishop +GERMANOS of Nyssa 
serves the faithful until 1962.

TIMELINE OF THE ATLANTA METROPOLIS

The Greek OrThOdOxThe Greek OrThOdOx

Metropolis of Atlanta
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1960: Bishop +SILAS of Amphipo-
lis (later, the Metropolitan of New 
Jersey) serves the 8th Archdioc-
esan District, which consisted of 
Alabama, Arkansas, Kansas, Louisi-
ana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Tennessee (except Knoxville), 
the parish of Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church in Pensacola, as 
well as the countries of Mexico and 
Panama.

1967: The first annual Post-Christ-
mas GOYA Winter Youth Rally is 
inaugurated. 

1962: Bishop +AIMILIANOS of 
Harioupolis serves the Fifth District 
until 1973.

1973: Bishop +IAKOVOS of Cat-
ania serves the Fifth District until 
1977.

1977: Bishop +PHILOTHEOS of 
Meloa & Fr. Phaethon Constan-
tinides serve as the Archepiscopal 
Vicar.

1988: Fr. Petros Kopsahilis is 
appointed as Chancellor.

The Fifth District is reorganized 
as the Diocese of Charlotte. His 
Grace Bishop +JOHN is enthroned 
and installed as the first Bishop of 
the new Diocese in late 1977 and 
serves until 1988.

1980: The See of the Diocese 
becomes the city of Atlanta, 
Georgia. Archimandrite Jeremiah 
Monios serves as Chancellor.

1989: Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou 
serves as Archepiscopal Vicar.
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1990: Bishop +PHILIP of 
Daphnousia is elected to 
the Diocese of Atlanta and is 
enthroned in 1991.

1993: St. Stephen’s Summer Camp 
is established.

1995: The Diocesan headquarters 
& the Archangel Michael Chapel 
are consecrated. 

His Grace Bishop +PHILIP falls 
asleep in the Lord.

1996: Bishop +IAKOVOS of 
Catania returns to Atlanta, serving 
as the Archepiscopal Vicar.

1997: Bishop +ALEXIOS is 
selected as the Archepiscopal Vicar 
for the Diocese of Atlanta.

1998: The Archangel Michael 
Feast & Honors Weekend is 
inaugurated.

Bishop +ALEXIOS blesses the 
parish of St. Nektarios Greek 
Orthodox Church in Charlotte, NC 
with its official charter.

1999: Bishop +ALEXIOS elevated 
to the see of Atlanta.

Bishop +ALEXIOS blessed the 
Greek Orthodox Church of 
Cumming, GA, placing it under the 
protection of Sts. Raphael, Nicholas 
and Irene.

2000: Hellenic Dance Festival is 
established.

2001: Fr. Petros Kopsahilis retires 
as Diocese Chancellor and is suc-
ceeded by Fr. George Tsahakis.
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2002: The Diocese of Atlanta is el-
evated to the Metropolis of Atlanta, 
with Bishop +ALEXIOS becoming 
the Metropolitan of Atlanta.

Christ the Savior Greek Orthodox 
Church.

St. John Chrysostom Greek 
Orthodox Church.

Metropolitan +ALEXIOS offers 
his hierarchical blessings for the 
establishment of Christ the Savior 
Greek Orthodox Church in Spring 
Hill, FL & St. John Chrysostom 
Greek Orthodox Church in Hobe 
Sound, FL.

St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox 
Church

Saints Raphael, Nicholas & Irene 
Greek Orthodox Church

2003: Metropolitan +ALEXIOS 
offers his blessings for the 
establishment of Orthodox 
Christian Missions in Peachtree 
City, GA and in Palm Harbor, FL. 
These missions will become St. 
Christopher Hellenic Orthodox 
Church & Sts. Raphael, Nicholas 
& Irene Greek Orthodox Church, 
respectively.

2004: The Diakonia Retreat Center 
is established in Salem, South 
Carolina to serve the faithful as a 
space for retreats, workshops, and 
St. Stephen’s Summer Camp.

2005: Metropolitan +ALEXIOS 
blesses the founding of an 
Orthodox Christian Mission in 
Mooresville, NC, soon to be 
consecrated as St. Luke Greek 
Orthodox Church.

2006: Holy Trinity-Holy Apostles 
Greek Orthodox Church is 
consecrated to serve Orthodox 
Christian families in Greenville, 
North Carolina and the 
surrounding area.

2013: Two Orthodox Christian 
parishes in the Tri-Cities area (Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church & 
Resurrection Antiochian Orthodox 
Church) come together as the 
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2015: Construction begins on the 
Panagia Chapel at the Diakonia 
Retreat Center.

2018: A copy of the Panagia Vima-
tarissa icon arrives in the Panagia 
Chapel, as a gift from Vatopaidi 
Monastery.

2016: The Metropolis of Atlanta is 
proud to call on the support of the 
majority of its parishes to assist in 
the construction of the St. Nicholas 
Shrine at Ground Zero.

His Grace Bishop +SEVASTIANOS of 
Zela arrives to assist in ministering to 
the faithful.

2020: In an effort to serve the needs 
of the youth during the COVID-19 
pandemic, digital offerings guide 
the young through our “Journey to 
Pascha” & “The 12 Days of Christ-
mas”, as well as a digital video 
series, “Summer Reset”, in place of 
St. Stephen’s.

2022: The Metropolis of Atlanta 
joins its fellow sister Metropolis-
es in honoring the Archdiocesan 
Centennial, honoring the past, and 
looking forward to the next 100 
years. 

2021: The Metropolis celebrates 
the Bicentennial of the Greek 
Revolution with presentations at 
the Cathedral of the Annunciation 
(Atlanta, GA) & St. Nicholas (Tarpon 
Springs, FL) as well as concerts and 
online seminars.

newly created parish of Christ 
the Savior, with the blessing of 
Bishop Antoun of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Diocese, and under 
the omophorion of His Eminence 
Metropolitan +ALEXIOS of Atlanta.
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CLERGY
His Eminence Metropolitan NICHOLAS
Fr. Teodor Petrutiu - Sts. Constantine and Helen, 
Westland, MI, Co-Chancellor
Fr. Nicolaos Kotsis - St. Nicholas, Ann Arbor, MI,  
Co-Chancellor 
Fr. Stavros Ballas - Annunciation, Chattanooga, TN
Fr. Jon Boukis - Assumption, Louisville, KY
Fr. Christos Christakis - Annunciation, Buffalo, NY
Fr. Mark Emroll - Holy Trinity - St. Nicholas, Cincinnati, 
OH
Fr. Stephen Gousios - St. Catherine, Ithaca, NY
Fr. Gregory Hohnholt - Holy Trinity, Carmel, IN
Fr. Larry Legakis - Holy Trinity, Toledo, OH
Fr. William Redmon - Panagia Pantovasilissa, Lexington, KY

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
Gus Stavropoulos – Sts. Constantine & Helen, Westland, 
MI

METROPOLIS STAFF
His Eminence Metropolitan NICHOLAS
Fr. Teodor Petrutiu, Co-Chancellor
Fr. Nicolaos Kotsis, Co-Chancellor
Harriet Stoukas, Administrator
Eva Konstantakos, Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries
Anna Diamantaras, Housekeeping

LAITY
Patrick Crosson - St. Nicholas, Troy, MI, Vice Chair
Theone Dickos - St. Nicholas, Ann Arbor, MI, 
Philoptochos
Maria Abboud - Annunciation, Dayton, OH
Lewis Assaley - Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas, Cincinnati, OH
Gerald Biernacki - Holy Trinity, Toledo, OH
Endy Carter - Annunciation, Memphis, TN
Ron Harb - Annunciation, Little Rock, AR
Carl Hollister - Sts. Constantine & Helen, Middletown, 
OH
Lazaros Kircos - St. George, Southgate, MI
John Liadis - Holy Cross, Farmington Hills, MI
William G. Lianos - Annunciation, Detroit, MI
Patrick Markey - Annunciation, Buffalo, NY
Sotiris Pagdadis - Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas, Cincinnati, 
OH
Vicki Pappas - Holy Trinity, Carmel, IN
Theodore Poplos - Annunciation, Memphis, TN
Chris Rongos - Holy Trinity, Fort Wayne, IN
Jim Stathopoulos - Annunciation, Rochester, NY
Mark Stavropoulos - Sts. Constantine & Helen, 
Westland, MI
Gregory Zotos - St. Nicholas, Troy, MI

The Greek OrThOdOxThe Greek OrThOdOx

Metropolis of Detroit
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INTRODUCTION
Greek Orthodox Christians have lived in the area that is 
now designated as the Metropolis of Detroit since the 
final years of the 19th century, when immigrants from 
Greece first arrived in the industrializing cities of the 
Great Lakes and Ohio River waterways. The first parish-
es were established between 1900 and 1915, in Detroit, 
Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Memphis, Rochester, and other 
places. 

EARLY HISTORY
These early parishes grew and thrived through the 
tireless effort and unceasing devotion of the founding 
families, and were strengthened continually by ongoing 
immigration from overseas. A new wave of immigrants 
followed the First World War, including refugees from 
the catastrophe in Asia Minor in the early 1920s, and 
new strength was added once again after the Second 
World War and the Greek Civil War, as refugees from 
the broken villages and cities of Greece sought new 
hope and a new life in the New World.

There was often tension within the communities in 
those early years, and in several cities competing par-
ishes were set up opposite to one another, dividing the 
Greek community over political matters back home. 
Through the tireless efforts of Archbishop Athenagoras, 
the tension of those decades was resolved and the di-
visions overcome, so that by the early 1950’s, most of 
the parishes comprising the Metropolis of Detroit had 
taken their present shape, with parish life centered on 
the celebration of the Eucharist each Sunday in Church-
es that served the same geographical area they serve 
today, sustained by the normal Archdiocesan ministries 
of the Ladies Philoptochos, the GOYA, HOPE, and JOY, 
Sunday School, and Choir. Since that period, the growth 
of the communities, and the urban and cultural realities 
of the subsequent decades have resulted in several 
parishes spinning off daughter communities, to reach a 
total of 47 parishes, three chapels, and one monastery. 
The vicissitudes of history have resulted, however, in 
many of the parishes relocating from their original sites; 
the present church buildings of the Metropolis date in 
large part from the 1970’s and later.

HIERARCHS OF THE METROPOLIS AND ITS 
PRECURSORS
In the earliest days of the Archdiocese, there were four 
diocesan districts: the Archdiocesan district in New York 
City, and three other dioceses, in Chicago, Boston, and 
San Francisco. The parishes of the future Metropolis of 
Detroit seem to have been split between the adminis-
tration of the Archdiocese in New York and the diocesan 
center in Chicago. In the face of the political divisions 
and competing jurisdictions of the 1920s, however, 
that original shape could not last. In 1930, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Photios II and Archbishop Chrysostomos of 
Greece worked with one another to reunify  where there 
was division and sent Metropolitan Damaskinos (Papan-
dreou) of Corinth to serve as Exarch of the Patriarch, to 
assume sole authority in America and to recommend 
a solution to the division in the ecclesiastical life of the 
Greek communities in America. His recommendations 
were adopted, and the assignment of a new Archbish-
op, Athenagoras, together with a new archdiocesan 
charter in 1931, saw them put into full effect. 

That new charter granted administrative authority to the 
Archbishop, and designated the three diocesan bish-
ops as auxiliaries to assist under the authority of Arch-
bishop Athenagoras. By the time Archbishop Michael 
succeeded to the archepiscopal throne in 1949, it was 
judged that the crisis and division requiring the single 
authority of the Archbishop had passed, and efforts be-
gan to decentralize the Archdiocese once again. Two 
new Archdiocesan Districts were established in 1955, 
with the 5th District in Charlotte, N.C., for the Southern 
States, and the 6th District in Pittsburgh, for the states of 
Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia, and of course 
central & western Pennsylvania.

The first hierarch of the 6th Archdiocesan District was 
Bishop Polyefktos (Finfinnis) of Tropaiou, and he imme-
diately took an active role in the pastoral care of the par-
ishes under his care; he appears in many of the records 
of the parishes of the Metropolis of Detroit. He was suc-
ceeded by Bishop Theodosios (Sideris) of Ancona, who 
exercised pastoral care and authority for the parishes of 
the future Metropolis of Detroit until at least 1960, and 
probably until 1962.
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At that point, finally, we see the administrative begin-
nings of the Metropolis of Detroit. The 7th Archdioce-
san District was established in Detroit either in 1960 or 
in 1962, along with the 8th and the 9th Districts (now 
the Archdiocese of Canada and the Metropolis of Den-
ver). Whatever the date of original establishment, there 
is no record of any bishop holding direct administrative 
authority in Detroit until Bishop Germanos (Psallidakis) 
of Synadon, who was enthroned by Archbishop Iakovos 
at the Annunciation Church in Detroit on May 3, 1962. 
That Annunciation Church, the mother parish of the 
churches of metropolitan Detroit, was then established 
as the Cathedral for the newly enthroned bishop. His 
offices were first at 1038 Burns Street, and then at the 

home on 19405 Renfrew 
Road in Detroit, where 
they remained until 2003. 
Bishop Germanos admin-
istered the district until 
1969.

Upon his departure, Bish-
op Iakovos (Garmatis) of 
Apameia, (later Metro-
politan Iakovos of Chica-
go) came to oversee the 
7th District from 1969 
to 1973. In 1971, he be-
came president of Hel-
lenic College in Brook-
line, but Boston diocesan 

records and parish records in Dayton, Ohio indicate 
that he continued to administer the diocese of Detroit 
until 1973, when Bishop 
Demetrios (Makris) of 
Olympos left Boston and 
arrived in Detroit to as-
sume the administration 
of the 7th District. 

Bishop Demetrios de-
parted in 1976, and Bish-
op Iakovos returned to 
administer the diocese 
until the arrival of Bishop 
Timothy (Negrepontis) 
in 1978. Bishop Timothy 

administered the 7th District through its establishment 
as the Diocese of Detroit in 1979, and he continued as 
the Bishop of Detroit until 1995. After Bishop Timothy’s 
retirement, the diocese was administered by Bishop 
Maximos of Diokleia, later Metropolitan Maximos of 
Pittsburgh, as locum tenens until the elevation of Bish-
op Nicholas (Pissare) to the diocesan throne in 1999. 
He was the first American-born hierarch to shepherd 
the diocese and, in 2002, Bishop Nicholas was elevated 
to the rank of Metropolitan of Detroit, to accompany the 
new charter granted to the Archdiocese in 2003. At that 
point the Diocese of Detroit took its current shape and 
rank as the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit.

BOUNDARIES OF THE METROPOLIS
In the early days of the 7th District, it encompassed 
somewhat more of Ohio than the current Metropolis. 
The parishes in Mansfield & Lorain, and eventually Co-
lumbus, were overseen from Detroit rather than Pitts-
burgh, and laypeople from as far east as Canton served 
on the Archdiocesan Council as representatives of the 
7th District until as late as 1979. Also, in 1966 the District 
included none of the Tennessee or Arkansas parishes, 
which remained a part of the 8th District (centered in 
Houston, and eventually transferred to Denver), nor the 
parish in Jamestown, NY, which remained with the 6th 
District in Pittsburgh. By 1975, however, the Arkansas & 
Tennessee parishes had been added to the 7th District, 
and the Lorain parish had reverted to Pittsburgh.His Grace  

Bishop Timothy of Pamphilos

His Grace  
Bishop Iakovos of Apameia
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By 1981, the Diocese of Detroit had reached its cur-
rent composition and boundaries, encompassing all 
of Michigan, upstate New York (from Binghamton west, 
including Jamestown), western Ohio (including the five 
parishes in Toledo, Springfield, Dayton, Middletown, 
and Cincinnati, with the parishes in Mansfield & Colum-
bus reverting to Pittsburgh), the Indiana parishes in Indi-
anapolis and Ft. Wayne, all the parishes in Kentucky and 
Arkansas, and the Nashville, Memphis, and Chattanoo-
ga parishes in Tennessee. 

SHAPE AND CHARACTER OF THE 
METROPOLIS
Viewed on the map, the Metropolis of Detroit looks like 
an accident of history, but like the rivers and waterways 
that it is shaped around, it is in truth a natural phenom-
enon, bound by cultural ties and relationships that long 
pre-date even the arrival of the first Greek immigrants. 
As a testament to this, one finds in almost every state 
of the Metropolis counties, towns, and streets named 
for the figures who won the region once known as the 
Northwest Territories for the newly independent United 
States in the late 1700’s, among them Nathaniel Roch-
ester, Anthony Wayne & Arthur St. Clair. 

Once the Northwest Territories were incorporated into 
the United States, settlers from upstate New York, espe-
cially the region surrounding Rochester itself (founded 
by and named for Nathaniel Rochester) moved further to 
the west, carrying with them the names of the upstate re-
gion to Michigan and points west, where once again one 
sees towns named Rochester, Bloomfield, Monroe, etc. 
These original bonds of migration were sustained by the 
newly built Erie Canal, and the ongoing realities of trade 
and business through the waterways of the Great Lakes 
and the Ohio River connected the people of upstate 
New York and the states of the upper Midwest into a 
common culture and life throughout the industrialization 
processes of the 19th century. Even the campaigns of the 
western theatre of the American Civil War bear witness 
to this reality; troops from Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Kentucky fought in the armies of the Ohio, the Tennes-
see, and the Cumberland under the command of Gen-
eral U.S. Grant down through Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
Arkansas, as an essential step toward the end of the war.

These bonds forged by migration, business, and war 
were renewed and cemented at the dawn of the 20th 
century, with the explosion of the new automotive in-
dustry and the countless business opportunities that 
surrounded it. In those first decades, countless factories 
sprung up throughout the region, all looking to Detroit 
as their center. 

It was, indeed, this reality that drew the Greek immigrants 
to the cities and towns of what we now call the Rust Belt. 
In the factories and neighborhoods of these cities, they 
found jobs and homes, and the opportunity not just to 
build their own individual communities, but to establish 
strong relationships between the parishes that they cre-
ated. The social bonds they established at work and at 
home mirrored the pre-existing regional ties of history 
and family, labor and business, and created a bonafide 
community of Greek Orthodox faithful across the rivers, 
hills, and plains of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, New York, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Arkansas. Many of the families 
that comprise the parishes of the Metropolis are the fruit 
of those cross-community relationships; the cross-com-
munity dances, festivals, youth activities and cultural 
events of these years bore fruit in many marriages.
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The region of the Metropolis has been hit hard econom-
ically in recent years. The decline of the automotive in-
dustry has required resilience, solidarity, creativity, and a 
deep faith from the clergy and laity of the Metropolis of 
Detroit. But they have remained here through all those 
trials, faithful to God and dedicated to the preservation 
and growth of the communities built by their grandpar-
ents. Even the challenges of the past decades have only 
strengthened the bonds that unite them. The Metropolis 
of Detroit is among the smallest of the Metropolises of 
the Archdiocese, but is always foremost in its support of 
the Archdiocese and its programs, contributing far more 
than its proportional share in matters both of finance 
and volunteer service to the greater Church. The words 
of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, have become a 
byword for the Faithful he has shepherded through the 
difficult years since 1999: “We are frugal for ourselves, 
but generous to others.”

CONCLUSION
In this Archdiocesan anniversary year of 2022, the com-
munities of the Metropolis are more closely bound than 
ever before, and as they celebrate their own respec-
tive 100th anniversaries, they look with confidence and 

excitement to the future. Those who seek the ancient 
faith of the apostles and of Basil the Great, Gregory the 
Theologian and John Chrysostom are welcomed with 
open arms in the parishes of the Metropolis, bringing 
new vibrancy and strength to the communities, even as 
the clergy and lay leaders of the Metropolis continue to 
actively seek out and care for the pastoral needs of all 
those who have been baptized in these communities 
from the beginning. Entrusting themselves to the grace 
and mercy of the Triune God, they are certain that the 
best is yet to come.



–105–

section iii /  metropolises

T he current Metropolis of Pittsburgh first took 
shape with the formation of the 6th Archdi-
ocesan District in the summer of 1955, at the 

initiative of then Archbishop Michael of North & South 
America. His Eminence believed that the people of 
Western Pennsylvania, Ohio, western New York, Mich-
igan, and northern Kentucky needed a closer episco-

METROPOLIS
His Eminence Metropolitan Savas (Zembillas) 

STAFF AND MINISTRY LEADERS
Fr. George S. Callos, Chancellor
Archdeacon Ryan (Raphael) Gzikowski, Assistant to 
Metropolitan & Registrar
Alyssa Kyritsis, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director
Marina Papafil, Camping Ministries Coordinator
Maria Stamoolis, Greek Education & Culture Director
Stacey Stathulis, Stewardship, Outreach, & Evangelism 
Coordinator

pal presence to meet their many liturgical and pastoral 
needs. A local organizing committee was formed, and 
donations were solicited for the purchase in June 1955 
of the current headquarters primarily through the efforts 
of the local Philoptochos chapters. At their October 
11, 1955 session, the Holy & Sacred Synod of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate elected the V. Rev. Archimandrite 

Polyefktos Finfinnis, dean of 
the Annunciation Cathedral in 
San Francisco, to be the Bish-
op of Tropaiou, available to 
Archbishop Michael for assign-
ment. He was consecrated to 
the episcopacy at St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 
Pittsburgh (the only Greek Or-
thodox Hierarch ordained in 
Pittsburgh) on November 3 of 
that year, and served as the first 
Hierarch of the 6th Archdioce-
san District. 

The area he was appointed to 
oversee had been populated 

Bishop Gerasimos (when he was bishop of the 6th District - 
1967-1977) with the plans for a new church complex for the 
Annunciation Cathedral community in Columbus, OH.

The Greek community of Pittsburgh, 1904 (two years before the formation of the 1st Greek 
parish in OH-PA-WV - what is now St. Nicholas Cathedral in Pittsburgh).

The Greek OrThOdOxThe Greek OrThOdOx

Metropolis of Pittsburgh
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by Greek immigrants beginning in the late 19th century 
who found work in the coal mines, steel mills, and fac-
tories of the then industrial heart of America. The first 
Greek immigrant to Pittsburgh came from the Arcadian 
village of Vlahokerasia in 1890, closely followed by many 
others from this village. Over the following decades 
others came, largely from the islands of Chios, Rhodes, 
Ikaria, Kalymnos, and Cyprus, drawn to the cities and 
towns by relatives who had found earlier success in lo-
cating honest but hard work. Beginning with the Greek 
Community of Allegheny County, PA (the greater Pitts-
burgh area) in 1908, parishes were organized around 
substantial Greek populations, which then were able to 
serve the liturgical needs locally and in surrounding ar-
eas, traveling from town to town. Significant parish foun-
dations took place between 1912-1920, and by the time 
of the issuance of the Archdiocesan Charter in 1922, 
there were more than 30 active and growing communi-
ties in the area that would become the 6th District, and 
throughout the 1930s and 1940s more communities 
were founded. By the time of the formation of the 6th 
District in 1955, the area contained 57 parishes, many 
with well-established and stable clergy and lay leader-
ship, some of whom would go on to prominent roles in 
the Archdiocese and its institutions.

When Bishop Polyefktos was elevated to the rank of Met-
ropolitan and transferred to South America in 1960, His 
Eminence Archbishop Iakovos assigned the newly con-
secrated Bishop Theodosios (Sideris) of Ancona, who 
had most recently been the proistamenos of the Three 
Hierarchs parish in Brooklyn, to be the second bishop of 

the 6th District. During his tenure, clergy and lay lead-
ership of the District (led by Fr. George Bartz of Akron, 
Ohio) recognized the opportunity for spiritual growth 
and development through the expanding role of camp 
ministries in America, and they began the camp minis-
tries of the 6th District – which continue uninterrupted 
to the present day, having adapted to different facilities 
and eras to enrich the lives of over 10,000 youth and 
young adults. 

In December 1967, Archbishop Iakovos determined 
that Bishop Theodosios would be the ideal candidate 
to lead the newly formed 9th Archdiocesan District (of 
Canada), and he brought to Pittsburgh then-Bishop 
from Boston, His Grace Gerasimos (Papadopoulos) of 
Abydos. Over the course of his decade of leadership, 
Bishop Gerasimos formed a close bond with the clergy 
and lay leadership of the district, visiting the parish com-
munities extensively, conducting Bible studies from the 
kitchen of the District house, and ordaining many young 
men to the diaconate and priesthood.  In 1977, seeing 
the coming administrative changes in the Archdiocese 
and wishing to devote himself more fully to prayer and 
the scripture, Bishop Gerasimos retired from active di-
ocesan life, going briefly to Greece before accepting 
(again) the call to teach and minister to the students at 
Holy Cross in Brookline. 

Then-Bishop Maximos at the ground-breaking for 
the new Cathedral community in Columbus.

Then-Metropolitan Maximos with then-Bishop Savas on the day of 
the latter's ordination to the Episcopacy.
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Upon the retirement of Bishop Gerasimos, Archbishop 
Iakovos assigned to the 6th District the newly ordained 
Bishop Anthimos of Christoupolis, former dean of the 
Archdiocesan Cathedral, who remained in Pittsburgh for 
just under two years.  During this time, a new charter 
was granted by the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and new 
Regulations were developed, which transformed the 
then-districts into distinct dioceses with ruling bishops. 
Bishop Anthimos played a critical role in ensuring the 
current diocesan location of Pittsburgh was maintained 
(rather than moving to another city), and at the time of 
formal episcopal elections was elected the first Bishop 
of Boston. 

When the time came for an election of a Bishop of Pitts-
burgh, the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate elected the then-Bishop of Diokleia, Maximos 
(Aghiorgoussis), who had been a professor of Systemat-
ic Theology at Holy Cross for years.  Enthroned on April 
27, 1979, Bishop Maximos began an energetic 32-year 
ministry to the Diocese of Pittsburgh – now transformed 
by the formation of other dioceses to no longer include 
western Ohio or Michigan or western New York, but now 
incorporating Columbus, Ohio and the Eastern portion 
of Pennsylvania (except for greater Philadelphia) with 
the portions previously included (central and western 
PA, eastern Ohio, and West Virginia).  Within the first 

year, His Grace appointed the founding pastor of St. 
Nicholas in Flushing, NY, the Rev. Fr. Constantine Volaitis, 
as his chancellor, and appointed the first full-time Youth 
Director of any of the dioceses, Mr. Damon Halkias.  To-
gether with the engaged clergy and lay leadership, the 
diocese under his direction continued to nurture the 
thriving camp ministry, and expanded its reach through 
energetic communications outreach (with a monthly di-
ocesan newspaper), thoughtful engagement in ecumen-
ical dialogue, the promotion of spiritual wellness and 
growth through spiritual renewal conferences, and the 
foundation of the first men’s monastery in the early 1980s 
(St. Gregory Palamas, near Perrysville, Ohio) and the first 
women’s monastery in the late 1980s (Nativity of the The-
otokos, near Saxonburg, Pennsylvania). 

During this period of parish and diocesan growth, there 
was a natural growth in engagement in the Archdioce-
san ministries and life.  The 1980s saw the strong involve-
ment of a number of leaders of the diocese in the Archdi-
ocesan Council, the formation of the Archbishop Iakovos 
Leadership 100 Endowment, and other significant en-
deavors of the national Church, including the budding 
Young Adult League and early stewardship efforts. 

In recognition of the dedicated labors of the diocesan 
hierarchs, the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Patriarchate 

Metropolitan Savas with the 2021 Clergy-Laity Assembly attendees in Canton, OH.
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Hierarchs of the 6th District / Diocese of  
Pittsburgh / Metropolis of Pittsburgh: 

Bishop Polyefktos of Tropaiou (1955-1960)
Bishop Theodosios of Ancona (1960-1967) 
Bishop Gerasimos of Abydos (1967-1977) 
Bishop Anthimos of Christoupolis (1977-1979) 
Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh (1979-2011) 
Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh (2011-present)

Metropolitan Savas with the St. John the Divine community of Wheeling, West Virginia for Sunday of Orthodoxy.

elevated Bishop Maximos and the other diocesan hi-
erarchs to the dignity of Metropolitan at their Novem-
ber 24, 1997 meeting – each being given the title of a 
see within the Ecumenical Patriarchate, but remaining 
the presiding hierarch of their diocese in America. This 
changed again in December 2002, when the dioceses 
were elevated to metropolises (and the Hierarchs be-
came the Metropolitans of their respective Metropolises 
in the US). 

His health declining, Metropolitan Maximos submit-
ted his resignation in August 2011.  In November of 
the same year, the Holy and Sacred Synod elected 
then-Bishop Savas (Zembillas) of Troas to be the second 
Metropolitan of Pittsburgh. Enthroned on December 
8, 2011, Metropolitan Savas proceeded to build upon 
the tremendous work of his predecessor, recognizing 
the central place of youth and young adult ministries, 
the need to build up resources for the education of chil-
dren and families, and facing the challenges of living the 
Christian life in the modern world and in the “rustbelt” 
of America.  During the first decade, the Metropolitan 
and the clergy and lay leadership of the Metropolis 
have worked to face challenges of the decline of small 
parishes in former mill and mining towns and bridg-
ing the generational culture gap, while also seeing the 
blessings of the birth or sustenance of mission parishes, 
dynamic ministries, and a new crop of energetic lead-
ership.  The dedicated women of Philoptochos have 
pushed themselves beyond their wildest expectations 
with expanded feeding programs, generous support for 
the dignified burial of the indigent, the Metropolis’s first 
ever successful hosting of the Children’s Medical Fund 

Luncheon, and much more, working closely with the 
National Philoptochos and their ministry priorities. 

A prominent feature in the past decade has been the 
abundance of parish centennials celebrated within 
the current Metropolis of Pittsburgh.  Among its pres-
ent 48 parishes, 2 former parishes (now chapels), and 
2 mission communities, 27 parishes celebrated their 
centennials before this year – each one highlighting the 
strengths of their founding members, the loving service 
of clergy and cantors and choir and leadership, and 
looking hopefully toward the second century of shining 
the Christian light to their local community.   

With the first century of Archdiocesan life concluding, 
and with it the first 57 years of episcopal ministry in 
Pittsburgh, the challenges of the future will be met by 
dedicated and energetic leadership – young and old, 
men and women, clergy and lay – who are committed to 
Christ and His church, to “bear one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2), and to bringing 
the Gospel to those who need it most in the world.
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G R E E K  O R T H O D O X 
METROPOLIS OF SAN FRANCISCO

OUR SPIRITUAL LEADERS

Bishop Kallistos 
of San Francisco
1927 – 1940

Bishop Eirinaios 
of San Francisco
1941 – 1944

Bishop Athenagoras 
of Elaia
1950 – 1955

Bishop Demetrios 
of Olympos
1955 – 1960

Bishop Meletios 
of Christianoupolis
1960 – 1978

Metropolitan Anthony 
of San Francisco
1979 – 2004

OUR METROPOLIS

When the Archdiocese was first established in 1922, San 
Francisco was one of the four original districts. By this same time, 

several parishes had already established in west coast cities including 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Oakland, Sacramento, Seattle and Portland. 
Over the past century, the Metropolis of San Francisco has established itself 
as a vibrant center of Orthodoxy which now includes 67 parishes and two 
chapels in the states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon 

and Washington. There are also three 
dynamic monastic communities 
in Florence, AZ; Dunlap, CA; and 
Goldendale, WA. The Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis of San Francisco is comprised 
of more than 1.2 million square miles 
of land and water – one of the largest 
territories in the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America.

OUR MINISTRIES
• Christian Education
• Church Music
• Clergy Continuing Education
• Family Wellness
• Folk Dance and Choral Festival
• Greek Language and Culture
• Greek Village Camp
• Missions and Evangelism
• Orthodox Parish Leadership
• Philoptochos
• Saint Nicholas Ranch 

and Retreat Center
• Stewardship
• YAL Conference
• Youth and Young Adults

Metropolitan 
Gerasimos 

of San Francisco
2005 – Present
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• Philoptochos is a 
cornerstone ministry of 
the Metropolis. Through 
their philanthropic works 
they have helped countless 
people during times of great 
need, and they have been 
exceptional collaborators in 
their parishes. For over 35 years, Kids ‘n’ Cancer has 
been a signature program where the Metropolis 
Philoptochos sponsors four regional camps 
throughout the west for children with cancer and 
their families. They have also been guardians of 
the Bishop Anthony Philoptochos Student Aid 
Endowment Fund which has provided millions of 
dollars in support to our seminarians and students 
attending Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology.

OUR MILESTONES

G R E E K  O R T H O D O X 
METROPOLIS OF SAN FRANCISCO

• The development of a Family 
Wellness Ministry was a priority of His 
Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos from 
the time of his enthronement in 2005. 
This has included programs on marriage 
enrichment, parenting, substance abuse, 
divorce, suicide and more. Connecting 
individuals, couples, families and clergy 
through the heart toward healthy Christ-
centered relationships is at the core of the 
Family Wellness Ministry.

• The Folk Dance and Choral Festival began in 1976 and is the 
largest gathering of Greek 
Orthodox youth for a weekend 
of Faith, Dance and Fellowship. 
Each year it attracts nearly 4,000 
faithful of all ages to witness 
precision folk dancing, elaborate 
costumes, traditional folk music 
and Liturgical music.

• The Metropolis of San Francisco 
was the first in our Archdiocese 
to develop a comprehensive 
Strategic Plan. This process 
began in 2012 and has guided 
the growth of the Metropolis and a renewed effort in the 
expansion of ministries that are responsive and relevant to the 
needs of our faithful.

• Our Greek Village began in 2010 and was the first language 
immersion camp in the Archdiocese. Our Greek Village offers a 
diverse and engaging curriculum led by professionally trained 
educators in language immersion, art, music, culture and 
traditions, dance, cooking, and more.

• Saint Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center was established 
in 1979. Nestled in a beautiful valley in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills, the 300+ acre Ranch operates throughout the year 
and accommodates a wide variety of groups and events, 
and is home to our Metropolis Summer Camp and Greek 
Village Camp. Ranch facilities include hotel-style rooms, 
dormitories, conference rooms, a swimming pool, lake, and 
the Alex and Faye Spanos Faith and Heritage Center and the 
Saint Photini Chapel.



–111–

section iii /  metropolises

Administrative Staff
Kristen Bruskas
Director of Development 
and Communications
 
Paul Gikas
Director of Ministries and 
Administration
 
Presvytera Aliki Kyriacou
Assistant to the 
Metropolitan, Registrar 
and Bookkeeper
 
Foula Vasilogiorgis
Administrative Assistant
 

Ministry Staff
Johanna Duterte Carter
Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries
 
Rev. Father 
Gary Kyriacou
Pastor of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries
 
George Papageorge
Director – Family 
Wellness Ministry
 
Presvytera Pat Tsagalakis
Assistant Director – 
Family Wellness Ministry

• Liturgical Music for choirs in the Archdiocese was shaped 
largely by the distinguished west coast composers Dr. Frank 
Desby, Dr. Tikey Zes, Dr. Theodore Bogdanos, and Mr. Steve 
Cardiasmenos. Currently, several Byzantine Music schools in 
our Metropolis are providing for the training and continuation 
of the received tradition of music in the Greek Orthodox 
Church.

• Summer Camp and retreats have been hallmarks of the Office 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. Regional activities are 
also offered that provide opportunities to develop lifelong 
friendships while cultivating a deeper understanding of the 
faith and empowering youth and young adults in applying the 
teachings of Christ in their everyday lives.

• YAL Conferences have made a strong comeback in our 
Metropolis starting in 2019. With over 600 participants 
gathering each year over Labor Day weekend, this ministry 
is connecting and engaging young adults ages 18 – 35, 
embracing them in the life of the Church and creating 
opportunities for fellowship, witness, service and worship.

• Growing Orthodoxy in America is a primary focus of the 
Missions and Evangelism Ministry. This included the 
planting of over 20 new parishes in the Metropolis of San 
Francisco from 1979 – 2004, with additional mission parishes 
continuing to be established providing spiritual homes for a 
new generation of Orthodox Christians.

• The Metropolis of San Francisco was the first to host Clergy 
Couples Retreats to address the unique challenges of clergy 
couples in areas like communications, parenting, conflict 
resolution, trust and 
commitment. Thus 
far, clergy couples 
retreats have been 
held in 2008, 2009, 
2013, 2016, and 2018. 
Ongoing programs utilizing virtual gatherings continue to 
be offered to support our priests and presvyteres in their 
marriages and ministries.

• In 2013, the Metropolis Gala was initiated to Celebrate Our 
Ministries and Honor Extraordinary Leadership. These events 
have raised substantial funding that has provided for the 
creation of new ministry staff positions, and the ongoing 
development of programs and resources for the needs of our 
parishes, clergy and faithful.

PATRIARCHAL VISITS
LEFT: His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Dimitrios I visited San Francisco 
in the summer of 1990.

BELOW: His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew visited Los 
Angeles and San Francisco in 1997.

CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS COMES TO THE WEST
• 11th Biennial – Los Angeles 1952
• 26th Biennial – San Francisco 1982
• 36th Biennial – Los Angeles 2002
• 47th Biennial – Phoenix 2012

His Eminence 
Metropolitan 

Gerasimos 
of San Francisco

 
His Grace Bishop 

Ioannis of 
Phocaea

Chancellor

G R E E K  O R T H O D O X 
METROPOLIS OF SAN FRANCISCO
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Metropolis of New Jersey

HISTORY
The Metropolis of New Jersey was originally established as 
a Diocese in 1979. His Grace Bishop Silas of Amphipolis 
was elected as its first Bishop on March 15, 1979 by the 
Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and 
was enthroned on April 5, 1979 at the St. John the Theolo-
gian Cathedral in Tenafly, NJ.

The newly established Diocese of New Jersey extended 
over multiple states: New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, the 
greater Philadelphia area of Pennsylvania and Virginia (the 
Nation’s capital, Washington, DC, remained under the di-
rect jurisdiction of the Archbishop). The territorial assign-
ment occurred by delegation (κατ’ανάθεσιν.) Originally, 
the Diocese consisted of 48 parishes and was divided into 
five regions: Northern New Jersey, Delaware Valley, Mary-
land, Northern Virginia and Southern Virginia, and a vicar 
was assigned to each region.

On January 24, 1980, by decision of the Holy and Sacred 
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, His Grace Bishop 
Silas was personally elevated to the rank of Titular Metro-
politan of New Jersey, in recognition of his many years of 
service to the Church. Yet, the See of New Jersey remained 
a Diocese. During the tenure of His Eminence Metropol-
itan Silas, the parishes of the Nativity of the Theotokos in 
Fredericksburg, VA, the Evangelismos tis Theotokou in Phil-
adelphia, PA, and Sts. Peter and Paul in Frederick, MD, were 
established. 

With the institution of the Diocese, various ministries were 
also organized including Religious Education, Greek Edu-
cation, Youth ministries, as well as the establishment of the 
Diocesan Philoptochos Society. The summer camp for the 
Diocesan youth and the annual Hellenic Folk Dance Festival 
were also inaugurated during Metropolitan Silas’s ministry. 
These events are highly anticipated by many young people 
every year to this day.

The offices of the Diocese were originally housed within 
the Archdiocesan Headquarters. The staff included His Em-
inence Metropolitan Silas, the Chancellor, a deacon (or, at 
times, a lay assistant), and the secretary. During those years, 
the Chancellors of the Diocese of New Jersey were: His 
Grace Bishop Athenagoras of Dorylaiou (now Metropolitan 
of Mexico), the late V. Rev. Germanos Stavropoulos, the late 
V. Rev. Maximos Moses, and the V. Rev. Evangelos Kourou-
nis (now Metropolitan of Sardes).

On October 15, 1996, Metropolitan Silas was elected Met-
ropolitan of Saranta Ekklision, thus ending his service to the 
Diocese of New Jersey. From that time, until March of 1999, 
the Diocese of New Jersey was administered by His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon of America as locum tenens. 

On March 13, 1999, His Grace Bishop George of Komanon 
was elected Bishop of New Jersey by the Holy and Sacred 
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and was enthroned 
on April 17, 1999. Bishop George made the decision to 
move the Diocese office from the Archdiocese Headquar-
ters in New York to a rented office space in New Jersey. 
He appointed the Rev. Protopresbyter Alexander Leondis 
as the Chancellor, who began making pastoral visits to the 
many parishes of the Diocese. 

Upon the resignation of Archbishop Spyridon in August of 
1999, His Grace Bishop George was appointed by the Holy 
and Sacred Synod to serve as Archdiocesan Vicar in addi-
tion to his duty as Bishop of New Jersey. He served in this 
capacity until the enthronement of His Eminence Archbish-
op Demetrios of America. Sadly, His Grace’s service to the 
Church was cut short on November 21, 1999, when he fell 
asleep in the Lord after collapsing the evening before, at a 
banquet hosted by his former parish, St. George in Bethes-
da, MD. 

After his passing, the Diocese of New Jersey was adminis-
tered by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America 
as locum tenens. In 2003, the Diocese of New Jersey, as per 
the decision of the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumen-
ical Patriarchate, was elevated to the status of Metropolis 
and on April 12, 2003, the V. Rev. Archimandrite Evangelos 
Kourounis was elected Metropolitan of New Jersey.

With the enthronement of His Eminence Metropolitan Evan-
gelos on May 11, 2003, a new era began for the Metropolis 
of New Jersey. His Eminence would move the offices to a 
larger space, within the office complex of the PanGregori-
an Enterprises of New Jersey in Kenilworth, NJ, where they 
remained until 2008. His Eminence assigned the V. Rev. 
Archimandrite Gerasimos Rassias to the position of Vicar 
General, followed by the assignment of Rev. Protopresby-
ter Anargyros Stavropoulos and then V. Rev. Archimandrite 
George Nikas as Chancellors of the Metropolis. 
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HIERARCHS OF THE DIOCESE/METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
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Metropolitan Silas of New Jersey
(1979-1996)

Archbishop Spyridon of America
Locum Tenens (1996-1999)

Bishop George of New Jersey
(1999)

Archbishop Demetrios of America
Locum Tenens (1999-2003)

Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey
(2003-2020)

Archbishop Elpidophoros of America
Patriarchal Vicar (2020 - present)
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The accomplishments during the tenure of Metropolitan 
Evangelos include the acquisition on September 26, 2007 of 
the current headquarters of the Metropolis in Westfield, NJ, 
which after months of renovation officially opened in June of 
2008. His decision to reinstitute Camp Good Shepherd to the 
Metropolis has been a blessing for the hundreds of young 
people who have participated in the summer programs. All of 
the other ministries continued to flourish during this time and 
many new ministries/programs were established, including 
the Annual Greek Letters/Three Hierarchs Celebrations and 
the Annual Regional Awards Banquets. The new parishes of 
St. Anna in Flemington, NJ, Sts. Mary Magdalene and Markella 
in Bel Air, MD, St. Demetrios Church in Williamsburg, VA, and 
Holy Apostles in Dulles, VA, were founded during Metropol-
itan Evangelos’ ministry, bringing the number of parishes in 
the Metropolis to the current 55. 

On October 8, 2020, His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos 
was elected Metropolitan of Sardes by the Holy and Sacred 
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. At the same time, 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America was 
appointed as Patriarchal Vicar, and has been administrat-
ing the Metropolis of New Jersey since then. In February of 
2021, His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia was appoint-
ed by the Holy Eparchial Synod to oversee the Pastoral and 
Liturgical life of the Metropolis. During this time, the V. Rev. 
Archimandrite Constantine Moralis (now Bishop of Sassi-
ma) served as Chancellor, followed by the appointment of 
the V. Rev. Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne Christo-
foros Oikonomidis in May of 2021.
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MMEETTRROOPPOOLLIISS  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS  AANNDD  MMIINNIISSTTRRIIEESS  
      

                  
CCaammpp  GGoooodd  SShheepphheerrdd  ––  NNeeww  JJeerrsseeyy,,  VViirrggiinniiaa  aanndd  CChheessaappeeaakkee  

  
  

                                  
      HHeelllleenniicc  FFoollkk  DDaannccee  FFeessttiivvaall            GGOOYYAA  SSiigghhttss  aanndd  SSoouunnddss  FFeessttiivvaallss  
                    AAnnnnaappoolliiss,,  MMDD                WWeessttffiieelldd,,  NNJJ  &&  DDeellaawwaarree  VVaalllleeyy  
  
  

                          
            RReeggiioonnaall  GGrreeeekk  LLeetttteerrss              NNoorrtthheerrnn  NNeeww  JJeerrsseeyy  HHoonnoorreeee            DDeellaawwaarree  VVaalllleeyy  AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr  
    TThhrreeee  HHiieerraarrcchhss  CCeelleebbrraattiioonnss                                          GGrraanndd  BBaannqquueett                          AAwwaarrddss  BBaannqquueett  
  
  

                                  

METROPOLIS PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES

Camp Good Shepherd - New Jersey, Virginia and Chesapeake

GOYA Sights and Sounds Festivals
Westfield, NJ & Delaware Valley

Hellenic Folk Dance Festival
Annapolis, MD

Regional Greek Letters
Three Hierarchs Celebrations

Annual Olympics GOYA Annual Holy Cross Celebration   
and diving for the Cross

Northern New Jersey Honoree
Grand Banquet

Delaware Valley Ambassador
Awards Banquet
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METROPOLIS  
His Eminence Metropolitan 
+NATHANAEL of Chicago

His Grace Bishop +TIMOTHY of 
Hexamilion, Chancellor

Mrs. Vicki Karl, Executive Director

Mrs. Gail Holguin, Office 
Manager

Fr. Kosmas Kallis, Director, 
Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries

Mrs. Anne Marie Adams, Ph.D., 
Metropolis Council Vice President

Ms. Marilyn Tzakis, Metropolis of 
Chicago Philoptochos President

Mr. Paul Loupakos, President of 
the St. Iakovos Retreat Center 
Board of Directors

TIMELINE
The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago traces its roots to 1923, 
when the Rt. Rev. Philaretos Johannides became the city’s first 
Greek Orthodox bishop. Nearly, 20 years later, Chicago became 
the Second Diocesan District of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North & South America. The Diocesan District would continue to 
coordinate the ecclesial growth of this major immigrant, industrial, 
and rail center in northeastern Illinois.

1908: The opening 
of the Socrates 
School which was the 
first full time Greek 
school in the United 
States.

1892:  The Annunciation Cathedral 
of Chicago was established by 
a group of people who had 
emigrated from Laconia and 
some of the Greek Islands. The 
community first rented a hall on 
Randolph near Union Street and 
asked the Holy Synod of Athens 
for a priest. Fr. Panagiotis of Ithaca 
was assigned as the first priest and 
in March of 1892 the first Divine 
Liturgy was celebrated.

1910: Koraes Elementary School 
was opened under the auspices of 
the Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek 
Orthodox parish. 

1923: His Grace Bishop Philaretos 
(Joannides) of Chicago, serves the 
faithful as the first Bishop of the 
Diocese of Chicago until 1930 (he 
is later elected Metropolitan of 
Syros).

The Greek OrThOdOxThe Greek OrThOdOx

Metropolis of Chicago
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1953: Rev. Fr. George Mastrantonis 
founded the Hellenic Foundation, 
an organization that would care for 
the elderly, youth, and families of the 
Hellenic-American community.

1940: His Grace Bishop 
Gerasimos of Chicago serves the 
faithful until 1954.

1952: St. Mary’s 
Summer Camp 
was established 
by the Orthodox 
community in 
Minneapolis, Min-
nesota.

1954: His Grace Bishop Ezekiel of 
Nazianzus serves the faithful until 
1959 (subsequently, Archbishop of 
Australia).

1957: The Chicago Choir 
Federation of Greek Orthodox 
Church Musicians is founded.

1960: His Grace Bishop 
Aimilianos of Harioupolis serves 
the faithful until 1962.

1962: His Grace Bishop Meletios 
of Christianoupolis serves the 
faithful until 1967.

1966: Light & Life Publishing was 
founded by Fr. Anthony Coniaris.

1967: His Grace Bishop Timotheos 
of Rodostolon serves the faithful 
until 1977.

1972: Fanari Camp Ministry was 
established.

1932: His Grace Bishop Kallistos of 
San Francisco serves the faithful until 
1940.
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1974: United Hellenic American 
Council (UHAC) was founded by 
Mr. Andrew Athens to advocate 
for human rights and religious 
freedom for Hellenes worldwide.

1979: The Diocese of Chicago 
becomes the “Second Archdiocesan 
District” of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South 
America. His Grace Bishop Iakovos 
of Apameia serves as its Presiding 
Hierarch. Later, when the Second 
Archdiocesan District is further 
developed into the Diocese of 
Chicago, Bishop Iakovos is elected 
as the third Bishop of Chicago.

1983: The Hellenic Museum and 
Cultural Center was founded. The 
current location opened in 2011. 

1992:  The Bishop’s Task Force on 
HIV/AIDS was founded.

1982: The Junior Olympics 
were held at the parish of Sts. 
Constantine & Helen, Palos Hills, IL.

1994: St. John Chrysostom Female 
Monastery was founded in Pleasant 
Prairie, WI. 

1998: Holy Transfiguration Male 
Monastery was founded in Harvard, 
IL.

2003: The Holy and Sacred Synod 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
elevated the Dioceses of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese to 
Metropolises of the Archdiocese 
and elected all the Presiding 
Hierarchs of the Dioceses as 
the respective Metropolitans. 
Metropolitan Iakovos was thus 
elected as the first Metropolitan of 
Chicago.

2001: The Family Synaxis Ministry 
was founded to strengthen the 
bond of families through Orthodox 
praxis.

2006: The new Saint Iakovos 
Camp and Retreat Center was 
purchased. 

2004: Founding of the Philoxenia 
House Ministry which offers free 
temporary housing to individuals 
and families visiting the Mayo Clin-
ic, Rochester, MN.
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2020: Project HOPE is established. 
The mission of Humanitarian 
Outreach and Philanthropic 
Engagement (HOPE) is to partner 
with parishes in the Greek 
Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago 
and with local networks to help 
provide food security and stable 
housing to those in need.

2021: Light House Summer Camp 
is established as a week-long 
summer camp that will help high 
school seniors build a stronger 
sense of their identity and allow 
them to form relationships they 
need to transition into the next 
phase of their life – adulthood.2018: His Eminence Metropolitan 

Nathanael was elected by the 
Holy Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate as the Metropolitan of 
Chicago.

2017: Falling asleep in the Lord of 
Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago.

2009: Founding of the ‘Pick Up 
Your Cross and Follow Me’ ministry 
for those with special needs and 
their families.

2007: The Greek American 
Rehabilitation and Care Center 
opens its doors in Wheeling, IL.
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Sunday, July 3, 2022, a Hierarchal Divine Liturgy at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity began the first day of the much-
anticipated 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress commemorating the Centennial of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 
In an homage to the robust spiritual legacy of the Archdiocese, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros served wearing Episcopal 
vestments originally belonging to Archbishop Alexander—the first Archbishop of GOARCH (1922-1930) — and which have been worn 
by each succeeding Archbishop since. Also serving were the Metropolitans and Auxiliary Bishops of the Holy Eparchial Synod, the 
V. Rev. Archimandrite Nektarios Papazafiropoulos, and hieromonks from Mount Athos, Abbots Alexios of Xenophonotos and Gabriel 
of Pantocratoras. In attendance were representatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate His Eminence Elder Metropolitan Emmanuel of 
Chalcedon, and His Eminence Metropolitan Prodromos of Rethymnon and Avlopotamos; Demetrios, the former Archbishop of America; 
both active and retired clergy, as well as members of the Holy Order of the Deacons.

LeGacy • renewaL • UniTyLeGacy • renewaL • UniTy

Centennial Clergy-Laity Congress

On July 3, at the St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National Shrine, 
Patriarchal Representative His Eminence 
Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon 
presided over Great Vespers. In an 
affirmation of unity across the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, the 
Chancellor from each Metropolis also 
served. A number of ecumenical and 
interfaith leaders were present for the 
Vespers service, including His Excellency 
Archbishop Gabriele G. Caccia, Permanent 
Observer of the Holy See to the United 
Nations; His Grace Bishop Irinej, Serbian 
Orthodox Church of North, Central, and 
South America; His Grace Bishop Saba, 
Georgian Apostolic Orthodox Church in 
North America; His Eminence Archbishop 
Vicken Aykazian, Armenian Apostolic 
Church; and His Eminence Metropolitan 
Zachariah Nicholovos, Malankara 
Orthodox Syrian Church.
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Patriarchal Representative, His Eminence Elder Metropolitan 
Emmanuel of Chalcedon, flanked by His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros and Patriarchal Representative His Eminence 
Metropolitan Prodromos of Rethymnon and Avlopotamos, 
process with the relics of St. Nicholas at the Vespers service the 
evening before the Consecration of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine. 

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America offers his 
Keynote Address at the Opening Session of the Clergy-Laity 
Congress. (Full text can be found in this Journal). This year’s 
Congress returned to the in-person format after over two years of 
pandemic, and also commemorates the Centennial of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

New York City Mayor Eric Adams 
offers lively remarks to those 
in attendance at the Opening 
Session. 

Listening closely to the Keynote Address are (from left to right) 
Archdiocesan Council member Mr. George Demos, Clergy-
Laity Congress Co-Chair Chrysanthy Demos, Treasurer of the 
Archdiocese Elaine Allen, Mrs. Bozonelis, Secretary of the 
Archdiocesan Council the Honorable B. Theodore Bozonelis, 
Vice-Chairman of the Archdiocesan Council John Catsimatidis, 
Chancellor of the Archdiocese V. Rev. Archimandrite Nektarios 
Papazafiropuolos, Grand Ecclesiarch Archimandrite Aetios, 
The Honorable Ambassador of Greece to the US Alexandra 
Papadopoulou, and Patriarchal Representative His Eminence 
Metropolitan Prodromos of Rethymnon and Avlopotamos.

Services and activities at St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
and National Shrine receive special attention and interest 
from American, Greek and international media.  His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros answers questions from the press. 
Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne Rev. Fr. Evagoras 
Constantinides looks on. 
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His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros attends meetings and 
events of the Congress. Here he is with the committee on Greek 
Education.

A highlight of the Clergy-Laity Congress is the Clergy Breakfast which offers an opportunity for clergy from around the country to 
greet and meet His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros and the Metropolitans of the Archdiocese. Pictured here are the faithful and 
dedicated clergy of our Holy Archdiocese of America. 

Executive Director of Leadership 100 Paulette Poulos and Chairman of the Centennial Committee Argyris Vassiliou, with His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America and Patriarchal Representative His Eminence Metropolitan Prodromos of Rethymnon and 
Avlopotamos, cut the ribbon opening the Exhibit Hall of the Congress. This Exhibit Hall features dozens of vendors from around the 
world specializing in Ecclesiastical items, iconography and church life. Ministries of the Archdiocese also have booths featuring their 
projects and programs. 

A special exhibit highlighting the Centennial of the Holy 
Archdiocese was curated from thousands of items and documents 
from the Archives of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  
Mr. Demetrios Logothetis, Chairman of Leadership 100, the major 
sponsor of the Exhibit, cuts the ribbon with His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros and His Eminence Metropolitan Prodromos, while Co-
Chair of the Congress Chrysanthy Demos looks on.
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Anita Kartalopoulos, Chairwoman of the National Ladies 
Philoptochos Convention, addresses more than 300 participating 
delegates. The Philoptochos meetings occur concurrently with the 
Clergy-Laity Congress every two years. 

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros joined His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit, at the meeting of the Military and 
Institutional Chaplains. 

National Sisterhood of Presvyteres were joined at their meeting by 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros.

The Philoptochos delegates listen to the presentations at their 
convention. 

Young Adults gather for the National Young Adult League 
Conference which preceded the Clergy-Laity Congress.

123
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Addressing the clergy and delegates 
of the Congress, the delegates of the 
National Philoptochos Convention and 
participants of the Young Adult League 
Conference which preceded the Congress,  
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, 
for whom this is the first in-person Clergy-
Laity Congress since his enthronement 
in 2019, said, “As a unified Archdiocese, 
let us lay hold of hope for the future – a 
hope that is founded upon the legacy 
of our past and our effectual energy in 
the present moment. We have the firm 
foundation. And we have the dynamism to 
go forward.”

The Plenary Session of the Congress is 
the forum for clergy and delegates to 
hear reports on the administration and 
the ministries of the Church in America.  
Reports were given by Treasurer Elaine 
Allen (Finance), President of the National 
Ladies Philoptochos Society Arlene 
Siavelis Kehl (Philoptochos), Archdiocesan 
Council Finance Committee Chairman 
Lazaros Kircos (Finance), and Vice-
Chairman of the Archdiocesan Council 
John Catsimatidis.  
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Dignitaries and honored guests of the Grand Banquet of the Clergy-Laity Congress include (from left to right) President of Hellenic 
College Holy Cross School of Theology Mr. George Cantonis with Mrs. Maria Cantonis; Chairwoman of the National Ladies 
Philoptochos Convention Mrs. Anita Kartalopoulos with Mr. Stamatis Kartalopoulos; Mr. George Demos; Former Governor of New York 
George Pataki; National Commander of the Order of St. Andrew Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate Dr. Anthony Limberakis; Vice-
Chair of the Archdiocesan Council Mr. John Catsimatidis; Secretary of the Archdiocesan Council The Honorable B. Theodore Bozonelis; 
Dr. Maria Limberakis; Mrs. Helen Bozonelis; and former Vice-Chair of the Archdiocesan Council Mr. Demitrios Moschos.

Hosted in the Grand Lobby of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, guests had the opportunity to mingle with one another while visiting the 
Jaharis Galleries of Ancient Greek and Byzantine Art. A highlight of the evening was a presentation of ecclesiastical music, performed 
by members of the Archdiocesan School of Byzantine Music and the National Forum of Church Musicians.

The Order of St. Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate National Board with His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, His 
Eminence Elder Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon, His Eminence Metropolitan Prodromos of Rethymnon and Avlopotamos, Grand 
Ecclesiarch V. Rev. Fr. Aetios and Spiritual Advisor Rev. Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne Alexander Karloutsos.
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His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros offers 
former Governor of New York George Pataki a gift 
in appreciation for his support in the rebuilding of 
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National 
Shrine. 

Mrs. Chrysanthy Demos and Mr. Nicholas Karacostas address the attendees 
at the Grand Banquet of the Congress. Mrs. Demos and Mr. Karacostas were 
appointed by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros to serve as Co-Chairs of 
the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress. 

More than 1,100 clergy, faithful and friends attended the Grand Banquet of the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress on July 7, 2022. The 
Grand Banquet marks the closing of the Congress. This year guests were treated to a special musical performance by Despina Vandi.

126
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Most Honorable Delegation of the Mother Church of 
Constantinople:

Your Eminence Elder-Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chal-
cedon,

Your Eminence Metropolitan Prodromos of Rethym-
non and Avlopotamos, and Very Reverend Grand Ec-
clesiarch Aetios,

Your Eminences, Beloved Brothers of the Holy Eparchi-
al Synod,

Your Eminences and Graces,

Τιμία Αντιπροσωπεία της Μητρός Εκκλησίας της 
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως:

Σεβασμιώτατε Μητροπολίτα Γέροντα Χαλκηδόνος κ. 
Εμμανουήλ,

Σεβασμιώτατε Μητροπολίτα Ρεθύμνης και Αυλοποτάμου 
κ. Πρόδρομε και Πανοσιολογιώτατε Μέγα Εκκλησιάρχα κ. 
Αέτιε,

Σεβασμιώτατοι και Θεοφιλέστατοι αδελφοί Ιεράρχες της 
Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου,

Σεβασμιώτατοι και Θεοφιλέστατοι,

CENTENNIAL KEYNOTE ADDRESS
BY HIS EMINENCE  

ARCHBISHOP ELPIDOPHOROS OF AMERICA  
AT THE 46TH BIENNIAL CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS

Marriott Marquis, New York, NY
July 4, 2022

ΣΕΒΑΣΜΙΩΤΑΤΟΣ  
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΟΣ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ  

κ. ΕΛΠΙΔΟΦΟΡΟΣ
ΚΕΝΤΡΙΚΗ ΟΜΙΛΙΑ ΕΚΑΤΟΝΤΑΕΤΗΡΙΔΟΣ

Marriot Marquis, Νέα Υόρκη
4 Ιουλίου 2022
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Beloved Clergy of our Sacred Archdiocese,

Leaders and Members of our Archdiocesan Institu-
tions,

Delegates to this 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Con-
gress,

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This surely is the Day that the Lord has made! Let us 
rejoice and be glad in it!

At this centennial time of our Sacred Archdiocese, I 
come before you with a heart filled with gratitude and 
humility:

Gratitude – for your participation, support, faithful-
ness and love.

Humility – as I consider the legacy and the incom-
parable giants upon whose shoulders we all stand 
today.

I want to speak to you – the delegates of this Centenni-
al Congress and, indeed, to all our faithful from sea to 
shining sea, with a message today that:

Embraces our past;

Engages our present;

And envisions our future.

We live in a country and a world that is pan-global – 
suffused with technology, supply chains and even a 
pandemic that brings together causes and conditions 
so rapidly, that we are hardly aware of how we arrive 
at current circumstances.

Yet, we also live in a country that is plainly divided 
across many fault lines. This fragmentation is trou-
bling, especially for our youth, who wonder if they 
will have the same possibilities that their parents and 
grandparents did.

When you look at the accomplishments of the Greek 
Orthodox people of America – manifested today at 
the Consecration of Saint Nicholas National Shrine, 
and, I might add, in the wonderful announcement of 
Father Alex Karloutsos receiving the highest civilian 
honor of the United States, the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom – it is very clear that our community has 
reached levels of success only dreamed of when our 
immigrant forebears first passed through Ellis Island 
and other ports of entry on their way to the Ameri-
can Dream. Our legacy – the spiritual and material 

Αγαπητοί κληρικοί της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής,

Πρόεδροι και μέλη των οργανισμών της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής 
Αμερικής,

Σύνεδροι της ανά διετία συνερχομένης 46ης Κληρικολαϊκής 
Συνελεύσεως,

Αδελφοί και αδελφές εν Χριστώ,

Αὕτη ἡ ἡμέρα ἣν  ἐποίησεν ὁ Κύριος! Ἀγαλλιασώμεθα καὶ 
εὐφρανθῶμεν ἐν αὐτῇ!  

Αυτή την ώρα των εορτασμών της εκατονταετηρίδας της 
Ιεράς μας Αρχιεπισκοπής, βρίσκομαι ενώπιόν σας με την 
καρδιά μου πλήρη ευγνωμοσύνης και ταπεινού φρονήματος: 

- Ευγνωμοσύνη για τη συμμετοχή, για την υποστήριξή 
σας, για την αγάπη και την πίστη σας.

- Ταπεινό φρόνημα καθώς συναισθάνομαι την 
κληρονομιά που κληρονομήσαμε από εκείνους τους 
ανεπανάληπτους Άτλαντες, στους ώμους των οποίων 
στηριζόμαστε και συνεχίζουμε σήμερα όλοι μαζί. 

Θέλω σήμερα να απευθυνθώ  στα μέλη αυτής της επετειακής 
συνελεύσεως της εκατονταετηρίδας μας, και μέσω αυτών σε 
όλους τους πιστούς μας σε όλα τα μήκη και τα πλάτη της 
Αμερικής, και να στείλω ένα ισχυρό μήνυμα το οποίο:

Αναφέρεται στο παρελθόν μας.

Ζωντανεύει το παρόν μας.

Και προσφέρει ένα όραμα για το μέλλον μας. 

Ζούμε στη χώρα, και στον εποχή της παγκοσμιοποίησης 
– με υψηλή τεχνολογία και αλυσίδες εφοδιασμού, με την 
πανδημία να αλλάζει τα δεδομένα και τις συνθήκες, τόσο 
γρήγορα, ώστε να μην αντιλαμβανόμαστε τόσο εύκολα για 
το πως φτάσαμε στην παρούσα συγκυρία. 

Ζούμε επίσης σε μια χώρα που είναι σαφώς διαιρεμένη, με 
πολλά δύσκολα προβλήματα. Αυτός ο κατακερματισμός 
προκαλεί ανησυχία, ειδικά στους νέους μας, οι οποίοι 
αναρωτιούνται αν θα έχουν τις ίδιες δυνατότητες που είχαν 
οι γονείς και οι παππούδες τους.

Αν δούμε τα κατορθώματα του Ελλήνων της Αμερικής, 
όπως για παράδειγμα σήμερα τα εγκαίνια του Εθνικού 
Προσκυνήματος του Αγίου Νικολάου, και θα προσέθετα 
σε αυτό, την ανώτατη πολιτειακή τιμή που σε θα λάβει ο π. 
Αλέξανδρος Καρλούτσος από τον Πρόεδρο, το Μετάλλιο 
της Ελευθερίας,  είναι πολύ σαφές ότι οι κοινότητές μας, 
έχουν φτάσει σε επίπεδα επιτυχίας που δεν θα μπορούσαν 
καν να φανταστούν οι πρόγονοί μας όταν μετανάστευαν 
από την πατρίδα και έφθαναν στο Ellis Island και στα άλλα 
λιμάνια εισόδου στην πορεία τους για το αμερικανικό 
όνειρο. Η κληρονομιά μας, πνευματική και υλική, έχει 



–129–

section iv / 46th biennial clergy-laity congress

inheritance that has so enriched our parishes around 
the country – is truly remarkable, and something for 
which we should all be grateful.

We are blessed with giants upon whose shoulders we 
stand: The visionary Patriarch Athenagoras.

And it should be noted that it was fifty years ago – on 
July 7th to be exact – that the great Athenagoras fell 
asleep in the Lord. And there are many in this room 
who remember even now when Archbishop Iakovos 
stood before the Congress in Houston, Texas, and gave 
the mournful and solemn news that Patriarch Athenag-
oras had passed.

We also call to mind names like: 

the pious Archbishop Michael, 

and the inimitable Archbishop Iakovos, 

Fr. George Bacopoulos, 

Fr. Byron Papanikolaou, 

Fr. Leonidas Kontos, 

Andrew Athens, 

Catherine Pappas, 

Peter Dion, 

Beatrice Marks, 

Michael Jaharis, 

Nicholas Bouras, 

Eve Condakes, 

George Kokalis, 

Alex and Faye Spanos.

Of course, these are but a few, as the list goes on and 
on…

Each and every one of us can pull scores of such names 
from our memories. However, these are just some 
of the most recognizable, as there are so many more 
whose names are known only to a few; but all of them 
are known to God. Join me, therefore, in a moment 
of silent gratitude for the builders of our Church, our 
Archdiocese, our Philoptochos, our Seminary and our 
Institutions. We are the heirs of their incredible lega-
cies. Αἰωνία ἡ μνήμη αὐτῶν!

εμπλουτίσει τις κοινότητές μας σε όλη τη χώρα, είναι 
πράγματι θαυμαστή και θα πρέπει να είμαστε περήφανοι 
για αυτή. 

Είμαστε ευλογημένοι για τους Άτλαντες στους ώμους 
των οποίων στεκόμαστε: ένας από αυτούς ο οραματιστής 
Πατριάρχης Αθηναγόρας. 

Και πρέπει να σημειωθεί σε αυτό το σημείο, ότι ήταν πριν 
πενήντα χρόνια, στις 7 Ιουλίου για την ακρίβεια, όταν 
ο Μεγάλος Αθηναγόρας εκοιμήθη εν Κυρίω.  Νομίζω 
βρίσκοτναι αρκετοί σε αυτή την αίθουσα, οι οποίοι θυμούνται 
ακόμα και τώρα,  τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο Ιάκωβο να στέκεται 
ενώπιον της Κληρικολαϊκής Συνέλευσης στο Χιούστον του 
Τέξας και να ανακοινώνει επισήμως την πένθιμη είδηση ότι 
ο Πατριάρχης Αθηναγόρας απεβίωσε. 

Έρχονται στο μυαλό μας ονόματα όπως:

ο ενάρετος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Μιχαήλ,

ο αξεπέραστος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Ιάκωβος,

ο π. Γεώργιος Μπακόπουλος,

ο π. Βύρωνας Παπανικολάου,

ο π. Λεωνίδας Κόντος,

ο Andrew Athens,

η Catherine Pappas,

ο Peter Dion,

η Beatrice Marks,

ο Michael Jaharis, 

ο Nicholas Bouras,

η Eve Condakes,

ο George Kokalis,

οι Alex και Faye Spanos.

και αυτά είναι λίγα μόνο ονόματα γιατί ο κατάλογος είναι 
πολύ μακρύς.

Ο καθένας από εμάς μπορεί να ανασύρει δεκάδες ονόματα 
από τη μνήμη του. Ωστόσο, αυτά τα ονόματα είναι 
ενδεικτικά, διότι  υπάρχουν άλλοι πολλοί περισσότεροι, 
γνωστοί σε αρκετούς από εμάς.  Ωστόσο, ο Θεός γνωρίζει 
τα έργα όλων τους. Σας καλώ λοιπόν αυτή τη στιγμή να 
κρατήσουμε ενός λεπτού σιγή σε ένδειξη ευγνωμοσύνης για 
όσους οικοδόμησαν την Εκκλησία μας, την Αρχιεπισκοπή 
μας, τη Φιλόπτωχο, τη Θεολογική μας Σχολή και τα όλα 
τα ιδρύματά μας. Είμαστε οι κληρονόμοι των αυτής της 
θαυμάσιας κληρονομιάς. (Σιγή) Αἰωνία ἡ μνήμη αὐτῶν! 
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Our spiritual and material benefactors did not build the 
Church in America only for themselves. They looked to 
the future – to their children and grandchildren – in the 
hope of a better and brighter tomorrow.

These heroes are, in truth, our past. But as Shake-
speare said: “What’s past is prologue.”[*] All of us 
in this room – all of us who are alive in this time and 
working for the ministry of our Parishes, our Metrop-
olises, our Archdiocese and our Patriarchate – we are 
the present moment of the Church, and the prologue 
of the future.

We have a responsibility to their memory, to the pres-
ent moment, and to the generations to come, to hold 
their dream – which is our reality – as a precious jewel. 
To hold it with a conscious decision to work for what 
is best – a unified and strong Archdiocese, cognizant 
of our role as the premier and, indeed, first Eparchy 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and Mother Church of 
Constantinople in the Diaspora.

* * *

I mentioned a short while ago about the challenges – 
especially for our young people – of living in a frag-
mented and often fractious society. Truly, we are one 
Church, the single Body of Christ. But we are also many 
members, as the Apostle Paul says,[†] and while we 
agree on the teachings and the sacred traditions of our 
Faith, we do not always agree in the political and social 
spheres of our contemporary world.

This is understandable and entirely reasonable. As 
your Archbishop, I strive to present our Faith in the 
best possible light, in respect to all matters of life and 
culture. Sometimes, you agree with me; sometimes, 
you do not. The old axiom is correct about not being 
able to please all of the people all of the time. But 
what we all agree on is that the Church is a dynamic, 
living body, with established doctrine. As it says in 
the Book of Proverbs:

Do not move the ancient boundaries which your fa-
thers have set.[‡]

The foundation of the Church never moves, because as 
Saint Paul says in another place:

You have been built upon the foundation of the Apos-
tles and the Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
Chief Cornerstone. [§]

Therefore, in this time of fracture and fragmentation, 
the most valuable contribution we can make is a united 

Οι ευεργέτες αυτοί δεν οικοδόμησαν την Εκκλησία στην 
Αμερική μόνο για τον εαυτό τους. Κοίταξαν προς το μέλλον 
– προς τα παιδιά και τα εγγόνια τους, με την ελπίδα ενός 
καλύτερου και λαμπρότερου αύριο.

Αυτοί οι ήρωες είναι, πράγματι το παρελθόν μας. Αλλά, όπως 
είπε ο Σαίξπηρ: «Αυτό που είναι παρελθόν είναι και πρόλογος 
του μέλλοντος» (1) . Όλοι εμείς σε αυτή την αίθουσα, όλοι 
εμείς που εργαζόμαστε στη διακονία των ενοριών, των 
Μητροπόλεων, της Αρχιεπισκοπής και του Πατριαρχείου μας, 
όλοι εμείς είμαστε ταυτόχρονα και το παρόν της Εκκλησίας 
αλλά και ο πρόλογος του μέλλοντός της.

Έχουμε ευθύνη απέναντι στη μνήμη τους, για το παρόν και 
για τις μελλοντικές γενιές ώστε να κρατήσουμε ζωντανό το 
όραμα τους, που για μας είναι η καθημερινότητά μας, ως 
ένα πολύτιμο πετράδι. Να κρατήσουμε αυτό το όραμα με 
μια συνειδητή απόφαση να εργαστούμε για το καλύτερο, 
για μια ενωμένη και ισχυρή Αρχιεπισκοπή, με επίγνωση 
του ρόλου της ως της πρώτης και σημαντικότερης Επαρχίας 
του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου, της Μητρός Εκκλησίας της 
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως στη Διασπορά. 

* * *

Αναφέρθηκα πριν από λίγο στις προκλήσεις, ειδικότερα για 
τους νέους μας, της σύγχρονης ζωής σε μια κατακερματισμένη 
και συχνά εύθραυστη κοινωνία. Είμαστε πράγματι μία 
Εκκλησία, το ενιαίο σώμα του Χριστού. Αλλά είμαστε επίσης  
«μέλη ἐκ μέρους», όπως λέει ο Απόστολος Παύλος (2).  Και 
ενώ συμφωνούμε στη διδασκαλία και στις ιερές παραδόσεις 
της ορθόδοξης πίστης μας, δεν μπορούμε να συμφωνήσουμε 
πάντα σε θέματα που άπτονται της πολιτικής και κοινωνικής 
σφαίρας και τις ιδιαιτερότητες του σύγχρονου κόσμου.

Αυτό είναι κατανοητό και απολύτως λογικό. Ως Αρχιεπίσκοπός 
σας, προσπαθώ να σας μεταλαμπαδεύσω την ορθόδοξη 
πίστη και διδασκαλία, λαμβάνοντας υπόψη τις συνθήκες 
της κοινωνίας και του πολιτισμού. Κάποιες φορές μπορεί να 
μη συμφωνείτε μαζί μου. Αλλά ισχύει εδώ το αξίωμα ότι δε 
μπορείς να ικανοποιείς πάντοτε όλους τους ανθρώπους. Όμως 
συμφωνούμε όλοι ότι η Εκκλησία είναι ένα δυναμικό σώμα, 
ένας ζωντανός οργανισμός, με μια καθιερωμένη θεολογία από 
αιώνες. Όπως λέει και στο βιβλίο των Παροιμιών:

Μὴ μέταιρε ὅρια αἰώνια ἃ ἔθεντο οἱ πατέρες σου. (3)

Ο θεμέλιος λίθος της Εκκλησίας είναι αμετακίνητος, γιατί 
όπως ο Απόστολος  Παύλος λέει κάπου αλλού:

Ἐποικοδομηθέντες ἐπὶ τῷ θεμελίῳ τῶν ἀποστόλων καὶ 
προφητῶν, ὄντος ἀκρογωνιαίου αὐτοῦ Χριστοῦ Ἰησοῦ. 
(4)

Επομένως, σε αυτήν την εποχή ρήξης και κατακερματισμού, 
η πιο πολύτιμη συμβολή μας είναι να διατηρήσουμε ενωμένη 
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and unified Church, one that is reliable and credible for 
our youth, as they make their way in the world.

This is precisely why the importance of the Charter, 
which we shall discuss more in depth in Wednesday’s 
special session entitled “The Vision for the Second Cen-
tennial, the Charter of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America,” has never been more relevant than now.

We must never be about the love of power. Rather, it 
must be about how we constitute ourselves to better 
exercise the power of love. It is about the vision of the 
Church, which means being pro-vision for bringing our 
Sacred Archdiocese together in order to serve every pa-
rishioner, every priest and every family.

Our connectivity to the Mother Church is essential to 
these relationships, as well as vital for our self-under-
standing as an Archdiocese. In the words of Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew, we are “the newly planted 
branch of the ancient vine of Christ’s first called disci-
ple Saint Andrew.” [**] We can have authority to teach 
and to preach, because we are under authority, as the 
Roman Centurion witnessed to our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the Gospel of Matthew. [††]

The fruits of this Vine are many and nourishing, and 
as a united Archdiocese, we can offer all of our parish-
ioners – young and old alike – a veritable banquet of 
faith, as the Holy Chrysostom reminds us every Pascha 
in his extraordinary homily.

* * *

In the little over three years since I arrived on these 
shores to serve you as your Archbishop, I have had the 
blessing to join forces with many partners:

The Holy Eparchial Synod, with whom I have had 25 
meetings.

The Clergy of our Archdiocese – over 25 of whom I 
have had the honor to ordain to different ranks of the 
Holy Priesthood, as well as 5 fellow brother Hierarchs.

Brother Hierarchs in the Assembly of Bishops, with 
whom I have had thirty-five meetings of the Executive 
Committee and two full Assemblies.

Parishioners and Parish Councils from the over 150 
communities I have visited over these last three years – 
some more than once, of course.

Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of The-
ology, where I serve as Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

και ενοποιημένη την Εκκλησία, μια Εκκλησία αξιόπιστη στους 
νέους μας, με εφόδια για μια επιτυχημένη πορεία στη ζωή.

Αυτός ακριβώς είναι και ο λόγος για τον οποίο έχει μεγάλη 
σημασία το Σύνταγμα, για το οποίο θα συζητήσουμε 
αναλυτικά την Τετάρτη, σε ειδική συνεδρία υπό τον τίτλο: 
«Το Όραμα για τη Δεύτερη Εκατονταετηρίδα, το Σύνταγμα 
της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής».

Γιατί δεν πρέπει να ζούμε για την αγάπη της εξουσίας, 
αλλά μάλλον για το πως θα γίνουμε καλύτεροι για να 
ασκήσουμε την εξουσία της αγάπης. Πρόκειται για το όραμα 
της Εκκλησίας μας, το οποίο σημαίνει να θέσουμε την Ιερά 
Αρχιεπισκοπή σε μία τέτοια τροχιά, ώστε να υπηρετεί κάθε 
πιστό, τους ιερείς και κάθε οικογένεια.

Η σύνδεσή μας με τη Μητέρα Εκκλησία είναι ζωτικής 
σημασίας τόσο για όλα αυτά τα θέματα, όσο και για την 
αυτοσυνειδησία μας ως Αρχιεπισκοπή. Σύμφωνα με τα λόγια 
του Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχη κ. κ. Βαρθολομαίου, είμαστε 
«ο πρόσφατα φυτεμένος κλάδος της αρχαίας αμπέλου 
του πρωτοκλήτου μαθητή του Χριστού Αγίου Ανδρέου». 
(5) Μπορούμε να έχουμε την εξουσία να διδάσκουμε και 
να κηρύττουμε, επειδή οι ίδιοι είμαστε υπό εξουσία, όπως 
ο Ρωμαίος Εκατόνταρχος παρατηρεί για τον κύριο Ιησού 
Χριστό μας στο ευαγγέλιο του Ματθαίου. (6)

Οι καρποί αυτής της αμπέλου είναι πολλοί και μας 
τροφοδοτούν, και ως ενωμένη Αρχιεπισκοπή, μπορούμε 
να προσφέρουμε σε όλους τους ενορίτες μας – μικρούς 
και μεγάλους – ένα αληθινό τραπέζι πίστεως, όπως μας 
υπενθυμίζει ανήμερα του Πάσχα, ο Άγιος Ιωάννης ο 
Χρυσόστομος με την εξαιρετική ομιλία του. 

* * *

Πέρασαν ήδη περισσότερα από τρία χρόνια από την 
ημέρα που έφτασα σε αυτές τις ακτές για να διακονήσω 
ως Αρχιεπίσκοπός σας και είχα την ευλογία να ενώσω τις 
δυνάμεις μου με πολλούς συνεργάτες:

Τα μέλη της Επαρχιακής Συνόδου με είκοσι πέντε 
συνεδριάσεις της Ιεράς Συνόδου. 

Οι Κληρικοί της Αρχιεπισκοπής μας, από τους οποίους πάνω 
από είκοσι είχα την τιμή να χειροτονήσω σε διάφορους 
βαθμούς της ιεροσύνης.

Οι Αδελφοί Ιεράρχες στην Επισκοπική Συνέλευση, με τους 
οποίους είχαμε τριάντα πέντε συνεδριάσεις της Εκτελεστικής 
Επιτροπής και δύο συνεδριάσεις της ολομέλειας.

Οι ενορίτες και τα κοινοτικά συμβούλια, από 150 κοινότητες 
που έχω επισκεφθεί τα τελευταία τρία χρόνια, σε μερικές 
περισσότερο από μία φορά.

Το Ελληνικό Κολλέγιο και τη Θεολογική Σχολή του Τιμίου 
Σταυρού, όπου υπηρετώ ως Πρόεδρος του Συμβουλίου Διοίκησης.
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Our National, Metropolis and Parish Philoptochos So-
cieties.

The Trustees and Members of Leadership 100, so right-
ly named for Archbishop Iakovos.

All the Institutions of the Archdiocese.

Greek Schools and Parochial Schools.

Not to mention the countless fellow sojourners like 
The Friends of St. Nicholas, the Omospondies and 
Syllogoi around the country, the political leaders of 
America on the Federal, State and Local Levels, and 
the Representatives of the Governments of Greece 
and Cyprus.

I have to tell you, sometimes my head spins when I 
consider the complexity and vastness of our Archdi-
ocese.

Together, we overcame the pandemic.

Together, we strengthened the financial basis of the 
Archdiocese.

Together, we rescued the Pension Plan of the Clergy.

I know that there are some who are worried about the 
decline in our numbers – our statistics – but this is a 
trend that is happening across the board in all religious 
groups.

What we must be willing to face, though, is that our 
Archdiocese will thrive only as much as we ourselves 
make our experience of the Church real to our faithful. 
Documents and texts are only of service, as we perpetu-
ate the ministry, love and mercy of Christ as an integral 
component of the experience of our people.

That is why I am stressing the education of our Youth 
– Greek education, Classical education and, above all, 
religious education – as foundational to the mission of 
our Archdiocese. Through the new and first Agency of 
the Assembly of Bishops – Orthodox Youth Ministries – 
we are expanding and unifying Orthodox Youth Work 
across all jurisdictions in order to bring a more united 
and dynamic approach to our young people.

And we have to empower these ministries, so that in 
the daily, lived experience of our faithful – not just 
on Sunday mornings – we can help them to access 
the treasures and beauty of Orthodox Christianity, 
that is:

Critical thinking in an Orthodox Christian context;

Moral decision making that is supported by the Church 
community;

Τα μέλη της Φιλοπτώχου Αδελφότητας Κυριών σε Εθνικό, 
Μητροπολιτικό και Ενοριακό Επίπεδο.

Οι αξιωματούχοι και τα μέλη της Ηγεσίας των Εκατό. Δικαίως ο 
οργανισμός αυτός φέρει το όνομα του Αρχιεπισκόπου Ιακώβου.

Τα ιδρύματα της Αρχιεπισκοπής.

Τα Ελληνικά και Κοινοτικά Σχολεία. 

Να συμπεριλάβω επίσης σε αυτή την αναφορά και πλήθος 
άλλων συνοδοιπόρων όπως οι Φίλοι του Αγίου Νικολάου, οι 
ομοσπονδίες σωματείων και οι διάφοροι σύλλογοι σε όλη τη 
χώρα, οι πολιτικοί ηγέτες της Αμερικής σε ομοσπονδιακό, 
πολιτειακό και τοπικό επίπεδο, καθώς και οι εκπρόσωποι 
των κυβερνήσεων της Ελλάδας και της Κύπρου. 

Πρέπει να σας εξομολογηθώ ότι αρκετές φορές ζαλίζομαι, 
όταν ατενίζω την πολυπλοκότητα και την απεραντοσύνη 
της Αρχιεπισκοπής μας. 

Μαζί, ξεπεράσαμε την πανδημία. 

Μαζί, ενισχύσαμε την οικονομική βάση της 
Αρχιεπισκοπής.

Μαζί διασώσαμε το συνταξιοδοτικό πρόγραμμα του κλήρου. 

Γνωρίζω ότι υπάρχουν ορισμένοι που ανησυχούν για 
τη μείωση που παρατηρείται στους στον αριθμό των 
ορθοδόξων αλλά αυτό παρατηρείται γενικότερα για όλες τις 
θρησκευτικές ομάδες παντού.

Όμως πρέπει να αντιληφθούμε ότι αν εμείς προσφέρουμε την 
αυθεντική εμπειρία της Ορθόδοξης Εκκλησίας στους πιστούς 
μας, τότε η Αρχιεπισκοπή μας θα μεγαλουργήσει. Τα γραπτά, 
οι μελέτες και τα κείμενα είναι  χρήσιμα μόνο όταν συνδέονται 
με τη διακονία, την αγάπη και το έλεος του Χριστού ως μια 
ολοκληρωμένη πρόταση της εμπειρίας του λαού μας.

Γι' αυτό δίνω μεγάλη βαρύτητα στην παιδεία των νέων μας, 
την ελληνική παιδεία, την κλασική παιδεία των αρχαίων και 
των πατέρων και πάνω απ' όλα στην κατήχηση, ως κύριες 
διακονίες της Αρχιεπισκοπής μας. Μέσω της νέας υπηρεσίας 
της Επισκοπικής Συνέλευσης με τον τίτλο «Ορθόδοξη Διακονία 
της Νεολαίας» επεκτείνουμε και ενοποιούμε το ορθόδοξο 
νεανικό έργο σε όλες τις δικαιοδοσίες, προκειμένου να φέρουμε 
μια ενιαία και δυναμική προοπτική για τους νέους μας.

Και οφείλουμε να ενδυναμώσουμε αυτές τις διακονίες στην 
καθημερινότητα του κάθε πιστού μας και όχι μόνο κατά τις 
Κυριακές, και να τους βοηθήσουμε να απολαύσουν τους 
πολύτιμους θησαυρούς και την ομορφιά της Ορθοδοξίας, 
δηλαδή:

Την  κριτική σκέψη με την ορθόδοξη κατανόηση. 

Τη λήψη αποφάσεων για ηθικά ζητήματα μέσα από την 
εκκλησιαστική παράδοση.
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And feeling mentored by your Church.

This is the ministry of the future; the ministry that will 
give us a future!

Let us be realistic. Our Tradition of Christianity is a 
conservative one, especially compared to the Christian 
communities around us in America. But we are not a 
coercive one. We are a creative tradition, a compassion-
ate tradition, a Christ-like tradition.

If the next one hundred years of our Archdiocese are 
going to be as fruitful as the first one hundred, then 
the same energy which built the wondrous edifices 
and institutions we hold so dear, must be applied to 
building up the Body of Christ, beginning with our 
youth.

For those who believe it is enough to continue doing 
things the way we always have, I must say the follow-
ing:

The first One Hundred years of the Archdiocese built 
amazing platforms from coast to coast – Churches, 
Buildings, Iconography programs, Schools, etc. And 
our abundance is well beyond the wildest dreams of 
our immigrant forebears.

But now, we must engage in the next Hundred Years!

Whether it is by reintegrating our Monasteries into the 
fabric of the Archdiocese, so that they are not islands of 
this or that perspective, but rather centers of collective 
spiritual refreshment for the souls of our people;

Or refashioning the National Ministries projects of our 
Archdiocese – which should not be about sustaining 
themselves, but instead about sustaining the life and 
souls of our faithful;

Or even refashioning our own calling to be innovative, 
dynamic and engaging.

* * *

Either way, living as an Orthodox Christian is about 
being in relationship with God and with each other. 
They cannot be separated. How we treat one another 
is how we treat God. Whether it is our Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate, our local Metropolis, Parish, or the specific 
ministry we serve, how we relate in faith, compassion, 
mercy, forgiveness and, above all, love is the measure 
of all our success. The world – and everyone in it – will 
know that we are Christians if, as the Lord Himself said 
… we love one another.[‡‡]

Την αίσθηση ότι η Εκκλησία μας καθοδηγεί. 

Αυτές είναι οι διακονίες για το μέλλον, που θα μας δώσουν 
προοπτική! 

Ας είμαστε ρεαλιστές. Η ορθόδοξη χριστιανική παράδοση 
είναι αρκετά συντηρητική, σε σύγκριση με τις υπόλοιπες 
χριστιανικές ομάδες που βρίσκονται στην Αμερική. Δεν είναι 
όμως μία παράδοση καταναγκασμού. Είναι μια παράδοση 
δημιουργίας. Είναι μια παράδοση συμπόνιας. Είναι μια 
παράδοση χριστοκεντρική. 

Αν θέλουμε η Εκκλησία μας στην Αμερική να είναι το ίδιο 
καρποφόρος για τα επόμενα εκατό χρόνια όπως και στα 
πρώτα της εκατό, τότε θα πρέπει να διατηρήσουμε την ίδια 
δυναμική που έκτισε τα θαυμαστά κτίρια και τα δημοφιλή 
ιδρύματα, ώστε να οικοδομήσουμε το σώμα του Χριστού για 
όλους, ξεκινώντας από τη νεολαία μας. 

Για όσους πιστεύουν ότι είναι αρκετό να συνεχίσουμε να 
κάνουμε αυτά που κάναμε μέχρι τώρα – έχω να τους πω το 
εξής: 

Τα πρώτα εκατό χρόνια της Αρχιεπισκοπής μας 
δημιουργήθηκαν θαυμαστά κτίρια και δομές, όπως ναοί, 
κτιριακά συγκροτήματα, προγράμματα αγιογραφίας, 
σχολεία, κλπ. Η αφθονία όλων αυτών υπερβαίνει και τα πιο 
άπιαστα όνειρα των μεταναστών προγόνων μας. 

Όμως, θα πρέπει να επικεντρωθούμε στα επόμενα εκατό 
χρόνια.

Είτε αυτό αφορά στην επανένταξη των Ιερών Μονών στον 
σώμα της Αρχιεπισκοπής, ώστε να μην είναι ανεξάρτητες 
νησίδες μεμονωμένων πνευματικών προσεγγίσεων, αλλά 
μάλλον πνευματικά κέντρα αναζωογόνησης του λαού μας.

Ή ακόμη στην κατάρτιση των εθνικών σχεδίων διακονιών 
της Αρχιεπισκοπής μας. Τα σχέδια αυτά επικεντρώνονται 
στην καλλιέργεια της ψυχής και τη βελτίωση της ζωής των 
πιστών και όχι απλά στην αυτοσυντήρησή τους. 

Ή ακόμη με την προσπάθεια να καινοτομούμε, δυναμικά με 
ελκυστικές δράσεις. 

* * *

Το να ζει κανείς ως ορθόδοξος χριστιανός σημαίνει να είναι 
βρίσκεται σε μια διαρκή σχέση με το Θεό και με το συνάνθρωπο. 
Τα δύο δε γίνεται να είναι ξεχωριστά. Το πώς συμπεριφερόμαστε 
στο συνάνθρωπο φανερώνει τον τρόπο της σχέσης μας με το 
Θεό. Είτε πρόκειται για το Οικουμενικό μας Πατριαρχείο, είτε 
για τις κατά τόπους Μητροπόλεις, είτε για τις ενορίες, είτε για 
τη συγκεκριμένη διακονία που καλούμαστε να υπηρετήσουμε, 
ο τρόπος με τον οποίο δείχνουμε την πίστη, τη συμπόνια, το 
έλεος, τη συγχώρεση και πάνω απ' όλα την αγάπη, είναι το 
μέτρο της επιτυχίας μας. Τότε όλοι θα γνωρίζουν ότι είμαστε 
αληθινοί χριστιανοί όπως είπε ο ίδιος ο Κύριος «ἀγαπᾶτε 
ἀλλήλους». (7)
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As you know, our calling is to love without excep-
tion – from our family members to the strangers in 
our midst. 

And I am fully aware that there is tremendous pride in 
our Greek ancestry and inheritance. For this is some-
thing that is shared by all who claim Western Civiliza-
tion as their intellectual and spiritual home.

Today, as we strive to make Greek, Classical and Or-
thodox education relevant to our children and support-
ed in our communities, we also need the Philhellenes 
of our country, who love Greece in all its iterations – 
from Classical, to Byzantium, to Modern Greece. For 
it is through the love of culture that the love of faith 
will come as well. Or it may even happen the other way 
around, too.

Nevertheless, the truth is that for our Church to grow 
and thrive in the next century of its life, we need good 
people who will adopt our faith and traditions – and 
perhaps, even our language, too.

Therefore, as we observe our Centennial, we must ap-
ply ourselves to the vision for the future, for the next 
One Hundred Years.

This is why our motto is:

Legacy – the foundation upon which we are 
built;

Renewal – our activities and energies in the present 
moment; and

Unity – the ever-expanding embrace of the Church, 
as an inclusive environment in which all are wel-
come – to the degree they embrace the truth of God’s 
love for all of creation.

We are truly a National Institution with a strong history 
and a bright future, if we will but seize it. And this, my 
fellow brothers and sisters, is something that I am truly 
honored and humbled to be a part of – most especially as 
we have amongst us here today two of my predecessors.

* * *

These two individuals served our Sacred Archdiocese 
faithfully and to the best of their abilities – each in his 
own way, of course. And this is most evident in the 
progressive blessings that they were able to lay as part 
of our Church’s ever growing and developing spiritual 
foundation in this land. I am filled with much emotion 
to be able to join this particular line of succession at 
the very helm of this proud Eparchy of the Ecumenical 
Throne, which I must note is second to none!

Και όπως γνωρίζετε η κλήση μας είναι να αγαπάμε όλους 
τους ανθρώπους, από τα μέλη της οικογένειάς μας μέχρι 
τους ξένους ανάμεσά μας! 

Έχω πλήρη επίγνωση ότι είμαστε περήφανοι για την 
ελληνική καταγωγή και κληρονομιά μας.  Περηφάνια που 
μοιραζόμαστε με όλους αυτούς που θεωρούν ότι ο δυτικός 
πολιτισμός είναι το πνευματικό τους σπίτι.

Σήμερα, καθώς αγωνιζόμαστε να κάνουμε την ελληνική, 
κλασική και ορθόδοξη εκπαίδευση ελκυστική για τα παιδιά 
μας, αλλά και τις κοινότητές μας να ενστερνιστούν τη 
σπουδαιότητα αυτή και να την υποστηρίξουν, χρειαζόμαστε 
επίσης, να προσεγγίσουμε τους φιλέλληνες της χώρας μας 
που αγαπούν την Ελλάδα σε όλες τις ιστορικές εκφάνσεις 
της, από την κλασική αρχαιότητα, μέχρι το Βυζάντιο και τη 
σύγχρονη Ελλάδα. Γιατί μέσα από την αγάπη στον πολιτισμό 
μας θα έρθει και η αγάπη για την πίστη μας. Μερικές φορές 
συμβαίνει επίσης και το αντίστροφο. 

Αλλά η αλήθεια είναι ότι για να αναπτυχθεί και να 
ευδοκιμήσει η Εκκλησία μας τον επόμενο αιώνα της ζωής 
της, χρειαζόμαστε ανθρώπους που θα αγαπήσουν την πίστη 
και τις παραδόσεις μας, και βέβαια τη γλώσσα μας.

Επομένως, καθώς εορτάζουμε την εκατονταετηρίδα μας, 
χρειάζεται να οραματιστούμε για το μέλλον μας, για τα 
επόμενα εκατό χρόνια. 

Για αυτό λοιπόν σύνθημά μας είναι: 

Κληρονομιά – το θεμέλιο πάνω στο οποίο έχουμε 
οικοδομηθεί. 

Ανανέωση – οι τωρινές δραστηριότητες και οι ενέργειές 
μας, και 

Ενότητα – η Εκκλησία μας ως μια ανοιχτή αγκαλιά για 
όλους, χωρίς αποκλεισμούς, όπου όλοι είναι ευπρόσδεκτοι 
– στο βαθμό που αποδέχονται την αλήθεια της αγάπης 
του Θεού για όλη τη δημιουργία. 

Είμαστε πραγματικά ένας Εθνικός Οργανισμός, με ένδοξη 
ιστορία και λαμπρό μέλλον, αρκεί αυτό να το καταλάβουμε. 
Και για αυτή την Αρχιεπισκοπή, αδελφοί μου, σεμνύνομαι 
που είμαι μέλος της, ιδιαίτερα  σήμερα, καθώς αντικρίζω 
ανάμεσά μας εδώ δύο από τους προκατόχους μου. 

* * * 

Αυτές οι δύο προσωπικότητες που είναι σήμερα εδώ 
υπηρέτησαν την Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή μας πιστά, δίνοντας 
τον καλύτερο εαυτό τους, καθένας με τον δικό του τρόπο. 
Και αυτό είναι εμφανές στην παρακαταθήκη που μας 
άφησαν, ως συστατικό της συνεχούς πνευματικής προόδου 
της Εκκλησίας μας σε αυτή τη χώρα. Είμαι συγκινημένος 
διότι συνεχίζω αυτή τη σειρά διαδοχής στην ποιμαντορία 
αυτής της μεγάλης Επαρχίας του Οικουμενικού Θρόνου. Μια 
επαρχία μοναδική που δε συγκρίνεται με καμία! 
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Having these two former Archbishops of America with 
us is a tremendous honor, as it offers us an even better 
glimpse into the history of our Church here in America. 
What I am trying to say is that their presence here at our 
Centennial Clergy-Laity Congress affirms the continua-
tion of our unity, as well as the perpetuation of the spiri-
tual bonds of our faith and leadership through the ages.

What we saw in the opening of the Centennial Ex-
hibit yesterday, we see here today in the flesh. And 
it is our duty to remain united in this special, centu-
ry-long lineage of our Orthodox Christian presence 
and witness here in America. For history is alive and 
always progressing. And what we do today, tomor-
row or the day thereafter will soon become chron-
icled in the ongoing narrative of our Church in the 
United States. Therefore, just like all of my venerable 
predecessors who served this blessed Archdiocese, I 
hope to be able to bear the mantle of the faith that has 
been entrusted to me in a most worthy, successful 
and laudable manner.

And so, please allow me at this moment to pause my 
words and invite our two former Archbishops, who 
served our Archdiocese for nearly a quarter of its 

Αποτελεί ιδιαίτερη τιμή που έχουμε μαζί μας τους δύο πρώην 
Αρχιεπισκόπους Αμερικής, δίνοντας μια καλύτερη οπτική 
στην ιστορία της Εκκλησίας μας εδώ στην Αμερική. Αυτό που 
θέλω να τονίσω είναι ότι η παρουσία τους στη Κληρικολαϊκή 
Συνέλευση της εκατονταετηρίδας, επιβεβαιώνει τη συνεχή 
ενότητά μας, καθώς και τη διαιώνιση των πνευματικών 
δεσμών της πίστεως και των ποιμένων μας μέσα στο χρόνο. 

Αυτό που είδαμε χθες στα εγκαίνια της έκθεσης της 
εκατονταετηρίδας, το βλέπουμε εδώ σήμερα ζωντανά 
μπροστά μας. Και είναι καθήκον μας να παραμείνουμε 
ενωμένοι σε αυτή την ιδιαίτερη, μακραίωνη πορεία 
γενεών της ορθόδοξης παρουσίας μας και μαρτυρίας εδώ 
στην Αμερική. Γιατί η ιστορία είναι ζωντανή και πάντα 
προχωρά μπροστά. Και αυτό που κάνουμε σήμερα ή αύριο 
καταγράφεται σίγουρα στην ιστορία της Εκκλησίας μας 
στις Ηνωμένες Πολιτείες. Ως εκ τούτου, όπως ακριβώς οι 
Σεβασμιώτατοι προκάτοχοί μου, που υπηρέτησαν αυτήν την 
ευλογημένη Αρχιεπισκοπή, ελπίζω να μπορέσω και εγώ να 
ανταπεξέλθω στο έργο που μου έχει ανατεθεί, ενδεδυμένος 
τον χιτώνα της πίστεως, με τον καλύτερο δυνατό τρόπο. 

Παρακαλώ επιτρέψτε μου αυτή τη στιγμή να διακόψω την 
ομιλία μου και να καλέσω τους δύο πρώην Αρχιεπισκόπους 
μας, οι οποίοι υπηρέτησαν την Αρχιεπισκοπή για σχεδόν το 
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1. The Tempest, Πράξη 2η, Σκηνή 1.
2. 1η Προς Κορινθίους, 12:20.
3. Παροιμίες ,22:28.
4. Προς Εφεσίους ,2:20.
5. Ομιλία του Παναγιωτάτου Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχου κ. 
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7. Βλ. Κατά Ιωάννην, 13:35.

1. [*] The Tempest, Act 2, Scene 1.
2. [†] I Corinthians 12:20.
3. [‡] Proverbs 22:28.
4. [§] Ephesians 2:20.
5. [**] His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew; Arrival 

Address in the USA, October 19, 1997.
6. [††] Matthew 8:5-10.
7. [‡‡] Cf. John 13:35.

life, to come forward, so that I may offer them our 
Church’s Centennial Honor, from one fellow brother 
to another.

To all of the esteemed delegates, participants and at-
tendees of our Clergy-Laity: I present to you, Their Em-
inences Spyridon and Demetrios, Former Archbishops 
of our God-protected Eparchy of America!

I am very happy indeed that they are both with us to-
day – as a hopeful sign for the future. For it is only as a 
united Archdiocese – one that is in touch with its past 
– that we will be able to move forward into the future 
with confidence.

Therefore, my dear sisters, brothers and beloved friends 
in Christ – and I do count all of you as friends: Let us 
embrace our future. Let us give ourselves to our present 
work in order to ensure the best and brightest possible 
outcome for every member of our Church. And let us 
share the precious jewel of Orthodoxy with our Nation. 
Not everyone will come to our faith. But everyone can 
be made aware of our faith.

As a unified Archdiocese, let us lay hold of hope for the 
future – a hope that is founded upon the legacy of our 
past and our effectual energy in the present moment. 
We have the firm foundation. And we have the dyna-
mism to go forward.

If the next one hundred years of our Archdiocese are 
going to be as fruitful as the first one hundred, then 
the same energy that built the wondrous edifices 
and institutions we hold so dear, must be applied to 
building up the Body of Christ, beginning with our 
youth.

Thank you for your attention.

Thank you for your commitment – as so clearly evi-
denced by your presence today.

But above all, thank you for your love.

Because although only three will remain in the end, the 
greatest of these is love.

Thank you, again!

ένα τέταρτο της ζωής της να προσέλθουν, ώστε να μπορέσω 
να τους τιμήσω με το τιμητικό βραβείο της Εκατονταετηρίδας 
της Εκκλησίας. Μία τιμή προσφερόμενη από έναν αδελφό 
στον άλλο. 

Απευθυνόμενος σε όλους τους αξιότιμους συνέδρους, 
στους συμμετέχοντες και τους παρευρισκόμενους της 
Κληρικολαϊκής μας Συνέλευσης : Σας παρουσιάζω, τους 
Σεβασμιώτατους κ. Σπυρίδωνα και κ. Δημήτριο, πρώην 
Αρχιεπισκόπους της θεοπροβλήτου επαρχίας της Αμερικής!

Είμαι πραγματικά πολύ χαρούμενος που είναι και οι δύο μαζί 
μας σήμερα, ως σημάδι ελπίδας για το μέλλον. Διότι μόνο 
ως ενωμένη Αρχιεπισκοπή, με επίγνωση του παρελθόντος 
μας, θα μπορέσουμε να προχωρήσουμε στο μέλλον με 
αυτοπεποίθηση.

Γι' αυτό λοιπόν, αγαπητοί μου αδελφοί εν Χριστώ και 
πολυαγαπημένοι μου φίλοι, διότι σας θεωρώ όλους φίλους 
μου: Ας αγκαλιάσουμε το μέλλον μας. Ας δώσουμε τον εαυτό 
μας στην παρούσα διακονία, προκειμένου να διασφαλίσουμε 
τα καλύτερα αποτελέσματα για κάθε μέλος της Εκκλησίας 
μας. Και ας μοιραστούμε τον πολύτιμο θησαυρό της 
ορθοδοξίας με το Αμερικανικό έθνος μας. Δεν θα πιστέψουν 
βέβαια όλοι. Αλλά ο καθένας από εμάς μπορεί να κάνει 
γνωστή την πίστη μας. 

Ως μια ενωμένη Αρχιεπισκοπή, ας ελπίσουμε για ένα μέλλον 
θεμελιωμένο πάνω στην κληρονομιά του παρελθόντος, με 
πετυχημένες δράσεις του παρόντος. Έχουμε γερά θεμέλια. 
Και έχουμε τη δυνατότητα να προχωρήσουμε δυναμικά 
μπροστά.

Εάν τα επόμενα εκατό χρόνια, η Εκκλησία μας στην 
Αμερική παρουσιάσει τόση καρποφορία όσο κατά τα 
πρώτα εκατό χρόνια, τότε αυτή η ίδια ενέργεια με την 
οποία δημιουργήθηκαν τα θαυμαστά οικοδομήματα και τα 
δημοφιλή ιδρύματα θα χρησιμεύσει για να οικοδομήσουμε το 
σώμα του Χριστού, ξεκινώντας από τη νεολαία μας. 

Σας ευχαριστώ για την προσοχή σας. 

Σας ευχαριστώ για τη αφοσίωση σας,  όπως τόσο ξεκάθαρα 
αποδεικνύεται με την παρουσία σας σήμερα. 

Αλλά πάνω από όλα, σας ευχαριστώ για την αγάπη σας.

Γιατί από τις τρεις κορυφαίες αρετές, μεγαλύτερη όλων είναι 
η αγάπη.

Ἀμήν! Γένοιτο!
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Moments from the Centennial Keynote Address by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America.
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The cOnsecraTiOn OfThe cOnsecraTiOn Of

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine
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The Fourth of July, 2022, sounded a new bell of free-
dom at the rebuilt World Trade Center. Bells, chanting, 
incense, processions, and the full panoply of ancient 
Greek Orthodox liturgical traditions infused Indepen-
dence Day with a new meaning. In a place where reli-
gious hatred and intolerance inflicted so much death 
and destruction, a spiritual House of Holiness unto the 
Lord (cf. Zechariah 14:20) was consecrated with all the 
magnificence and beauty that Byzantium could muster.

Archbishop Elpidophoros of America chose the July 4th 
for many reasons – the connection with the free and re-
ligiously tolerant American way of life, and the fact that 
the Centennial celebrating the Clergy-Laity Congress 
was being held during this time in New York City. This 
coincidence allowed for clergy and lay delegates from 
around the Archdiocese, including Philoptochos and 
YAL representatives, to be present for the Consecra-
tion, and witness themselves the Good News of Saint 
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church being resurrected as 
a Shrine for the Nation.

The Consecration Service spanned a single liturgical 
day, beginning in the evening of July 3rd at the Great 

Vespers. Archbishop Elpidophoros invited the head of 
the Official Delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
His Eminence Elder Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalce-
don, to preside at the Consecration Vespers, which was 
attended by both ecumenical and interfaith representa-
tives. Leaders of the Jewish Community joined with the 
Papal Nuncio, Armenian Hierarchs, Protestant Bishops 
and Leaders.

In his homily that evening, Metropolitan Emmanuel ob-
served:

 “[W]ith this Consecration, we affirm that the dwell-
ing place of God is among us and with all of creation. 
Moreover, through the act of Consecration, we forever 
stamp this place with marks of holiness, such that it is 
known as the House of the Lord."
 “The relic of Saint Nicholas himself, brought here 
personally by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew last 
November for the Θυρανοίξια, will be placed within 
the Altar Table. The Holy Anointing of the Church, with 
the same Chrism that comes from Constantinople and 
anoints our Faithful at their Baptisms, will anoint the 
walls, the holy vessels, and the icons. By these sacred 
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actions, the Shekinah Glory of the Lord will inhabit this 
Temple forevermore, intimated every night by its signa-
ture glow.”

Following the Vespers, The Friends of St. Nicholas, the 
non-profit organization that raised the tens of millions 
of dollars to construct and adorn the Shrine, held a re-
ception for the participants. The next morning, that spe-
cial Fourth of July was truly a glorious one, with brilliant 
sunshine reflecting off the Pentelic Marble.

With nearly one thousand Faithful in attendance, who 
surrounded the Shrine in Liberty Park, Archbishop Elpi-
dophoros, with the representatives of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate (Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon, 
Metropolitan Prodromos of Rethymnon and Avlopota-
mos, and the Grand Ecclesiarch Archimandrite Aetios), 
the two former Archbishops of America, Their Emi-
nences Spyridon and Demetrios, the Members of the 
Eparchial Synod, Hierarchs of the Ecumenical Throne, 
Representatives of New York City and the Greek and Cy-
priot Governments, and Clergy and Laity from around 
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the country, the Consecration Service commenced. 
The Metropolitans of Detroit and Pittsburgh shared 
in the Hierarchal responsibilities of the Divine Liturgy, 
with Protopresbyter Alexander Karloutsos having pride 
of place as the leading Priest of the service and the 
Proïstamenos of the Church, Protopresbyter Andreas 
Vithoulkas, serving alongside, as well as crowds of faith-

ful from the Clergy-Laity Congress, who brought a spirit 
of high anticipation to the Consecration.

Archbishop Elpidophoros led the threefold procession 
of the Holy Relics of Saint Nicholas around the Church 
and opened the doors of the Shrine with the eager par-
ticipation of the Chair and Vice-Chair of The Friends of 
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St. Nicholas, Dennis Mehiel and Michael Psaros. It was a 
moment of high emotion – one charged with deep grati-
tude for the arrival of this incredible, special day.

In his address to the faithful and to the world, Archbish-
op Elpidophoros stressed the significance of the mo-
ment:

 “Today, we brought the Holy Relic of the Great Won-
derworker of Myra to its final resting place, within the 
Holy Altar of the resurrected Saint Nicholas Church and 
National Shrine. This most ancient ceremony dates back 
to the origin of Christian Houses of worship, which were 
raised over the tombs of martyrs and saints."

 “Today, these Holy and Precious Remains of a Saint, 
whose own history stretches back across the millennia 
and across the ocean, to Asia Minor and the glory of Byz-
antium that lives on in our Ecumenical Patriarchate – are 
joined to the history of those for whom the World Trade 
Center was their tomb. These modern martyrs, slain by 
unjust hatred, were denied even the chance of burial, 
and so Ground Zero remains forever Sacred Ground, a 
place of remembrance and, we pray with today’s Conse-

cration, a place of reconciliation, of forgiveness, and of 
love.
 
“All of you who have gathered here – whether within these 
shining marble walls – walls made of the same stone that 
graces the Parthenon of Athens, or standing and praying 
with us in Liberty Park, which, on this Fourth of July, could 
not be a more fitting place in which to participate.”

The anointing of the Holy Altar, and the chrismation of 
the walls, was shared by all the clergy. It was a moment of 
community, that thanks to the coordinators of the event, 
George Gigicos and Andrew Veniopoulos, was made 
available throughout Liberty Park for the hundreds and 
hundreds of the pious who could not fit into the Shrine 
(although, after the service, everyone was able to enter). 
The feelings of participation were enhanced by the fact 
that everyone who was in Liberty Park for the Service 
was able to add drops of oil to what would become the 
votive lamp on the newly consecrated Altar, the special 
ceremonial robe (savanon) of the Archbishop was divid-
ed and distributed to everyone present as a blessing, 
and the Service was broadcast around the world and on 
the Web. 
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Michael Psaros summed up the feelings of many when 
he said:

 “For the Greek American community, the National 
Shrine is our (“American Parthenon”) -  the most visible 
symbol of Hellenism in the United States. The National 
Shrine elevates our Faith and Ethnos in America to levels 
we thought unimaginable and demonstrates what the 
Greek American community can accomplish with the 
proper vision and leadership."

 “For Orthodox Christians, the National Shrine is our 
American Hagia Sophia, the daughter of Hagia Sophia 
in Constantinople, the greatest Church ever built. The 
National Shrine is now the most prominent Orthodox 
Church in the United States and will be the most visited 
Orthodox Church in the world. This new powerful jew-
el of Holy Orthodoxy will introduce the splendor of our 
Faith and traditions to the world. I pray that by construct-
ing this National Shrine, we, the Church militant, have 
proven ourselves worthy of the Church triumphant."

 “Long after we are gone, the generations that follow 
will worship in the National Shrine, humble themselves 
before the Justinian Cross on its Dome, and take pride 
in the faith of their predecessors. Long after we are 
gone, the generations that follow will enter the National 
Shrine and be reminded that in the end, faith, peace 
and love always triumph.”

Archbishop Elpidophoros embodied the spirt of the 
day in the vestments he wore. Specially woven for the 
occasion, they showed a replica of the Shrine’s Icon 
of the Resurrection that portrays members of the Fire, 
Police, and Emergency Responders among the Saints 
witnessing the Lord’s triumph over death. This, perhaps 
above all other signs, manifests what the Saint Nicholas 
National Shrine is – a House of Prayer, consecrated to 
God and dedicated as a Sacred Topos of Memory, Wor-
ship, and Healing.
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Though the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
was officially founded by a Tomos of establishment from 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 1922, the history of the 
Greek Orthodox people in America stretches back much 
further. The Greek Orthodox faithful labored vigorously 
to preserve their traditions and pass on their faith even 
prior to the time when the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
was founded. It was with firm ecclesiastical leadership, 
however, that the Greek Orthodox people in America 
coalesced their disorganized and undisciplined parish 
communities into a national force which, in a relative-
ly short period of time, would become the largest and 
most prosperous eparchy of the Ecumenical Throne. 

The design of the Centennial Exhibit was expertly com-
pleted by Anthony Stein, Peter Kotvis, and Jennifer Mora 
with the curation of the material, culture and historical 
research being undertaken by V. Rev. Archimandrite Bar-

tholomew Mercado. The goal of the Centennial Exhibit 
was to succinctly give an overview of the history of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America based on a se-
ries of topics critical to the ministry of the Church. In ad-
dition to written historical narratives, the exhibit includes 
visual displays, audio recordings, old video footage, and 
interviews to give depth to the Archdiocese’s past his-
tory and bright future.  The events and milestones con-
tained in the exhibit chronicle the remarkable journey 
of the Archdiocese and the Greek Orthodox faithful in 
America. 

The accomplishments expressed in this historical nar-
rative provide us with inspiration as we seek to honor 
our ancestors’ legacy, renew our commitment to the 
Church, and strive for even greater unity so that our be-
loved Archdiocese may reach even greater heights in 
years, decades, and centuries to come. 

Centennial Exhibition
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A Centennial honoree is a person who has contributed significantly to the life of the Archdiocese; who has served 
with distinction and on the front lines; who has given true stewardship of time, talent, and treasure to the Archdio-
cese; and who is the true Icon of a faithful member of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

Archbishop Spyridon, former of AmericaArchbishop Demetrios, former of America 

Rev. Protopresbyter John Bakas Rev. Protopresbyter William Bartz,  
Chaplaincy

John Catsimatidis,  
Archdiocesan Council Vice Chair

Maria Andriotis,  
Dedicated staff member

Gus Caras,  
Long-time Archdiocesan Council Member,  

former Chair of Leadeship 100

Elaine Allen, Treasurer of the Greek  
Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Judge B. Theodore Bozonelis, 
Archdiocesan Council Secretary,  

National Vice Commander of the Archons

Centennial Honorees 2022
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Marissa Costidis,  
Dedicated staff member

Chrysanthy and George Demos, Co-Chair, 
46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress

+Emmanuel Demos (accepted by wife, Helen 
K. Demos), Long-time Legal Counsel for the 

Archdiocese

Pres. Goldie Doukas,  
National Sisterhood of Presvyteres

Nicholas and Anna Karacostas,  
Co-Chair, 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity 

Congress

Rev. Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical 
Throne Alexander Karloutsos

Anita Kartalopoulos, Chair  
National Philoptochos Convention

Demetrios (Jim) Logothetis, Chairman 
Leadership 100

Dr. Anthony Limberakis,  
National Commander, Order of St. Andrew - 

Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

Arlene Siavelis Kehl, President  
National Philoptochos Society

Rev. Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne 
Jon Magoulias, Hellenic College Holy Cross 

Greek Orthodox School of Theology Vice Chair

Dennis Mehiel,  
Vice Chair of Friends of Saint Nicholas 
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Vicki Pappas, National Forum of  
Greek Orthodox Church Musicians

James Pantelidis (accepted by  
his wife, Stella Pantelidis)

+Rev. Protopresbyter George Poulos 
(accepted by Peter George (son)  

and Peter James (nephew) Poulos)  

Jeannie Ranglas, President,  
Metropolis of San Francisco  
Ladies Philoptochos Society

Jamil Samara,  
Dedicated Staff Member

Michael Psaros,  
Chair of Friends of Saint Nicholas 

Rev. Protopresbyter  
Constantine Sitaras

Rev. Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical 
Throne George Tsahakis, Chancellor,  

Metropolis of Atlanta

Rev. Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical 
Throne Steve Vlahos, Retired Clergy

Stella Pantelidis, President,  
Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity

Theo Nicolakis,  
Dedicated Staff Member

Demitrios Moschos,  
former Vice Chair Archdiocesan Council
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Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos,  
Retired Bishop of the Archdiocese

Harry Koulos, Andrea Holland, Konstantine Ouranitsas and Kristina Headrick, National Young Adult League (YAL)

Costa Tsourakis, Archon Stephen Cherpelis and Giorgios Theodoridis (with icons)

George Gigicos and Andrew Veniopoulos, 
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

and National Shrine

Not pictured at Clergy-Laity Congress:
+Michael Jaharis (Vice Chair Archdiocesan Council), V. Rev. Archimandrite Eugene Pappas (Retired Clergy) 

George Tsandikos (Former Vice Chair Archdiocesan Council) and Helen Carlos (Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology)

Nikie Calles, Dedicated Long-time Staff 
Member and Paulette Poulos, Dedicated 
long-time staff member and Executive 

Director of  Leadership 100
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Historians, students of the Eastern Orthodox 
Faith, and hierarchs of the Greek Orthodox 
Church have long agreed with 1864 as the year 

that the first Greek Orthodox Church was established in 
North and South America in New Orleans, Louisiana.

To put this date in perspective, consider that only twelve 
years earlier in 1832, the independence of Greece was 
finally recognized by the Treaty of Constantinople, the 
next Greek Orthodox churches organized in the USA 
were in Chicago and New York in 1892, and our Archdi-
ocese would not be organized until 1922. Other events 
transpiring in the world during the decade of the 1860s 
included:

The firsT Greek OrThOdOx chUrch in The americasThe firsT Greek OrThOdOx chUrch in The americas

Holy Trinity  
Greek Orthodox Church

new orleans, louisiana

1861-1865:  The “Civil War” took place in the USA. 
Men who self-identified as Greek joined 
the Union or Confederate Armies.

 On October 25, 1864, only six months be-
fore his assassination, Abraham Lincoln 
signed the appointment of Nicholas Ben-
achi, born in Chios and a survivor of the 
1822 Ottoman massacre, as Consul of the 
Hellenic Republic in New Orleans.

Oldest known photograph of Holy Trinity Church, circa 1900.
Southeastern Architectural Archive, Tulane University Special 
Collections, Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, SEAA-152.
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1864: Orthodox Christians representing differ-
ent ethnicities meet in Benachi’s home.

1865:  Abraham Lincoln is assassinated on April 14.

1867:  Russia sells Alaska to the USA.

During the same time frame, Orthodox faithful from 
Greece, Russia, Turkey and other countries in the Old 
World continued to immigrate to America. Indeed, doc-
umentation proves that Greek immigration to New Orle-
ans began in the mid-1700s. Many of these immigrants 
came to the New Orleans area because it was a thriving 
seaport town where many opportunities were available.

A prominent and growing seaport, New Orleans attract-
ed businessmen, traders, seamen, fishermen and shop-
keepers. Some Greek merchants in the New Orleans 
area leave after the civil war; however, many others stay. 
One Greek immigrant who stays is a successful busi-
nessman named Nicholas M. Benachi who had settled in 
New Orleans in 1850. While the earliest attempts by the 
earliest Dragon/Dimitry families as well as the mid-19th 
century immigrants to transplant their church was met 
with many obstacles, the indomitable spirituality of the 
Orthodox faithful eventually prevailed. Their successful 
efforts are led by Benachi. In 1864, Mr. Benachi provides 
his residence at 2257 Bayou Road as a temporary loca-
tion for worship. And we know from later documenta-
tion that Benachi provides the chanting in liturgies in 
the church. Until 1866, services are held there. While 
available documentation about the Reverend Agapios 
Honcharenko is not clear, the agreed-upon facts are that 
on March 2, 1865, Reverend Agapios Honcharenko, a 
Ukrainian priest based in the Russian church mission in 
Athens and welcomed by the Episcopal Russo-Greek 
Committee served the Orthodox liturgy in Saint Paul’s 
Trinity Chapel. He is invited to New Orleans by Benachi 
to baptize four children and ten Illyrians. He comes to 
New Orleans and serves Paschal liturgy in New Orleans; 
his presence probably instigated a serious movement 
to build a Greek Orthodox church in New Orleans. Sev-
eral months later, in November 1865, a committee con-
sisting of Nicholas Benachi, Demetrios Botassi, Michael 
Draskovich and Constantine Kililis is organized to raise 
funds for the building of a church. This committee is 
sanctioned with a document created and signed in the 
Greek Consulate in 1866.

In 1867, Mr. Benachi sells a parcel of property with an 
existing church and presbytery at 1222 North Dorgenois 
Street to representatives of the Holy Trinity Orthodox 
Church for the sum of $1,200. The notarized sale doc-
ument states that the church had been “built at the ex-
pense of the members of the Eastern Orthodox faith in 
New Orleans.” This first church served Orthodox Chris-
tians from many countries-Russia, Turkey, Syria, Greece, 
Cyprus and Austria and liturgical books attest to the use 
of the Greek and Russian languages for the liturgy.

The current available documentation confirms that the 
first priest in residence at Holy Trinity was Archimandrite 
Stephen Andreadis who was in New Orleans as early as 
December 1867. Archimandrite Andreadis came to us 
from Syros and was commissioned by the Holy Synod of 
the Church of Greece. Our earliest priests that joined us 
after Archimandrite Andreadis are as follows:

1870: Archimandrite Stefani Maritchi

1872: Archimandrite Grigorios Giagas

1881: Archimandrite Misael Karidas

1901: Archimandrite John Leonides

The 1890 United States Federal Census of Church-
es identified Holy Trinity as the lone Greek Orthodox 
Church in the nation with a membership of 100. News 
reports of the time confirm that the priests of Holy Trinity 
provided a critical service as they traveled throughout 
the United States performing baptisms, weddings and 
funerals.

In 1901, a charter was granted by the State of Louisiana 
to “The Eastern Orthodox Church of the Holy Trinity.” 
In 1920, the church was re-chartered as the “Hellenic 
Orthodox Church” preceding the establishment of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South Amer-
ica in 1922 under the spiritual direction of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople.

As years passed, the community grew and the neces-
sity for a larger church became apparent. The original 
building was demolished, and a new edifice was erect-
ed in 1950. From October 1960 until November 1965, 
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On February 4, 2001, the Cathedral was consecrated 
with the holy relics of Saint George the Triumphant, 
Saint Demetrios the Myrrh Flowing and from the Holy 
Fathers martyred in Sinai and Raitho, along with the un-
identified relics from our first church ... all entombed in 
the holy altar. Presiding over that historic service was 

the parish served as the See of the Eighth Archdioce-
san District with the Late Bishop Silas (Koskinas) as the 
presiding hierarch. That building served the community 
until 1976 when the Dorgenois Street building was sold 
to facilitate further growth within the expanding com-
munity. The Cathedral’s present location at the corner 
of Robert E. Lee Boulevard and Saint Bernard Avenue 
is now a prominent New Orleans landmark adjacent 
to Bayou Saint John. (As a result of local legislation by 
the City Council of New Orleans in February 2022, the 
street name was changed from Robert E. Lee Boulevard 
to Allen Toussaint Boulevard.)

The Hellenic Cultural Center was built in 1980 and the 
new Cathedral building was completed in 1985. The 
Community was honored to have been chosen to host 
the 31st Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress in 1992 offering 
our brothers and sisters of the Archdiocese the culture, 
cuisine and hospitality that New Orleans is famous for.

Holy Trinity Cathedral 150th Anniversary Liturgy, October 12, 2014. © Frank L. Aymami III

"...Cathedral was 
consecrated with the holy 
relics of Saint George the 

Triumphant, Saint Demetrios 
the Myrrh Flowing and from 
the Holy Fathers martyred in 

Sinai and Raitho..."
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His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, assisted by Met-
ropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, His Grace Bishop John of 
Amorion along with the Cathedral’s Dean, Rev. Father 
Anthony Stratis and many other participating clergy.

In addition to servicing the needs of the local Orthodox, 
the Cathedral Clergy were very active traveling across 
the Gulf Coast to officiate sacraments of the Church. Two 
mission churches: Holy Trinity in Baton Rouge, LA and 
Holy Trinity in Biloxi, MS were created from this ministry.

On Monday, August 29, 2005, the Cathedral was seri-
ously impacted by the destructive effects of Hurricane 
Katrina. The Cathedral and Hellenic Center were flood-
ed as a result of the destructive force of the storm’s mon-
umental surge. Fortunately, Rev. Father Milton Gianulis, 
then serving as an active-duty Chaplain and Command-
er in the US Navy was aboard the USS Iwo Jima when 
the ship was making a call at the Port of New Orleans. 
Impressively, and with the permission of the Iwo Jima’s 
commander, Captain Richard S. Callas, Father Gianulis 
led dozens of Iwo Jima crewmen to perform the initial 
cleaning of the Cathedral complex. In thanksgiving to 
our Lord, Father Gianulis returned to the Cathedral on 
the next Sunday to celebrate the Divine Liturgy.

On January 7, 2006, His All-Holiness Patriarch Bar-
tholomew of Constantinople made a historic visit to the 
Cathedral and to the still-devastated Greater New Or-
leans area. Although much of the area was tragically in 
ruins, the Ecumenical Patriarch found our Cathedral fully 
restored and open for worship by the Orthodox faithful 
of the area. During this historic visit, Archbishop Deme-
trios, Metropolitan Alexios, and many other Orthodox 
Christian hierarchs and clergy were present along with 
numerous other area religious and political leaders.

The Cathedral community celebrated her 150th Anni-
versary in October 2014 with a gala weekend of activ-
ities including a bus tour of historic New Orleans, an 
extensive Cathedral archives museum display and Great 
Vespers followed by a formal dinner at Metairie Country 
Club featuring the premiere of our 150th Anniversary 
documentary. On Sunday an Hierarchial Divine Liturgy 
was officiated by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, 
with His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta and 
His Eminence Metropolitan Tarasios of Buenos Aires 
whose late mother was a member of our parish. Also 
concelebrating the Liturgy were clergy from across the 
Gulf States.
 
New Orleans is known as a city of festivals, with the 
more famous being Mardi Gras and the French Quarter 
Fest. There are festivals that focus on a myriad of cul-
tural interests including the popular Jazz Fest as well as 
festivals for: Gumbo, Bourbon, Blues, but, on Memori-
al Day weekend since 1973, the Cathedral community 
has hosted the Annual Greek Fest. The three-day festival 
welcomes over 23,000 people annually and provides an 
opportunity to share our culture, food and faith through 
our Cathedral tours.

Now, in our 158th year of service, the Cathedral con-
tinues to welcome and serve Orthodox faithful from 
throughout the Greater New Orleans and surrounding 
areas. The clergy and staff are frequently asked to pro-
vide Cathedral tours for local school and other social 
groups as well as curious visitors, both Orthodox and 
non-Orthodox, from across the country and the world.

Contributing authors of this article: Nicholas N. Chronis, Magdalene Spirros Maag and Father George Wilson.
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In 2021, on September 11th, the Nation and the 
world observed the Twentieth Anniversary of the 
tragic day we call 9/11. It was an especially solemn 

anniversary, particularly in light of the military disen-
gagement from Afghanistan.1

This confluence of events – the Twentieth Anniversary 
of 9/11 and the withdrawal of America from her longest 

conflict, which was sparked by 9/11 – made the Saint 
Nicholas National Shrine all the more meaningful on 
this heartwrenching anniversary. The evening before, on 
September 10th, the rebuilt Saint Nicholas Greek Ortho-
dox Church and National Shrine was illuminated from 

The newesT Greek OrThOdOx chUrchThe newesT Greek OrThOdOx chUrch

The Saint Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church  

and National Shrine
new york, new york

“The Light Shines on in the Darkness”
The following narrative represents a chronology from the horrific day of 9/11 to the present day.  

It has been told before and is presented for a comprehensive picture of our National Shrine,  
the Church of Saint Nicholas at the World Trade Center.

The Rev. Protopresbyter Andreas Vithoulkas, Proïstamenos and  
Archiepiscopal Vicar of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine

Lighting of the Church on the 20th Anniversary of 9/11.
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within for the very first time marking the official inaugu-
ration of the 9/11 commemorative events. As the sun 
set, the signature glow of the Shrine affirmed that Light 
can never be overcome by darkness.

g

The original St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church was 
founded in 1916 in a small row house that had been 
previously used as a tavern. Greek immigrants of lower 
Manhattan purchased it in 1892 as a community home. 
For many Greeks coming to America, it would have been 
among their first stops after seeing the Statue of Liberty 
and their arrival on Ellis Island.

The little church stood in exactly the same location, 
155 Cedar Street, witnessing the decades of growth 
and transformation around the financial center of Wall 
Street and Battery Park. Even through the sixteen-acre 
construction of the original World Trade Center in the 
1960’s, the little church was an ever-present spiritual 
jewel, open to all. There are generations of New York-
ers who remember stopping by to light a candle, say a 
prayer, or just sit quietly. Over the years, the community 
of Saint Nicholas resisted attempts to sell the property, 
and by 2001, the church was encircled by a parking lot. 

g

Everything changed on 9/11. Saint Nicholas was com-
pletely wrecked in the collapse of World Trade Center 
Tower 2 during the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. 
Thankfully, no one was in the Church when it was de-
stroyed. Nevertheless, there are reports of Greek Or-
thodox Christians who escaped the burning Towers by 
running toward the sound of the bell from the bell tower 
which was such a defining characteristic of the Church.

In the days that immediately followed September 11th, 
when rescue and recovery efforts were at their most in-
tense, a few scant objects were recovered from the site 
near and around 155 Cedar Street. Sadly, much like the 
remains of those who perished when the Twin Towers 
collapsed, few precious relics were found.

Based on the understanding with Governor Pataki, the 
Archdiocese, together with representatives of the Saint 
Nicholas Parish, initiated a process to negotiate a plan 
for re-construction. The Archdiocese and the Parish 

worked cooperatively with the Port Authority and the 
Lower Manhattan Development Corporation (LMDC) 
to incorporate Saint Nicholas into the greater plan for 
the reconstructed World Trade Center. The parties fi-
nally agreed on an alternate site at 130 Liberty Street. 
This location, less than 100 yards from the original site, 
allowed for a larger footprint for the Church. The larger 
footprint was an exchange for the ground and air rights 
of the original location at 155 Cedar Street, a site to be 
included in the Vehicle Security Center (VSC). In other 
words, the 'silo' of 155 Cedar Street was exchanged for 
a 'pancake' at 130 Liberty Street.

In the years between 2002 and 2008, the Archdiocese 
and Port Authority worked in concert in preparing plans 
for a new church edifice at 130 Liberty Street. These 
years were marked by the Archdiocese and Parish allow-
ing the Port Authority to use the site of the destroyed 
Church as a staging area for recovery, demolition and 
construction. During these years, memorial services 
would be held on 9/11 and the feast of the Saint would 
be celebrated by Great Vespers on the eve of Decem-
ber 6th at the old site of the Parish Church, often in the 
midst of massive demolition and recovery.

Sadly, negotiations between the Church and the Port 
Authority to rebuild Saint Nicholas broke down in 2009 
and eventually resulted in litigation with a view to pro-
tect the rights of the parish. During what proved to be 
very dark days for the dream of a new Saint Nicholas, a 
sign revealed itself at a critical juncture. In mid-July of 
2010, remains of an 18th century ship were unearthed 
on the very location of the former Saint Nicholas Church. 

Rebuilding of St. Nicholas at World Trade Center.
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The Miracle-working Saint is known throughout the 
world as the patron saint of those who sail the sea, and 
many faithful took this as a signal that the resurrection of 
the Church was near.

In 2011, newly elected Governor Andrew Cuomo en-
couraged mediated settlement discussions designed to 
end the litigation and solve the issue of the Church once 
and for all. As a result, the Port Authority and Archdio-
cese agreed to an independent feasibility study to de-
termine where the Church could be located in the park 
planned above the VSC. The result of this process was 
the decision to position the new Church at exactly the 
same place that had been determined years before, 130 
Liberty Street.

On October 11, 2011, all the Members of the Holy Epar-
chial Synod, the Members of the Archdiocesan Council 
and Staff, and official representatives of the Saint Nich-
olas Parish joined Archbishop Demetrios and Governor 
Andrew Cuomo as witnesses, when the Port Authority 
Executive Director, Chris Ward, and the late Michael 

Jaharis, the Vice Chair of the Archdiocesan Council, 
signed the agreement between the Port Authority and 
the Church for the rebuilding of the Church.

Throughout 2012, there was a pre-approved competi-
tion to select a design architect for the Church. Santiago 
Calatrava participated and was selected from a group 
of 25 architects who submitted bids.2 Work commenced 
on what would be an intricate, specialized construction, 
set in the middle of the World Trade Center, with all the 
attendant complexities of integrating into the most im-
portant building site in the world.

The Ground was officially blessed in October of 2014, 
and the project commenced in earnest. It should be 
noted that it had taken twelve years to achieve the nec-
essary permissions to begin rebuilding Saint Nicholas, 
but there was an even broader vision. It was now to be a 
National Shrine with the weight of being the only faith-
based edifice at Ground Zero, the epicenter of the histo-
ry of the Twenty-First Century.

Thyranoixia (door-opening ceremony) by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in 2021.
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Lighting of St. 
Nicholas by 
His Eminence 
Archbishop 
Elpidophoros 
together with Rev. 
Protopresbyters 
Alex Karloutsos and 
Andreas Vithoulkas. 

Since the fateful day of 9/11, no clergyman – no Ortho-
dox Christian for that matter – has been so deeply in-
volved in the aftermath, reclamation, and rebuilding of 
the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, than Father 
Alex Karloutsos. He was the first Orthodox Priest on the 
site the day of 9/11, because he was and still is a Port 
Authority Chaplain. Fr. Alex led the fundraising cam-
paign that raised the initial 40 million dollars to rebuild 
the Church. The progress was, however, short-lived. In 
2017, construction halted abruptly as management of 
the project failed.

g

Saint Nicholas remained moribund, but with the elec-
tion of Archbishop Elpidophoros on May 11, 2019, a 
new hope arose to complete the Shrine. With the en-
couragement of (then) Governor Cuomo, a blue chip 
non-profit organization had been established – The 
Friends of St. Nicholas (FoSN) – which was tasked to 
raise the now necessary additional funds and oversee 
the completion of the Shrine. As a result of the three-
year hiatus in construction and change orders from the 
previous administration, an additional 45 million dollars 
was now required to compete the Church.

Beginning in January of 2020 through the present day, 
over 65 million dollars has been raised, enough to com-
plete the Shrine and commence its endowment. Construc-

tion restarted in August 2020 in the midst of the Covid 
Pandemic, and continues with completion foreseen in the 
Fall of 2022.

In addition to the restart of construction, FoSN reviewed 
the iconographic program, and with the encouragement 
and blessing of Archbishop Elpidophoros, an interna-
tionally recognized Byzantine art expert, Bishop Joa-
chim of Amissos (an auxiliary bishop to the Archbishop) 
was brought in to create a new, coherent, and topical 
program, to be executed by the renown iconographer, 
Father Loukas of the Xenophontos Monastery on Mount 
Athos in Greece, who had already been commissioned.

As the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and Na-
tional Shrine was illumined on September 10, 2021 – on 
the eve of the Twentieth Anniversary of 9/11 – this Shrine 
for the Nation finally took its rightful place in the com-
munity of the rebuilt World Trade Center as a center of 
hope, peace, and faith.

This event was quickly followed by the Apostolic Visit of 
His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew on 
the Thirtieth Anniversary of his Enthronement. On No-
vember 2, 2022, His All-Holiness concluded his Fourth 
Official Visit to the United States by presiding over a spe-
cial Service of Opening the Doors, during which he pre-
sented a Relic of Saint Nicholas to the Shrine. He also pre-
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sided over the crowning of the Dome of the Church with 
the installation of its permanent cross. Construction at the 
Site to finish both the exterior and the interior continues 
apace, and it is expected that the installation of the icono-
graphic program will commence in Summer of 2022.

The Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National 
Shrine will be consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America on the Fourth of July – during 
the Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress celebrating the One 
Hundredth Anniversary of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America as an Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate of Constantinople. This date has been chosen 
very purposefully: first, to recognize the national signifi-

cance of the Shrine, and second, to allow as many of the 
members of the Archdiocese from across the country to 
participate in person. The full liturgical operation of the 
Shrine will commence in the Fall, after the completion of 
the installation of the iconography.

The rebuilt Church, resurrected as a Shrine for the Na-
tion, is an affirmation of religious liberty, the hallmark 
of the American way of life. Sitting atop Liberty Park, 
overlooking the Memorial Pools and the Museum, the 
Church is the only symbol of faith in the World Trade 
Center, and will welcome all people for remembrance 
and contemplation.

Platytera our Lady 
of New York City.

2 Remarks by the Design Architect Santiago Calatrava written for the Twelfth Anniversary on the inspiration for the Shrine: “A classic problem of 
downtown Manhattan is simply one of size. To perceive the archetypal New York skyline, one is forced to leave the island and view it from afar. ... 
One must be small to stand out, and the new St. Nicholas Church achieves this humanizing of Lower Manhattan. The new Church is principally 
based around a central Cupola. This is purposefully different from the rectilinear lines of the former Church. Indeed, it hearkens back to both the 
Greek Classical Architecture of the Acropolis and to the Byzantine Architecture of the Hagia Sophia. The new Saint Nicholas will stand as both a 
Parthenon and Hagia Sophia for the Greek Orthodox Community. It will be a symbol of the resilience of New York City and the American spirit. 
Truly, Saint Nicholas will be a monument of the human spirit, pointing to the divine within us all.”

1 Of note, the first commemoration of America’s military response to 9/11, America’s Response Monument (De Oppresso Liber [Latin for “from 
oppressed to free”], the motto of US Special Forces) sits in Liberty Park across from the Shrine. Most poignantly, it is located directly above 
what was 155 Cedar Street, the location of the Church destroyed when the South Tower collapsed.
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In addition, as the Archbishop noted in his Centennial 
Address to Leadership 100:

There is one word that … holds the key to our impact 
in the coming generations: Education. … the com-
plete understanding of what it means to be an Ortho-
dox Christian – who is also an inheritor of the very best 
of Hellenism – in the scientifically and technologically 
driven modern world.

Such a comprehensive vision includes Greek education, 
catechetical education for our youth, culture initiatives, 
and of course, the health and welfare of our seminary in 
Brookline. We are in constant preparation for the next 
generation of clergy, lay leaders, and the faithful. It is 
how the next hundred years advances the accomplish-
ments of the first one hundred. The work of the Chan-
cellery is to facilitate and expedite in the most pastoral 
manner the directives and orientation that the Arch-
bishop gives through his archpastoral guidance.
 
Therefore, the Chancellery will be deeply involved on a 
national level once again, working with the Metropoli-
tans and Chancellors of the Metropolises to ensure that 
the programming coming out of national offices and 
institutions is implemented as efficiently and effectively 
as possible.
 
This, of course, will help in the manifestation of unity 
across our national Church. There has been tremen-
dous success on the various local levels throughout the 
past one hundred years. Under the visionary leadership 
of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, we will set 
the course for the next century, one that will honor the 
past, empower the present, and engage for the future.

The Archdiocesan Office of the Chancellor is primari-
ly responsible for matters related to the clergy of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, assuring their 
overall well-being, first assignments and clergy be-
tween assignments, continuing education and any ben-
efits provided to them by the Church.  To this end, the 

I am honored to have this occasion to share the work 
of the National Chancellery of our Church with the es-
teemed delegates to the 46th Clergy-Laity Congress of 
the Sacred Archdiocese of America on the occasion of 
the centennial of the Church.

First and foremost, I express my profound gratitude to 
our spiritual father, His Eminence Archbishop Elpido-
phoros, for his trust and unwavering confidence in put-
ting the πρωτοσυγκελλία of our national Church into 
my hands. I am proud to succeed my friend, Protopres-
byter Andreas Vithoulkas, and to follow in the footsteps 
of such exemplary Chancellors in the one-hundred year 
history of our Church in America. As I have pledged 
to our Archbishop, I will endeavor to discharge this 
weighty responsibility with integrity and honor. It is a 
legacy that I respect and will nurture to the best of my 
ability.

Because of the insightful decision by our Archbish-
op to appoint a local District Chancellor, the Office 
of the Archdiocese Chancellor now has the time and 
resources to concentrate on the national ministries of 
the Archdiocese – those that affect our faithful coast 
to coast. These national ministries bind together our 
entire Archdiocese and give the faithful a sense of 
shared purpose and vision. They give us a sense of 
renewal that is focused on the everyday experience 
of the parishioners.

The first of these ministries is the celebration of the 
historic centennial year of our Archdiocese. This narra-
tive belongs to every single parish in the United States, 
many of which are even older than the Archdiocese it-
self. The centennial celebration has a special place in 
the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress, but we are also 
working diligently to ensure that every parish will expe-
rience this centennial to a meaningful degree.

Chancellery
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Office works closely with the Archdiocesan Presbyters 
Council (APC) and other clergy initiatives.

The office maintains up-to-date files and databases for 
all clergy and parishes throughout the United States.  
Moreover, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Chancel-
lor’s Office is charged by the Holy Eparchial Synod with 
processing all applications for ordination as well as for 
incardination from other Orthodox ecclesial entities.  

The Chancellor’s Office also coordinates and admin-
isters the Taylor Scholarship which provides grants 
primarily to graduates of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology pursuing advanced degrees in 
theological studies and in pastoral training. In addition, 
this office administers and processes applications for 
the Trakatellis, Tembellis, Gioles, Malta and Paleologos 
Scholarships. 

Another function of the Archdiocesan Office of the 
Chancellery is the issuance of charters to new estab-
lished communities in the United States thus recogniz-
ing their full canonical status.

Additionally, the Chancellor’s Office, is responsible for 
overseeing the operations of the following two Vicari-
ates within our Archdiocese:

Vicariate for Palestinian/Jordanian Christian Orthodox 
Communities in the USA: This Vicariate was created in 
2008 to encompass the clergy and the 7 communities 
in the USA which had been under the Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem. Now, the vicariate has 10 parishes, 1 mis-
sion, and 1 academy served by 16 clergymen. They are 
directly under the omophorion of His Eminence Arch-
bishop Elpidophoros and the Chancellery acts on be-

half of his Eminence regarding matters of ordinations, 
registry and other ecclesial issues. 

Vicariate for the Orthodox Christian Communities of 
Slavic Tradition: The Slavic Orthodox Vicariate is a ca-
nonical structure within the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese which unites the parishes of the Slavic tradition 
represented in America. Currently, there are 4 commu-
nities and one monastery served by 10 clergymen. It 
was established by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople, which was announced 
by His Eminence, Archbishop Elpidophoros on March 
9, 2020.  

In closing, allow me to reiterate my gratitude to His Emi-
nence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America for entrust-
ing me with this great responsibility of serving as the 
National Chancellor of our Holy Archdiocese. As has 
been expressed, just as the work of the Church is ardu-
ous and great, so is the work of the Chancellery offering 
support and guidance to her various ministries. Let us 
therefore work together as one Archdiocesan family, 
under the leadership and wisdom of His Eminence, so 
that our Sacred and Holy Archdiocese may prosper into 
the next 100 years and beyond, spreading the message 
of the Gospel of Christ.

Prayerfully yours,

Archimandrite Nektarios Papazafiropoulos
Chancellor

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The Archdiocesan School of Byzantine Music (ASBM) is 
a national ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America. The mission of the school is to educate and 
develop competent cantors in the psaltic art. The vision 
of the school is to staff analogia (chanter stands) with 
trained and competent cantors, to enhance the worship 
experience in the local parish through the ecclesiastical 
music tradition of the Great Church of Christ, and to be a 
resource for the music ministry in the local parish.

The ASBM started in 2010, under former Archbishop 
Demetrios, Geron of America and by the initiative of Fr. 
Panteleimon Papadopoulos, the former Archdeacon.

In 2021, Archbishop Elpidophoros used that precious 
foundation and re-imagined the school. Together with 
Archon Georgios Theodoridis and through the gener-
ous financial assistance and support of Leadership 100, 
the ASBM celebrated a Grand Opening in August 2021 
and started classes in January 2022.

Since the ASBM is under the auspice of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, we ensure that our instructors meet the mu-
sical and depth in knowledge and experience expecta-
tions and standards of the Mother Church.

The ASBM has assembled a veritable who’s who of mas-
ter cantors who are internationally renowned and re-
spected by the most learned and traditional cantors of 
both Greece and Constantinople.

The decision of Archbishop Elpidophoros, in making 
the ASBM the official School of ecclesiastical music of 
Orthodox worship of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, 
enables a standardized program, coherence and har-
mony in what is accepted tradition and what is not, and 
it also provides the pathway directly into the Byzantine 
Music Certificate program of the nation’s Greek Ortho-
dox seminary, Holy Cross School of Theology.

Our inspiration originates from the literature of the litur-
gical scriptures and the classic compositions of the Byz-
antine and post-Byzantine era used in the worship of the 
Church and the faithful.

Our goal is the projection and dissemination of the Byz-
antine and post-Byzantine music tradition in the current 
Eastern Orthodox worship scene in America.

Our team consists of musicologists, linguists, masters 
and teachers of Byzantine music and cantors.

Our method of education utilizes both online platforms 
and in person learning, including theory and history of 
Byzantine music and practical application on the analo-
gion, while participating actively in the liturgical life of 
our Church.

Archdiocesan School 
of Byzantine Music

DIRECTOR
Georgios Theodoridis, Archon Music Instructor

www.asbm.goarch.org
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Center for Family Care

MISSION
The Center for Family Care nurtures and empowers 
stewards who, at the forefront of ministry within the 
home and parish family, navigate the joys and challeng-
es of life. Grounded in prayer and through multifaceted 
resources, trainings, and collaboration with the minis-
tries of the Archdiocese and Metropolises, we foster 
the building up of the Body of Christ.

In an effort to fulfill this mission, the Center for Family 
Care will:

• Nurture and promote collaboration with others to 
more fully serve the Body of Christ.

• Expand its exposure and presence, raising greater 
awareness of its ministry.

• Share and develop programs and resources that 
enhance family life.

• Equip others for ministry through training and 
education.

Commonly understood, family is generally constituted 
by parents and their children who are brought together 
by divine grace to form a household. It must also be af-
firmed that, as the Body of Christ, the Church definitive-
ly establishes a broader dimension of family—one es-
tablished through the baptism that unites its members. 
We are all one family and relatives in Christ! Sound 
family ministry is, in reality, a systematic ethos of how a 
parish approaches ministry. It is people-centered and 
not program-focused.

Ministering to families is, at times, difficult because it 
is a reflection of life’s pervasive challenges. These in-
herent difficulties are to be acknowledged and, in a 

DIRECTOR
Rev. Dr. Alexander Goussetis
www.family.goarch.org

sense, embraced as opportunities for healing and rec-
onciliation. The concerns and struggles of our families 
(emotional, physical, and spiritual) are, likewise, shared 
by the Church. Family ministry creates an infrastructure 
within the parish that facilitates its parishioners’ most 
critical needs—directly or through referral. It is not the 
goal of family ministry to create ‘perfect’ families; rath-
er, it is to promote church communities whose mem-
bers are welcomed with unconditional love, support, 
and fellowship for the purpose of their spiritual growth 
and salvation—to foster an environment where our peo-
ple look to the Church as the place of restoration.

DEPARTMENT HISTORY
In his keynote address at the 2002 Clergy-Laity Con-
gress in Los Angeles, His Eminence Archbishop Deme-
trios presented a bold initiative for the Greek Orthodox 
Church of America. He announced that the Church 
would begin an intense effort of focusing on the needs 
of families. Through generous financial grants from 
Leadership 100, the Center for Family Care has devel-
oped printed and online resources, conducted retreats 
and seminars, and worked to create an infrastructure 
for family ministry in the Archdiocese. In 2011, a Cler-
gy and Seminarian Couple Care ministry was launched 
and continues to steadily grow with increased partici-
pation and the development of new resources. Since 
its inception, this ministry has sought to create a vision 
and action plan for an intentional and self-sustaining 
network of love, support, and care for clergy and sem-
inarian couples of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. 
The objective is to offer tools and resources for healthy, 
holistic personal and relational well-being.
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MISSION
The mission of the Department of Archives & Resource 
Center is to systematically collect, organize, catalogue, 
and maintain the documents relating to the history of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and the 
Greek-American community. As a repository of select 
resources, the department’s goal is to preserve our 
indelible past, chronicle our present and to provide a 
valuable resource center for future generations interest-
ed in the unique history of our Holy Archdiocese, the 
vast richness of our Greek Orthodox faith and Hellenism 
in America.

The Department of Archives is one of the most import-
ant ministries of our Sacred Archdiocese. It is and has 
great potential of becoming a repository of select re-
sources that bear witness to the unique history of our 
Archdiocese and the vast richness of our Greek Ortho-
dox faith in America. The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America has amassed a unique and valuable col-
lection of materials relating to the history of the Greek 
people, their culture, and our Orthodox heritage in the 
United States and, critically, in North and South America 
from the establishment of the Archdiocese until 1996 
when both continents were under the jurisdiction of the 
Archdiocese. This material continues to be an important 
linchpin to the present-day life of the community. 

Since the establishment of the first Greek Orthodox 
churches, the evolution of the Greek American commu-
nity has become a primary concern of the Church and 
her leadership. Thus, through the work of this vital de-
partment, the preservation of historical documents of 
the Greek Orthodox Church and Hellenism in the Amer-
icas has become a priority. 

The first evidence of an official Department of Archives 
dates to the early 1960s and has since undertaken the 
task of systematically evaluating, organizing and classi-
fying voluminous files, dating as far back as 1905. These 
documents, which preceded the formal establishment 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, record the history, progress and growth of the 
Church and her institutions, the Greek American com-
munity, and numerous fraternal, social, cultural, and ed-
ucational organizations. 

At the beginning of the 1960s, the Department of Ar-
chives had to contend with location transfers and a set 
of organizational procedures which had yet to be imple-
mented. During this time, Ms. Nikie Calles was tasked 
with putting the archives of the Archdiocese in order. 
Over the course of the next few decades, a concerted 
effort was made to improve the record-keeping of the 
archives so as to preserve the history of the Archdio-
cese. It was under the directorship of Ms. Calles that the 
Department of Archives experienced its renaissance as 
she worked tirelessly to organize materials systematical-
ly. What had once been a series of disorganized boxes 

Archives room

Department of
Archives & Resource Center
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with loose papers not as-
cribed to any meaningful 
categories was transformed 
into a modern archive. 

The Department of Ar-
chives has undertaken a 
long-term project to dig-
itize documents, photo-
graphs, artwork, and ob-
jects that reflect the history 
of the Archdiocese and its members. The digital preser-
vation of the archives has been made possible through 
generous grants from the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, 
the Stephen and Catherine Pappas Foundation and the 
Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund.

Due to ever-evolving technologies and a renewed vi-
sion for the purpose of the archives, the Department 
has recently sought to once again take a major step 
forward in the systematic organization of materials, this 
time specifically focusing on photographic, audio, and 
video materials which had previously been treated as 
secondary when compared to documents. Moreover, 
the Department has sought to shed more light on the 
history of our Archdiocese by sharing certain photo-
graphic moments with the public via social media. This 
has generated great interest and has also attracted the 
attention of a younger demographic. 

Owing to the aforementioned grants, the years-long 
work to bring the archives to their present state, and 
to the successive vision of the former directors and the 
current director, the archives are able to fulfill their role 
as a repository for select resources and as a resource 
center for researchers, thereby sharing the wealth of 
our history as an Archdiocese and encouraging our sto-
ry to be told to generations far beyond our own. 

DIRECTOR
Menios Papadimitriou
goarch.org/departments/archives
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Orthodox Christian worship, with all its beauty and maj-
esty, has been described as “heaven on earth.” Entire 
peoples throughout history have converted to Christi-
anity upon experiencing its splendor: those elaborate 
ceremonies executed according to intricate rubrics, 
visually featuring processions, vestments, incense, and 
icons, and audibly adorned with exquisite ecclesiastical 
poetry and refined singing. This beautiful audible art is 
often heard at its best in a concert setting. But its native 
and intended venue is the sanctuary, and the divine ser-
vices of the worshiping Church.

The Orthodox Christian Church is the heir of a distinc-
tive tradition of worship that is formed and informed 
by a distinctive tradition of theology. The believers 
worship their God through sacred ceremonies and a 
superabundant wealth of ecclesiastical poetry, adoring 
Him by reciting and singing back to Him what He has 
revealed about Himself and what He has done for hu-
manity throughout the ages.

Millions of people worldwide who identify as Orthodox 
Christians find strength and comfort in the hope-giv-
ing message communicated to them in Church, and in 
no small measure from the religious poetry and music 
that characterize worship services. Church singing is a 
centuries-old tradition that is a kind of music therapy, 
because, at its best, it is an exquisite and refined art that 
is both moving and edifying. A wise man once wrote, 
"Beauty will save the world." Beauty, not duty. It is in-
cumbent that Church services not simply be done, but 
done beautifully.

In many churches, the tradition of rich and beautiful 
worship — so important in the spiritual life of the faith-
ful — is faltering. Conducting Church services is hard. It 
is complicated. It requires knowledge, skill, and talent. 
There has been a dearth of capable singers, willing 
students, and the resources to teach them. It has been 

challenging to obtain the required texts and musical 
scores, as well as the knowledge of rubrics, to perform 
the services correctly. As a result, there is a tendency 
to simplify Church services, or even simply to eliminate 
them. The authentic liturgical tradition could be in dan-
ger of being diminished or even lost.

In order to address this, and to ensure that the Church's 
beautiful and edifying liturgical tradition continues and 
thrives, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
has several departments and ministries that focus on 
various areas of liturgical arts. One of these is the De-
partment of Digital Liturgical Arts. The flagship program 
of this department is the Digital Chant Stand (DCS), 
which the Archdiocese acquired from AGES Initiatives 
in 2021, and which is currently the premier online re-
source for digital liturgical texts and music for parishes 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

Since many Church chanters in the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America are untrained volunteers, and 
their parishes are unaccustomed to hiring profession-
al music directors, there is little incentive to pursue the 
advanced training required to navigate the complex 
rubrics and perform the correct material. A solution to 
this is to have someone else do the more difficult task 

Department of
Digital Liturgical Arts
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of preparing the texts and music for the services ahead 
of time, and to publish them. This has been a practice in 
our Church for generations. And now the Archdiocese 
has adopted this solution officially by providing the 
DCS online, free for everyone to use.

There are clear advantages to using the DCS. Not ev-
eryone has or uses the Church's authentic or approved 
texts, when such exist. The DCS accesses a digital library 
that serves as a repository for the Church’s approved 
texts, both the original Greek and various translations. 
One can imagine a department of the Church that cer-
tifies and safeguards the authenticity of liturgical texts.

Specifically regarding translations, as they are continu-
ally improved and approved by the Church, the digital 
library is able to be updated immediately. Since there 
are no expensive publishing costs, DCS users will al-
ways have the latest version. This advantage extends 
beyond the chant stands to the worshipers in the pews 
who use the DCS apps provided by the Archdiocese on 
their phones and tablets.

The DCS enhances the reach of Church leaders with 
regard to the liturgical life of the parishes under their 
supervision. The Archdiocese can specify the approved 
translations and also normalize the content and order 

of services. The DCS also functions as a virtual chant in-
structor. Many of the hymns in a given service are linked 
to musical scores and audio recordings. A Church musi-
cian can easily learn and prepare for a service by using 
these resources.

Since 2021, the Department of Digital Liturgical Arts 
is staffed by Fr. Seraphim Dedes, who serves as Digi-
tal Liturgical Content Manager, Liturgical Translator and 
Typikaris. As such, Fr. Seraphim produces English trans-
lations of liturgical texts and metered hymnography, as 
well as musical scores. He also manages the contribu-
tions of various other translators, composers, and sing-
ers, whose works are available on the DCS, which he 
currenly maintains. 

Moving forward, the Department of Digital Liturgical 
Arts aspires to leverage the latest technologies that 
support its work, promote a culture of translation in the 
Archdiocese, and collaborate with other departments 
and ministries that focus on Church music and the pub-
lication of liturgical books.

MANAGER
Rev. Seraphim Dedes
dcs.goarch.org
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The Department of Greek Education provides com-
petent leadership and effective resources for the ele-
mentary, secondary, and afternoon school programs 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. The 
Department of Greek Education assists parishes in 
establishing and sustaining a Greek studies program 
that includes the teaching of the Modern Greek lan-
guage, Greek history, Greek culture, as well as the 
Greek Orthodox faith. This office works directly with 
principals and/or clergy to strengthen Greek Ortho-
dox identity, curriculum and assessment, accredita-
tion, personnel, and administrative/teacher profes-
sional development in their schools.

Department of
Greek Education

DIRECTOR
Dr. Anastasios Koularmanis

goarch.org/departments/greekeducation

OUR PHILOSOPHY
The Department is committed to 
the promotion, preservation and 
growth of all Greek Schools in the 
Archdiocese.  It strives for the devel-
opment of programs of educational 
excellence that preserve and pro-
mote Greek Orthodoxy, the Greek 
language and Hellenic culture.
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The Department of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Relations is tasked with cultivating profes-
sional relationships with faith-based organizations, 
academic institutions, and Non-Governmental Orga-
nizations. It coordinates the ecumenical and interfaith 
dialogues of the Archdiocese on a national level and 
is responsible for pan-Orthodox activities through the 
Office of the Chairman of the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the USA.

INTER-ORTHODOX
As the Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Arch-
bishop is the Chair of the Assembly of Canonical Ortho-
dox Bishops of the United States of America. As such, 
the Department supports the Chairmanship of the As-
sembly by planning the annual meeting, staffing the Or-
thodox-Catholic dialogues, liaising with the secretariat 
and other hierarchs. Furthermore, the Department gen-
erally handles all Archdiocesan interactions with other 
Orthodox Christian jurisdictions, in the United States of 
America and abroad.

ECUMENICAL
The Department is responsible for all the inter-Chris-
tian memberships and dialogues in the United States 
of America. It also maintains relationships with individ-
uals and other churches including the Oriental Ortho-
dox Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. Some 
of our partnerships include Christians for Middle East 
Peace, Creation Justice Ministries, the Joint Commit-
tee of Orthodox and Roman Catholic Bishops, the Or-
thodox-Catholic Theological Consultation, the United 
States Council of Catholic Bishops, the World Council of 
Churches, the National Council of Churches, and more.

DIRECTOR
Rev. Protopresbyter Nicolas Kazarian, PhD

goarch.org/departments/ecumenical

Department of 
Inter-Orthodox,  
Ecumenical & Interfaith Relations

INTER-ORTHODOX

The Department is responsible for all the inter-Christian memberships and dialogues
in the United States of America. It also maintains relationships with individuals and
other churches including the Oriental Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholic
Church. Some of our partnerships include Christians for Middle East Peace, Creation
Justice Ministries, Joint Committee of Orthodox and Roman Catholic Bishops,
Orthodox-Catholic Theological Consultation, United States Council of Catholic
Bishops, World Council of Churches, National Council of Churches, and more.

The Department interfaces with an infinite number of other religions
and faith groups. The primary platforms of engagement, aside from
bilateral relationships, are through institutional partnerships. Some of
our partnerships include American Jewish Committee, Appeal of
Conscience Foundation, Commission of Religious Leaders of NYC,
KAICCID Dialogue Center, Religions for Peace USA, among many others.

INTERFAITH

As the exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Archbishop
is the Chair of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
of the United States of America. As such, the Department
supports the Chairmanship of the Assembly by planning the
annual meeting, staffing the Orthodox-Catholic dialogues,
liaising with the secretariat and other hierarchs.
Furthermore, the Department handles all Archdiocesan
interactions with the other Orthodox Christian jurisdictions,
generally, including in the United States of America and
abroad.

ECUMENICAL

CHURCH & SOCIETY

The primary outlet for Department’s social engagement is through its work
at the United Nations. Both the UN, but also externally, the Department
works from a human rights perspective on human trafficking, water and
sanitation, public health, racism, creation care (the environment), gender
equality, children and youth, Middle East peace, the refugee crisis, and much
more.

INTERFAITH
The Department interfaces with an infinite number of 
other religions and faith groups. The primary platforms 
of engagement, aside from bilateral relationships, are 
through institutional partnerships. Some of our part-
nerships include the American Jewish Committee, the 
Appeal of Conscience Foundation, the Commission of 
Religious Leaders of NYC, the KAICCID Dialogue Cen-
ter, Religions for Peace USA, among many others.

CHURCH & SOCIETY
The primary outlet for the Department's social engage-
ment is through its work at the United Nations. Both at 
the UN, but also externally, the Department works from 
a human rights perspective on human trafficking, water 
and sanitation, public health, racism, creation care (the 
environment), gender equality, children and youth, Mid-
dle East peace, the refugee crisis, and much more.
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MISSION AND PURPOSE
The Department's mission is to follow the commandment of 
our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "Go into all the world and pro-
claim the good news to the whole creation" (Mark 16:15) by 
using technology to spread the message of the Gospel and 
our Orthodox Christian faith. Internet Ministries is responsible 
for the outward facing technology ministry of the Archdiocese 
to the faithful worldwide. Many of the Department's products 
have been funded through the generous support of Leader-
ship 100. 
 
FEATURED PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
Archdiocese Website: The award-winning Archdiocese web-
site www.goarch.org, with over 160,000 users and 600,000 
pageviews each month, offers its visitors a vast selection of 
inspirational and educational material on the Orthodox Chris-
tian faith and life. 
 
Online Chapel and Daily Readings Mobile Apps: Since 2002, 
the Online Chapel engine has powered Goarch.org, the Daily 
Readings Mobile Apps, Archdiocesan print publications, hun-
dreds of parish and organization websites, and daily emails. 
 
Website Hosting, Digital Marketing Tools, and Consulting Ser-
vices to Parishes: Internet Ministries provides many services 
directly to parishes, including website hosting, email market-
ing, technical support, consulting, and training. Over 70% of 
our parishes use one or more of our products and services. 
 
Bulletin Builder:  Over 180 parishes publish their bulletin 
weekly with Bulletin Builder, which has revolutionized how 
parishes work since 2004. 
 
Iconograms: A free e-card service with over 500,000 Icono-
grams sent since 2001.
 
Orthodox Jobs: The premier online location for opportunities 
in lay ministry, OrthodoxJobs.com was founded in 2005 and 
has posted over 1,000 job listings. 

Technology Safety Research & Training: Internet Ministries has 
developed many partnerships in religious, private, and gov-
ernment sectors to improve technology safety for the greater 
population. Staff travel nationally to conduct presentations on 
a variety of topics related to the healthy and safe use of tech-
nology for individuals, families, and the Church-at-large. 

BRIEF HISTORY  
The Department of Internet Ministries has been in operation 
for over 25% of the life of the Archdiocese! In 1994, while a 
student at Hellenic College Holy Cross, Mr. Theo Nicolakis 
planted the seeds for Internet Ministries. Originally named Or-
thodox Ministry Access (OMACCESS). Its focus was to assist 
camps and youth ministry programs  to share resources using 
the World Wide Web and other internet based technologies.  

This ministry soon grew to be a Department of the Archdio-
cese and has continued to innovate and affect change as it 
had from its beginnings. Internet Ministries is located on the 
campus of Hellenic College Holy Cross. 

The staff of Internet Ministries has worked behind the scenes 
on many monumental events in the life of the Church, includ-
ing the biennial Clergy-Laity Congresses; several Patriarchal 
visits to the USA; the Apostolic Pilgrimage of 2014 to Jerusa-
lem; and the Holy and Great Council of 2016 in Crete.  

God willing, Internet Ministries will continue to faithfully serve 
the Archdiocese as she embarks on a new century of witness 
and service in America and across the globe!

Department of
Internet Ministries

DIRECTOR
Jamil Samara

www.internet.goarch.org
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Ionian Village is the only international summer camp 
ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.   Located 
on the shores of the Ionian Sea in the western Pelopon-
nese in Greece, Ionian Village is an experience that al-
lows young people of the Archdiocese to travel across 
Greece, venerate the relics of saints, visit significant sites 
of Greek history and culture and form life-long friend-
ships.
 
Founded by Archbishop Iakovos as a means to foster 
closer cultural and religious ties to Greece for the chil-
dren and grandchildren of 20th  century immigrants, 
over 20,000 young people from across the United 
States have participated in the summer camp ministry. 

The original land grant of 2,840 acres (11.5 square ki-
lometers) of pine forest and beachfront on the north-
west coast of the Peloponnese was secured by the then-
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North & South America 
in 1966 as a gift from the government of Greece, with 
supportive sponsorship from Greek shipping magnate 
Aristotle Onassis.  
 
The campground is nestled between the Ionian Sea 
and pine forests and is designed to look and feel like 
a traditional Greek village. Ionian Village participants 
become part of a village community as they dwell in 
white-washed cabins, worship daily in a Byzantine chap-
el, swim in a renovated Olympic pool, play sports on 

Ionian Village
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athletic fields and courts, dine in an outdoor trapezaria 
(cafeteria) and perform in an outdoor amphitheater.   
Campers participate in a myriad of activities including 
Orthodox Church life led by priests of the Archdiocese, 
Arts and Crafts, Music and Greek Culture, and Athletics. 
Campers return to their homes with strengthened faith 
and with a greater appreciation for the Church and their 
Greek heritage.
 
The success of Ionian Village over the past fifty years can 
be measured today by the involvement of former camp-
ers and staff members in all aspects of the Archdiocese 
of America.  IV alumni can be found serving and working 
for our Church as clergy teaching Sunday School, direct-
ing choirs, serving as Youth Directors, and at all levels 
of parish, Metropolis and Archdiocese committees and 
councils.  Among the members of Leadership 100 and 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate are many Ioni-
an Village alumni who have taken the lessons learned 
by walking their faith at IV into their lives of service and 
stewardship in the Church.   Many campers and staff 
members are now the second generation in their fam-
ilies to participate and share in the Ionian Village expe-
rience.  Alumni continue to be engaged through social 
media and outreach throughout the year. 

DIRECTOR
Marina Floratos

www.ionianvillage.org
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Archbishop Michael attends a seminar for Sunday School 
teachers at St. Basil Academy circa July 1955.

MISSION 
Since its inception, the mission of the Department of Religious 
Education (the DRE) has been clear, given that the Word of 
God set it out: to support Greek Orthodox Christians across 
America to "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18). It is about more than reli-
gious education. It is about spiritual advancement to connect 
with God and the Church.

ABOUT
The Department of Religious Education has become the umbrel-
la department of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 
Its broad mandate is to serve the local Parish level, the Metrop-
olis and District level, and the National level of the Archdiocese, 
which in turn supports the global Greek Orthodox community.

The DRE currently has four ministries within the Department 
— Religious Education, the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical 
Festival, the official online store of the Archdiocese: Orthodox 
Marketplace, and its publishing arm. Through these multi-min-
istries, the DRE prayerfully works to provide resources, pro-
grams, services, training, and publications to advance religious 
education and spiritual connection — for all ages and walks of 

life. The Department has excelled in its use of digital media 
and creative design to effectively reach Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians around the world and keep pace with the ever-changing 
advancements of the digital age.

Religious Education
The DRE has placed emphasis on adult religious education. The 
Department recognizes that in our fast-paced world, some Greek 
Orthodox Christians may have yet to have the opportunity to deep-
en their knowledge and understanding of the faith beyond Sunday 
school. They might be returning to the Church, are new members, 
or are religious educators. The DRE launched several online, virtual, 
and in-person initiatives to address this significant need. 

The kickoff resource was the written and visual Sunday Ser-
mons Series available online, which spun off into the Holy 
Week Sermon Series, and then the Nativity Sermon Series.  
 
From there, the DRE launched a virtual interactive Speaker Se-
ries and then a hybrid spin-off of pre-recorded videos. Anyone 
can watch with just the click of a button anytime, anywhere.  
 
The newest growing initiative is the in-person guided Spiritu-
al Talks across America that can be done virtually if needed. 
They range from teaching clergy and religious educators how 
to teach spiritual topics to guided prayer and meditation talks 
for youth, parents, and the faithful.   

The National level Oratorical Festival participants in 2022, hosted 
by the Metropolis of Denver.

Department of
Religious Education
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These renowned resources, programs, 
and training have been instrumental 
in helping spiritually connect Greek 
Orthodox Christians to God and His 
Church and to live a more Christlike life.

The Oratorical Festival
The St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Fes-
tival is a nationwide ministry of the DRE 
that centers around faith, education, 
and fellowship. Orthodox youth partic-
ipants from the Senior and Junior Divisions present speeches 
discussing the Greek Orthodox faith and the Church. Participants 
explore and deepen their faith and hone their speech writing and 
public speaking skills. Participants start at the Parish level, then 
advance to the District or Metropolis level, and then, two finalists 
representing each Metropolis of the Archdiocese advance to the 
National Finals. National finalists earn sizeable cash awards, and 
finalists at all three levels earn scholarships. Each year, a different 
Metropolis or District under the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
hosts the National Oratorical Festival.
 
The Oratorical Festival also has an Elementary Division for chil-
dren, which is non-competitive and exclusively for the local Parish 
level. Participants explore their thoughts and feelings about their 
faith and the Greek Orthodox Church while gaining experience 
in public speaking. The Elementary Division introduces children 
to the Oratorical Festival with the hope that as they get older, they 
will continue on to the Junior and then Senior Divisions. 

Orthodox Marketplace
OrthodoxMarketplace.com is the official online store for the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America and is managed by the DRE. It 
carries all materials created by the ministries and departments of 
the Archdiocese. Orthodox Marketplace also offers a selection of 
books, icons, religious tools, gifts, and materials from other pub-
lishers and suppliers to support the Greek Orthodox faithful, 
parishes, and dioceses across the nation and internationally.

Publishing Arm
The DRE has its own publishing arm currently through Orthodox 
Marketplace. The Department has been publishing for decades. 
It also offers publications from ministries across the Archdiocese.

HISTORY
The Department of Religious Education was founded in 1932 
under the leadership of Archbishop Athenagoras of North and 

South America, who later became the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople. The DRE is one of the first departments estab-
lished by the Archdiocese. Over the past 91 years, the Depart-
ment has had eight Directors. In 1973, the DRE moved its offices 
from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America in New York 
City to the Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology (HCHC) campus in Brookline, Massachusetts. Today, 
the DRE has offices at HCHC and the Archdiocese and remote 
staff across North America. 
 
In 1983, under the leadership of Archbishop Iakovos of North and 
South America, the first annual St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festi-
val was established as an additional ministry within the DRE. 
 
In 2014, the DRE began combining the Department's catalog 
sales operations with OrthodoxMarketplace.com, which used 
to be managed by the Department of Internet Ministries. In 
2016, the DRE launched the official online store of the Archdi-
ocese, Orthodox Marketplace, and in 2021 relaunched a more 
functional webstore. 
 
In 2022, under the leadership of Archbishop Elpidophoros of 
America, the Holy Eparchial Synod unanimously decided that all 
liturgical publications would be produced exclusively through 
the DRE and in collaboration with the Archdiocese Department 
of Digital Liturgical Arts. Several liturgical books are in the works, 
and the DRE is formalizing its publishing arm for the Archdiocese.  
 
While the Department of Religious Education's past 91 years 
are definitely something to talk about, just wait and see what it 
has in store for you.

Spiritual Talks training 
retreat for religious 
educators in 2022, 
hosted by the 
Metropolis of New 
Jersey.

DIRECTOR
His Grace Bishop Athenagoras of Nazianzos, PhD

religioused.goarch.org
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MISSION
The Department of Registry is the dogmatic and canon-
ical perspective of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America.  Its mission is to maintain dogmatic and ca-
nonical uniformity in the Church by registering, hous-
ing, and issuing all vital statistics pertaining to baptisms, 
marriages, ecclesiastical divorces, and deaths relating  
to Orthodox faithful.  The Department not only concerns 
itself with deepening the sacramental records of Ortho-
dox Christians but also guides our faithful in matters of 
Canon Law and Church Dogma, thereby presenting to 
them the canonical, dogmatic and patristic traditions 
and teaching of the Church.  

The Department of Registry also registers, houses and 
maintains the Chrismation records of individuals that 
have been received in the Truth of Orthodox Christianity 
from other Christian denominations and religions. 

RESPONSIBILITIES
The Department of Registry of the Archdiocese main-
tains a variety of records pertaining to the life and activ-
ities of the faithful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America. These records are often used to issue tran-
scripts for the faithful who have lost original certificates 
(which are now required for legal or ecclesiastical pur-
poses). The Department also issues ecclesiastical licens-
es to marry, divorce decrees (following a Spiritual Court 
hearing), baptismal and chrismation certificates (for use 
by the priests), and forms for reporting deaths and fu-
nerals. Below is an overview of how some of these re-
sponsibilities are handled:

Department of Registry

Parish Level
All records of baptisms, chrismations, weddings, divorc-
es and funerals are maintained in the Parish Registry 
Books. The local parish priest detailing the information 
recorded in his parish’s Registry Books issues transcripts 
upon receiving a request from the individual involved. 
The priest who prepares them signs these transcripts. 
His hierarch then validates the authenticity of the priest’s 
signature. These transcripts can be used as needed and 
serve the same function as those original certificates 
issued at the time of the Sacrament. In the case of a 
Church Divorce Decree, however, duplicate copies are 
not issued. The original, as issued, must be submitted 
when applying for an ecclesiastical marriage license.

Metropolis Level
As of September 1, 1979, each Metropolis established 
a Registry Department, which processes marriage li-
cense requests, issues ecclesiastical licenses to marry, 
and maintains copies of the records for baptisms, chris-
mations, marriages, and funerals, as the parish priests 
following the Sacraments submit them. The Metropolis 
Registry Departments also maintain the petitions for di-
vorces, the minutes of the Spiritual Court hearings that 
pertain to divorce petitions and copies of the divorce 
decrees issued. The Metropolis Registry Departments 
also issue to the priests certificates signed by the Met-
ropolitan for baptisms and chrismations. (Prior to Sep-
tember 1, 1979, the Archdiocesan Department of Regis-
try did all of this for all the parishes of the Archdiocese. 
Since then, this is only done for the parishes within the 
Direct Archdiocesan District.)
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Archdiocese Level
The Archdiocese Department of Registry maintains the 
records of weddings and divorces from 1923 until Au-
gust 31, 1979, that took place throughout the Archdio-
cese. Since September 1, 1979, only those records that 
pertain to the parishes of the Direct Archdiocesan Dis-
trict are kept at the Archdiocese Registry Department. 
Records of baptisms, chrismations and funerals as the 
parish priests submitted them are also archived at the 
Archdiocese.

The Archdiocese also coordinates the tabulation of the 
statistics from throughout the Archdiocese. 

Accurate documentation and the ability to provide such 
documentation will become even more critical in the 
years ahead. To this, the Department has implemented 
the following changes since October 2021 – marriage 
affidavits, marriage licenses, death reports, and baptis-
mal and chrismation certificates can be submitted and 

received digitally via fillable forms.  Each license and 
certificate is given a unique certificate number to pre-
vent indexing issues as well as the setting convention for 
document retrieval. The issued and received documents 
will be stored immediately and electronically with an in-
dex system via a procedure with order of a “database.” 
Hence, while a database is sought and developed, a sys-
tem to store, track and file records is already established.  

The Department of Registry is committed to utilizing the 
resources at its disposal to ensure, as much as possible, 
that the faithful of the Holy Archdiocese of America have 
access to the information and documentation that they 
require.

DIRECTOR
Rev. Hieromonk Sophronios Vomend

goarch.org/departments/registry
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MISSION
Our mission is to provide parish leadership with prac-
tical tools and training to engage active and inactive 
members, inquirers and those personally unaware of Or-
thodox Christianity in order that they learn more about 
the faith and ministries of the Greek Orthodox Church, 
leading them to become fully committed members of 
the Body of Christ, actively participating in and support-
ing the ministries of the local parish, the Metropolis and 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Efforts are 
made to coordinate programs and initiatives with other 
Departments and Organizations of the Archdiocese.

HISTORICAL
In 2003, fulfilling mandates of the Philadelphia (2000) 
and Los Angeles (2002) Clergy-Laity Congresses calling 
for a Department of Home Missions, Archbishop Deme-
trios announced the appointment of Fr. Jim Kordaris as 
Director of the new Archdiocesan Department of Par-
ish Renewal, Outreach and Evangelism. In the planning 
stages for four years, the Department was established 
in 2002 with the appointment of a Board, co-chaired by 
Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos and Mr. Louis Nicozisis. In 
2009, Stewardship Ministry was added to the scope of 
the Department, which was renamed the Department 
of Stewardship, Outreach and Evangelism, with Fr. Jim 
continuing as Director. 

DEPARTMENT STRATEGY
• Focus on the local parish.
• Provide Practical training and resources to parish 

leaders: Clergy / Parish Council / Ministry Leaders.
• Connect parish leadership across parishes for shar-

ing of best practices.
• Document Best Practices for Implementation in 

Other Parishes.

• Communicate:
−Email listservs: Outreach (955 subscribers), 

Stewardship (945 subscribers).
−Orthodox Observer.
−Social Media: ~1087 Facebook Followers.

• Distribute print resources for the parishes through 
OrthodoxMarketplace.com (Dept. of Religious 
Education)

• Distribute digital resources for the parishes 
through email, website, Orthodox Observer and 
social media. 

PROGRAMS
• Monthly ministry videoconferences at the Metrop-

olis Level.
• Currently in Pittsburgh, Chicago, San Francisco, 

New Jersey and Direct Archdiocesan District.
• Webinars (Metropolis and Archdiocese-wide) fea-

turing practical parish ministry ideas.
• Outreach & Leadership Conferences: Columbus 

OH in February 2020, Portland OR in October 2016.
• Home Mission Parish Program assisting new and 

turnaround parishes in need of a full-time priest.
• Parish Leadership Video Series at HCHC.
• Small Parish Stewardship Survival Program.
• Workshops and seminars based on new publica-

tion, Go and Do Likewise: 101 Tried and Tested 
Orthodox Church Outreach Practices You Can Im-
plement in Your Parish (book preparing for print).

• Plan for Parish Excellence/Effective Parish Assess-
ment Program, working with Orthodox Ministry 
Services (OMS) to help parishes assess their health 
and effectiveness, and receive professional analysis 
to address their biggest challenges.

• Clearinghouse of Liturgical Items – providing need-
ed items to parishes in need from parishes that 
have.

Department of Stewardship, 
Outreach & Evangelism
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KEY RESOURCES FOR PARISHES
• Digital resources for parish ministry and communi-

cations.
• Annual Parish Stewardship Resources (stewardship.

goarch.org).
• Planned Giving/End of Life Resources .
• Parish Endowment Planning and Creation to en-

courage and accept larger gifts.
• New Book Go and Do Likewise: 101 Tried and 

Tested Orthodox Church Outreach Practices You 
Can Implement in Your Parish (Book available on 
orthodoxmarketplace.com), funded by a generous 
grant from L100.

• Print resources distributed through Orthodox Mar-
ketplace (orthodoxmarketplace.com).

• Parish Festival Outreach Resources.

COOPERATIVE EFFORTS
• Archdiocesan Presbyter’s Council – Fr. Jim consults 

regularly with leadership for feedback and guid-
ance.

• Fr. Alexander Goussetis – Director of the Center 
for Family Care – joint sponsorship of Webinars on 
Bringing Families back to Church (L100).

• Fr. Luke Veronis (Missions Institute at HCHC) - 
cooperate on Programs and Initiatives.

• Fr. Theodore Dorrance (Parish Health & Church 
Growth Denver Metropolis) - cooperate on Pro-
grams and Initiatives.

• Lake Institute on Faith & Giving, a part of the 
Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthro-
py at IUPUI – Melissa Spas Managing Director of 
Education and Engagement and Meredith McNabb 
Associate Director for Educational Programming. 
Fr. Jim has assisted in classes offered to Orthodox 
parish leaders in the Executive Certificate in Reli-
gious Fundraising Program. Both Melissa and Mere-
dith have also offered webinars in our Metropolis 
webinar series.

• Direct Archdiocesan District Parish Council Can-
didate Seminars – as a former Parish Council 
President, Parish Stewardship Chair, Treasurer and 
more, Fr. Jim is dedicated to providing training and 
resources to Parish Councils. Fr. Jim offers Parish 
Council candidates seminars in the Direct Archdi-
ocesan District and provides resources to those 
who do so in the Metropolises. 

DIRECTOR
Fr. James Kordaris

goarch.org/departments/soe
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The Department of Youth Safety is one of the newest 
Departments of the Archdiocese, created in late 2018 to 
safeguard the children and youth of the Archdiocese, its 
parishes, ministries and families.

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is deeply 
committed to the protection of its children and youth. 
Those who work with our young people are account-
able to God and the community to ensure their safety, 
well-being, and spiritual formation. As a Church, we 
must provide a safe and secure environment where 
young people can grow and mature in the faith. 

In 2009, under the leadership of Rev. Fr. Mark A. Leon-
dis, who was then Archdiocesan Director of the Depart-
ment of Youth and Young Adult Ministries, the “Youth 
Protection Manual” (YPM) was created to help clergy 
and laity charged with the task of selecting, training, 
and supervising those who work with young people 
at Archdiocese camps and retreats. As directed by the 
Holy Eparchial Synod, all Metropolis and Parish camps 
and retreats are mandated to utilize the YPM within their 
program. The YPM serves not only to keep our children 
and youth safe, but also to protect the adults who serve 
them. 

The Archdiocese realizes that healthy relationships 
among people are at the foundation of Christian minis-
try, and as such, are central to the life of the Church. De-
fining healthy and safe relationships through our Youth 
Protection Manual is not meant, in any way, to under-
mine the strength and importance of personal interac-
tion in our ministries. Rather, it is to assist in more clearly 

defining behaviors and practices that allow the Church 
to more fully demonstrate its love and compassion for 
children and youth in sincere and genuine relationships.

In 2018, the Archdiocese Department of Youth & Young 
Adult Ministries (Y2AM), under the direction of then Na-
tional Director, Steven Christoforou released the “Poli-
cies for the Safety of Children and Youth” (Policies). The 
Policies mandate that we register, screen and train to 
guide youth work of all sorts, and at all levels, across 
the entire Archdiocese (which includes each Metropolis 
and Parish, and their respective institutions, ministries, 
entities, organizations, programs and events).  The Poli-
cies also include regulations that all Youth Workers and 
Youth Ministry programs and events must follow and 
“Best Practices” to guide a safe course for all ministry.

In addition to offering resources to comply with the Poli-
cies, the Department will be offering more resources for 
our Youth Workers such as suicide prevention, mental 
health, travel safety, etc.

Very special thanks to the Archbishop Iakovos Lead-
ership 100 Endowment for providing the grants which 
have allowed for the establishment of the Youth Safety 
work.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Rhea Ballas

goarch.org/safety

Department of Youth Safety

POSSIBLE COLOR VARIATIONS:
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address the five challenges young people face today, 
and implement the five practices of effective Christian 
ministry. Over one thousand people have registered for 
this online course.

In September 2021, we launched the "Effective Chris-
tian Ministry Cohort," a nine-month learning community 
that pairs parish teams with a trained coach to help them 
apply the practices and principles of Effective Christian 
Ministry in their parish context. 

MISSION 
Y2AM equips young people to en-
counter Christ, embody His Church, 
and engage the world in His name.

BACKGROUND
Founded in 2013, Y2AM has endeav-
ored to cast a compelling vision for 
Christ-centered, Kingdom-oriented 
ministry. Our first major project, "Be 
the Bee," offered weekly videos designed to help young 
people see God at work in their everyday lives. It was 
the first of a series of cutting-edge multimedia projects: 
"Pop Culture Coffee Hour," "Live the Word," "We Are Or-
thodoxy," "Wandering the Desert," and more.

We have also hosted hundreds of conferences, events, 
and retreats for communities across the United States, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, and Australia. Chief 
among these events are BeeTreats, full-day retreats for 
youth, young adults, parents, clergy, and more: we have 
successfully hosted fifty such BeeTreats that have served 
over five thousand people across the United States.

Finally, we have created "Effective Christian Ministry," a 
unique training course designed to help ministry work-
ers identify the five needs in the lives of young people, 

Department of Youth  
& Young Adult Ministries

Y2AM 

DIRECTOR
Eva Konstantakos

www.y2am.org
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The hallmark of Leadership 100, since its founding in 
1984 under the inspired leadership of Archbishop Iako-
vos, and at the historic celebration of the Centennial of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, has been 
to define leadership as excellence and commitment to 

Archbishop Elpidophoros of America presents Centennial Honors 
to former Archbishops Spyridon (left) and Demetrios (right) all 
of whom have carried on the leadership of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and the vision of Archbishop Iakovos in 
guiding Leadership 100.

Archbishop Iakovos, center, presides at one of the earliest meetings of the Board 
of Trustees, with Founding Members and Co-Chairmen Andrew A. Athens (left) 
and George K. Chimples (right).

Founding Member and Chairman George P. 
Kokalis with Archbishop Iakovos.

Orthodox faith and Hellenic heritage. This is exempli-
fied by its outstanding Founders, Officers and Members 
advancing Orthodoxy and Hellenism in America for al-
most four decades.

Leadership 100’s Founding Members have all fallen 
asleep in the Lord, but their memory has left an indel-
ible mark. Their vision and zeal as well as their dedica-
tion to service and determination to pass the torch of 
leadership to the next generation distinguished them 
from ordinary leaders. Arthur C. Anton, Andrew A. Ath-
ens, Thomas A. Athens, George K. Chimples, Peter M. 
Dion, George P. Kokalis and Michael Jaharis were all ex-
traordinary Churchmen and philanthropists.

As new generations arise, Leadership 100 is passing on 
its legacy of leadership as excellence, engaging Greek 
Orthodox leaders from throughout the United States 
and abroad to join a unique network of dedication and 
mutual respect that has an enormous impact on our 
Church, our Community, and our Country. 

From its initial 100 members at its historic beginning, 
Leadership 100 now counts 1,225 members, 210 of 

Archbishop Iakovos  
Leadership 100 Fund
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(L to R) Back Row, Chairmen Emeriti Charles H. Cotros, George 
D. Behrakis, George S. Tsandikos and Constantine G. Caras, and 
Founding Member Peter M. Dion. Front Row, Chairman Emeritus 
Stephen G. Yeonas, Founding Member Arthur C. Anton and 
Chairman Emeritus John A. Payiavlas.

Outgoing Chairman Argyris Vassiliou (right) passes Torch of 
Leadership to current Chairman Demetrios G. Logothetis (left) 
with the blessings of Archbishop Elpidophoros of America.

(L to R) Founding Members Michael Jaharis, Andrew A. Athens, 
George K. Chimples, Arthur C. Anton and Peter M. Dion, with 
Metropolitan Iakovos.

which are young professionals who have accepted the 
challenge of past generations and committed to the fu-
ture of Leadership 100. 

Significantly, total grants since the inception of Leader-
ship 100 exceeded $70 million in 2022, despite the dis-
ruption of the pandemic and economic dislocation. This 
was due to the expertise of both the Investment Com-
mittee and Grant Committee, along with the continued 
generosity of Leadership 100 members.

Today, under the spiritual guidance of His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros, Leadership 100 has moved 
in new directions, assisting with the innovation of many 
programs under the National Ministries, along with vi-
sionary projects.

Leadership 100 continues to lead the way in demonstrat-
ing care and support for the Greek Orthodox Church in 
America, for its faithful and for all humanity through phil-
anthropic service at home and around the world. 

This story of Leadership 100 – its successes in member-
ship, contributions and grants, its support of our Church, 
and its influence in our Community - is not complete 
without the untold story of how Greek Orthodox Ameri-
can men and women from all walks of life have come to-
gether to renew their faith and their commitment to the 
Church in America to ensure that the legacy of their an-
cestors is passed on to their children and their children’s 
children. This has provided a unique place in America 
for the perpetuation of their faith and their heritage and 
the true and tried values that will strengthen our youth 
and our families, uplift the downtrodden and give hope 
to all in future decades.
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The reflections that follow were prompted by APC Presi-
dent, Father Steven Tsichlis (2006-2010), who asked me 
to share with you some thoughts on the beginnings of 
the Presbyters Council.

As noted in the annual Yearbooks of our Archdiocese, 
the Council of Presbyters was established at the 20th 
Clergy-Laity Congress, which was held in New York 
City in 1970. The Council was conceived as a vehicle 
by which the clergy of the Archdiocese would receive 
counsel from and offer counsel to the Archbishop con-
cerning various priestly issues.

Prior to the creation of the Council of Presbyters, the con-
cerns of the clergy of the Archdiocese were voiced only 
at local clergy brotherhood meetings - the several 'Arch-
diocesan District Syndesmoi.' However, there was little 
interaction between the Syndesmoi. They were as isolat-
ed from one another then as they are now. As a result, 
many matters of common concern, interest, and import 
to the clergy went unnoticed and unheeded. The views 
of the presbyterate (the body of presbyters) regarding 
the life and mission of the Church were seldom solicited 
and their collective voice was hardly ever heard.

It is true that a number of priests served on various Arch-
diocesan councils, committees, and commissions and 

that several of them were responsible for valuable initia-
tives and notable achievements, but the role of the pres-
byterate as a whole was limited and, in many respects, 
ineffectual. Even the Clergy-Laity Congresses offered 
few opportunities for the clergy to address their special 
needs or to allow for their collective wisdom, formed by 
long pastoral experience, to bear on and influence the 
vital ecclesial issues of the day. At times, it appeared, 
perhaps wrongly, that the essential affairs of the Church 
were managed by only two bodies, the hierarchy and 
the laity. It seemed as if the presbyterate did not really 
matter, even though the new Uniform Parish Regulations 

adopted in 1964 at the 17th Clergy-Laity Congress in 
Denver restored to the priests their rightful canonical 
role as head or leader of the local parish - the essential 
eucharistic cell, where the saving work of the Church is 
actively pursued and enacted.

As I recall now, more than forty years after its founding, 
four things especially helped to shape the idea and 
the need for a Council of Presbyters. The first was the 
aforementioned 1964 Uniform Parish Regulations that 
registered clearly the change in the primary identity of 
the parish as an ecclesial entity, with all that this implied 
concerning the roles and the relationships of the four 
constitutive orders of the Church: bishop, presbyter, 

Written by Fr. Alkiviadis C. Calivas,
Professor Emeritus of Liturgics at Holy Cross School of Theology

Archdiocesan Presbyters Council
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deacon, and laity. The second and perhaps the most 
important contributing factor was the revived interest 
in Orthodox ecclesiology as a result of the Church's in-
volvement in ecumenical activities. In fact, the deepen-
ing awareness of our ecclesiology led to the revision of 
the Uniform Parish Regulations.

The Church, as it was now emphasized, is an organic uni-
ty of communion and relational in her identity, mission, 
and structure. Therefore, in every level and aspect of her 
life she is both hierarchical and conciliar or synodal. The 
Church is composed of many members. They are knit-
ted together in love to form one body, in order to carry 
out their common activity, which is the edification of the 
Body, through their different but interrelated functions, 
varied duties, and distinct responsibilities. A synodal 
and hierarchical Church honors and preserves unity and 
diversity, recognizes and esteems the ministry of lead-
ership, and values and cultivates mutual love, respect, 
and accountability. As the sacred mysteries are celebrat-
ed by all the orders, so also the administrative functions 
and the mission of the Church are fulfilled by all the or-
ders together, but each according to its proper role and 
place. All gifts and ministries are ordered to one another 
in a network of relationships and communion (Acts 6: 
1-6; 15: 1-33).

Also contributing to the creation of the Presbyters 
Council were the developments in the Roman Catholic 
Church in the early 1960s. Through its directives, the 
Second Vatican Council had encouraged bishops to es-
tablish consultative and advisory bodies with the clergy, 
laity, and religious orders. Thus, Priests' Senates began 
to emerge in many of the dioceses in America and else-
where. If such changes were occurring within the rigid 
structures of the Roman Church, how much more so did 
our own ecclesiology not only allow but called for the 
establishment of a Presbyters Council based on the fact 
that in the ancient church the bishop and the presbyters 

of the local Church together constituted the presbyteri-
um (the gathering or college of all clergymen in active 
service), a fact that has long been overlooked and even 
forgotten. The presbyterium constituted the essential 
organic conciliar unity out of which all other synodical 
expressions emerged. Of course, while the bishop and 
the presbyters share much in common, they are neither 
equals nor interchangeable. The role of the bishop is 
unique inasmuch as he constitutes the center of unity of 
the local church and is its chief shepherd. But the bishop 
does not exist of himself apart from the presbyterium 
and the local church. He is always related to and con-
ditioned by the local Church and the presbyterium and 
vice-versa.

Finally, Archbishop Iakovos through his embrace of the 
clergy from the time of his enthronement in 1959 and 
by his bold actions and challenging initiatives created 
an environment in which the idea for the Council could 
take root. Archbishop Iakovos knew personally many of 
the priests of the Archdiocese from his long association 
with the Church of America. He sought their opinions 
and cooperation in his efforts to bring about change, 
and he encouraged and enlisted their talents and exper-
tise to formulate and enact new initiatives and programs 
for the Archdiocese. Proof of his desire to empower the 
presbyterate was his unequivocal support in the months 
leading to the 20th Clergy-Laity Congress of the pro-
posal to create a representative advisory body of pres-
byters to receive and to offer counsel.

The idea for the establishment of a Council of Presby-
ters was first advanced in the late 1960s among a small 
group of priests of the greater New York area who were 
inspired by the writings and the teachings of Fathers Al-
exander Schmemann, John Meyendoff, and John Roma-
nides, all of blessed memory, and of the young scholar 
John Zizioulas, now the eminent Metropolitan of Per-
gamon. Their insightful and challenging perspectives 
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on Orthodox ecclesiology and especially their under-
standing of the role and the relationship of bishop and 
presbyter provided the theological foundations for the 
creation of the Council.

The proposal for the Council was brought to the atten-
tion of the Clergy Syndesmos of the then "First Archdi-
ocesan District," which encompassed the parishes of 
New York, New Jersey, Washington, DC, Maryland, Del-
aware, and parts of Pennsylvania and Connecticut. Af-
ter due deliberations, the idea received the support of 
the Syndesmos. I was asked to draft a position paper in 
support of the Council together with a set of regulations 
that would eventually form the basis of the initial consti-
tution or bylaws of the Council.

The plan was submitted to Archbishop Iakovos for his 
review and approval. Happily, within a short period of 
time, the Archbishop gave his approval and according-
ly informed the venerable hierarchs of the Church. The 
plan was to bring the recommendation for the creation 
of the Council to the forthcoming 20th Clergy-Laity Con-
gress for approval. Indeed, on July 1, 1970 the propos-
al for the establishment of the Council of Presbyters of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the Americas was 
put forward and was adopted unanimously by the del-
egates of the Congress. Two days later, on July 3, the 
representatives to the Council of the several Archdioc-
esan Districts convened in special session and elected 
the officers and set in motion the work of the Council. 

Many of these same priests were elected to serve a sec-
ond two-year term. On a personal note, I was especially 
honored and privileged to serve the Council as its presi-
dent for two consecutive terms. Significantly, the members 
of the Council honored its role as an advisory and consul-
tative body and avoided the temptation to turn it into an 
advocacy group of limited pursuits and narrow agendas.

At the very first meeting of the Council in New York, the 
members established several working committees and 
voted to meet in Cleveland, Ohio in November of the 
same year. That meeting would focus especially on the 
reports of the several working committees it established, 
namely, (a) The Biennial Congresses, (b) Classification 
of parishes, ministries, and clergy (out of which would 
come the guidelines for clergy remuneration), (c) The 

Priest and the Youth of the Church, (d) Methodologies 
for the resolution of conflicts, (e) Communications, and 
(f) Pension and health insurance plans. Before the end 
of its two-year term, the first Council also discussed and 
formulated recommendations for other items through 
the following additional working committees. (a) Holy 
Cross Seminary, (b) Saint Basil Academy, (c) Religious 
education, (d) Church finances, (e) Pastoral problems of 
marriage and divorce, (f) The on-going education of the 
clergy, and (g) Clergy remuneration.

Happily, several years ago the officers of the Council 
deposited for safe-keeping with the Archbishop Iakovos 
Library and Learning Center at Holy Cross a small collec-
tion of the Council's documents - including the first con-
stitution and bylaws, various papers and proposals, and 
the minutes of the proceedings of the Council meetings. 
The collection is available for examination by appoint-
ment with the librarian.

Much has been accomplished by the Council but much 
more needs to be done! It remains for each succeeding 
generation of presbyters to choose freely to honor the 
work and to build on the achievements of their prede-
cessors, however small, through their own courageous 
activities and thoughtful contributions. 

The National Presbyters Council Presidents
Father Alkiviadis Calivas 1970 – 1974
Father Nicholas Triantafilou 1974 – 1976
Father Alexander Veronis 1976 – 1978
Father Soterios Gouvelis 1978 – 1982
Father Constantine Monios 1982 – 1984
Father Leonidas Contos 1984 – 1988

The Archdiocesan Presbyters Council Presidents
Father Eugene Pappas 1988 – 1990
Father Alexander Leondis 1990 – 1992
Father Panagiotis Giannakopoulos 1992 – 1994
Father Christopher Metropulos 1994 – 1998
Father Chris Kerhulas 1998 – 2000
Father Nicholas Bacalis 2000 – 2002
Father James Moulketis 2002 – 2006
Father Steven Tsichlis 2006 – 2010
Father Nicholas Anctil 2010 – 2014
Father John Touloumes 2014 - 2018
Father Mark Leondis 2018 - 2022
Father Paul A. Kaplanis 2022 - present
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MISSION 
The mission of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
Foundation established by the Archons of the Ecumen-
ical Patriarch in America is to establish a reliable, sub-
stantial, transparent and accountable charitable foun-
dation to fund the worldwide salvific ministries of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in perpetuity.

HISTORY
Named in honor of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
the longest serving Ecumenical Patriarch in history, the 
Foundation has raised over 20 million dollars, with antic-
ipation that many more tens of millions of dollars will be 
raised. The Foundation was incorporated in the State of 
New York on January 17, 2019, is recognized by the In-
ternal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt public 
charity and is registered in the New York State Office of 
the Attorney General Charities Bureau. The Foundation’s 
funding will help the Ecumenical Patriarchate increase 
the Orthodox Christian presence on the global stage; 
foster increased inter-Orthodox dialogue; and expand 
charitable and humanitarian aid.

A five-year moratorium on spending the financial re-
sources of the Foundation was established with the 
blessings of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew to allow the corpus of the Foundation to grow. 
In addition, the Foundation has a world-class Investment 
Committee and Audit Committee comprised of Archons 
recognized in the financial world for their expertise. J. P. 
Morgan Investment Banking Company was selected by 
the Board of Trustees to manage the investments. 

The Foundation has programming to encourage all lev-
els of giving from modest donations to the $100,000 
FOUNDERS level, BUILDERS level (under $100,000) in-
cluding estate planning and legacy giving (Legacy So-
ciety) to the million-dollar level, where the Nicholas J. & 
Anna K. Bouras Foundation committed. 

Soon the Andrew’s Appeal: An Urgent Global Call to the 
Faithful! will be launched, patterned after the Vatican’s 
Peter’s Pence in which all parishes from around the world 
are given the opportunity to offer donations directly to 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate through the Foundation. An 
exciting overseas outreach initiative is a strategic com-
ponent of the fundraising programming. Glory Be to 
God for All Things! 

Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew Foundation

On December 13, 2019, the inaugural 
meeting of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew Foundation, a new initiative 
to enhance and contribute to the financial 
independence of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople in its 
worldwide mission and ministries, was 
held at the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America in New York City. This historic 
undertaking represents the very first such 
charitable entity in the world established 
to secure the financial underpinnings of 
the spiritual center of world Orthodoxy. 
The Foundation is incorporated as a not-
for-profit Corporation in the State of New 
York.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Spiritual Leadership 
His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America,
Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Trustee
Father Alexander Karloutsos 
Spiritual Advisor, Trustee

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Anthony J. Limberakis, M.D., Chair
George E. Safiol, Vice Chair
Peter Kakoyiannis, Esq., Secretary
Chris E. Tsamutalis, CPA, Treasurer

TRUSTEES
Maria Allwin
Hon. B. Theodore Bozonelis
Thomas S. Cappas, Esq.
Frank D. Catrickes
John A. Catsimatidis
Andreas D. Comodromos, CPA,
Assistant Treasurer
Thomas E. Constance, Esq.
Carl R. Hollister
John S. Koudounis
Markos K. Lagos
Michael G. Psaros
Aphrodite Skeadas
Christopher Stratakis, Esq.

AUDIT COMMITTEE
Carl R. Hollister, Chair, Trustee
James Pantelidis, CPA
Andrew C. Zachariades

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Aphrodite Skeadas, Chair, Trustee
Father Alexander Karloutsos, Trustee
John J. Mindala II
George T. Orfanakos

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Father Alexander Karloutsos, Chair, Trustee
Maria Allwin, Trustee
Hon. B. Theodore Bozonelis, Trustee
Joseph J. Kokolakis, Esq.
Markos K. Lagos, Trustee
George T. Orfanakos
Aphrodite Skeadas, Trustee
Savas Tsivicos

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
John S. Koudounis, Chair, Trustee
Robert A. Buhler, Vice Chair
Christopher F. Allwin
Michael N. Bapis
John A. Catsimatidis, Jr.
Frank D. Catrickes, Trustee
William H. Spell

EX-OFFICIO COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
John A. Catsimatidis, Trustee
Anthony J. Limberakis, MD, Trustee
Michael G. Psaros, Trustee
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HISTORY
"Rebuild My Church"…These words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ have been the inspiration to rebuild Saint Nicho-
las Greek Orthodox Church, the only house of worship 
destroyed on 9/11, since that fateful day in 2001. But it 
would be rebuilt as more than the humble Greek Ortho-
dox Church of lower Manhattan; it is being rebuilt as a 
National Shrine and place of pilgrimage for our Nation. 
And in accordance with the words of the Lord, it will be 
a house of prayer for all people (Mark 11:17).

The original St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church was 
founded in 1916 in a small row house that had been 

previously used as a tavern. Greek immigrants of lower 
Manhattan purchased it in 1892 as a community home. 
For many Greeks coming to America, it would have 
been among their first stops after seeing the Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island.

The little church stood in exactly the same location, 
155 Cedar Street, witnessing the decades of growth 
and transformation around the financial center of Wall 
Street and Battery Park. Even through the sixteen-acre 
construction of the original World Trade Center in the 
1960’s, the little church was an ever-present spiritual 
jewel, open to all. There are generations of New York-
ers who remember stopping by to light a candle, say a 
prayer, or just sit quietly. Over the years, the community 
of Saint Nicholas resisted attempts to sell the property, 
and by 2001, the church was encircled by a parking lot.

Everything changed on 9/11. Saint Nicholas Church was 
completely destroyed in the collapse of World Trade 
Center Tower 2 during the September 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks. Thankfully, no one was in the Church when it was 
destroyed. Nevertheless, there are reports of Greek Or-
thodox Christians who escaped the burning Towers by 
running toward the sacred sound of the bell in the cam-
panile that was a visual hallmark of the Church. In the 
immediate days that followed September 11th, when 
rescue and recovery efforts were at their most intense, a 
few scant objects were recovered from the site near and 
around 155 Cedar Street. Sadly, much like the remains 
of those who perished when the Twin Towers collapsed, 
few precious relics were found.

Even if there were challenges to commence construc-
tion, in July of 2010, remains of an 18th century ship 
were unearthed on the very location of the former Saint 
Nicholas Church. The miracle-working Saint is known 
throughout the world as the patron saint of those who 

Friends of St. Nicholas
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sail the sea, and many took this as a sign that the resur-
rection of the Church was near.

Negotiations between the Church and the Port Author-
ity to rebuild Saint Nicholas came to fruition under the 
leadership of New York Governor Andrew Cuomo and 
a new opportunity took shape. His office mediated set-
tlement discussions designed to solve the issue of the 
Church’s placement within the WTC site once and for all. 
The result of this process was the decision to place the 
new Church at exactly the same place that had been de-
termined years before, 130 Liberty Street, just a stone’s 
throw from its original location.

At the signing, Governor Cuomo said:

“We lost Saint Nicholas Church in the destruc-
tion of September 11th and for too long its 
future has been uncertain. Rebuilding Saint 
Nicholas Church, with a nondenominational 
bereavement center, is not just good news for 
the Greek Orthodox community, but for all New 
Yorkers. With this agreement, we are continu-
ing New York’s collective healing, restoration, 
and resurgence. Now we are finally returning 
this treasured place of reflection to where it be-
longs.”

FRIENDS OF ST. NICHOLAS 
Michael Psaros, Chairman
Dennis Mehiel, Vice Chairman
John Payiavlas, Treasurer
Chrysanthy Demos, Secretary
Maria Allwin
John Catsimatidis
John Calamos
John Georges
George Marcus
C. Dean Metropoulos
George Stamboulidis
Dean Spanos
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The Greek Orthodox Retired Clergy Association was 
started by a group of farsighted Retired Priests who 
felt that even though they had retired from active duty, 
they still could be useful to the Church they served and 
loved. In 1988, Fathers John C. Zanetos, Demosthenes 
Mekras, Emmanual Bouyoucas, Dean Timothy Andrews 
and George Papadeas joined together to form the first 
Board of Trustees of the Retired Clergy Association. 
They immediately incorporated in the State of Florida. 
From a handful of Retirees the Association grew to over 
200 members.

The founding members stated that the purposes of the 
Association:

1. To promote fellowship among the retired clergy 
and their families and to assist each other in any 
problems and emergencies (whether person-
al, emotional or financial) they may have to face 
alone.

2. To promote cooperation and mutual respect with 
the active clergy by helping, supporting, guiding, 
sharing their experiences with them and aiding 
them in their ministry, when requested to, and to 
help prepare them for retirement.

3. To support all the activities, growth and progress 
of the Church through close cooperation between 
the Board of Trustees of the Retired Clergy Associ-
ation and the Archdiocesan Presbyters Council by 
having occasional meetings together.

4. To work closely with both the clergy and laity for 
the promotion of the welfare and progress of the 
Church.

5. To take a pro-active role in the administration of 
the Church by speaking out at Clergy-Laity Con-
gresses.

6. To advise the Archbishop on all matters vital to the 
Church, including the nomination and election of 
Bishops, and the appointment of a representative 
of the Retired Clergy Association on all National 
Church Committees.

7. To guard and protect the Orthodox faith and 
Orthodox way of life by speaking out fearlessly 
against any excess or wrongdoing in the gover-
nance of the Church.

8. To engage in projects that benefit the Church and 
her faithful.

9. To guard and improve any and all benefits, to 
which the Retired Clergy are entitled.

Our emblem is a symbolic one which reminds us that, 
although we are happily and gratefully retired clergy of 
the Greek Orthodox Church, yet each and every one of 
us remains ΙΕΡΕΥΣ ΕΙΣ ΤΟΝ ΑΙΩΝΑ - "A PRIEST FOREV-
ER," as stated in Hebrews 5:6.

The bright Byzantine colors of our emblem also have 
symbolic meaning. The outside circle represents our 
Golden Years, the blue, our Heavenly Kingdom, while the 
red stands for both, Our Lord's Blood which was shed 
for all of us and the Joy of His Glorious Resurrection. The 
inner XP abbreviates the name of our beloved Anointed 
One - ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ. The original version of the emblem, the 
fish represented those who have spent a lifetime serving 
as "fishers of men," also know the acrostic meaning of 
the word ΙΧΘΥΣ: Jesus-Christ-God’s-Son-Savior.

At the 2012 Clergy-Laity RCA Assembly, the fish was of-
ficially removed and replaced with the year the RCA was 
established,1988. 

The emblem was created by Fr. Nicholas L. Vieron in 
1993.

Greek Orthodox Retired 
Clergy Association
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The Epistle RCA Newsletter was created in 1988 by Fa-
ther John Zanetos. At that time, it was the only way to 
communicate with the brethren. Years later, in 1992, 
when Father William Gaines was elected RCA President, 
Father Vieron volunteered to undertake the task of ed-
iting, printing  and mailing out the Epistle, which then 
evolved, becoming a vehicle bringing all the retirees to-
gether. After seventeen years of editorial service, Father 
Vieron “retired.” 

Presvytera Nikki Stephanopoulos assumed the editor-
ship of the Epistle, collecting the material. The printing 
and mailing was handled by Father Soteropoulos. After 
three months, Presvytera stepped down.

At this point, the Board of Trustees asked Father Nicho-
las Soteropoulos to assume the Editorship of the Epistle 
until someone could be found. Two pieces of equipment 
were purchased: a color printer and a digital ink printer, 
which handled the printing needs of the RCA, their Epis-
tle Newsletter as well as RCA pamphlets.

In 2013, Father Samaras was asked to lend his design 
and publishing expertise to edit the Epistle. For a year 

in 2016-2017, Father Soteropoulos asked to resume his 
work on the Newsletter. In 2017, an Editorial Committee 
was formed and, after reviewing the results of a recent 
questionnaire, decided that the following should be in-
cluded:

• News about retired clergy and presvyteres.
• Information to help clergy in retirement (especial-

ly in the fields of health and finance).
• Articles of interest to retired clergy submitted by 

members of the RCA.
• More humor in the form of jokes, cartoons.
• A column by Loukia LoPresti, “Remembering our 

Youth” and commemorating priests and their 
families, highlighting priestly families, in turn.

• Eulogies of those who died (limited to a half-
page).

• There would be no news from the Archdiocese or 
Metropolises unless it dealt directly with the re-
tired clergy and the RCA.

We welcome photos, articles, news from and about 
members. We would like to include more information on 
what our fellow clergy are doing in retirement.
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MISSION
The mission of Hellenic College, Inc., is the formation 
and the education of the person within the life of an 
Orthodox Christian community. To that end, it educates 
men preparing for the holy priesthood of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese and other Orthodox Christian en-
tities, as well as men and women for leadership roles 
in the Church, chosen professions, and society. Hellenic 
College, Inc. collaborates with Orthodox Church affiliat-
ed institutions and ministries, and offers opportunities 
for lifelong learning.

VALUES
• Spiritual formation through providing an environ-

ment that lives the Orthodox faith in worship and 
practice.

• Intellectual growth and development through 
the use of small-class size, qualities that allow 
instructors to mentor the development of learning 
through the use of responsive and individualized 
teaching as well as demand rigor and excellence in 
performance.

• Development of a living and learning community 
that provides for self-knowledge through engage-
ment in authentic conversations, personal account-
ability, and the building of lifelong relationships.

• Preparedness for life in the world through profes-
sional preparation engagement, internships, and 
service-learning opportunities intended to bring 
about deeper awareness and connectedness.

HISTORY 
When Holy Cross opened its doors in the fall of 1937, 
almost no one expected it to survive long, and no one 
alive today can fully appreciate the sacrifices made to 
ensure that it did. Other Orthodox ventures in the same 
location, an isolated estate in a remote Connecticut vil-
lage, had failed. Yet, Holy Cross would not only survive 
but thrive and expand into what we now know—eight de-
cades later—as Hellenic College Holy Cross. 

Greek immigrants had been arriving in large numbers 
since the turn of the last century. They looked to the 
Church to help them preserve their ethnic identity and 
language along with their faith, but there was no official 
ecclesiastical structure to oversee the informally orga-
nized parishes or assign priests. Even after the Archdio-
cese was created in 1922, all clergy were brought from 
Greece until the arrival of Archbishop (later Patriarch) 
Athenagoras in 1931 that marked the beginning of a 
bright new era for Orthodoxy in America.

Hellenic College Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School 
Of Theology
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Soon after his enthronement, Archbishop Athenagoras 
became convinced that America needed a seminary 
to train American-born men for the priesthood. A tow-
ering figure in every way and an eloquent speaker, he 
visited 70 parishes to generate enthusiasm for his plan. 
With that base of support, he announced at the 1936 
Clergy-Laity Congress that the school would open the 
following year in Pomfret, Connecticut, at the estate al-
ready owned by the Archdiocese.

Archbishop Athenagoras knew that the key to the 
school’s success would be a dynamic Dean whose ac-
ademic and spiritual leadership would shape the semi-
narians—most of them sons of uneducated immigrants—
into leaders themselves. He found just such a man in 
another Athenagoras: Archimandrite (later Bishop and 
Archbishop) Athenagoras Cavadas, who brought to the 
role ideal academic and ecclesiastical credentials. His 
deep spirituality, combined with an intensely charismat-
ic personality, made him the perfect role model for the 
students, who soon and forever after referred to them-
selves as “Cavadakia.”

The young men who made up the first class were awe-
struck by the sight of the Pomfret estate’s elegant build-
ings and grounds, bought for a song during the Great 
Depression, but they were soon brought down to earth. 
The buildings had fallen into disrepair, the grounds were 
overgrown, and there was no money to hire help. So the 
students, overseen by the Dean and fed by the cook—the 
only employee apart from the newly hired faculty—got to 
work cleaning, painting, mowing, and doing everything 
else that needed doing before the formal dedication on 
October 5, 1937. As each name was read to those in at-
tendance, the crowd shouted, “Axios!”—something none 
of the students expected to hear until ordination. 

One thing they did expect was to spend only two years 
at Pomfret and then complete their studies in Greece, 
but World War II changed everything. They could nei-
ther go to Greece nor import anything, such as essential 
textbooks, so they learned how to print their own books. 
Wartime rationing meant food shortages, so they grew 
their own produce and raised livestock too. Meanwhile, 
the campus was heavily damaged by the great hurri-
cane of 1938 and two catastrophic fires, one of which 
gutted the main building and destroyed the 15,000-vol-

ume library. Through it all, they kept up their demanding 
studies and never lost sight of their goal to serve Christ. 
The program of study expanded from two years to five 
in 1939. The first class graduated in 1942.

In 1947 the school moved to its present location in 
Brookline, Massachusetts, just outside Boston, so that 
students and faculty could take advantage of the abun-
dant educational and cultural opportunities in the “Ath-
ens of America.” Over the next twenty years, the five-year 
program expanded further, first to six years and then to 
seven, to include a collegiate/pre-theology course of 
study. As the first step to achieving full accreditation, 
the school incorporated in 1968 as Hellenic College, 
Inc., with a four-year undergraduate school, Hellenic 
College, and a graduate school of theology, Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology. Hellenic College 
received its first accreditation in 1970, with full ten-year 
accreditation for the entire institution granted in 1978. 
The founding of Hellenic College, Inc., was an endeav-
or that sought to fulfill a vision declared at the opening 
ceremonies in 1937, when the Greek Ambassador to the 
United States, Demetrios Sicilianos, stated,  "Our good 
Archbishop Athenagoras and I envision that the school 
will some day in the future develop into a university for 
Greek-Americans."

When Holy Cross was founded, all of the students were 
young Greek or Greek-American men preparing for the 
priesthood. 1971 saw the first graduation of a female 
student from Hellenic College. The first female to grad-
uate from Holy Cross did so in 1976. Today both schools 
welcome men and women from all over the world who 
wish to pursue their education in an Orthodox Christian 
environment. Hellenic College Holy Cross is the only 
fully accredited Greek Orthodox college, seminary, and 
graduate school of theology in the Western Hemisphere. 

The undergraduate and graduate schools form one 
community, sharing the same campus and facilities, but 
are academically separate entities. Currently, students at 
Hellenic College can pursue their Bachelor of Arts de-
grees (BA) in Business Management, Classics and Greek 
Studies, Literature and History, Psychology and Human 
Development, or Religious Studies, and can also minor 
in Philosophy or Education. Holy Cross offers programs 
of study leading to the degrees of Master of Divinity 
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(MDiv), Master of Theological Studies (MTS), and Mas-
ter of Theology (ThM). Students now have the option of 
pursuing the ThM fully online. Students at other institu-
tions can enroll at either school for a Semester of Faith 
to experience all of the aspects of life on the Holy Hill 
that make HCHC a truly unique academic and spiritual 
community.
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Military Chaplaincy is a specialized ministry of our Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese.  Priests volunteer to serve God 
and our Nation in the armed forces.  A Priest must have a 
Master of Divinity degree and a minimum of two years of 
parish experience, meet the requirements of the branch 
of the armed forces, have the permission of his hierarch, 
and have a strong pastoral-priestly identity so as to rep-
resent Greek Orthodoxy in a pluralistic environment.  

In 1952, two great clergymen of blessed memory ini-
tiated this ministry. With the blessing of His Eminence 
Archbishop Michael, Father George I. Paulson was the 
first Greek Orthodox priest to serve on active duty as a 
Military Chaplain. Together they established this special-
ized ministry continued by their successors.  

Greek Orthodox Military Chaplains provide the Holy 
Sacraments to Orthodox military personnel and their 
families both at home and aboard.  If other service mem-
bers desire sacred rites of their faith, the Chaplain assists 
by connecting them with the appropriate chaplain or 
clergy person.  The Chaplain responds to the needs of 
all military and associated personnel by counseling, as-
sisting, encouraging, and guiding them. He also advises 
the commander on the morale of the unit.   

Greek Orthodox Military Chaplains reinforce the nation-
al impact of our Archdiocese and project a respected 
Orthodox presence as military officers.  They teach other 
Chaplains and military leaders about Orthodoxy, so that 
Greek Orthodox military members and their families can 
be better served.  

Military Chaplaincy requires a special dedication by the 
Priest and the Presvytera.  When the unit deploys away 
from home, the Chaplain deploys.  When the unit goes 
to war, the Chaplain goes to war.  As a non-combatant, 
the Chaplain does not carry a weapon, but in other ways 
shares the challenging experience of military service 
and makes the sacrifices associated with it.  

As the Archdiocese of America celebrates the Centen-
nial, Military Chaplaincy highlights the contributions of 
Greek Orthodoxy to the Nation as a whole. 

Military Chaplaincy
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For the past 46 years, the National Forum of Greek Or-
thodox Church Musicians has been at the forefront of 
providing Church music resources to the parishes of our 
Archdiocese. Chartered in 1976 by His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Iakovos at the Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress in 
Philadelphia, the National Forum has been the official 
entity of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
responsible for the development, recognition, and sup-
port of liturgical music. Its rich history of accomplish-
ments has brought attention to Church music issues at 
parish, Metropolis, and Archdiocesan levels, and has re-
sulted in a variety of resources being created to foster 
development of choirs, chanters, and youth music pro-
grams.

Throughout those years, the National Forum has worked 
cooperatively and collaboratively with four Archbishops 
– Their Eminences Iakovos of blessed memory, Spyridon, 
Demetrios, and currently, Elpidophoros. The National 
Forum has also enjoyed  strong support and working re-
lationships with the Metropolitans of our Holy Eparchial 
Synod, our Bishops, the faculty of Holy Cross School of 
Theology, and departments of the Archdiocese, espe-
cially Religious Education, Youth, Administration, and 
Internet Ministries.

The National Forum is also part of an extensive admin-
istrative network across the Archdiocese. Church music 
development is administered throughout our Archdio-
cese starting at the local parish, with each developing its 
own program of Church music – including choirs, chant-
ers, junior choirs, and/or youth music hymnology pro-
grams in the Church Schools and Greek Schools. At the 
Metropolis level, Church Music Federations have been 
established to provide direct assistance to their parish-
es, conduct training programs, and disseminate music 
repertoire. Each Federation hosts an annual Church 
Music Conference and some even host Youth Music 
Conferences. And last, at the Archdiocesan level, these 

Metropolis Federations unite to form the foundation of 
the National Forum. In short, the National Forum serves 
as the national voice of church musicians, linking local 
parish church musicians and Metropolis church music 
federations to the highest levels of the Archdiocese. It 
also serves as the gathering place for church musicians 
to discuss issues related to liturgical music and to for-
mulate needed responses, publications, materials, and 
programs. 

The National Forum has four major areas of focus:

• Support for CHOIRS, providing resources and 
activities to improve the quality of choirs and the 
availability of choral music in the Church. 

• Support for CHANTERS and the preservation of 
BYZANTINE CHANT.

• Support for YOUTH CHURCH MUSIC PROGRAMS, 
including hymnology lessons and junior choirs. 

• Support for CLERGY and development of their 
parish music ministries. 

Activities of the National Forum are carried out during 
the year by the National Chairman, the Coordinating 
Committee, the Council of Church Music Federation 
Presidents, the Standing Committee chairs, and various 
other subcommittees. The Forum meets annually to re-
view progress of current projects, identify new areas of 
need, and discuss issues of concern to Church musicians. 

Led by the talents and dedication of its former National 
Chairmen, including Dr. Nicolas Maragos, Niki Kalkanis, 
Dr. George Demos, Dr. Vicki Pappas for 30 years, Maria 
Keritsis, and currently Nicholas Chimitris, the National 
Forum has and continues to accomplish much. The fol-
lowing projects and activities are significant to mention, 
illustrating just a few of the ways that the National Forum 
has furthered its mission and areas of focus.

National Forum of Greek  
Orthodox Church Musicians
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A major project of the National Forum since its establish-
ment has been the annual Liturgical Guidebook. Origi-
nally conceived by the GOYA National Music Commit-
tee, this project was transitioned to the National Forum 
in 1976. The Guidebook outlines  the changes in hymns 
and readings for each Sunday and major Feast days for 
the entire ecclesiastical year and is a valued resource to 
parish clergy, choir directors, and chanters across the 
Archdiocese. 

Another of the major endeavors of the National Forum is 
to sponsor and conduct Church Music Institutes (CMIs). 
Through co-sponsorship and supportive funding from 
Leadership 100, the National Forum provides $5,000 
to each Metropolis Church Music Federation for the 
purpose of providing in-depth training and instruction 
for Church musicians, clergy, and others via Metropo-
lis-level Church Music Institutes. To date, subsidies of 
more than $167,800 have been given to the Metropo-
lis Federations. Examples of topics the CMIs cover in-
clude learning to chant, vocal and directing techniques, 
forming youth music programs, the theology of hymns, 
and the structure of various services. The Forum has also 
sponsored major national Church Music Institutes such 
as the Symposium on the Future of Church Music and 
the National Church Music Institute on Youth Music. An-
ticipated in the near future are a national Church Music 
Institute for Choir Directors and another for Composers.

Aware of the growing desire to sing our hymns in En-
glish, the National Forum in the 1990’s  embarked on 
its “Oloi Mazi” project to create proper settings of our 
hymns in English so that congregations throughout the 
Archdiocese could join together in the singing of the 
hymns sung most often during worship services. This 
work formed the basis for the National Forum to be in-
vited to work with our Holy Synod during 2015-2018 to 
provide the music for their standardized English text. 
This culminated with our work with the Department of 
Religious Education to create a new Divine Liturgy Hym-
nal for parish use, including not only the music for the 
hymns, but the print prayers as well. In addition, our 
Sunday School series, “Hymns of the Orthodox Faith,” 
was updated and a new  choral composition for choirs 
was commissioned to reflect the new translations and 
melodies. 

Beginning is the 1980s and for 20 years, the National 
Forum conducted a fundraising drive targeted towards 
the creation of an Endowment Fund for our Holy Cross 
School of Theology. Rather than obtaining large dona-
tions from a few individuals, the funds grew from small, 
individual donations consistently collected year after 
year over the 20-year period. As a result, in 1996, the 
Forum donated $100,000 of the Endowment Fund to 
create the Liturgical Music Room in the Archbishop Ia-
kovos Library. After completing its fundraising goal, the 
Forum then contributed $350,000 to Holy Cross to fund 
a Visiting Scholar Program for Choral and Byzantine Mu-
sic. Today, the National Forum solicits donations from 
parishes, choirs, Philoptochos chapters, and individuals 
during the month of October to support its own work on 
targeted projects. This fundraising is done in conjunc-
tion with National Church Music Sunday, established by 
each of our four Archbishops to recognize the work of 
church musicians. As a gift to the parishes, the National 
Forum sends each parish a custom-designed poster of 
a saint who is a hymnologist as well as other resources 
related to Church music. 
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The National Forum helps to promote recognition of 
Church musicians in other ways, as well. It acknowledges 
outstanding national leadership by awarding the St. Ro-
manos the Melodist Medallion to those who have made 
significant national contributions to Church music. The 
Forum has also established the Patriarch Athenagoras 
Distinguished Metropolis Service Award which is award-
ed to Church musicians identified through the Metropo-
lis Church Music Federations. The Forum also assists the 
Archbishop in presenting the yearly Archbishop’s Years 
of Service awards to those directors who have served 
25 years or more. Furthermore, the Forum also presents 
a $1,000 honorarium to a graduating seminarian from 
Holy Cross School of Theology who has distinguished 
himself in Church music. Lastly, the Forum awards grants 
for projects proposed by various organizations and indi-
viduals. Among others, funds were approved for the Ax-
ion Estin Foundation, the AGES Initiatives, EIKONA, and 
Cappella Romana to further their Church music work.

In addition to focusing on the needs of local parishes 
and Church musicians, the National Forum also serves 
as a resource to our Archdiocese and our hierarchs. 
Ever since the 1978 Clergy-Laity Congress, the National 
Forum has been an ally to Archdiocesan planners in ar-
ranging for the choirs and chanters for the Congress’s 
Divine Liturgy. Also at many Biennial Clergy-Laity Con-
gresses, delegates have found workshops conducted 
by the National Forum, focusing on topics such as youth 
music, the use of English in our liturgical hymns, pre-
venting vocal abuse especially for priests, and ways to 
implement congregational singing. Another example 
of assistance to the Archdiocese has been to catalogue 
and preserve the music library of Dr. Spyros Spathis of 
Paris, France, a benefactor of our Archdiocese. 

The National Forum has created numerous publications 
and materials for clergy, Church musicians, chanters, re-
ligious education teachers, and youth directors. These 
cover areas such as youth involvement in Church music, 
development of various parish Church music programs, 
proper liturgical protocols, job descriptions for direc-
tors and chanters, introducing congregational singing, 
and the like. Complete listings of all publications and re-
source materials can be found on the National Forum’s 
website at www.churchmusic.goarch.org.

In closing, it is evident that what transpired in Philadel-
phia in 1976 was historic for church music development 
in our Archdiocese. The past 46 years have seen the 
National Forum grow in significance as it accomplished 
new tasks, introduced new programs, and published 
new products. Our presence is felt at the Archdiocese, 
at Holy Cross, in the Metropolises, in the parishes, and 
in the choir lofts and chant stands. We are pleased that 
with the support and involvement of our hierarchs and 
clergy, and by drawing upon a network of dedicated, 
talented, trained, and energetic Church musicians work-
ing locally, regionally, and nationally, the National Forum 
has been able to help grow and perpetuate our Ortho-
dox faith, its magnificent hymnology, and Orthodox 
worship in America. While the future will undoubtedly 
bring new ideas, new growth, and new challenges, we 
are eager and prepared to respond.
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Under the leadership of our Chairman, His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, the Greek Ortho-
dox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc. is the philanthrop-
ic arm of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Ameri-
ca. The purpose of Philoptochos is expressed directly 
in our very name, which combines the Greek word for 
friend, or philos, with the word for poor, ptochos, to form 
"friend of the poor".  Our mission, which was instinctive-
ly created as a reaction to the needs of the poor in the 
surrounding community, is as follows: 

• To help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the 
aged, the sick, the unemployed, the orphaned, 
the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, 
the victims of disasters, to undertake the burial 
of impoverished persons and to offer assistance 
to anyone who may need the help of the Church 
through fundraising efforts; 

• To promote the charitable, benevolent, and philan-
thropic purposes of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America, through instructional programs, 
presentations, lectures, seminars and other educa-
tional resources;

• To preserve and perpetuate Orthodox Christian 
concepts and the Orthodox Christian family, and 
through them, to promote the Greek Orthodox 
faith and traditions, in accordance with its doc-
trines, canons, discipline, divine worship, usages 
and customs;

• To promote participation in the activities of the 
Greek Orthodox community, with the cooperation 
of the Parish Priest and the Parish Council.

Our endeavors are a genuine expression of philanthro-
pia, reflecting an enormous manifestation of love. This 
agape is evident not only in the millions of dollars of 
charity disbursed annually to our ministries, commit-
ments, and special projects, but also in the multitude 
of meaningful programs and activities which have been 
undertaken over 90 years of service.

To quote His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, 
“You, the daughters, the sisters, and the mothers of our 
Church in America, will always be treasures.”  In order to 
understand where Philoptochos is today, we must look 
back at its history… 

National Ladies  
Philoptochos Society
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1800s – THE BEGINNINGS
The early beginnings of Philoptochos can be traced 
back to the late 1800s when the Greek immigrant 
community was working to establish itself in America. 
Hundreds of immigrants from Greece, Asia Minor and 
Constantinople arrived daily to America’s shores. Most 
spoke no English nor had family in this new country.

The female immigrants who arrived knew that the 
sound of a familiar language was always welcomed by 
the new arrivals. This led to Greek women’s clubs being 
formed in churches in larger cities, taking on the formi-
dable task of welcoming new immigrants.

1930s
The 1931 arrival of His Eminence Archbishop Athenag-
oras, who later became the Ecumenical Patriarch, as the 
new Primate to America was a pivotal moment. Admir-
ing the dedication, faith, and success of these women’s 
clubs, he decided to join them all together to form one 
philanthropic organization called the Philoptochos So-
ciety. A proper legal structure for the organization was 
formed in 1932.

In the midst of the Great Depression, Philoptochos 
members quickly developed skills as fundraisers, com-
munity and parish leaders, translators, chefs, advisors, 
healers and much more.  In 1936, Archbishop Athenag-
oras designated Saints Cosmas and Damianos, two 
physicians known for providing free medical attention 
to the sick, as the patron saints for Philoptochos. When 
the Holy Cross School of Theology was founded in June 
1937 (in Pomfret, Connecticut and subsequently moved 
to Brookline, MA), Philoptochos was an early and gen-
erous financial supporter of major projects and scholar-
ships.  Our role remains unchanged to this day in sup-
port of Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of Theology.

1940s
While World War II was not fought in America, our sol-
diers fought and died all over the world for our freedom. 
American factories were 24-hour-a-day operations to 
provide arms, aircraft and so much more. Philoptochos 
held an impactful role to support the troops. Mem-
bers spent long hours selling War Bonds and extend-
ed hospitality in their homes to American soldiers on 
leave. Nor did they forget Greece, whose citizens were 

deeply suffering. They shipped thousands of packages 
to Greece containing clothing, medicine, blankets, and 
hospital equipment.

In 1944, even in this time of war and sacrifice, Philopto-
chos made a bold move. Inspired by Archbishop Ath-
enagoras, Philoptochos purchased the Jacob Rupert 
estate in Garrison, New York, across the Hudson River 
from West Point Academy. Re-named Saint Basil Acade-
my, this beautiful place is a loving residential home for 
children and young adults at-risk and in need.

1950s
The 1950s found Philoptochos supporting communi-
ties in both America and Greece. Following a horrific 
earthquake in the Ionian Islands, Philoptochos provided 
aid by sending food, clothing, and medicine to affect-
ed residents. In 1956, a new partnership was reached 
when, for the first time, the National Philoptochos Con-
ference convened simultaneously with the Archdioce-
san Clergy-Laity Congress in Washington, DC.  

In 1958, then Archbishop Michael founded Saint Mi-
chael’s Home, a residential home in Yonkers, New York 
for the elderly where they can live out their “golden 
years” with love, dignity, and quality of care in a Greek 
Orthodox environment.  Philoptochos was an early sup-
porter of this home and hosted many fundraisers to 
help furnish the resident rooms.

1960s
While the sixties were a tumultuous decade, under the 
guidance of His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos, Philop-
tochos expanded its humanitarian programs and out-
reach. This included raising funds for needy children in 
Greece and building and furnishing three dormitories 
at Saint Basil Academy. Significantly, it was the hiring 
of a Director of Social Services that marked the begin-
ning of the National Philoptochos Department of Social 
Services, which to this day is the heart of Philoptochos 
philanthropy on the national, metropolis, and chapter 
levels.

1970s
The seventies saw continued membership growth and 
program expansion. The beloved founder of Philop-
tochos, His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Ath-
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enagoras, fell asleep in 
the Lord.  In his honor, 
Philoptochos established 
a scholarship in his name 
at the Holy Cross School 
of Theology.

Stretching its philanthro-
py across the ocean, a 
new cardiac program for 
Greek children was es-
tablished. Thousands of 
dollars were raised annu-
ally to support children 
from Greece who had 
heart ailments.

In July of 1974, Turkey 
invaded Cyprus. Philop-
tochos raised over a million dollars to support the refu-
gees and displaced persons in that country, in addition 
to shipping medicines, food and clothing. This decade 
welcomed the construction of the St. Photios Shrine in 
St. Augustine, Florida which honored the first Greek 
settlers to the New World in 1768. Philoptochos was an 
early supporter of this beloved Shrine and continues its 
financial support to this day.

1980s
In the 1980s, Philoptochos evolved from a parochial 
philanthropic organization to an organization with na-
tional and international activities. We began to address 
pressing social and moral issues, presenting position 
papers on such topics as Child Abuse, Abortion, Sex Ed-
ucation, Battered Women, Church and Family, Pornogra-
phy and Gambling. In addition, Philoptochos sponsored 
a combined forum on AIDS at a Clergy-Laity Congress, 
bringing medical and psychiatric experts together with 
religious leaders to discuss the broad spectrum of is-
sues involved in the AIDS crisis. Philoptochos simultane-
ously provided support for a variety of causes, including 
Cooley’s Anemia, the Heart Fund, Arthritis and Cancer 
Foundations, American Red Cross, Cambodian Refugee 
Fund, Easter Seals Telethon, and Cerebral Palsy.

1990s
The 1990s witnessed the evolution of the Cancer Fund 
Luncheon into the Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon 
(CMFL), which still exists today as our principal fundrais-
ing event, hosted biennially on a rotating basis in the 
Archdiocesan District and the eight Metropolises. To 
date, the Children’s Medical Fundraising Event has dis-
tributed more than $4 million to children’s hospitals, re-
search programs, and special programs serving critically 
ill children and their families. 

In 1992, Philoptochos created more programs with a 
global reach by partnering with the newly founded In-
ternational Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). 

At the end of the decade, Philoptochos took significant 
steps to increase the security and transparency of its fi-
nances and its social service protocol by revising guide-
lines that promote a stricter review process.

2000s
As the 21st century began, Philoptochos partnered with 
IOCC to help build two children’s medical clinics in Afri-
ca. Funds were also raised to support Orthodox children 
in Ethiopia who had been orphaned due to AIDS.  Other 
notable projects were as follows:
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• The Wheelchair Project provided over 500 wheel-
chairs to the Republic of Georgia and Thessaloniki, 
Greece, restoring mobility to handicapped resi-
dents. Philoptochos also contributed to the do-
nation of pediatric wheelchairs, mobility devices, 
and other durable medical equipment for over 200 
children in Zimbabwe. 

• The National Philoptochos Emergency Fund was 
established, enabling Philoptochos to provide im-
mediate response and assistance following nation-
al and international disasters, including Hurricane 
Katrina, multiple Florida hurricanes, an earthquake 
and tsunami in Asia, Greek fires, California fires and 
mudslides, and Iowa floods. 

2010s
The beginning of the 2010s presented Philoptochos 
with a new challenge. The expanding needs of the Arch-
diocesan Holy Trinity Cathedral in Manhattan required 
that Philoptochos vacate the offices of operation since 
1990. The National Philoptochos Board determined that 
the most prudent long-term solution would be to pur-
chase a permanent home. Hence, in November 2012, 
Philoptochos established the Philoptochos Center of 
Philanthropy (PCOP) in a brownstone in the historic 
Murray Hill neighborhood of Manhattan, purchased and 
fully paid for within 18 months.  Following its success-
ful fundraising campaign for the PCOP, Philoptochos 
once again harnessed the power of its 400+ chapters 
to support the campaign to build Saint Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center with a commitment to raise $2 million.

The expansion of the Philoptochos’ programs over the 
decades caused then Archbishop Demetrios to ob-
serve: “You have surpassed your original philanthropic 
mission. You are not only philoptochos,” he said, “but 
also philotheos, philadelphos, philanthropos, and 
philoxenos.” Not only Friends of the Needy, but also 
Friends of God, Friends of Neighbors, Friends of Hu-
manity, and Friends of Strangers. 

During the second decade of the century, Philoptochos 
annually raised between $1 million and $2 million for its 
national and international ministries, commitments, and 
projects. Philoptochos also sought to better engage 
members in hands-on philanthropic work with new 
initiatives such as:  Make-A-Difference, where chapters 
worked cooperatively with the youth in their parishes 

to provide good deeds in their communities; Feed the 
Hungry Program to provide over 2.1 million meals in a 
5-year period; and Operation Classroom where chap-
ters adopted an underserved school in their community 
and provided school supplies, clothing, hygiene items, 
and weekend food.

In addition, National Philoptochos developed educa-
tional initiatives, working with their parish organizations 
to present the programs to their communities. Topics 
included: bullying, technology safety, Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease, inclusion ministry, women’s health, opioid addic-
tion, and vaping.

On Saturday, November 19, 2019, His Eminence Arch-
bishop Elpidophoros of America addressed the guests 
of the 2019 Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon in Chica-
go, stating “my beloved Ladies of Philoptochos nothing 
you do is insignificant, each member of Philoptochos 
has great value…you are an army of agape (love).” As 
such, His Eminence dedicated the Sunday of the Good 
Samaritan each year as Philoptochos Sunday with the 
inaugural Philoptochos Sunday being November 15, 
2020.

2020s AND BEYOND
When COVID-19 devastated the world, Philoptochos 
followed its mission to help those in need. While con-
tinuing disbursements to its other causes, the Execu-
tive Board approved an immediate disbursement in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis. Philoptochos also con-
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solidated accessible resources to 
help members cope with the anxi-
ety of the pandemic and initiated a 
campaign to produce masks as the 
demand skyrocketed. In addition, 
over the last two years, the philan-
thropic endeavors of Philoptochos 
have included the following:

• Philoptochos has taken action 
to aid the victims of several 
natural disasters, including the 
fires in Greece and Cyprus, winter storms in Texas, 
and tornados in Kentucky. 

• In November 2021, Philoptochos celebrated 
the 18th Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon in 
Indianapolis. It was a glorious success, raising 
over $500,000 in funds and distributing close to 
$300,000 for the 12 selected programs located in 
the seven states of the Metropolis of Detroit.

• In June 2021, with a unanimous vote of the Exec-
utive Board, The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philopto-
chos Society, Inc. became an Institutional Founding 
Member of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
Foundation. Over the decades, Philoptochos has 

contributed over $2.6 million to the philanthropies 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, such as Baloukli 
Hospital and nursing home, schools, shrines, and 
parishes. 

• Finally, our most recent emergency effort was 
to help our Ukrainian brethren, with funding ex-
ceeding $300,000 thanks to the generosity of our 
donors. 

It is this expanded vision of Philop-
tochos that will take us beyond our 
90th anniversary, contributing to a 
bright future for years to come!
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Established in 1982, the National Sisterhood of Pres-
vyteres (NSP) is the national body of Presvyteres and 
Diakonisses of our beloved Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America (GOA). The purpose of the NSP is to 
promote the spirit of Christian love among the Pres-
vyteres of the GOA, provide opportunities for Pres-
vyteres to get acquainted with one another, and meet 
periodically to discuss mutual concerns and to develop 
programs for outreach. The three intertwined hearts on 
the cross of our NSP logo symbolize the active, retired, 
and widowed Presvyteres united as sisters in Christ.

The National Board is comprised of officers and rep-
resentatives from each Metropolis, as well as standing 
committees.  

The Holy Myrrh-bearers Mary and Martha are our Patron 
Saints, especially devoted to our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros has desig-
nated the Sunday closest to the Feastday of Saints Martha 
and Mary, celebrated on June 4th, as National Sisterhood 
of Presvyteres Sunday stating, “We must have a National 
Day of Recognition for every Sunday, and indeed every 
day, that they so diligently and willingly serve the Body of 
Christ. Theirs is a role of both deep faith and contempla-
tion, and of tremendous activity. For all our Presvyteres, 
whose dedication and devotion to the Church is matched 
by their dedication to their families, all of us owe a tremen-
dous debt of gratitude. Our Presvyteres are with us every 

National 
Sisterhood of 
Presvyteres 
meeting at the 46th 
Biennial Clergy-
Laity Congress.

Executive Board From L to R, Treasurer: Presvytera Tina Vlahos, 
President: Presvytera Mary Copulos Christy, His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros, Vice President: Presvytera Patricia 
Artemas, Corresponding Secretary: Presvytera Maria Sarolas. Not 
pictured: Recording Secretary: Presvytera Stephanie Gill, Past 
President/Advisor: Presvytera Nicole Keares.

day, supporting their husbands and children, and setting 
examples of faith, hope, and love that lead our Faithful to 
not only hear the words of God, but to keep, preserve, and 
guard them in their hearts.”

We are honored to be celebrating our 40th Anniversa-
ry and to provide outstanding programs such as work-
shops and presentations, national retreats, APC/NSP Be-
nevolent Fund, website/social media, newsletters, and 
many outreach committees as we continue to grow. With 
the support of Leadership 100 and the faithful steward-
ship of our National Sisterhood of Presvyteres, we look 
forward to continuing to offer programs from which we 
can all benefit as we serve our Lord, His Church, and His 
people.

National Sisterhood  
of Presvyteres
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The Order of St. Andrew of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate was organized on the Sunday of Orthodoxy, March 
10, 1966, when His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos con-
ferred upon thirty outstanding laymen of the Church the 
various Offikia or Offices of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
on behalf of His All-Holiness Patriarch Athenagoras of 
blessed memory. They were honored because of their 
love, loyalty and support of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and their contribution to its advancement and welfare.

The Offikia for the Order of St. Andrew derive from some 
of the most prestigious offices of the ancient world. 
Originating in the Ancient Greek City-States, these civic 
offices were transformed when the Roman Empire em-
braced the Christian faith during the fourth century. As a 
consequence of this transition, not only were the office 
holders important leaders of the Christian community, 
the offices themselves took on specific religious respon-
sibilities for the service and promotion of the faith in the 
Roman Empire. The ancient order of Archons is, in fact, 
the oldest and most prestigious honor that can be be-
stowed upon a layman in the entire Christian world.

The Order of St. Andrew meets annually and celebrates 
on November 30, which is the feast day of Saint Andrew 
the Apostle who is the Patron Saint and namesake of the 
Organization. The fundamental goal of the Order of St. 
Andrew is directed at an ongoing concern for religious 
freedom and the defense and advancement of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

On March 27, 2015, National Commander Dr. Anthony J. 
Limberakis presented a dynamic multimedia lecture regarding the 
religious freedom crisis asphyxiating the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
at the Harris Manchester College at the renowned University of 
Oxford, sponsored by the Oxford Centre for the Study of Law and 
Public Policy. 

A longstanding and respected churchman in Philadelphia, 
Dr. Anthony G. Borden, succeeded Pierre DeMets as National 
Commander in 1976 when he was appointed by Archbishop 
Iakovos of blessed memory. He is seated here among brother 
Archons in this historic photo, at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity.

Order of St. Andrew 
Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate
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In 2018, an Archon Religious Freedom Summit was held with senior leaders of the Order at the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America to develop a strategic plan for the Order of Saint Andrew's Religious Freedom Initiatives.

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, with the Class of 2022 and officers of the 
Order of St. Andrew.
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Saint Basil Academy is the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese’s home for children in need. Located in the beauti-
ful Hudson Valley of New York, our mission is to provide 
a safe and loving Orthodox Christian environment where 
resident children are nurtured to become productive 
members of society with vision and hope. At Saint Basil 
Academy, we teach, we heal, we bring the light of Christ 
to young lives.

Saint Basil Academy was founded in 1944 under Arch-
bishop Athenagoras with the great assistance of the 
Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society. Although 
it began as an orphanage, Saint Basil Academy has con-
tinued to evolve over the last eight decades to become 
what it is today: a well-equipped residential care facility 
responding to the ever-evolving needs of children and 
families in crisis.

Since its inception in 1944, Saint Basil Academy has 
provided a loving, Orthodox home for thousands of 
children in need. Many of them were first generation 
Greek American immigrants fleeing poverty, danger, 
and uncertainty whose lives flourished at Saint Basil 
Academy and beyond. They grew into men and wom-
en who had a great impact on American culture and 
society and are a vital part of our nation’s fabric. 

We continue our mission today through three distinct 
programs housed at Saint Basil Academy: the Family 
Program for single mothers and their children, the Resi-
dential Program for children aged 6-18, and the Bridge 
Program for young adults aged 18-22. Every person in 
each program lives full-time on campus and receives 
significant support for meeting their financial, educa-
tional, physical, and spiritual needs. Our mission is to 
give them the support and guidance they need to go 
out into the world and thrive to their fullest potential.

Saint Basil Academy

2022 BOARD
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, 
Chairman
Dr. Steven Gounardes, President
Fr. Constantine L. Sitaras, Executive Director

www.sbagoa.org
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On May 25, 1958, Archbishop Michael opened the 
doors to the only elder care facility in the United States 
under the aegis of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America.  This Archdiocesan institution was known then 
as the “Spiti Tou Protoporou” - the “Home of the Pio-
neer” (the name of the Home was changed in the late 
1960’s to honor its founder, Archbishop Michael) since 
the first residents were the pioneers of the Greek Amer-
ican community in the United States, those individuals 
responsible for establishing many of the parishes, insti-
tutions of our Holy Archdiocese and community orga-
nizations.   

St. Michael’s Home was the idea of the late Archbishop 
Michael who saw the need for such a facility to care for 
the first wave of Greek immigrants who had reached 
the “golden years” of their lives.  His Eminence was as-
sisted in this endeavor by the Clergy Syndesmos of the 
New York Metropolitan area and a Certificate of Incor-
poration was issued on January 25, 1957.  During the 
same year, the first Board of Trustees was formed and 
on July 17, 1957, the Trustees, at a cost of $125,000, 
purchased a former B’nai Brith nursing home in Yon-
kers, NY.  During the next 10 months, the building was 
renovated to accommodate the first Greek Orthodox 
residents.   

With the appropriate solemnity and celebration, the 
Home embarked upon its sacred mission and has been 
a haven and home-away-from-home for countless indi-
viduals.  Nestled in a quiet neighborhood 20 minutes 
from the heart of New York City, the Home is truly one 
of the hidden treasures of our Archdiocese. Over the 
years, while most of the residents have been from the 
metropolitan area (NY, NJ & CT), a number of residents 
have come from other states such as Colorado, North 
Carolina, Florida, Massachusetts and elsewhere. Within 
the confines of the Home, these individuals enjoy the 
care and comfort they so deserve in a Greek Orthodox 
environment, and while in the past, most residents were 
first generation Greek-Americans (i.e., those who had 
immigrated to the U.S.), there are a growing number of 
American-born residents of Greek ancestry who want to 
live at the Home because of its unique environment.  

St. Michael’s is a New York State Department of Health 
certified residential adult care facility and because of this 
designation, the Home is obligated to transfer to other fa-
cilities offering higher levels of care, those residents who 
because of the “aging process” need constant nursing 

St. Michael's Home
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care, develop severe de-
mentia or issues related 
to ambulation.   

To address this regretta-
ble consequence, which 
is both traumatic to resi-
dents and families alike, 
but which also deprives 
residents of the unique 
quality care in a Greek 
Orthodox environment, 
the Home purchased for 
$7,000,000 a new 11-
acre site in Uniondale, 
NY upon which to relo-
cate and expand the ex-
isting facility.  Construc-
tion, estimated to cost 
$48,000,000, began in January 2021 and will transform 
the existing 100,000 sq. ft. building complex into a mag-
nificent state-of-the-art continuum care facility.  This new 
facility will be able to accommodate over 150 residents 
(versus the current 60) and offer progressively higher lev-
els of licensed care (versus the current one level) thus min-
imizing if not eliminating the need to ever have to transfer 
any other resident to another institution.  Moreover, St. Mi-
chael’s will also be able to admit many individuals whose 
care-needs exceed the level of care the Home is licensed 
by the State to offer at this time.  Included in the renovat-
ed structure will be: independent living one-bedroom 
apartments; studio bedrooms for independent and vari-
ous levels of assisted living; a secure Memory Care Wing 

for those with Alzheimer’s 
and dementia, as well as a 
Greek Orthodox house of 
worship, exercise room, li-
brary, movie and comput-
er rooms, beauty salon, 
coffee lounge and other 
ancillary spaces to pro-
vide an enjoyable, attrac-
tive and nurturing envi-
ronment for all residents.

Without a doubt, St. Michael’s provides an environment 
not found anywhere else.  This institution enables the 
elderly to live out their golden years with dignity and 
self-esteem.  Always treated with love and respect, they 
can maintain a degree of independence in a safe sur-
rounding where they are provided with the assistance 
they may need at this point in their lives.  This is the 
unique environment which St. Michael’s has provided 
for six and half decades and the Home will celebrate 
many more milestones in its history...a history of offering 
quality care to the elderly which is the fastest growing 
segment of the American population.  

According to national statistics, the fastest growing seg-
ment of the American population is the group 65 years 
old and older.  In 2020, there were estimated to be over 
50 million individuals in this group and the projection is 
that by 2040 the number will increase to over 80 million.  
These statistics also indicate that most people in this age 
group are opting to live in facilities specifically serving 
the needs of the elderly rather than live with their chil-
dren.  Based on this trend, there will be a much greater 
need for the services which St. Michael’s provides.  

For more information about St. Michael's home, 
visit www.stmichaelshome.org.  You may also visit 
us at 3 Lehman Terrace, Yonkers, New York, 10705, 
or call (914) 476-3374
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St. Photios Foundation, Inc. is the governing body of the 
St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine.  An insti-
tution of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 
it is a place where for forty years, the souls of the 500 
Greek Orthodox colonists who came to America in 1768 
under the British Indentured Servitude Act have been 
commemorated.

Located in America’s oldest city, St. Augustine, Florida, 
the Shrine consists of an original building called the 
Avero House, built in 1740.  It was in this building that, 
with the demise of the New Smyrna Colony in 1777, the 
refugees gathered for prayer and fellowship.  

It also consists of a courtyard, museum, video room and 
giftshop.  Permanent exhibits include artifacts found 
during the 1971 archaeologic dig. The special exhibits 
rotate out annually. The video room features the award 
winning film “Greek Landing Day".  

However, the crowning glory is what residents of the 
city referred to as “The Jewel of St. George Street", the 
St. Photios Chapel.  Surrounded by frescoes within 900 
square feet, the chapel has five domes and frescoes de-
picting the life of Christ and the ministry of St. Photios 
the Great, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople and 
Equal to the Apostles.  The relics of eighteen saints of 
the early Church are venerated in the narthex.

The Shrine is a place for our youth to learn and worship.  It is 
the retreat venue of choice for several parishes. Orthodox 
youth are encouraged to participate in the annual Shrine 
English Essay, the Metropolitan Iakovos Memorial Greek 
Language Scholarship Essay, and the Drawing contests. 

These activities as well as the schedule of services are 
promoted on the St. Photios National Shrine Facebook 
page and on the St. Photios National Shrine website.

Today, the mission of this National Shrine is to share the 
colonists’ history, the Orthodox Christian faith, and the Hel-
lenic culture to over 200,000 visitors annually.  It is open 
daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The National Shrine 
Church Supplies ministry is open Monday through Friday 
8:30-4:30 p.m. except for all bank holidays. 

Saint Photios Greek Orthodox 
National Shrine

The magnificent St. Photios Chapel
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS
DIRECT ARCHDIOCESAN DISTRICT
Very Rev. Archimandrite Eugene Pappas 
Rev. Fr. Christopher Constantinides
Archon Nicholas Furris
Archon Demetri Kokotas

METROPOLIS OF BOSTON
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios Moraitis
Elaine Zetes

METROPOLIS OF DENVER
Rev. Fr. Demetri Tagaropulos
Olga Plomarity

METROPOLIS OF ATLANTA
Maria Carantzas
Helen A. Carlos
Archon George Donkar
James A. Frangis
Dr. Angelo K. Kliossis
Archon Anthony W. Megas
Evangeline Mekras Scurtis
Nick Stamatogiannakis
Archon Dr. Manuel N. Tissura

METROPOLIS OF DETROIT
Rev. Fr. Soterios Rousakis 
Archon Carl H. Hollister

METROPOLIS OF SAN FRANCISCO
Rev. Fr. Photios Dumont
Archon Paul Sogotis

METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO
Rev. Fr. Panteleimon Dalianis
Joanne Stavrakas

METROPOLIS OF PITTSBURGH
Rev. Dn. Photios Dickos
Charles Koukoulis
Susan Loutsion
Archon Philip G. Yamalis

METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
Theodora Sergiou

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Archbishop ELPIDOPHOROS of America, Chairman
Metropolitan ALEXIOS of Atlanta, President
Bishop DEMETRIOS of Mokissos, Hierarchal 
Proistamenos
Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh, St. John the Divine Church, 
Jacksonville, FL

Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Executive Director
Archon Dr. Manuel N. Tissura, First Vice President
Archon Anthony W. Megas, Second Vice President
Maria Carantzas, Treasurer
Dr. Angelo K. Kliossis, Secretary
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REPRESENTATIVES OF AREA PARISHES
Very Rev. Archimandrite Maximos Politis, Pastor, Holy 
Trinity Church, St. Augustine, FL
Nick Lekas, Parish Council President, Holy Trinity Church, 
St. Augustine, FL
V. Rev. Fr. Joseph Samaan, Pastor, St. Demetrios Church, 
Daytona Beach, FL

Dino Paspalakis, Parish Council President, St. Demetrios 
Church, Daytona Beach, FL
Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh, Pastor, St. John the Divine 
Church, Jacksonville, FL
George Stavros, Parish Council President, St. John the 
Divine Church, Jacksonville, FL

AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS
Archon Dr. Anthony Limberakis, Order of St. Andrew 
National Commander
Arlene Siavelis Kehl, Greek Orthodox Ladies 
Philoptochos Society President
Paulette Poulos, Leadership 100 Executive Director

Archon Demetrios Logothetis, Leadership 100 Chairman
Basil Mossaidis, Order of AHEPA Executive Director
Archon Demetri Kokotas, Order of AHEPA Supreme 
President

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Bishop DIMITRIOS of Xanthos
Archon Harry Thomas Cavalaris
Archon Ted Pappas
Archon Harry Plomarity

41 St. George Street
P.O. Box 1960
St. Augustine, FL 32085
Tel: (904) 829-8205
Fax: (904) 829-8707
Email: info@stphotios.com  
www.stphotios.org

40th Annual Greek 
Landing Day – 
Celebrating 254 years 
since the first 500 Greek 
colonists came to the 
New World.  
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Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops
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The Assembly of Bishops preserves and contributes to the unity of the Orthodox 
Church in the United States of America by furthering her spiritual, theological, 
ecclesiological, canonical, educational, missionary, and philanthropic aims.

The Assembly of Bishops is made up of all the active, canonical Orthodox 
bishops in the United States of America, of every jurisdiction.

The Assembly was established in accordance with the Decision of the 4th The Assembly was established in accordance with the Decision of the 4th 
Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference, convoked in Chambésy, 
Switzerland, June 6-12, 2009, at which met representatives from all the 
universally-recognized autocephalous Orthodox churches. These 
representatives unanimously agreed to the formation of assemblies of 
bishops throughout the world to heal, as quickly as possible, canonical 
anomalies.

The Assembly is both consultative and programmatic. It is consultative insofar The Assembly is both consultative and programmatic. It is consultative insofar 
as, while it has no administrative authority, it is a forum for the exchange of 
ideas and creation of templates, best practices, and models for each Bishop 
to implement as he sees fit in his own diocese. At the same time, the 
Assembly is to be programmatic in its goal to coordinate and ultimately unite 
the common ministries and pastoral practices of the various jurisdictions.

For more information visit: 
www.assemblyofbishops.org/about/overviewwww.assemblyofbishops.org/about/overview

Peace of Mind: www.assemblyofbishops.org/peaceofmind
Assembly of Bishops mobile app: www.assemblyofbishops.org/app
Directory of Orthodox Christian Mental Health Professionals: www.assemblyofbishops.org/directories/mental-health/
Agencies and Affiliate Ministries: www.assemblyofbishops.org/ministries/affiliates/
Mental Health Needs Assessment: www.assemblyofbishops.org/mentalhealth
Ecumenical Dialogues: www.assemblyofbishops.org/ministries/ecumenical-and-interfaith-dialogues/
Youth Initiatives: Youth Initiatives: www.assemblyofbishops.org/ministries/youth/ 

OUR MISSION

ABOUT ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS

MORE INFORMATION

Archbishop Elpidophoros
Ecumenical Patriarchate
Chairman

Bishop Irinej
Patriarchate of Serbia

Metropolitan Nicolae
Patriarchate of Romania

Metropolitan Joseph
Patriarchate of Bulgaria

Bishop Saba
Patriarchate of Georgia

Metropolitan Joseph
Patriarchate of Antioch
First Vice-Chairman

Metropolitan Tikhon
Orthodox Church in America
ex officio member

Nicholas Anton
Director of 
Operations

Jamil Samara
Webmaster

Louie Lambrou
Communications

Officer

Sangeetha Thomas
Programs 

Coordinator, MHTF

Ephemia Nicolakis
Social Media
Consultant

8 East 79th Street
New York, NY 10075
communications@assemblyofbishops.org
www.assemblyofbishops.org

FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

Bishop Matthew
Patriarchate of Moscow
Second Vice-Chairman

Metropolitan Gregory
Secretary

Archbishop Michael
Treasurer

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

STAFF
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MISSION 
IOCC, in the spirit of Christʼs love, offers emergency re-
lief and development programs to those in need world-
wide, without discrimination, and strengthens the ca-
pacity of the Orthodox Church to so respond.

HISTORY 
IOCC was formed in 1992 to meet the needs of people 
and communities facing historic upheaval, beginning 
with the dissolution of the Soviet Union. Programs have 
helped survivors of human-caused and natural disas-
ters—from the breakup of Yugoslavia, conflict in Syria, 
and economic crisis in Greece, to disease and drought 
in rural Ethiopia and extreme storms in the US.

  
In response to a need expressed by members of our 
Orthodox Christian community, IOCC was established 
under the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA). Now the official hu-
manitarian and development agency of the Assembly 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of 
America (SCOBAʼs successor), IOCC has provided more 
than $771 million in humanitarian assistance to people 
in need in over 60 countries. IOCC works in cooperation 
with the Orthodox Church and other partners to serve 
people in need. IOCC applies the highest profession-
al standards and renders itself fully accountable to the 
public and its donors. All assistance is provided solely 
on the basis of need.

International Orthodox  
Christian Charities

IOCC CURRENT CHAIRPERSON AND BOARD
H. E. Metropolitan Nicolae of the Romanian Orthodox 
Metropolia of the Americas & Liaison Bishop to IOCC 
from the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
Chicago, IL
Jasmina T. Boulanger, Chairman of the Board 
San Clemente, CA
Frank B. Cerra, MD, Vice Chairman 
Edina, MN
Dimitri Zgourides, Treasurer 
Houston, TX
Gayle F. Malone, Secretary 
Wichita, KS
Kimberly Adams-Angelos 
Northfield, IL
Fr. Evan Armatas 
Fort Collins, CO
Elaine G. Cladis 
Englewood, CO
George Djurasovic 
Mequon, WI

Fr. Michael Ellias 
Brooklyn, NY
Lorraine F. George-Harik 
Stamford, CT
Anne Glynn-Mackoul 
Princeton, NJ
Charles J. Hinkaty 
Huntington, NY
Panayiotis (Pano) Kanelos, PhD 
Austin, TX
Demetri Papacostas 
Bedford, NY
John V. Sobchak 
Philadelphia, PA
Mark D. Stavropoulos 
Troy, MI
Jonathan Russin 
Washington, DC

www.iocc.org
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Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) is the official cam-
pus ministry of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops of the United States of America. Its mission is to 
transform the lives of college students by guiding them 
along the path to Jesus Christ through His Church, culti-
vating a campus community of worship, witness, service, 
fellowship, and education.

The vision of OCF is:
• to be the loving presence of Christ and the Ortho-

dox Christian Church on college campuses;
• to be an integral part of students’ spiritual formation 

by challenging them to explore the faith;

• to inspire students to commit to living an Orthodox 
Christian way of life daily.

With a current presence on over 200 campuses across 
the country, OCF brings Orthodox college students to-
gether with each other and their communities. With stu-
dents working alongside clergy, lay volunteers, and OCF 
staff at every level of our ministry, OCF is the perfect 
training ground for our young adults to develop lead-
ership skills while serving their peers, enriching their 
communities, and discovering and deepening their own 
Orthodox faith.

Through an on-campus presence, retreats and service 
opportunities, national conferences, leadership training, 
and mentoring of students, OCF continues to enrich and 
further the Orthodox values, faith, and action in our next 
generation of leaders.

Providing rich 
community 

in Christ 
for college 
students, 

inspiring a 
life-long love 
of God and 
neighbor.

Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship

www.ocf.net
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MISSION
As the official missions agency of the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States it is OCMC’s mission to 
make disciples of all nations by bringing people to Christ and 
His Church. 

GREAT COMMISSION
The mission of OCMC is informed by the last words of Jesus 
Christ to His disciples: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” (Matt. 28:19-20).

OCMC recruits, trains and sends missionaries to preach, teach, 
baptize and to minister to the poor, hungry, sick, suffering, and 
orphaned. We, therefore, support the development of indig-
enous leaders and strengthen the infrastructures of churches, 
especially in, though not limited to, countries where Christi-
anity is a minority, thus creating vibrant, eucharistic Orthodox 
Christian communities throughout the world.

HISTORY
The roots of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) 
go back to the 1950s and 60s, when a few young men began 
studying at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology 
in Brookline, Massachusetts from newly planted churches in 
places like Uganda, Kenya and Korea. The American students 
at the seminary got to know the students from abroad and 
felt compelled to do something to help their ministries. Over 
time, as these efforts grew, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
recognized the need to be organized on a national level and 
established a Missions Committee in 1966 which supported 
many more students coming to America to study. Eventually 
this group needed a permanent office and thus became the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Mission Center in 1985, head-
quartered in St. Augustine, Florida and headed by Fr. Dimi-
trios Couchell (now retired Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos). In 

OCMC MISSION MILESTONES
119 Long-term missionaries have been sent into the 

mission field since 1985.
2,796 Volunteers have participated on 357 Mission Teams 

since 1987.
56 Priests have been supported in 25 countries 

through the Support a Mission Priest (SAMP) 
Program.

55 Regions in the world (52 Countries, 2 US territories, 
and Alaska) have been supported by OCMC 
ministries since its inception.

57 Construction projects including 40 Churches, 
12 schools, 2 clinics, 2 mission centers, and 1 
seminary.  (Data through 12/31/2021)

July 1985, the organization sent its first full-time missionaries 
to Kenya. By 1987, the first mission team was sent and built a 
Church in Lobere, Kenya. In 1994, OCMC was expanded to be 
a pan-Orthodox institution of the Standing Conference of Ca-
nonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) which has 
been succeeded by the Assembly of Bishops, ensuring that 
there would be one Mission Center for all Orthodox jurisdic-
tions in North America. The organization currently remains in 
St. Augustine, Florida but now stands on its own twenty acres 
of land in the new Missionary Training and Administration 
Building, erected in 2009. 

First Mission Team sent to Kenya in 1987 headed by Fr. Paul 
Costopoulos. Several members are clergy and lay leaders in the 
Orthodox Church including: Fr. Luke Veronis, Fr. Philip Zymaris, 
Dr. Timothy Patitsas, Archon Dr. Gregory Papadeas, Archon Phil 
Yamalis, Mary Danakas, and Vickie Bellas (now Mother Paula).

Orthodox Christian 
Mission Center (OCMC)
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2022 CHAIRPERSON 
AND BOARD
His Grace Bishop Demetrios 
of Mokissos, Assembly 
Liaison
Mr. John N. Colis, President
Dr. Gayle Woloschak,  
Vice-President
Fr. Ceraphim (Scott) 
Mitchell, Treasurer 

Mr. Bruce Humphrey, 
Secretary
Fr. Alexander Veronis, 
President Emeritus
Mr. Clifford Argue
Mrs. Jeannie Arida
Mr. Michael Bosworth
Mr. Frank Catrickes
Fr. John Chakos
Mr. Patrick R. Crosson 

Mrs. Athena Economou
Mrs. Stacey Gleeson
Dr. Cheryl Johnson
Mr. Nicholas Kourtis
Mr. Michael Kuziak
Fr. George P. Liacopulos
Fr. Luke Mihaly
Mrs. Helen Nicozisis
Mrs. Stellee Papadeas

Fr. John Parker
Fr. Ted Pisarchuk
Mrs. Elizabeth Slanta
Dr. Henry Van Zanten
Fr. Luke Veronis
Mrs. Marina Zazanis
Dr. Kosta Zinis

Staff and Board at OCMC, Spring 2019 board meeting.

St. Augustine, FL - Groundbreaking for new OCMC building with 
first Executive Director Bishop Dimitrios (Couchell) of Xanthos; 
OCMC Board member Helen Nicozisis; George Gardener, Mayor 
of St. Augustine; OCMC Board member Cliff Argue; current 
Executive Director Fr. Martin Ritsi, 2006.

Left to Right: Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, Metropolitan Jonah Primate 
of the Orthodox Church in America, OCMC Executive Director Fr. 
Martin Ritsi, OCMC Board Member Helen Nicozisis, Archbishop 
Demetrios Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, OCMC Board President Cliff Argue, and Archbishop 
Anastasios Primate of the Orthodox Church of Albania cut the 
ribbon at the Dedication of the new Archbishop Anastasios and 
Archbishop Demetrios Missionary Training and Administration 
Building, 2009.

Fr. Thomas Manual giving a sermon at a parish in Central America.

Gabriela Hoppe teaching catechism to Albanian youth.

Fr. Chris Moore blessing ships before the fishing season in South Korea.

www.ocmc.org
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Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry serves those who are 
incarcerated and their families, and provides resourc-
es, training and support to our ministry partners so that 
lives are transformed and God is glorified.
 
OUR APPROACH

RELATIONSHIPS
While prisoners have many spiritual and emotional 
needs, there is perhaps no greater need than having a 
consistent, loving, Orthodox Christian presence in their 
lives. Many prisoners lack a human embodiment of the 
unconditional love of Christ. For this reason, OCPM 
leverages our Correspondence Ministry to maintain re-
lationships with prisoners as they move from jail to pris-
on, across multiple prison moves, and even after release. 
Our ministry forms intimate relationships with people in 
prison over months and even decades of time in order 
to spiritually support them in the long term.

By maintaining relationships with Orthodox and non-Or-
thodox prisoners through correspondence, OCPM is 
then able to refer local priests and lay people for in-per-
son visitation and, after release, integration back into 
parish life.

CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence ministry of OCPM was begun by 
Father Duane Pederson in the 1960s and the letters are 
known as a “visit-by-mail.” OCPM provides Orthodox 
publications, Bibles, prayer books, icon prayer cards, 
and catechism courses to those in prison.

OCPM publishes the Dynamis Newsletter, which is 
mailed to prisons. Dynamis is an Orthodox Christian 
ministry providing meditations on the daily Bible read-
ings of the Holy Orthodox Church’s Lectionary.

TRAINING
OCPM trains clergy and laity in prison ministry. We offer 
phone consultations or in-person seminars. Our experi-
enced experts provide assistance to parishes wishing to 
begin local prison ministries or looking for help with a 
parishioner who has found themselves in prison or is be-
ing released and wishes to be integrated into the parish.

RESOURCES
OCPM publishes training resources on starting prison 
ministries, and correspondence. Our resources are sup-
ported by expert staff and volunteers with decades of 
prison ministry experience.

We also publish several books and icons specifically 
designed for the prison audience, printed according to 
formats that meet prison security guidelines.

3,800
Prisoners Are Personally
Ministered to through

Correspondence

Orthodox Christian 
Prison Ministry
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“I am at a loss for words at the 
humanity I feel you have brought 

into my world. Thank you.”

“God bless you all. I am so very 
thankful to you all and my kids too. 
They have seen a big difference in 
my life thanks to you all. They told 
me to tell you thank you for all you 
have done and the difference you 

have made in my life.”

“I used to dream about getting 
paroled and what I would eat 
first, reuniting with family and 
friends, and finally getting a 

good night’s sleep. Now I dream 
of finally hearing the Divine 

Liturgy, standing and singing the 
Psalms, experiencing the Mys-
tery of the Eucharist...I pray for 
my Baptism and Chrismation.”

OUR IMPACT

2MILLION
Icon Prayer Cards Distributed

1MILLION
Publications Distributed  

to Prisoners

6,427
Personalized Letters Sent to
and Received from Prisoners

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry is an agency and 
official prison ministry of the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America.

“ “ “

HIERARCHICAL LIAISON 
His Eminence,  
The Most Reverend Mark
Archbishop of Philadelphia and 
Eastern Pennsylvania, OCA

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Eugenia Ordynsky, Esq., 
Chairman
Nicholas J. Furris, Vice Chairman
Eric Namee, Esq., Treasurer
Christian Finger, Secretary
Eric Grant, Esq.
Dr. Carla Thomas
Dn. Theodore Saclarides
Rev. John Johnson

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Nicholas Petrogeorge

www.theOCPM.org
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MISSION 
To ignite and equip young adults to catalyze transforma-
tive service for Church and world.

Orthodox Volunteer Corps (OVC) was developed 
through the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
of the United States of America. From October 2019 
through December 2020, a task force spearheaded the 
effort. The task force included representatives from the 
Assembly of Bishops, St. Basil Academy, CrossRoads, 
FOCUS North America, OCMC, Project Mexico, and the 
Neighborhood Resilience Project. In December 2020, 
a governing Board of Directors was formed, and that 
body held its inaugural meeting in January 2021. In ad-
dition, OVC has an Advisory Council whose members 
meet monthly to provide support to the organization. In 
October 2021, OVC became an official Agency of the 
Assembly of Bishops, joining five other entities with that 
status: International Orthodox Christian Charities, Or-
thodox Christian Mission Center, Orthodox Christian 
Prison Ministry, Orthodox Christian Fellowship, and a 
new youth agency. In the Fall of 2022, the inaugural co-
hort of OVC Corps Members will begin in Pittsburgh, PA.

Finally, OVC has two full-time staff members–Michael Sid-
er-Rose, PhD, and Kyra Limberakis, MTS. Dr. Sider-Rose 
serves as the Chief Executive Officer for OVC and Ms. Lim-
berakis serves as the Chief Operating Officer.

Recruiting for OVC with an OCF Chapter in Boston, 02/2022

Michael Sider-Rose speaking at YAL conference in Chicago 
02/2022.

Orthodox  
Volunteer Corps

GOVERNING BOARD
Fr. Paul Abernathy, CEO, Neighborhood Resilience Project
Nicholas Anton, Director of Operations, Assembly of 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the USA
Dr. Katherine Bocanegra, Assistant Professor, John 
Addams College of Social Work, University of Illinois 
at Chicago
Hurley Fox, Owner, Fox & Partners, LLC
Kenneth Kidd, Executive Director, FOCUS North America
Eleana Panagos, Senior Manager, Human Resources, 
ViacomCBS
Jeff Sage, Senior Manager - Consolidations, Univar 
Solutions
Jamil Samara, Director, Department of Internet 
Ministries, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Christopher Addis, MA House of Representatives
Fr. Demetrios Andrews, St. Columba Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, Lafayette, CO
Spyridoula Fotinis, University of Finland
Andrew Lekos, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, St 
Augustine, FL
Alexandros Pandazis, Holy Cross Seminary
Rebecca Pearsall, St Basil Academy
Fr. Costa Sitaras, St Basil Academy

www.orthodoxvolunteercorps.org
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MISSION
To equip young people to encounter Christ, embody 
His Church, and engage the world in His name.

Orthodox Youth & Young Adult Ministries (OYM) was 
initiated by the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bish-
ops of the United States of America in 2021, the Year of 
the Youth, as the official youth and young adult agency 
of the Assembly. The Chairman of the Assembly, Arch-
bishop Elpidophoros of America, summed up the ur-
gency around forming such an Agency: 

“I have led the Assembly of all Canonical Orthodox Bish-
ops in the United States to form a Youth Agency to bring 
together our best talent and resources. Together, we 
will build a coherent and attractive system to keep our 
youth engaged from their most formative years all the 
way through college. We cannot wait another day.”

OYM equips and supports clergy, parents, and ministry 
workers to meet the 5 needs of our young people: 
1) To know Jesus Christ; 2) to know one’s self in rela-
tion to Christ; 3) to belong to the full community of the 
Church; 4) to be empowered with a faith that makes a 
difference; and 5) to be equipped with the teachings of 
the Church. OYM does this by: providing resources, train-
ing, and events; 
offering support 
to parishes and 
jurisdictions; and 
evaluating the ef-
fectiveness of this 
work on an ongo-
ing basis.

In 2022, OYM laid the foundation for transformational 
success by assembling a top-notch board of directors, 
the hiring of initial staff and establishing an initial strate-
gic focus for 2023. 

Orthodox Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Bishop Thomas (Joseph), Episcopal Liaison
Drake Behrakis (GOA), President, Marwick Associates
Dn. Justin Bosl (GOA), Law Partner, Kazan, McClain, 
Satterley & Greenwood
Neno Djordjevic (SOC), Director for Business 
Development, Origin Specialty Underwriters
Tassos Gianakakos (GOA), Former CEO of  
Myo-Kardia
Melissa Kean (AOCA), Vice Board Chair,  
St. Constantine School
Pdn. David Keim (AOCA), Sr. Vice President & General 
Counsel, SAS Institute Inc.
Nick Lekas (GOA), General Manager, Gateway 
Industries
Eric Namee (AOCA), Managing Member, Hinkle Law 
Firm
Sbdn Patrick (Jeremy) Pletnikoff (OCA), Commercial 
Loan Officer, Mt. McKinley Bank 
Fr. Stephen Vernak (OCA), Priest, Christ the Saviour 
Orthodox Church

STAFF 
Rev. Nicholas Belcher, President
Ken Liu, Executive Director
Christian Gonzalez, Director of Ministry
Sandra Glisic, Director of Operations

www.orthodoxyouthministries.org
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MISSION
The Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Fund is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to advance the Orthodox Faith 
and the life-giving legacy of Hellenism in America, through 
support of the National Ministries of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America.

VISION
The Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Fund was formed 
in 1984 to embody the vision of Archbishop Iakovos to draw 
100 Greek Orthodox leaders into a philanthropic fellowship 
that would perpetuate the life-sustaining ministries of the 
Church for ages to come, while inspiring life-long friendships 

and bringing families together.

PURPOSE
Leadership 100 grants range from providing scholarship 
funds for individuals studying for the priesthood at  Hellenic 
College/Holy Cross School of Theology, to supporting a 
variety of National Ministries  that include Religious and Greek 
Education, Youth, Young Adult, Family and Marriage services, 
Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, Internet 
Ministries and Home Missions, as well as humanitarian 

assistance during national and international crises.
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The Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Fund joins 
together with the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
in observance of its Centennial during this 46th Biennial 
Clergy-Laity Congress. 

We are honored to be a part of this historic celebration and 
convey the commitment and respect of all our members 
to His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, all 
the Metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial Synod, the Clergy 
and Faithful of the Greek Orthodox Church in America.

We join in the dedication to “Legacy, Renewal, Unity” 
and to the vision for the future, for the next 100 years, of 
our beloved Archdiocese, the foundation of our Faith and 
Heritage. 

We reaffirm our historic support of the National Ministries 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and our 
commitment to advance Orthodoxy and Hellenism.

Demetrios G. Logothetis, Chairman
James Pantelidis, Vice Chairman
Kassandra L. Romas, Treasurer

Maria Allwin, Secretary

Paulette Poulos, Executive Director
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Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras
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The Nicholas J. and Anna K. 
Bouras Foundation 

Celebrates with All the  
Orthodox Faithful the  

100th Anniversary of the Archdiocese 
as it Continues to Provide  

Devoted Spiritual Guidance  
for the Years to Come.
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Congratulations to our Holy Archdiocese on celebrating its 
100th anniversary at this historic Clergy-Laity Congress in New 
York. It is an honor and a privilege to co-chair this event that 
binds and unites our entire church across our 540 parishes 
across America.  
 
Although we are in different parishes and various metropolises, 
we are one indivisible church dedicated to the tenets of our 
faith. We stand on the shoulders of great women and men who 
strove to build the Archdiocese brick by brick and church by 
church. Our predecessors stood steadfast in their dedication 
and love for our faith, and it is now our duty to strengthen 
our church and bequeath to our children and grandchildren 
another one-hundred years of a stronger and more deeply 
rooted Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in America.  
 
As we gather this Fourth of July at the Clergy-Laity Congress 
to consecrate St. Nicholas Shrine that will stand for thousands 
of years as a testament our nation’s enduring freedom and to 
the deep roots of our Orthodox faith in America, we thank God 
for all of the blessings He has bestowed upon us and upon 
our Church. George and I pray that you all have a blessed 
Congress filled with love for the legacy of our Orthodox 
heritage, renewal of spirit, and dedicated to defending and 
strengthening the unity of our faith.

Chrysanthy Tsakopoulos Demos
Co-Chair Clergy-Laity Congress
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Congratulations 
to the 

Archdiocese on  
100 years.

The Sofia and Angelo K.  
Tsakopoulos Family

ee

D
IA

M
O

N
D

D
IA

M
O

N
D



–236–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

The Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America  

thanks our Metropolises  

for their  

generous contributions  

to the Centennial of  

the Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America.
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CONGRATULATIONS
100 YEAR CENTENNIAL

ARCHBISHOP
ELPIDOPHOROS

LEADERSHIP TO TAKE US TO THE NEXT CENTURY
• REVITALIZING THE ARCHDIOCESE 

INTO THE 21ST CENTURY
• SAVING HELLENIC COLLEGE BY

PROVIDING THE RIGHT LEADERSHIP
WITH GEORGE CANTONIS

• ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH-A NEW SYMBOL
OF ORTHODOXY IN THE WORLD

AS WE MOVE FORWARD INTO THE NEXT
100 YEARS, WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER TO

CELEBRATE THE PAST
AND

EMBRACE THE FUTURE!

JOHN CATSIMATIDIS
VICE CHAIRMAN
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We congratulate the  
Holy Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,  

the most important Eparchy of our Mother Church  
of Constantinople, on its Centennial!

We celebrate the Consecration of  
St. Nicholas National Shrine,  

America’s Parthenon  
and America’s St. Sophia.

Archon Michael and Robin Psaros
Alexandra, Leo and Marina
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“Blessed are those who find wisdom,
    those who gain understanding,

 for she is more profitable than silver,
    and yields better returns than gold.

 She is more precious than rubies;
    nothing you desire can compare with her.

 Long life is in her right hand;
    in her left hand are riches and honor.

 Her ways are pleasant ways,
    and all her paths are peace.

 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her;
    those who hold her fast will be blessed.”

Proverbs 3:13-18
 

We have always felt that education is the  
most valuable gift one can give to  

another human being.  This enables us to fulfill our 
philosophy of life – helping others help themselves. 

 
We pray that this Centennial Journal  

will educate our faithful on all the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese has accomplished  

in its first century in America and  
inspire us all to continue striving to accomplish  

so much more in the centuries to come!

 Steve and Frosene Zeis
Asheville, NC
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SNF.org 

Legacy, 
renewal, 
and unity 

are themes worth reflecting on not 
just at this Congress, but at this 
moment in society at large. 

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) 
congratulates the Archdiocese on its 
first hundred years and is proud 
to support this opportunity to come 
together, to discuss, and to prepare 
for the next hundred. 

ΙΣΝ / SNF ΙΔΡΥΜΑ ΣΤΑΥΡΟΣ ΝΙΑΡΧΟΣ 
STAVROS NIARCHOS FOUNDATION 

επίκεντρο ο άνθρωπος 
empowering humanity 
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Real Estate Investment Sales
Financing
Research
Advisory Services MarcusMillichap.com

For over 50 years, we have partnered closely with our 
clients, fostering long-term relationships through thick 
and thin. After all, collaboration is our guiding principle, 
driving our organization every day. Now more than ever, 
our trusted advisors, with their unique combination of 
expertise and access, can help you shape your long- and 
short-term strategies to maximize returns and get more 
out of your investments.

A HISTORY OF SUCCESS
BUILT FOR THE FUTURE

CHRÓNIA POLLÁ
George, Judy and the Marcus Family
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Proudly Celebrating
100 Years as the 

Twin Pillars of Hellenism

on behalf of the entire Supreme Lodge and Board of Trustees
Jimmy Kokotas, Supreme President

PSP Nicholas A. Karacostas, Chairman
 

Celebrate with us at our 100th Annual Supreme Convention
July 17 - 22. 2022  • Orlando, Florida

AHEPA.ORG
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Congratulations on the

100th Anniversary  

of Our Archdiocese. 

Celebrating the 

Legacy, Renewal and Unity 
of Our Church!

The Spanos Family 
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SPELL FAMILY 
F O U N D A T I O N  

 
222 South Ninth Street, Suite 2800 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

612-371-9650 

bill@spellcapital.com 

www.spellcapital.com  

 

 

 

Best Wishes for a Successful 
Clergy-Laity Congress! 

 
Bill & Tiki Spell 

 

Z
E

P
H

Y
R

Z
E

P
H

Y
R



–246–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

Congratulations from our  
entire community of 

students, faculty, staff, and alumni  
on the 100th Anniversary  

of the founding of the  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese  

of America.

May God continue to bless our  
Sacred Archdiocese and our beloved  

Archbishop Elpidophoros as they  
lead us into a bright new era of growth for 
our precious Orthodox Faith in America.

Hellenic College Holy Cross  
Greek Orthodox School of Theology

Brookline, MA
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Honoring the everlasting 
ministries of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America on the 
occasion of its 100th Anniversary.

Be devoted to  
one another in love.  
Honor one another  
above yourselves.  

Never be lacking in zeal, 
 but keep your spiritual ferv0r, 

serving the Lord. 
(Romans 12:10-11)

Elaine and Jeffrey Allen
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On the historic occasion of the 100th Anniversary  
of our beloved Archdiocese, I extend to  

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,  
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros and to all the 

Metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial Synod,  
my deep respect and heartfelt congratulations. 

As we reflect upon this Centennial, I am most grateful 
to my beloved and esteemed parents of blessed memory, 
who have instilled in me the faith and traditions which 
have guided me and my beloved children throughout 

our daily lives. 

May the next 100 years be fruitful and progressive  
for our Church in America.

Respectfully,

Maria Allwin
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Congratulations on the 100th 
Anniversary of the Greek 

Orthodox Archdiocese  
of America.

Our Best Wishes,
Libby & Mike Angeliades
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In loving memory of  
Andrew & Eula/Kyriaki  

Carlos! 

Memories eternal!
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We are so blessed to have enjoyed  
100 years of Archdiocesan success.  

May the next 100 years  
bring us continued theological  

enrichment and growth.   
God bless our Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America.

Demitrios and Georgia Halakos  
and Family

Greenville, Delaware
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As we celebrate the
Centennial Anniversary of the

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
we remember, recognize and commend

the Hierarchs, Clergy and Laity
who have worked together
to establish and serve the

Greek Orthodox community.

Mary Jaharis

p

p

Proud of his Greek ancestry and humbly devoted to his Greek 
Orthodox faith, Michael Jaharis was dedicated to serving and 
supporting the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and 
the Hellenic American Community throughout his lifetime. He 
served in various lay leadership roles for over 32 years, led by 
example and offered generous support to various ministries, 
schools and initiatives to promote Hellenism and Orthodoxy 
in the USA and internationally. May his Memory be Eternal.

In Loving Memory of,  
her late husband, Michael Jaharis 

1928-2016
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We are honored to support 
 the celebration of 100 years  

of our Church in America  
in remembrance of our  

parents and grandparents  
who helped lay the foundation  

for generations to come.

May their memories be eternal.

Arthur and Denise Katsaros
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100years

We look forward with joyful hearts to 

supporting the growth of our church 

so that the next century may bring 

more people to know the love of God 

through the gift of our Orthodox 

Christian faith.

O F  O U R  B E L O V E D  A R C H D I O C E S E

Celebrating

In Christ ’s Love,
Gerry and Jeannie Ranglas
and Family

R A N C H O  S A N TA  F E ,  C A L I F O R N I A
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Congratulations to our beloved Archdiocese 
for celebrating its 100th Anniversary!

One century of service to our Greek 
Orthodox faith and to Hellenism!

It is our responsibility, under the leadership 
of our beloved Archbishop Elpidophoros,  

to reinforce the foundations of our Church in 
America for another 100 triumphant years! 
We have an obligation to do this for those 

who came before us, and also for the 
future generations!

The Tsivicos Family
Savas, Maria, Haralambos, Ellpetha 

and Evangelos
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congratulations
to our Archdiocese as we 
celebrate 100 years of Legacy, 
Renewal and Unity. We look 
forward to an even brighter future 
for the next generation of 
Greek Orthodox Christians.

Love A N D

E X P R E S S I N G  O U R 

W E  G I V Ethanks to God
for the gift of our faith 
as we joyfully celebrate this 
wonderful milestone of the 
Centennial of our Archdiocese! 

In His Love,
George and Georgia 

Valaskantjis and Family
DANA POINT, 

CALIFORNIA

In Christ’s Love,
Archon Nikiforos 
and Georgia Valaskantjis
SAN CLEMENTE, 

CALIFORNIA
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almabank.com / 718.267.ALMA (2562) 
12 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY

Michael P. Psyllos 
President & CEO, Alma Bank

WE ARE HONORED TO  
SUPPORT THE GREEK 
ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF 
AMERICA AS THEY EMBARK  
ON THE NEXT CENTURY OF 
FAITH, GROWTH AND UNITY.
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For more information visit us at www.calamos.com  

or contact JohnCalamosSr@Calamos.com.

© 2022 Calamos Investments LLC. All Rights Reserved. Calamos® and Calamos Investments® are registered trademarks of Calamos Investments LLC.      10040B 0522O

Calamos Investments Proudly Supports  
The Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek  

Orthodox Archdiocese of America

JOHN CALAMOS, SR.
Founder, Chairman  

and Global CIO

JOHN KOUDOUNIS 
President &  

Chief Executive Officer

Congratulations to the Congress 

on your Centennial Celebration 

highlighting 100 years of dedicated 

service to your communities.

Clergy-Laity Congress Ad_0522.indd   1Clergy-Laity Congress Ad_0522.indd   1 5/25/2022   11:51:59 AM5/25/2022   11:51:59 AM
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Providing Solutions │ Exceeding Expectations │ Forging Relationships

The Kokolakis Family Congratulates the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America Celebrating the 

46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress

50Want to know more?  
Visit, jkokolakis.com

DESIGN-BUILD • CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT • GENERAL CONTRACTING
PRECONSTRUCTION CONSULTING • PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

YEARS OF
EXCELLENCE

Northeast Regional Office
1500 Ocean Avenue, Suite D
Bohemia, NY 11716
631.744.6147 
integrity@jkokolakis.com

Southeast Regional Office
202 E. Center Street
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
727.942.2211 
integrity@jkokolakis.com

New York City Office
264 W. 40th Street, Suite 601
New York, NY 10018
212.563.0453 
integrity@jkokolakis.com
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“I shall remember Your Holy Name, from generation to generation.”
F R O M  T H E  S M A L L  P A R A K L E S I S

From the Golden Gate to the Golden Horn, 

the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco 
is connected to our Holy Archdiocese and Ecumenical Patriarchate

through our unwavering faith in Jesus Christ.

The Clergy, Metropolis Council, Metropolis Philoptochos, Archons and faithful give thanks to Almighty God 
for the blessings we have received from our Holy Archdiocese and Mother Church throughout the 

past century. We look forward to continuing our God-pleasing works so that the name of the Lord may 
be glorified and that His Gospel of love and peace may fill our world.

With Love in Christ,

1 0 0  Y E A R S  O F  L E G A C Y ,  R E N E W A L  A N D  U N I T Y !

X Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco

 Theofanis Economidis, Archon Ekdikos Jeannie Ranglas
 Metropolis Council Vice-President Metropolis Philoptochos President

G
O

L
D

G
O

L
D



–261–

section ix / sponsors

-

G
O

L
D

G
O

L
D



–262–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

Pam Argyris 
Irene Arsoniadis 
Stella Baker 
Demetria Bakris
Olga Bookas
Patricia Boultadakis 
Marian Catechis 
Stephanie Cha 
Presvytera Mary Christy 
Elaine Cladis 
Kathy Connell 
Stacia Counelis 
Cindy Crosson
Vickie Demos 
Helen Kocolatos Demos 
Despina Denne 
Mari Lou Diamond 
Theone Dickos
Marika Drakotos 
Martha Driscoll 
Bessie Drogaris 
Lekita Essa 
Vasilianna Fakiris 
Anne Feles 

Andrea Feles-Katsimbaris
Pamela Filutowski 
Irene Fotos
Kathy Gabriel 
Dr. Calliope J. Galatis
Patricia Gogos 
Eleni Gugliotta 
Georgia Halakos 
Christina Hiotis 
Irene Hotzoglou 
Rita Howell 
Marilynn Jemas 
Diana Jianas 
Joanne Kakoyiannis 
Georgia Kaloidis
Despina Kartson 
Efthalia Katos 
Elaine Kevgas 
Cindy Kezos
Katherine Kotsis
Eugenia Kourlos 
Betty Lantz 
Alexis Limberakis
Nellie Logothetides   

Argeria Logus +
Nikki Lykos 
Helen Malachias 
Sophie Mastor 
Aspasia Melis
Effie Moraitakis 
Celeste Moschos 
Theresa Nibi
Matina Pappas 
Martiza Pritsos 
Savina Prokopios-Davos 
Lila Prounis 
Helen Psaras 
Christine Psefteas 
Arianna Ranahosseini
Kassandra Romas 
Diane Saphos 
Georgia Sarlas  
Vickie Scaljon 
Evangeline Mekras
Scurtis 
Irene Sellas 
Katherine G. Siavelis 
Maria Skiadas 

Ourania Soumas 
Carol Stamas +
Eleni Stamboulidis 
Joanne Stavrakas 
Maria Stavropoulos 
Irene Stefanakos
Martha Stefanidakis 
Irene Steffas 
Crystal Thomas 
Andrea Tiggas 
Evellyn Tsiadis 
Kalli Tsitsipas 
Julie Vagelos 
Evanthia Valassiades 
Barbara Vittas 
Georgia Vlitas 
Sharon Whitman 
Lisa Xanthos
Margaret Yates
Sofia Zachariadis 
Christine Zeppos 
Elaine Zetes
Chrissy Zografos 
Billie Zumo

National Philoptochos Board
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
National President - Arlene Siavelis Kehl    
First Vice President- Jeannie Ranglas
Second Vice President- Anita Kartalopoulos
Third Vice President- Stella Pantelidis
Secretary- Philippa Condakes
Treasurer- Barbara Pasalis
Assistant Treasurer- Harriet Stoukas
Past National President/ Advisor- Maria Logus, Esq.
Protocol Officer- Aphrodite Skeadas
Parliamentarian- Valine Georgeson
Legal Advisor- Pamela Kakos Weinroth

"Then we your people, and the flock of your pasture, will give you thanks forever. 
From generation to generation we will proclaim your praise."  

 

Psalm 79:13
 

The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc.
 

Dedicated to serving those in need, we give thanks and praise to the Lord
for the 100 years of our Holy Archdiocese and look forward 

to the next century of its blessed ministry.
 

  
CHAIRMAN 

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America
 

SPIRITUAL ADVISOR 
His Grace Bishop Athenagoras of Nazianzos

  

 
DIRECT ARCHDIOCESAN DISTRICT 
AND METROPOLIS PRESIDENTS
Direct Archdiocesan District- Jennifer Constantin
Metropolis of Boston- Athena Kaylvas
Metropolis of Denver- Stella Piches
Metropolis of Atlanta- Irene Politis
Metropolis of Detroit- Debbie George
Metropolis of Pittsburgh- Despina Sarantopoulou
Metropolis of San Francisco- Jeannie Ranglas
Metropolis of New Jersey- Eleni Constantinides
Metropolis of Chicago- Marilyn Tzakis

HONORARY NATIONAL PRESIDENTS
Maria Logus, Esq.

Aphrodite Skeadas
Georgia Skeadas

 
HONORARY NATIONAL SISTERHOOD 

OF PRESVYTERES PRESIDENT
Presvytera Nicole Keares
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The Clergy and Parishioners of the 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation 

and the Ypapanti Ladies Philoptochos Chapter 
in Atlanta, Georgia, thank our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ for granting our Archdiocese many blessings 

on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary and the 
convening of the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress. 

May the next 100 years be equally blessed.

Faithfully in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis
Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars

Ms. Voula Giannakopoulos, Parish Council President
Mrs. Dina Cook, Philoptochos President
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With heartfelt joy and gladness, we congratulate 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
on this, the historic occasion of the 100-year 

Anniversary of its founding, a cause of 
celebration for world Orthodoxy. 

May the Archdiocese forever stand as a 
venerable, divine, luminous and sacred 

institution that wells up streams of grace, 
gushes rivers of miracles, and grants healings 

unto the faithful for generations to come. In unity 
and love, may it always prosper and grow in 

its sacred witness to the world. 

The Clergy, Parish Council and Congregation of 
Saint Sophia Cathedral 

Washington, DC.
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Rev. Protopresbyter Elias G. Villis 
Chancellor of the Archdiocesan District 

Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Presbytera Melanie T. Villis 

 
Rev. Presbyter George N. Hazlaris 
Presbytera Arah-Maria C. Hazlaris 

 
Grigorios A. Alexopoulos 
Parish Council President 

 

The Greek Orthodox 
Church of Our Saviour 

Rye, New York  
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that 

you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an 
abundance for every good work.  

2 Corinthians 9:8 
 

The Church of Our Saviour prays for the continued blessings 
and guidance of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

on its centennial anniversary. 

G
O

L
D

G
O

L
D



–268–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

Whatever you do, do with your whole 
heart ... You are serving the Lord Christ.

Colossians 3:23-24 

Holy Resurrection 
Greek Orthodox Church of Brookville, NY 

wishes to extend our heartfelt congratulations to 

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America 

on the occasion of the Centennial Celebration of the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

 

May the Lord inspire and bless our entire 

Archdiocese, her clergy, her faithful, and all 

of her communities to continue to share the truth 

of Jesus Christ and offer comfort and healing to those 

in need as it commences the next 100 years  

in the service of Christ’s people. 
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Celebrating the 
One Hundredth Anniversary of the  

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church  
Westfield, New Jersey

Established 1966

 S

 S

G
O

L
D

G
O

L
D



–270–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

CONGRATULATIONS 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

Leading 100 YEARS of Orthodoxy
IN AMERICA 

1922 2022

CONGRATULATIONS 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

Leading 100 YEARS of Orthodoxy
IN AMERICA 

1922 2022

CONGRATULATIONS 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

Leading 100 YEARS of Orthodoxy
IN AMERICA 

1922 2022

Rev. Father Patric Legato, Proistamenos

Website: www.stsophiaalbany.org

20221922

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0192  •  Telephone: (212) 570-3511  •  Fax: (212) 570-3592
Email: archbishopoffice@goarch.org  •  Web Site: www.goarch.org

July 2, 2022 

Beloved members of the Sacred Archdiocese of America, 

As I welcome you to the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress in this centennial year of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America — the premier Eparchy of the Mother Church of 
Constantinople — I commend this prophetic utterance to you all: 

Ἔσται γὰρ ὀ νέος ἐκατὸν ἐτῶν… 
For the young person shall be one hundred years old… (Isaiah 65:20) 

We are indeed celebrating the centenary of the Archdiocese as a ‘young person who is 
one hundred years old.’ We are a vital, healthy and vigorous Church with untapped strengths, 
as well as a faithful and beloved community of devotion. The history of our communities in 
America is a tale of inspiration and success. But let no one say that our best days are behind 
us! Truly, these past one hundred years — and in the case of many communities, more than 
one hundred — have seen tremendous advancements and accomplishments, but there are 
many more yet to come. 

This Clergy-Laity Congress is a wondrous opportunity to share our stories and reflect 
on our common legacy. The emergence of the Greek Orthodox Church in America is a narrative 
of tremendous courage, incredibly hard work and dedication to the future. Our celebration of 
those spiritual giants — both clergy and lay — who came before us and upon whose 
shoulders we stand, will renew our spirits. 

And with such renewal, let us spread our wings and fly toward the future as one holy 
flock. Our unity in Christ is the key to our success for the next one hundred years. May we all 
affirm our oneness as this God-protected Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate — the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Long may we stand shoulder to shoulder as brethren in 
oneness of heart and mind, through the grace and love of God. Amen! 

With much paternal love in Christ, 

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0192  •  Telephone: (212) 570-3511  •  Fax: (212) 570-3592
Email: archbishopoffice@goarch.org  •  Web Site: www.goarch.org

July 2, 2022 

Beloved members of the Sacred Archdiocese of America, 

As I welcome you to the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress in this centennial year of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America — the premier Eparchy of the Mother Church of 
Constantinople — I commend this prophetic utterance to you all: 

Ἔσται γὰρ ὀ νέος ἐκατὸν ἐτῶν… 
For the young person shall be one hundred years old… (Isaiah 65:20) 

We are indeed celebrating the centenary of the Archdiocese as a ‘young person who is 
one hundred years old.’ We are a vital, healthy and vigorous Church with untapped strengths, 
as well as a faithful and beloved community of devotion. The history of our communities in 
America is a tale of inspiration and success. But let no one say that our best days are behind 
us! Truly, these past one hundred years — and in the case of many communities, more than 
one hundred — have seen tremendous advancements and accomplishments, but there are 
many more yet to come. 

This Clergy-Laity Congress is a wondrous opportunity to share our stories and reflect 
on our common legacy. The emergence of the Greek Orthodox Church in America is a narrative 
of tremendous courage, incredibly hard work and dedication to the future. Our celebration of 
those spiritual giants — both clergy and lay — who came before us and upon whose 
shoulders we stand, will renew our spirits. 

And with such renewal, let us spread our wings and fly toward the future as one holy 
flock. Our unity in Christ is the key to our success for the next one hundred years. May we all 
affirm our oneness as this God-protected Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate — the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Long may we stand shoulder to shoulder as brethren in 
oneness of heart and mind, through the grace and love of God. Amen! 

With much paternal love in Christ, 

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 

ArchdiocesAn district
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Leon and Robyn Andris  
and the entire 

Metropolis of New Jersey 
family celebrate  

all the Stewards, past 
and present, that 

guided our blessed  
Archdiocese through its  

100-year history.  

May God bless them all!
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Congratulations to the Clergy-Laity Congress,  
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros  
for his leadership and all those protecting  

and defending our Lord’s Home. 

With humble love, 

Jimmy and Eleni Bousis
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James and Stephanie Clark
wish to extend our heartfelt  

congratulations to

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros  
of America and all of the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
on the occasion of the 

Centennial Celebration of our Archdiocese!

May the Lord inspire and bless 
our entire Archdiocese,

as it commences the next
100 years.
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With Heartfelt Congratulations 
on the Centennial Anniversary of 

Our Beloved Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America! 

May We Continue to Grow 
in Faith and Love Together 

in the Years Ahead!

Dr. Kenneth A. and  
Mrs. Arlene Siavelis Kehl

and
Katherine G. Siavelis
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Congratulations  
On The First  
100 Years!

William and Terri  
Kuchulis

G
O

L
D

G
O

L
D



–277–

section ix / sponsors

Wishing Many More Years to our  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America!

Peter & Vicky Palivos
& Family

Henderson, Nevada
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Q

Maria Pappas & family

Church of Our Saviour
Rye, NY

Celebrating 100 Years!
What a wonderful milestone 
to celebrate as we reflect on 

how far we've come!
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Congratulations to the Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America on this centennial 

 milestone of  Orthodox Christianity
 in the United States!  

Wishing future generations of Greek Orthodox 
Christians a spirited, dynamic future!

The Raptis Family 
Kosta, Niki, Ari, Maria, 

Sophia, Peter and Kostaki
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Congratulations as the Centennial of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 

America is celebrated. 
We offer our heartfelt wishes to our 

community and to those who  
faithfully serve the Church.

May the next 100 years be blessed by 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Aphrodite and Peter Skeadas
Greenwich, Connecticut
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to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America celebrating 100 years in the 

United States of America and to the next 
100 years of success in preserving and 
promoting Orthodoxy and Hellenism in 

the United States and beyond.

Congratulations and best wishes

The Soussou Family
Stavro, Audrey (Argiro),  

George, Thomas,  
Elpitha and Stephen (Stephanos)
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Congratulations
and Best Wishes

to the Clergy-Laity Congress

Galaxy  
General Contracting Corp.

Steve and Angela Zervoudis
and Family
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AHEPA 371 ΩΩMEGA Chapter in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 PROUD AHEPA CHAPTER TO SUPPORT BOTH 
                             

                                        ***FFOOUUNNDDEERR  ******  
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We congratulate our  
Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America  
on 100 years  

and pray for its  
continued success.  
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With praise and thanksgiving to God  
we gather to joyfully celebrate 

THE CCEENNTTEENNNNIIAALL OF OUR HOLY ARCHDIOCESE 
May God Bless and Continually Uplift our Leaders  

in Wisdom, Knowledge, Grace and Anointing 
 
 
 
 
 

With Joy and Harmony we also 
CELEBRATE 9900  YYEEAARRSS OF SERVICE AND PHILANTHROPY 

Let us Continue the Legacy of Philoptochos 
 as we Embrace the Future Together

ARCHDIOCESAN DISTRICT PHILOPTOCHOS 
2021-2023

Elizabeth Ann Jackson  
Church of the Archangels, Stamford, CT   
Despina Kartson  
Holy Trinity, New Rochelle, NY   
Dr. Claudia Mitzeliotis  
Holy Cross, Brooklyn, NY  
Catherine Moutoussis  
Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, NYC  
Maria N. Sakalis, Esq. 
Annunciation, New York, NY  
Kathy Staten 
Church of Our Saviour, Rye, NY  
Despina Taiyanides  
St. George, Norwalk, CT   
Bessie Ziozis  
Archangel Michael Church, Port Washington, NY  
Chrisoula Orginos-Zografos  
Church of the Holy Resurrection, Brookville, NY  
Maria Zolotas 
St. Nicholas, Flushing, NY 

Jennifer Constantin, PRESIDENT  
Church of Our Saviour, Rye, NY  
Irene Hotzoglou, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT  
St. Nicholas, Flushing, NY  
Vasilianna Fakiris, SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT  
Church of the Holy Resurrection, Brookville, NY  
Alexandra Tsiatis, TREASURER 
St. Nicholas, Flushing, NY   
Bia George, ASSISTANT TREASURER  
Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, NYC  
Christine Balidis, RECORDING SECRETARY  
Church of Our Saviour, Rye, NY  
Cathy Chrestatos, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  
Holy Trinity, Hicksville, NY  
Athina Beaury  
Church of the Holy Resurrection, Brookville, NY  
Kathy Boulukos  
St. Paul Cathedral, Hempstead, NY  
Lydia Vagelos-Callimanis  
St. Spyridon, New York, NY  
Mary I. Demas 
Panaghia of Island Park, NY
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100 Years of Faith and Vision
As the mantle of spiritual responsibility 

has now been passed to us, let us accept it 
with the same pride and honor with which 

our forefathers built these very foundations.
Congratulations and to the next 100 Years!

Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Saint Paul
Hempstead, NY 

Reverend Christopher Constantinides
Proistamenos

Mrs. Frances T. Lutfy, Esq.
Parish Council President
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“Your hands made and fashioned me;  
Instruct me, and I will learn Your commandments.” 

(Psalms 118:74)

Church of the Holy Cross
Belmont, California

Parish Council
James P. Smith, President
Philip Louridas, Treasurer
Mark Rowen, Vice President
Mark Phillips, Secretary
Konstantine Buhler
Christopher Canellos
Nick Costouros
Tassos Gianakakos

David Heller
Dima Khoury
Peter Kolotouros
Terry Markou 
Tom Mavrakakis
Ross Ritterman
Anastacia Stamates
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Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church
8401 Ridge Boulevard • Brooklyn, NY 11209

The     oly Cross Community of Brooklyn
congratulates the

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
on its Centennial Celebration.

It has been an honor for our community
to have served alongside 

for the past 56 Years,
bringing Orthodoxy and     ellenism to  

the people of Brooklyn, New York.

We pray for another 100 blessed Years of
service to our Lord and     is Church.
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“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock, I will build my Church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it.” 
(Matthew 16,18)

On behalf of 
Kimisis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church

Brooklyn, New York
Celebrating its 90th Anniversary

We extend our heartfelt congratulations on 
the Centennial Anniversary of our beloved 

Holy Archdiocese of America.

May the Lord’s blessings continue to shine upon
 His Eminence Archbishop ELPIDOPHOROS,

the Hierarchs, the Staff, and its Institutions 
for many more years of success to come.
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BEST WISHES! 

from
Father Kosmas,  

the Parish Council,
the Philoptochos  

and all the Parishioners at
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church 

in Annapolis, MD!

p p
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CONGRATULATIONS
ON THE CENTENNIAL OF THE

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
1922-2022

 

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
MEDIA, PENNSYLVANIA

 

Rev. Protopresbyter Anastasios Bourantas, Parish Priest
Demetrios Psihalinos, Parish Council President

And the Esteemed Members of the St. George Parish Council
Sonya Bohmann, Sunday School Director

Paraskevi “Peggy” Galiatsatos, Philoptochos President
Margarita Lambardakis, GOYA President
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The Clergy, Parish Council and faithful of 
Saint Mark Church rejoice in the Centennial Celebration 

of our Archdiocese. May our Lord continue to 
bless our Archdiocese as we, together, spread the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to America. 

Saint Mark Greek Orthodox Church
2100 Yamato Road, Boca Raton, Florida

saintmarkboca.net
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St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
and the 

St. Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society
of Troy, Michigan in 

the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit 
 

congratulate the 

Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America

 
 

on the occasion of its
Centennial Anniversary.

SI
L

V
E

R
SI

L
V

E
R



–295–

section ix / sponsors

 TO OUR GREEK ORTHODOX 
ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 

ON ITS MOST GLORIOUS CENTENNIAL

Congratulations

SAINT THOMAS 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

OF CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY

From your

V. Rev. Archimandrite Avgoustinos Psomas, Proistamenos
 

George G. Horiates, President
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i i

i i

The Cantonis Family

in loving memory of
Michael G. and Anastasia Cantonis

Congratulations on the  
100th Anniversary of
the founding of the  

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America!
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Joan Caras 
& 

Family

In Loving Memory of

Chris William Caras
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James Eleopoulos, 
my wife Mary Eleopoulos, 

sons Eleas, Nicholas,  
Alexander and Adonis 

wish Panagia’s blessing on
the Centennial Anniversary 

and the 46th Biennial 
Clergy-Laity Congress!

Legacy • Renewal • Unity

8 8 8 8 8 8 8

8 8 8 8 8 8 8
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May the next century be even more blessed 

so that our faith and heritage can continue to 

grow and prosper for generations to come.

With Love in the Lord, Archon Isidoros 
and Maria Garifalakis
VA N C O U V E R ,  WA S H I N G T O N

I T  I S  W I T H joy
A N D love
T HAT  W E  J O I N  I N  T H E 

C E L E B R AT I O N 
O F  T H E  C E N T E N N IA L  O F  T H E 
G R E E K  O RT H O D OX  A R C H D I O C E S E 
O F  A M E R I C A .
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dc

Congratulations on 
the Centennial of our  

Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America!

Stavros & Vivi Haviaras
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O Lord, we love the habitation of Your house 
and the place where Your glory dwells.   

Psalms 26:8

We give thanks for the blessings of the past and  
look forward to the future. 

We thank those who responded to God’s call to  
establish the Greek Orthodox Church in America.  

Their inspired faith, deep love for the Lord, steadfastness and 
sacrifices have brought us to this glorious 

Centennial of our Archdiocese. 

We rejoice over this milestone, and we look forward,  
confident that future generations will follow in the footsteps  

of those who have gone before us.

We fervently pray that our Greek Orthodox Church in America 
continues its blessed ministry and mission... 

proceeding from glory to glory, just as from the Lord. 
2 Corinthians 3:18

Dr. Stamatios Kartalopoulos,  
Archon Exarchos and 

Anita B. Kartalopoulos, Esq.
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Congratulations on the  
Centennial Anniversary of the

GREEK ORTHODOX
ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

and for its mission to protect,
preserve and grow the

Greek Orthodox Faith and
Hellenic Culture.

With God’s Blessings for  
a peaceful world,

The Kontos Family
Steve, Nancy, Erica, Demi  

and Evripides
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Congratulations to the  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America  

on your Centennial celebration and  
to the Clergy-Laity Congress  

on another successful conference.

The Mantikas Family

Elizabeth and Kostantinos
Elaine, George, Jerry, Kosta and Christian

Calliope, Erik and Luka
John Luke 

Paige 

“For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting;  
and His truth endureth to all generations.”

-Psalm 100:5
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As we celebrate this momentous  
Centennial Anniversary of  

our Archdiocese of America,  
we pray that the presence  

of our Lord continues 
to guide us in all we do in our 

ministry and beyond.

James & Stella 
Pantelidis

h
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Congratulations and 
Looking Forward  

to the Next  
100 Years!

TENEDIOS FAMILY
Englewood Cliffs, NJ
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A Call to Praise  
& Thanksgiving 

for the Lord's  
Love Endures Forever.

~NKJ Psalm 117 (118)

Tsakalos Family
Baltimore, MD

p p
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We join in commemorating the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America at its Centennial, 1922-2022, on this 46th Biennial Clergy-
Laity Congress of July 4, 2022, in New York City. 

As Greek Orthodox Christians we, along with our forebears in 
America, have been beneficiaries of the good graces and ministries 
of our beloved Archdiocese for our collective lifetime. 

Our values as a family and as citizens of this great country have 
rested on the foundation of our Faith and Heritage as conveyed by 
the education and spiritual formation provided by the Church and its 
Clergy, wherever we lived as individuals and as a family.

We are honored to be a part of this historic Celebration and Congress 
and convey our commitment and respect to our Spiritual Leaders, 
His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, and all the Metropolitans of 
the Holy Eparchial Synod. 

Argyris Vassiliou,  
Centennial National Chairman, 

and Ann, Nicholas and Alexandra Vassiliou
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F O U N D A T I O N

Appeal of Conscience Foundation celebrates the historic 
Centennial of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 

America and reaffirms our longstanding partnership and 
cooperation on behalf of religious freedom,  

human rights and peaceful coexistence.

We value our international cooperation with  
His All-Holiness Bartholomew and the dedication and 
leadership of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
who like his predecessors, Archbishops Iakovos and 

Demetrios, have served with distinction as Trustees of  
our interfaith foundation. 

 
May Archbishop Elpidophoros lead the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America from strength to strength  
into the next Centennial.

Elisabeth joins me in congratulating the entire  
Greek Orthodox community. 

Rabbi Arthur Schneier
President and Founder

Appeal of Conscience Foundation
Athenagoras Human Rights Awardee (2008)

SI
L

V
E

R
SI

L
V

E
R



–309–

section ix / sponsors

We Congratulate 
The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of America on Their 
100th Year Anniversary!

 
Thank You to the 46th Biennial  
Clergy-Laity Congress of the  

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Pan-Brothers Associates, Inc.
Peter, George & James Pantelidis

 
14 West 23rd Street

New York, New York, 10010
Tel: (212) 255-2000   Fax: (212) 206-8868

info@panbrothers.com
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Now this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall 

celebrate it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your 
generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent ordinance.      

EExxoodduuss  1122::1144 
 

The Ladies of the Metropolis of New Jersey Philoptochos 
Board join all the faithful in celebrating this historic 

milestone in the life of the 
Holy Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

 
Eleni Constantinides, President 

Alexis Limberakis, 1st Vice President 
Stella Wacker, 2nd Vice President 

Diane Saphos, Treasurer 
Patricia Karounos, Assistant Treasurer 

Elaine Sackleh, Recording Secretary 
Theodora Portelos, Corresponding Secretary 

Bessie Drogaris, Advisor to the Board 

PH

ILOPTOCHO
S

P
h

ilan
thropy • Fellowship • Faith in

 A
ct
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“I know those  
whom I have chosen.”

John 13:18

Greek Orthodox  
Retired Clergy  

Association of America
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The National Sisterhood of Presvyteres rejoices 
in the Centennial celebration of our Archdiocese!

The purpose of The National Sisterhood of Presvyteres is to:
Promote the spirit of Christian love among the Presvyteres of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Provide opportunities for Presvyteres to get acquainted with one another.
Meet periodically to discuss mutual concerns and to develop programs for outreach. 

The 2020 - 2022 Executive Board & Representatives
Nicole Keares

President

Emily Young
Metropolis of Atlanta

Kassiani Callos
Metropolis of Pittsburgh

Val Kouldukis
Metropolis of San Francisco

Goldie Doukas
Retired Presvyteres

Cindy Paleologos
Retired Presvyteres

Eileen Sedor
Widowed Presvyteres

Eleni Christakos
Metropolis of Boston

Maria Sarolas
Metropolis of Chicago

Dianna Kazakis
Direct Archdiocesan District

Kandy Haby
Metropolis of Denver

Jenny Legakis
Metropolis of Detroit

Patricia Artemas
Metropolis of New Jersey

Mary Christy
Vice President

Stephanie Thomas
Treasurer

Stephanie Gill
Corresponding Secretary

Maria Sarolas
Recording Secretary

Pauline Pavlakos
Past President/Advisor

November 2021 Priests and Presvyteres Luncheon with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
Photo: GOA/Dimitrios Panagos
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Celebrating the Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America’s 100 years!

Celebrating Saint Basil Academy’s 78 years!
Axios and Many Years to His Eminence

Archbishop ELPIDOPHOROS of America 
on the third anniversary of his enthronement  

as our shepherd!

We teach, we heal, and bring the Light of Christ to young lives!

Saint Basil Academy  
Board of Trustees, Children and Staff

79 Saint Basils Road, Garrison, NY 10524
(845) 424-3500 • www.sbagoa.org
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ST. MICHAEL’S IS HONORED AND PLEASEDST. MICHAEL’S IS HONORED AND PLEASED to be part of the celebration   to be part of the celebration  
of the Centennial Anniversary of our beloved Holy Archdiocese of America.of the Centennial Anniversary of our beloved Holy Archdiocese of America.  
As we mark this joyous milestone, the Home has embarked upon an exciting and monumental  

relocation and expansion project which will greatly expand the number of residents the facility 

will be able to accommodate and more importantly, the levels of licensed care it will offer.   

Since 1958, St. Michael’s stands as a tangible and critically-needed sacred ministry to the 

elderly which is the fastest growing segment of the population in the United States. As one of Her 

institutions and national ministries, the Archdiocese and Her faithful can take great pride in the 

work of the Home which is one of the jewels in the crown of the Church of America.

May the next 100 years in the life of the Archdiocese of America be abundantly blessed and 

may the Lord enable His Church to continue to go “from glory to glory” for the edification and 

sanctification of His faithful people and the glory of His Holy Name. St. Michael’s looks forward 

to being an integral part of this next chapter in the glorious life and history of the Archdiocese!

SA I N T M I C H A E L’S  HOME
Q U A L I T Y  C A R E  f o r  t h e  E l d e r l y  

3 LEHMAN TERRACE, YONKERS, NY 10705   914.327.3066   

www.stmichaelshomeuniondale.org   development@stmichaelshome.org

3  L E H M A N  T E R R A C E ,  Y O N K E R S ,  N Y  1 0 7 0 5   9 1 4 . 3 2 7 . 3 0 6 6   3  L E H M A N  T E R R A C E ,  Y O N K E R S ,  N Y  1 0 7 0 5   9 1 4 . 3 2 7 . 3 0 6 6   

w w w. s t m i c h a e l s h o m e u n i o n d a l e . o r g   d e v e l o p m e n t @ s t m i c h a e l s h o m e . o r gw w w. s t m i c h a e l s h o m e u n i o n d a l e . o r g   d e v e l o p m e n t @ s t m i c h a e l s h o m e . o r g

Building for theFuture�
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SStt..  PPhhoottiiooss  GGrreeeekk  OOrrtthhooddooxx  NNaattiioonnaall  SShhrriinnee  
41 St. George Street  

St. Augustine, Florida 32084 
904.829.8205 • www.stphotios.org 

BBiisshhoopp  DDeemmeettrriiooss  ooff  MMookkiissssooss,,  HHiieerraarrcchhaall  PPrrooiissttaammeennooss  
PPoolleexxeennii  MMaaoouurriiss  HHiilllliieerr,,  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  DDiirreeccttoorr  

TThhee  TTrruusstteeeess  ooff  tthhee  SStt..  PPhhoottiiooss  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  IInncc..  
aanndd  TThhee  MMeemmbbeerrss  ooff  TThhee  FFrriieennddss  PPrrooggrraamm    

ooff  tthhee  
SStt..  PPhhoottiiooss  GGrreeeekk  OOrrtthhooddooxx  NNaattiioonnaall  SShhrriinnee  

JJooiinn  iinn  tthhee  CCeenntteennnniiaall  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  
GGrreeeekk  OOrrtthhooddooxx  AArrcchhddiioocceessee  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa    
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His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston
Reverend Father Thomas Chininis

The Members of the Parish Council
and the Faithful of the 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
of New England

Boston, MA

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the 
Holy Archdiocese of America, 

we thank our Lord for blessing us with the 
inspired and faithful leadership of both clergy 
and laity who have guided the Church into the 

twenty-first century providing for the faithful religious, 
educational, and cultural ministries and opportunities.
May the Holy Spirit continue to guide and direct the 

Church and her faithful in America.
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Extending our love and support  
from the  

Annunciation Cathedral of San Francisco

Congratulations  
on 100 years  

to our Archdiocese! 
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Annunciation  
Greek Orthodox Cathedral

Houston, Texas  

Congratulations on the  
100th Anniversary of our  

Holy Archdiocese  
and best wishes  

for the next 100 years.
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Celebrating the Centennial 
of our 

Holy Archdiocese of America 
May our Good and Loving God continue to bestow His 

perfect Grace upon our beloved Hierarchs, Clergy and Laity 
for the next 100 years and to the ages of ages. 

 

 

 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

1200 Allen Toussaint Boulevard 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Founded in 1864 
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The Clergy and Laity of  
Holy Trinity Cathedral  

in Charlotte, North Carolina  
Extend our Warm Wishes and Congratulations  

to Our Holy Archdiocese on 
100 Years of Ministry. 

ΑΞΙΟΣ!
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Congratulations to all of the Delegates attending  
the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress  

celebrating the Centennial 
of our Holy Archdiocese!

Greek Orthodox Church of Greater Salt Lake
Holy Trinity Cathedral/Prophet Elias Church

V. Rev. Archimandrite George Nikas, Cathedral Dean 
Rev. Presbyter Patrick O'Rourke, Assistant Priest 

George Karahalios, 
Parish Council President
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In the spring of 1913 a small group of Greeks 
decided to organize the first Greek Orthodox 
Community in Brooklyn. By August of the same 
year they started holding services in a small 
church on Johnson and Lawrence Streets. That 
was just the beginning. The members of the 
community wanted more. They joined their 
resources, collecting donations from all parts of 
the United States ranging from a few pennies to 
one hundred dollars, and acquired the property 
where our church is today on Schermerhorn 
Street. On April 16, 1916, the cornerstone of the 
Saints Constantine and Helen Church was laid 
at 64 Schermerhorn Street.

A few years later, in 1922, the growing Saint 
Constantine community purchased an adjacent 
building on State Street. This building was used 
to provide an afternoon school for its youth and 
a Community Center for its many functions.

By 1929, the afternoon Greek program had 
begun to attract children from Manhattan, 
Flatbush, Nostrand, Bay Ridge and other 
surrounding neighborhoods. The roster, which 
documents the names of our early students, 
their parents and educators, is maintained 
among other valuable archives in our church.

The number of Greeks in Brooklyn kept 
increasing and the eagerness of the hardworking 
parishioners to provide the best possible 
education for their children within a Greek 
environment made the dream of a day school an 
ever-pressing need. A new campaign to collect 
funds started and, with generous donations, the 
doors of the brand-new school opened in the 
fall of 1963. Named after its primary benefactor, 
Argyrios Fantis, the A. Fantis Parochial School 
was immediately filled with Greek-American 

Saints Constantine and Helen Historic Cathedral
Brooklyn Heights, New York, Founded 1913

children who would spend their full day 
learning and growing while strengthening their 
Greek identity.

The church building, which had already been 
expanded in 1946, was renovated again and 
rededicated in 1960. A true Byzantine Church 
with valuable icons, many by the famous 
iconographer Constantinos Yioussis, Saints 
Constantine and Helen became Brooklyn’s 
Cathedral in June 1966 by His Eminence 
Archbishop Iakovos, at the same time the 
community celebrated the graduation of the 
first eighth grade class of the A. Fantis School. 

Saints Constantine and Helen Cathedral and 
the A. Fantis School have become the center 
of Hellenism in Brooklyn and are visited by 
many dignitaries from Greece, Cyprus and the 
United States.
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TThhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  SSaaiinnttss  CCoonnssttaannttiinnee  aanndd  HHeelleenn  GGrreeeekk    
  
OOrrtthhooddooxx  CCaatthheeddrraall  iinn  RRiicchhmmoonndd,,  VViirrggiinniiaa,,  
  
CCoonnggrraattuullaattee  oouurr  AArrcchhddiioocceessee  oonn  iittss  110000tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  
  
SSeerrvviinngg  GGrreeeekk  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa..  
  
WWee  aarree  hhoonnoorreedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhddiioocceessee  
  
FFrroomm  iittss  iinncceeppttiioonn  aanndd  ttoo  bbee  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  iittss  oonnggooiinngg  mmiinniissttrryy  
  
TToo  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy..    
  
MMaayy  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  GGrraaccee  tthhee  AArrcchhddiioocceessaann  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  aanndd    
  
MMiinniissttrriieess  aass  wwee  eenntteerr  tthhee  nneexxtt  cceennttuurryy  uunnddeerr  iittss  gguuiiddaannccee..  
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St. George  Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral in Hartford 
was founded in June of 
1931, when the leaders of 
two predecessor parishes, 
divided by Greek politics 
in the 1920s, responded to 
Archbishop Athenagoras’s 
arrival in the United States 
by unifying. Worship be-
gan in July at a rented Bap-
tist Church on Jefferson Street. Most parishioners lived within a few blocks. The 
community purchased the building in 1934 and slowly renovated. The 1940s were 
a golden period at St. George, when it was led by three achimandrites who became 
great leaders of world Orthodoxy and Hellenism. The first was Father Iakovos Cou-
couzes, proiestamenos from 1940 to 1942 and later Archbishop of North and South 
America for many decades. The second was Father Ezekiel Tsoukoulas, 1941-43, 
later Archbishop of Australia, and finally Father Makarios Kykkotis, 1946-47, who 
later served as the head of the Church of Cyprus and president of the Cypriot state. 
After World War II, growth continued. In 1950, the church purchased land for a 
new church on the southern border of Hartford, where many parishioners then lived. 
The new St. George on Fairfield Avenue was joyfully consecrated by Archbishop 
Iakovos in 1968. In the following decades, the expansion of ministries continued, 
reaching outward and relying on the deep faith and willing collaboration of our 
community and its priests and lay leaders. St. George now serves a far-flung con-
gregation embracing the metropolitan area. Loyal to its heritage, St. George is also 
now a beacon to other Orthodox peoples and to those who seek our faith. It remains 
committed and grateful to the Holy Archdiocese and to our bishops in Constantino-
ple and in America.

The faithful people of St. George Cathedral,
Parish Council President, Andrew Andrews,

The Rev. Dr. George Zugravu, Dean

We Glorify God on the Centennial of 
our Holy Archdiocese
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THE CATHEDRAL
OF

ST. JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN 
Tenafly, NJ

Celebrates the Centennial

MAY GOD BLESS US ALL! 

† REV. FR. ANGELO ARTEMAS, PROISTAMENOS

PARISH COUNCIL

President Stephen E. Ferranti

1st Vice President Vickie Rokkos

2nd Vice President Elaina Charas

Treasurer Themostikis Zacharatos

Assistant Treasurer Peter Petrikios

Secretary Sean Callahan

Assistant Secretary George Tsougarakis

Past President Aris Chicles

MEMBERS

Michael Camarinos

Spiro Dongaris

Steven Galiotos

Stavros Kamilaris

Peter Lallos

Marinos Lilikas

Jerry Makris

Matthew Nicholas

George Papas

Phillip Philliou

Charles Pialtos

Elaine Poulos

Dennis Preis

Stavro Soussou

George Staphos

Andreas Zigouras
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Saint Sophia Cathedral
Los Angeles, California

May God Bless our Archdiocese
May Our Most Holy Theotokos Protect Us All….

Saint Sophia Cathedral
Los Angeles, California

May God Bless our Archdiocese
Most Holy Theotokos  
Protect Us All...
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Congratulations and Blessings to the  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America  
for Serving the Greek Orthodox Faithful  

of the Americas for 100 Years!

From the parish family of
All Saints Greek Orthodox Church

in Weirton, West Virginia,
host to the Apostolic Visit of

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
on October 27, 2021.
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In 1910 the Annunciation Greek Orthodox 
parish in Kansas City was founded, and a 
movement began to acquire property for 

a church, a permanent place where services 
could be held, where Sunday School and 
Greek School classes could be developed 
and where other activities common to their 
heritage could be fostered. In 1912, the 
church officially opened for services. Though 
small in number, its members dedicated 
themselves to the challenge of preserving 
their heritage and faith while at the same 
time becoming a part of their newly-adopted 
country. The church was a harbinger of the 
future for its members and their families. As 
their children grew, as their economic status 
improved, and as they followed the gradual 
migration to newer neighborhoods, one fact 
became clear-their church, wherever located, 
would always be the foundation upon which 
they would build the future for generations to 
come.

In 1934, the parish was blessed by the visit of 
Archbishop Athenagoras. It was during this 
visit that he, among other things, encouraged 
us to start a local chapter of the Ladies 
Philoptochos Society, which continues to 
thrive today. The Greek Orthodox Youth of 
America (GOYA) was founded in 1951. 
Activities continued to develop through the 
ensuing years. The community flourished 
with vigor as the Choir, Sunday School 
and Greek School ministries grew.  From 
liturgical services and Greek School plays 
to Philoptochos bazaars and community 
dinners, the church witnessed the forming 
of relationships through faith, love, service 
and joy.

In 1987, the parish was deeply blessed and 
humbled to have our sanctuary consecrat-
ed by Archbishop Iakovos. Participating in 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church  
in Kansas City

the consecration was then Bishop Isaiah - now 
our beloved Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver. 
The Holy relics placed in our altar table are 
from Saints Demetrios, Haralambos and the 40 
Holy Martyrs of Mount Sinai.

The parish was originally founded by a small 
group of Greek immigrants, but today is com-
prised of individuals and families representing 
many other nationalities all witnessing to the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, striving to reflect 
His love, and living according to the principles 
and discipline of the Orthodox Church.

The Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
in Kansas City is a vibrant community of men 
and women from every background and age, 
adhering to Orthodox Christian principles 
that are concurrently Scriptural, Traditional, 
Apostolic and Eucharistic. This Church family 
continually searches for dynamic ways to serve 
the Lord, manifest the light of Christ to the 
world and try to address the needs of all of 
God’s people. At its core, the parish is a Greek 
Orthodox Christian family that faithfully comes 
together at the Divine Liturgy every Sunday to 
worship the Lord; and in this light discover the 
manner and means by which to better know 
Him and do His will.
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Congratulations to our Holy Archdiocese on its  
Centennial Anniversary. Our parish proudly shares in this  

historic milestone of the Greek Orthodox Church in America.
 

May God Almighty continue to grant our Holy Archdiocese 
many more years of fruitful ministry to the Great Church of Christ, 

its faithful, and every heavenly blessing from above to 
keep progressing from glory to glory! 

 
Chronia Polla!

 
Rev. Economos Evangelos Evangelidis, 

Pastor of the Annunciation Church of Stamford, 
Connecticut, the members of its Parish Council,  

and our entire church community!
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Our entire Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
in Winston-Salem, NC would like to extend its 

wholehearted Congratulations to its beloved Mother, 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, on the 

celebratory occasion of its centennial year!  
May the Lord always shelter our Holy and God-Saving 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese!
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WWiitthh  ggrraattiittuuddee  ttoo  tthhee  ppiioonneeeerr  ffaammiilliieess  wwhhoo  ffoouunnddeedd  oouurr  
hhiissttoorriicc  ppaarriisshh  112211  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  ccrreeaatteedd  ppaarriisshheess  aaccrroossss  

AAmmeerriiccaa  aanndd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  oouurr  AArrcchhddiioocceessee  110000  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  
aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  mmaannyy  ffaammiilliieess  wwhhoossee  ssaaccrriiffiicceess  aanndd  

ppeerrsseevveerraannccee  ssuussttaaiinneedd  oouurr  FFaaiitthh  aanndd  oouurr  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..  

WWee  hhoonnoorr  tthheeiirr  mmeemmoorryy  aanndd  rreenneeww  oouurr  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ttoo  
ccoonnttiinnuuee  ppaassssiinngg  tthhee  ffllaammee  ooff  oouurr  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhrriissttiiaann  

FFaaiitthh  aanndd  HHeelllleenniicc  HHeerriittaaggee  ttoo  ffuuttuurree  ggeenneerraattiioonnss..  

Rev. Father John L. Johns 
Parish Council,  

Ladies Philoptochos,  
Our Ministries,  

And Faithful Parishioners 

Serving Christ and the Greater Philadelphia Area Since 1901 

7921 Old York Road ● Elkins Park, PA 19027 ● 215-635-0316 ● WWW.ANNGOC.ORG 
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“I am the true vine and My Father is the vinedresser.  
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away,  

and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit…” 
(John 15: 1-2)

Glory to God!

With rejoicing hearts, we congratulate the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America on its Centennial anniversary, and offer gratitude for its 

faithful service in the Lord’s vineyard the past 100 years.
We pray our Benevolent Lord shine His guiding light on our

Archdiocese, and grant it many more years to prosper and lead for  
the glory of His Holy Name and our Holy Orthodox Church.

Rev. Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis, Ieratikos Proistamenos  
and The Parish Family of the  

Ascension of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church
Lincolnshire, Illinois

y

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–342–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

Assumption-Chicago Commemorates 
the Visionaries Who Built the Archdiocese 

and Built Our Church

1925 1938 2022

Panagia’s Home in the Heartland
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church of Chicago

Father Apostolos Georgiafentis, Proistamenos

Join us each Sunday at AssumptionChicago.org
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5

Congratulations  
To Our Beloved
Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America 
In Honor Of Its 

100 Year Centennial Anniversary!

Archangel Michael  
Greek Orthodox Church

Port Washington, NY

5
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Ο Ιερατικός Προϊστάμενος, π. Χρήστος Λ. Παππάς
Τα Μέλη του Εκκλησιαστικού Συμβουλίου

Τα Μέλη της Φιλοπτώχου
Και όλα τα Μέλη της Κοινότητας

Θείας Αναλήψεως - Fairview
Ευχόμαστε η Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή  

που εορτάζει τα 100 χρόνια από την ίδρυσή  
της να εορτάζει για Πολλά Έτη!
Και στον Αρχιεπίσκοπό μας κ.κ.  

Ελπιδοφόρον Έτη Πολλά!

Fr. Christos L. Pappas
The Members of the Parish Council
The Members of the Philoptochos

And all the Members of the Community
of the Ascension Church

in Fairview, NJ
On the 100th Anniversary, we wish our  

Holy Archdiocese and our  
Archbishop Elpidophoros  
many more blessed years!
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As we celebrate  
the centennial of our  

Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America,  

we thank God for His mercy  
and guidance, and pray for  
His continued inspiration  

into the next century.

Holy Apostles Church
Westchester, IL 
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We are extremely blessed to be a part 
of this historic celebration of 

our Holy Archdiocese. 
We pray that our Lord and Savior 

will continue to bless our clergy and 
lay leadership with strength and 
wisdom for the perpetuation of 

our Holy Orthodox Faith. 
We especially pray for our 
Archbishop Elpidophoros 

as he ushers this great eparchy 
of the Holy Mother Church 

into the next century.

Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church

Hicksville, NY
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We congratulate everyone  
who has brought our  

Holy Archdiocese to this  
Centennial Celebration!

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
New Rochelle, New York
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May our Lord  
continue to bless  

our Holy Archdiocese  
and our Parishes  

for many more years!
Holy Trinity- 
St. Nicholas 

Greek Orthodox Church 
Staten Island, NY
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We rejoice with you for 
100 YEARS of service to our Lord

Host City for the 2006 & 2016 Clergy Laity Congress -

We rejoice with you for 
100 YEARS of service to our Lord

Host City for the 2006 & 2016 Clergy Laity Congress 
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d

We Extend Our Congratulations on 
Celebrating the Centennial  

of the Archdiocese of America  
and the 46th Biennial  

Clergy-Laity Congress.

Kimisis Tis Theotokou  
Greek Orthodox Church

Holmdel, NJ

PARISH COUNCIL 2022
President: Paul Callamaras, Jr.

1st Vice-President: Nick Englisis
2nd Vice-President: Despina Small

Secretary: Debbie Mattos
Treasurer: Angelo Del Pizzo

Assistant Treasurer: Luke Loucopoulos

COUNCIL MEMBERS
 Matthew Bistrimovich Steve Bontales   
 Christina Coccaro Harry Dounis   
 Amjad Gammoh Edmund Haliotis   
 Peter Kollydas Kostas Koufidis   
 Rosanna Panagakos William Parlamis   
 Nikie Sourlis Artie Wassif 
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y

Blessings of our Lord  
upon the 100 year Centennial  

of our Archdiocese.
From the Parish Family of the 

Nativity of the Virgin Mary 
in Plymouth, Michigan
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Greek Orthodox Church  
of the Resurrection

Castro Valley, California

Congratulations on the 
Archdiocese Centennial Anniversary 

(1922-2022)
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The Very Reverend  
Ierotheos Markopoulos, 

along with the 
President Christos Daskalakis 

and the members of  
the Parish Council and  

the Sisters of Philoptochos,  
extend our warmest wishes on this 

historic Centennial Milestone.

Saints Anargyroi 
Greek Orthodox Church

New York, NY 
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The Parish of St. Andrew offers our Best Wishes  
and Congratulations as we celebrate  

the Centennial of our Archdiocese and  
the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress! 

“Legacy, Renewal, Unity.”

Rev. Dimitrios Tobias
Presiding Priest

Mark G. Poulakidas
Parish Council President

Very Rev. Simeon Johnson
Assistant Priest

Hellena K. Chrones
Philoptochos President

St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church
5649 N. Sheridan Road
Chicago, Illinois 60660

www.StAndrewOrthodox.org
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We celebrate the  
Centennial Anniversary of the  

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America  
and honor the sacrifices, diligent work  

and prayers of our ancestors  
and look forward to continuing the ministry  

of the Church into the next century.

 With love in the Risen Lord!
Rev. Fr. Peter Orfanakos and the Faithful Members  

of Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
Orange, Connecticut
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Then we, Your people, will always thank You.
We are like sheep with You as our Shepherd,

and all generations will hear us praise You. -Psalm 79:13

Born from the faith of countless immigrants and their descendants, 
the Church in America was formed to thank and honor God.

From the hearts of our founders, men and women of great faith, 
by the grace of God we have flourished.

On this Centennial Anniversary we honor that faith, hope, 
and love and pray it sustains us as we continue  
Christ’s ministry in new and countless ways.

Here’s to the next 100 years on this amazing journey of faith.

From the Community of 
Saints Constantine and Helen

Cardiff by the Sea, CA
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ΠΑΝΤΑ ΑΞΙΟI
The Saints Constantine and Helen Community of 
Washington, DC wishes His Eminence Archbishop 

Elpidophoros and the entire Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America 'MANY YEARS.'  The 

Centennial is truly a momentous occasion, and we look 
forward to many more!
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May God continue to bless and strengthen our 
Holy Archdiocese on the 100th Anniversary 

of its recognition in 1922.

Saints Constantine and Helen
Greek Orthodox Church

Newport News, Virginia

Rev. Protopresbyter George Chioros
Robert Demson
Parish Council President 

Deacon Noah Hendricks
Katherine Dermanis

Philoptochos President

Q
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St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church 

Seattle, WA

Congratulations 
on the first 100 years.

Oloi Mazi for the 
next 100 years.

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

8
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To:	

									

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Saint	George	Greek	Orthodox	Church		
New	Britain,	Connecticut	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Presiding	Priest:	The	Very	Rev.	Archimandrite	Spyridon	Chatzis	

	

A	proud	parish	of	the		
Greek	Orthodox	Archdiocese		

of	America.	
	

	

ST	GEORGE	GREEK	ORTHODOX	CHURCH	
301	W	MAIN	ST,	NEW	BRITAIN,	CT	06052-1331	�	P.O.	BOX	1753,	NEW	BRITAIN,	CT	06050-1753	

(860)	229-0055	�	NBSTGEORGE@AOL.COM	�	STGEORGENB.COM		
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100
Years

The Community and Philoptochos of 
Saint George celebrate the Centennial 

of our Archdiocese.
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The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George in Bethesda, Maryland, joins the 
Archdiocese of America in joyfully celebrating a century of Orthodox ministry, 
service and witness in the United States and, in particular, the greater Washington, 
DC region.

Beginning with its roots in 1965, the foundation of Saint George was firmly 
established with faith and hope to grow into a Spiritual home with multiple 
ministries and the participation of its faithful and supportive members. The Holy 
Spirit has, indeed, worked powerfully among us.  

All the while over the years, the Holy Archdiocese has been supportive in many 
ways, providing not only leadership but inspiration for our pastoral efforts. Saint 
George is thankful for the founding members and the clergy who have served in the 
past, and is grateful and hopeful for the future with the leadership of the faithful 
members of its Ministries, ensuring that the foundation of faith continues to stay 
strong and continue to reach new heights.

We join His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros in thanking God for many years 
of service in His vineyard and we ask the blessing of Christ the High Priest on the 
future of our God-saved Archdiocese and its parishes and institutions! 

May God grant us all many and blessed years!

On behalf of all the faithful of the Greek Orthodox Church of Saint George

Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas
Presiding Priest

Victoria Kantsios Alex    Eleni Athanasakis
Parish Council President   Philoptochos President

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, Maryland 20817
www.stgeorge.org

METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 
OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX  
ARCHDIOCESE
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Q

Congratulations
on this Important Milestone

in the Life of the Church in America

Rev. Fr. George D. Tsoukalas 
Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

Arthur M. Argeros  
Parish Council President
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Celebrating the Centennial of our 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

One generation shall commend Your works 
to another and shall declare Your mighty acts. 

Psalm 145:4

Rev. Protopresbyter Andrew Eugenis
Deacon Emanuel Tsarnas

The Parish Council
The Ladies Philoptochos Society

and the entire Community of St. George

St. George
Greek Orthodox Church

Asbury Park/Ocean, NJ

We stand on the shoulders of the brave Greek Orthodox Christians who 
left the safety of their familiar homes in order to enrich the United States 

of America with our Greek Orthodox faith and traditions.
Let us pledge to continue the work of our predecessors!
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St. Gerasimos Greek Orthodox Church,
Clergy, Parish Council and  

Ladies Philoptochos Society  

Rev. Panagiotis Papazafiropoulos
Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

153 West 105th Street, New York, NY 10025

Extend Warmest Greetings and Best 
Wishes for a successful 46th Biennial 

Clergy-Laity Congress and the Centennial 
of Our Beloved Archdiocese
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Rev. Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis, 
Protopresbyter, the Parish Council

and the faithful stewards of 
St. John the Baptist 

Greek Orthodox Church
Tampa, Florida

Offer our prayers and well wishes for a 
successful Clergy-Laity Congress.
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In honor of all of the  
Hierarchs, Priests, Deacons,  

and Laity who have served our  
Holy Archdiocese for the past  
100 years, we pray for many  

more blessed years  
of spiritual growth.  

“FORWARD IN FAITH” 

With gratitude,  
The Parish of St. John the Baptist 

Des Plaines, Illinois
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Welcome one another, therefore, 
as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God.
— Romans 15:7

from
Saint Mary’s Greek Orthodox Church

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Fr. Timothy Sas, Proistamenos
Fr. Jason Houck, Associate
Fr. John Kostas, Attached

Rev. Dr. Paul Kalina, Deacon  •  Rev. Dr. Luke Twito, Deacon
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Congratulations on  
100 years of ministry 

and service in His name!

St. Nectarios  
Greek Orthodox Church

Palatine, IL

Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q

Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–376–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

†
Greetings to all delegates of the Clergy-Laity Congress 
marking the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

For 100 years clergymen and laypeople 
have worked tirelessly with great sacrifice for the 

Glory of the Kingdom of God on earth.

May God continue to guide and protect us all 
as we chart a course for our future.

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
San Jose, California

Rev. Dr. Christopher T. Metropulos, Interim Pastor
Rev. Nebojsa Pantic, Ephimerios

The Parish Council
The Ladies Philoptochos

Faithful Parishioners
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ON BEHALF OF OUR PARISH WE GREET  
ALL THE DELEGATES OF THIS YEAR’S CONGRESS  
AND PRAY FOR THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS OF  

OUR HOLY ARCHDIOCESE.

Protopresbyter Paul C. Palesty, Pastor
Presbyter Aristidis Garinis, Economos

Peter Valasiadis, President
Larry Hotzoglou, 1st Vice President
Nicholas Zolotas, 2nd Vice President

James Athanasopoulos Nicholas Karakostas Kostas Sakarellos 
Tom Black Paul Misthos Christina Siroky 
Nicholas Donas Fotini (Tina) Metis Andrew Tsiolas     
Maria Gatanas Dean Moskos Nick Voulkoudis 
Michael Haralambous Chris Pantazis Harry Yanakis 

Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, 
let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.  

(Philippians 3:16)

Michael Giannakos, Secretary
Harris Stathopoulos, Treasurer
Victoria Tsadilas, Assistant Treasurer

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name :     SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH OF FLUSHING 

E-mail:      Parac84324@aol.com      

Phone Number:   1-718-357-4200 

Message:     Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the 
same mind.  (Philippians 3:16) 

 
ON BEHALF OF OUR PARISH WE GREET ALL THE 

DELEGATES OF THIS YEAR’S CONGRESS AND PRAY FOR 
THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS OF OUR HOLY ARCHDIOCESE 

     Protopresbyter Paul C. Palesty, Pastor 
     Presbyter Aristidis Garinis, Economos 

Peter Valasiadis ................................................................... President 
Larry Hotzoglou ................................................................. 1st Vice President 
Nicholas Zolotas ................................................................. 2nd Vice President 
Michael Giannakos. ............................................................ Secretary 
Harris Stathopoulos ............................................................ Treasurer 
Victoria Tsadilas ...................................................................... Assistant Treasurer 

James Athanasopoulos Nicholas Karakostas                         Kostas Sakarellos  
Tom Black Paul Misthos                                      Christina Siroky  
Nicholas Donas Fotini (Tina) Metis                               Andrew Tsiolas       
Maria Gatanas Dean Moskos                                     Nick Voulkoudis  

                               Michael Haralambous          Chris Pantazis                                Harry Yanakis  
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Ss Nicholas, Constantine and Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church 

 80 Laurel Avenue 
Roseland, NJ  07068 

Tel: (973) 251-2920 - Fax: (973) 251-2921  
    Email:  info@gcrmail.org 

   Website:  www.greekchurchroseland.org 
 

  
 
 
As the Archdiocese celebrates its 100-year anniversary, we pray our church continues to 
grow.  We congratulate you on this milestone!  May the Lord continue to bless the 
Archdioceses’ work in promoting the Orthodox Faith and Hellenic culture throughout the 
United States.  We pledge our full support in its mission and vision. 
                                                                                                                                            
The Ss. Nicholas, Constantine & Helen Community 
Roseland, NJ                                                                                           

 

As the Archdiocese celebrates its 100-year anniversary,  
we pray our church continues to grow. 
We congratulate you on this milestone!  

May the Lord continue to bless the work of the Archdiocese in 
promoting the Orthodox Faith and Hellenic culture throughout the 
United States. We pledge our full support in its mission and vision.

The Ss. Nicholas, Constantine & Helen Community
Roseland, NJ

Ss. Nicholas, Constantine and Helen
Greek Orthodox Church

 80 Laurel Avenue
Roseland, NJ  07068

(973) 251-2920  •  Fax (973) 251-2921 
info@gcrmail.org

www.greekchurchroseland.org
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St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church
North Royalton, Ohio

Celebrating 100 Years of Our
Beloved Archdiocese in America,

And Praying for Many More
Years To Come!

Serving the Southern Suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio since 1966, 
as part of the Metropolis of Pittsburgh

Protopresbyter Costas P. Keares and the Parish
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The historic community of Saint Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church in 
Washington Heights, NY is proud to celebrate with the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America on their 100th Anniversary. 
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“It was I 
who chose you  

and appointed you  
to go and bear fruit  
that will remain...” 

~ John 15:16

Three Hierarchs Parish 
Brooklyn, NY
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The Transfiguration of Christ Church and Community  
proudly supports the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese  

of America on its Centennial celebration.
The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese has been a blessing to us 
all for ten decades! Today we honor you as we all celebrate  

with you this historic Centennial commemoration.

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST CHURCH

Sharing the Gospel of Christ 
in Corona, NY since 1926

38-05 98TH STREET• CORONA, NY 11368 • (718) 458-5251
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

May the Good Lord lead us into
the next phase of service as we touch lives near and far.

God Bless!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021-2023

Joanne K. Adams
Vily Apostolatos

Antonia Rigopoulos Argyrides
Carol Contos

Bia George
Pauline Kotsilimbas

Roula LambrakisRoula Lambrakis
Rena Melis

Stella Pantelidis
Helene Pangalos
Carlene Soumas

Cally Siderias Stavropoulos
Maro Stratakis

Stephanie Pantelidis
PRESIDENT

Ourania Soumas
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Madelene Lambiris
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

Catherine MoutoussisCatherine Moutoussis
TREASURER

Rallou Zervoudakis
ASSISTANT TREASURER

Maria Vergos
RECORDING SECRETARY

Nellie Logothetides
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Miranda Koonas M.D.Miranda Koonas M.D.
ADVISOR TO THE BOARD
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THE LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY
HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
CHAPTER #1036

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion… great in Mercy…
And His tender Mercies are over all His works.”

                                                                          ~Psalm 145: 8-9

2022
PRESIDENT - Maria Kanaras

VICE PRESIDENT - Kathy Maglaras

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - Marigo Markos

RECORDING SECRETARY - Debra Vlahakis

TREASURER - Yiana Leichtling

ASSISTANT TREASURER - Maria Stevens

ADVISOR - Ellen Manos-Athenson

Alexandra Boutsikaris

Helen Constantinides Bruno

Christina Colonias

Ellen Conti

Mary Demiris

Denise Eliopoulos

Avi Kiriakatis

Debra Koutsaftes

Marina Lo Albo

Penny Pefanis

Elise Savnik

Mary Skiadas

Kristin Tencza

Phyllis Verenes

TRIM: 7.5´´ x 10´´
BLEED: 7.75´´ x 10.25´´ 
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“Every family should have a room where Christ is welcome  
in the person of the hungry and thirsty stranger.”   

- St. John Chrysostom

We celebrate the Centennial Anniversary of the  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and  

90 Years of Philanthropy through the  
Greek Orthodox Ladies National Philoptochos Society.

In honor of the continuing philanthropic work  
of the Ladies Philoptochos and its past, present  

and future members.

 
With much heartfelt appreciation,

The Saint Barbara Ladies Philoptochos Members  
of Orange, CT
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Members of Saint Helen  
Women’s Philoptochos Chapter 

of Saints Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church,  
Palos Hills, IL offer our 

Congratulations  

in observance of this historic and honorable 
Centennial of our Archdiocese (1922-2022)!

Together with our Orthodox Community,
we celebrate our past, and look forward to 

working together to build our future.

“Legacy, Renewal, Unity.” 

With devotion,  
we support our chapter, our parish, 

our faith, and our Congress 
by continuing our legacy of 98 years 

driving our purpose!
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The St. Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society

Joyfully Celebrates 
the Centennial of Our Holy Archdiocese.

With much love in our hearts, we praise and honor 
our Leaders.  May God continue to bless and keep safe 

our beloved Holy Archdiocese. 

Irene Hotzoglou,
President
Karen Kalkanis,
First Vice President
Maria Zolotas,
Second Vice President
Maria Sakalis,
Treasurer
Maria Akoumianakis,
Assistant Treasurer
Penelope Kaliontzakis,
Recording Secretary
Christina Yanakis,
Corresponding Secretary
Vasiliki Dinas,
Advisor

Board Members
Catherine Angelakis
Venita Lorras
Stephanie Nicolaou
Maria Papougenis
Maria Perdik
Kiki Preponis
Maritza Pritsos
Anna Rigogiannis
Gloria Sfiroudis
Alexandra Tsiatis
Alexandra Tsinias
Chrisanthi Tzannes
Vasiliki Vlantis

ST.  NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH
196-10 Northern Blvd. Flushing, New York

With love we also Celebrate 90 Years of Philanthropy,
as we harmoniously continue our beautiful Philanthropic 

endeavors now and in the future.
“LEGACY, RENEWAL, UNITY”

The Saint Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society

Joyfully Celebrates 
the Centennial of Our Holy Archdiocese.

With much love in our hearts, we praise and honor 
our Leaders.  May God continue to bless and keep safe 

our beloved Holy Archdiocese. 

With love we also Celebrate 90 Years of Philanthropy,
as we harmoniously continue our beautiful Philanthropic 

endeavors now and in the future.
“LEGACY, RENEWAL, UNITY”

Irene Hotzoglou,
President
Karen Kalkanis,
First Vice President
Maria Zolotas,
Second Vice President
Maria Sakalis,
Treasurer
Maria Akoumianakis,
Assistant Treasurer
Penelope Kaliontzakis,
Recording Secretary
Christina Yanakis,
Corresponding Secretary
Vasiliki Dinas,
Advisor

Board Members
Catherine Angelakis
Venita Lorras
Stephanie Nicolaou
Maria Papougenis
Maria Perdik
Kiki Preponis
Maritza Pritsos
Anna Rigogiannis
Gloria Sfiroudis
Alexandra Tsiatis
Alexandra Tsinias
Chrisanthi Tzannes
Vasiliki Vlantis

SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH
196-10 Northern Blvd. Flushing, New York
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Congratulations and best wishes to  

The Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America for 

100 years of commitment  
to our faith and  

to our beloved Ladies Philoptochos 
Society for 90 years of service to our 

mission of Philanthropy  
 

St. Philothea Philoptochos 
Chapter #1034 

 
Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Cathedral 

St. John the Theologian 
 

Tenafly, New Jersey 
 

 

“Legacy, Renewal, 
Unity” 

  

!
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God Bless  
Our Church!

Harold Anagnos
Bonita Springs, FL
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As we celebrate  

100 Years of the Archdiocese  

at this historic Centennial Congress, 

we offer heartfelt prayers and well wishes to 

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 

and to all the delegates of the 

46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress 

 
 

≈ 
 
 
 

George and Lee Ann Anderson 
 

Nashville, Tennessee 
 

.
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We congratulate and offer 
our best wishes to the Greek 

Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America and wish continued 

success in preserving and 
promoting Orthodoxy and 

Hellenism around the world. 

The Antypas Family
Sonia, Francois, Alexander,  

Michael and Philip
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Congratulations 
on the Centennial  

of our Archdiocese!

Barbara and Peter 
Arbes

www
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We Celebrate a Century of the Founding  
of our Beloved Archdiocese as an Eparchy  

of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and  
its Blessed Ministry to All the Orthodox Faithful  

Rejoicing in Hope, Love and Compassion  
with Vision for the Future in our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Bozonelis Family
 Hon. B. Theodore, Helen, Lia, Justin,  

Leela, Theo, Luke, George
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Jennifer & Chris William Caras Jr.

Chris William Caras III (“CJ”)
Julianne Caras

Grace Caras

Legacy, Renewal, Unity
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Best Wishes  
for a successful  
Congress!

Arthur Chagaris
Mahwah, New Jersey
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to the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of America 
for 100 years of faithful service 

to the Holy People of God.

In Honor of our Parents 
and Grandparents, who came 

and established new lives 
and new churches in America for the 

generations to come. 

and Family
Hon. Steven 

& Stacia Counelis

and Best Wishes

““OO  LLoorrdd,,  eessttaabblliisshh  tthhiiss  cchhuurrcchh  ffoorreevveerr  aass  YYoouu  hhaavvee  sshhoowwnn  bbyy  tthhee  hhaarrmmoonnyy  ooff  tthhee  hheeaavveennss  aabboovvee  aanndd  tthhee  bbeeaauuttyy  

ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  TTaabbeerrnnaaccllee  ooff  YYoouurr  GGlloorryy  bbeellooww..””  --  SSeerrvviiccee  ooff  tthhee  CCoonnsseeccrraattiioonn  ooff  aa  CChhuurrcchh

Our Prayers

in service to our Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
Archdiocese, Metropolis of San Francisco, 

and Parish as Faithful Stewards 
of St. John the Baptist Church, Anaheim, California: 

Archon Nomophylax
Metropolis Council Member

National and Metropolis Philoptochos Board Member
Metropolis YAL Conference Ministry Advisors

Leadership 100 Members

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–402–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

BBlleesssseedd  iiss  tthhee  KKiinnggddoomm  ooff  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  SSoonn  aanndd  ooff  

tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt,,  nnooww  aanndd  ffoorreevveerr  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  aaggeess  ooff  aaggeess..      

AAmmeenn..  

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo  oouurr  BBeelloovveedd  AArrcchhddiioocceessee  oonn                                                                                                                                                        
tthhee  OOccccaassiioonn  ooff  iittss  110000tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy..  

Dennis Dickos, M.D. 
Holy Trinity Cathedral                                                

 Carmel, IN 
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Congratulations and  
Best Wishes on the
Centennial of our  
Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America!

Mr. & Mrs. Nikitas Drakotos
Riverdale, NY
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In loving memory of  
our Father and Mother

“Τόν καλόν αγώνα ηγώνισμαι, τόν δρόμον 
τετέλεκα, τήν πίστιν τετήρηκα ... “

B Timothy 4:7

Rev. Father George &  
Presbytera Doris Economou
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Congratulations on  
100 Years of Orthodoxy  

in America!

Archon Fotios and Joyce  
Frangakis
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Congratulations to the  
Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America  
on the 100th year Anniversary!

Spyros & Kay Georgopalis
and Family
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Congratulations on  
100 years!  

We are extremely proud of the 
Archdiocese and of our 

Greek Orthodox Heritage 
and Religion in America.

Dr. John Kallis DMD 
and  

Dr. Lee Kojanis DDS
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One generation shall praise Thy 
works to another and shall declare 
Thy mighty acts. I will speak of the 
glorious honor of Thy majesty, and 

of Thy wondrous works.

Psalm 145:4-5

In loving memory of my Grandparents
Spiros and Anna Zelelis

Proudly from the historic island of Tenedos
And Founders of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Toledo, Ohio.
They emigrated from Tenedos bringing with them their deep faith

And love for Jesus Christ and His Holy Church.
They never forgot their Tenedian heritage and

Their Ties to the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

And in loving memory of my Parents
Steve and Mary Brass

Who served Holy Trinity throughout their lives,
Through the Parish Council, Philoptochos, and as

Faithful Greek Orthodox Christians.
With love, respect and thanksgiving for passing on to me their
Love for the Orthodox Church, Deep Faith in Jesus Christ, and

Respect and honor of our Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Anita B. Kartalopoulos
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In gratitude for the  
100 years

of work by the 
Clergy and Lay Leaders 

of our 
Blessed Archdiocese.

Lazaros & 
Paula Kircos
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We are grateful to the  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America  
for preserving the community’s legacy  

over the past 100 years.  
May we be blessed to celebrate  

our faith as proud members of the Church  
for years to come! 

From Sotiris, Matina, Constantine,  
Marisa and Nicholas Kolokotronis 

Sacramento, CA

5
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In Loving Memory of
George A. Collias

May His Memory Be Eternal!

From His Nephew 
Aristotle S. Kornaros
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Xronia Polla
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Sending our Best Wishes on 
The Centennial of the Greek 

Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Our Heartfelt Gratitude and 
Admiration for Promoting and Inspiring 

Greek Orthodox Faith, Stewardship, 
and Culture!

With Love, Appreciation, and Respect 
for All of Those Who Have Worked 

Tirelessly for the Benefit of Our 
Church and its People.

Antonia Speros Kourepinos
Kenneth, Joanne, and Sydney Adams 

In Blessed Memory of Stephen J. Kourepinos
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Best wishes for this  
46th Clergy-Laity Congress!

Sevasti & Markos Lagos
and Family
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Congratulations on the unprecedented  
31st Anniversary of  

His All-Holiness Bartholomew,  
Archbishop of Constantinople,  

New-Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch,  
the longest Ecumenical Patriarchal tenure  

in history; the Centennial of  
the Holy Archdiocese of America led by  
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros  

of America and the Bicentennial  
of the Hellenic Republic  

where Democracy returned to its  
birthplace after 200 years!

Drs. Anthony & Maria Limberakis
Rydal, Pennsylvania
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Our grandparents witnessed the founding of our  
Holy Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America;

         our dedicated parents constructed churches to  
glorify God; and we, our children and grandchildren 

are blessed to carry on this legacy and to observe and 
celebrate its Centennial Anniversary.  

May our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
grant our progeny the fervor of faith to  

commemorate its Bicentennial.

CONGRATULATIONS ON THIS  
MOMENTOUS MILESTONE!

Dr. Cary John and Mrs. Alexis Demetris Limberakis
Archon Regional Commander, Philadelphia

National Philoptochos Board
First Vice President, Metropolis of New Jersey Philoptochos

Saint Luke Greek Orthodox Church, Broomall, PA
Saint Sophia, Saints Faith, Hope and Agape  
Greek Orthodox Church, Jeffersonville, PA
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We wish to convey our personal commitment and respect to His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
of America, and to all the Metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial Synod, as we 
commemorate the Centennial of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
on this 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress. 

Our family has benefited in manifold ways as beneficiaries of that relationship 
from the time we joined a Greek Orthodox parish and participated in the Greek 
American Community in Chicago. The Church at every level, from our Spiritu-
al Leaders to our Clergy have been our guide to a life of faith and values, while 
continuing to honor our Hellenic Heritage.

As we commence our deliberations and celebrate the 246th Anniversary of 
American Independence on July 4, 2022, we are reminded of the celebration of 
the Bicentennial of the Greek Revolution. We are truly doubly blessed as heirs 
of democracy and freedom.

May we always cherish that heritage and legacy as we renew our commitment 
to the unity of our Church for the next 100 years. 

We convey our deep gratitude for the privilege of participating in this historic 
Clergy-Laity Congress.

Respectfully,

Demetrios G. and Marianthe Logothetis
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Congratulations to the  
Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America  
on 100 Years of Service  

to Our Greek Orthodox Faith!

Angelo & Joanna Mallas 
& Family
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Best Wishes  
for a Successful  

Clergy-Laity Congress! 

The Navrosidis 
Family

 S S S
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May the next century  
be as fruitful as the first!

“Whatever you do,  
work at it with all your heart, 

as working for the Lord,  
not for men.” 

(Col. 3:23)

Archon Louis & Helen Nicozisis, 
Manalapan, FL

Jeannie & Ken Arida & family
Philip & Thapana Nicozisis

Jonathan & Eleni Nicozisis & family 

5

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–420–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

Dr. Gregory & Stellee Papadeas 
Venetia, Ioanna, Nicolia & George

Assumption of the Theotokos 
Denver Metropolis Greek Orthodox Cathedral

Denver, Colorado

In Honor of our Hierarchs

His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

His Eminence Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver

We wish much success for the  
46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Conference

Χρόνια Πολλά!
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Congratulations on the  
One Hundredth Anniversary  

of the Establishment of  
Our Archdiocese in the United States  

and Best Wishes for a Successful  
46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress!

Dr. Michael J. Patzakis  
and in memory of  

Susan Giokaris Patzakis

9 9
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Best of Luck for a
Successful Clergy-Laity  

Congress!

Mr. & Mrs. Costas Perdikakis 
& Family
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Congratulations on a century  
of success in North America. 

With Love,  

the PHILLIOU Family. 

Annitsa, Philip,  

Alexander, and Paul Andreas

Cresskill, New Jersey
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With humility and joy, I join in the commemoration of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America on its Centennial, 1922-2022, at this 46th Biennial
Clergy-Laity Congress convening July 3-7 in New York City.

As a Greek Orthodox Christian, I have been privileged and blessed to serve the
Holy Archdiocese for half of that century in various capacities, foremost in
assisting Archbishop Iakovos of Blessed Memory. I have witnessed the building up
of this great institution in all its facets by his vision.

I am most grateful to his successors, Archbishop Spyridon and Archbishop
Demetrios, the latter of whom I was privileged to serve during his twenty-year
ministry. I am honored to presently serve under the spiritual guidance and
leadership of our beloved Archbishop Elpidophoros, as we continue to promote
and advance the Greek Orthodox Church in America.

In commemorating the Holy Archdiocese, we also commemorate each Metropolis
and every parish which have united into a greater whole. We have drawn strength
not only from our Revered Hierarchs, but from every Priest and Presvytera who
has served and every family who has participated.

I consider myself most fortunate to be a part of this historic Celebration and
Congress and convey my commitment and respect to our Spiritual Leaders, His
All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, His Eminence Archbishop
Elpidophoros of America, and all the Metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial Synod.

Respectfully,

Paulette Poulos
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Best Wishes On This Memorable 
Centennial Celebration  

of Our Church

Archon H. Steven Poulos, Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, Eva Denise Cecchini, 
A generation of service to our church instilled by our grandparents and parents 

on this also the 100th anniversary of the Pontian Genocide.

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–426–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

h

Our Prayers  
Are Directed for Our 

Archdiocese Ministry to 
Continue Forever!

Christopher & Mary 
Stratakis

New York, NY 
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For much of the past century, our family has been 
supported, inspired and enlightened by the wonderful 

clergy and parishes of our Archdiocese, especially  
St. George Asbury Park/Ocean NJ;  

Holy Cross Brooklyn, NY; and the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Saint John the Theologian in Tenafly, NJ.   

May God continue to bless and look over our 
Archdiocese as it begins its second century under the 

able leadership and spiritual guidance of  
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros. 

Eva M. Poneros and  
George A. Tsougarakis,  

together with their children Kira and Antonios,  
and their parents and grandparents, Antonios and 

Eva Tsougarakis and Captain Mark and  
Koula Poneros, congratulate the Archdiocese  

for its first 100 years. 

p p

p p

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–428–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

Best Wishes!
Soterios and Aspasia 

Vahaviolos
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We Celebrate the Life-Giving Centennial of 

Our Holy Archdiocese of America 

 

 

We offer our deepest love and gratitude to His All Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew and to 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros on the Centennial of our Holy Archdiocese, 

And to the Metropolitans of our Holy Eparchial Synod and to our loving hierarchs of the 
past for their tireless devotion to and care for their flocks in America. 

We also offer special thanks to His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, formerly of America, 
for his abiding faith, continuous inspiration and exemplary service to our Holy Church in 
America, 

And to the clergy and laity, who have worked so diligently in love and faith, from the first 
Clergy-Laity Congress in 1921 to this day, blessing us with a century of service to the 
Archdiocese and in the vast field of our parishes, 

And in special memory of our beloved brothers, Michael Jaharis and Emanuel G. Demos, 
both of blessed memory, who gave selflessly and mightily of themselves for the good of 
our Holy Archdiocese. 

 

Catherine, Andrew, Alexandra and Julia Walsh 

WE CELEBRATE THE LIFE-GIVING  
CENTENNIAL OF OUR

HOLY ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
We offer our deepest love and 
gratitude to His All-Holiness Patriarch 
Bartholomew and to His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros on the 
Centennial of our Holy Archdiocese,

And to the Metropolitans of our Holy 
Eparchial Synod and to our loving 
hierarchs of the past for their tireless 
devotion to and care for their flocks in 
America.

We also offer special thanks to His 
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, 

formerly of America, for his abiding faith, continuous inspiration 
and exemplary service to our Holy Church in America,

And to the clergy and laity, who have worked so diligently in love 
and faith, from the first Clergy-Laity Congress in 1921 to this day, 
blessing us with a century of service to the Archdiocese and in 
the vast field of our parishes,

And in special memory of our beloved brothers, Michael Jaharis 
and Emanuel G. Demos, both of blessed memory, who gave 
selflessly and mightily of themselves for the good of our  
Holy Archdiocese.

Catherine, Andrew, Alexandra  
and Julia Walsh

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–430–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

Congratulations to 100 years
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

and the 90 years of  
Philanthropy of the Greek Orthodox 

Ladies Philoptochos Society!

We thank the Archdiocese for 
continuing to cultivate and guide the 
life of the Greek Orthodox faithful  

in the United States.

“Legacy, Renewal, Unity”

Ziozis Family
Demetrios, Bessie, John and Lazarus
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Congratulations on  
the Centennial  

of the Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America. 

 We celebrate your achievements  
and anticipate another  
100 years of expanding  

the Orthodox Christian  
faith in America.

Archimandrite Alexander Belya 
Vicar, Slavic Orthodox Vicariate  

of America
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Your Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America,

The New York Board of Rabbis, which is the largest 
interdenominational rabbinic body in the world, 

commends you on the many heralded achievements of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. You have 

taught through your exemplary leadership that we of 
different faiths belong to one human family.

A Jewish proverb proclaims, “Who finds a faithful 
friend, finds a treasure.” We have been blessed with the 
priceless treasure of your friendship and look forward to 

many more celebrations of life together.

With our prayers of love and respect,

Rabbi Jeremy Wiederhorn 
President

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik  
Executive Vice President

Rabbi Diana Gerson 
Associate Executive Vice President
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Best Wishes to 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros and
 the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

On the Celebration of the  
100th Anniversary!

Acme Pallet Company, Inc.
Di-Cor Industries

Kastoria Realty Corp.

Mike Ma
Themis Vassiliou
Argyris Vassiliou

45-10 Court Square 
Long Island City, NY 11101

(718)784-8020
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The Automotive District 10 
AHEPA Family

Michigan, USA
Order of AHEPA, Daughters of Penelope,

Maids of Athena , Sons of Pericles &
District 10 Educational Foundation

(over $900,000 scholarships awarded)

Congratulates the GOA 
on its 100 year Anniversary

AHEPA Chapters
#40   Alpha/Bloomfield
#141 Flint
#142 Lansing
#195 Ann Arbor
#196 Grand Rapids
#199 Kalamazoo
#213 Muskegon
#216 Saginaw
#371 Omega
#374 Dearborn
#391 Lincoln Park
#506 Aegean

Daughters Chapters (DOP)
#66   Iphthime
#109 Antiope
#157 Doris
#169 Dryas
#174 Knossos
#242 Iris
#252 Dares
#272 Thamyris

Maids of Athena 
Chapters
#131  Tri-Beta 
Grosse Pointe/WSU
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Congratulations  
to the 

  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 

America on celebrating its 100 Year 
Anniversary. 

 

 
Nick Larigakis 

President 
AMERICAN HELLENIC INSTITUTE  
1220 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

www.ahiworld.org │ 202∙785∙8430 │ info@ahiworld.org 
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TAKING PRIDE IN BUILDING
  

     “By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established.”
~~~Proverbs 24:3

Athens Construction Company, a proud reliable partner in building and restoration
services, works closely with Parish Leadership in executing its

plans thereby realizing its vision for our Greek Orthodox Churches as well as 
our Community Buildings.

Our sincere “Thank You” to the Greek Orthodox Metropolis Of Chicago 
Communities:  St. John the Baptist, St. Basil, Annunciation Cathedral

and St. John Chrysostomos Greek Orthodox Monastery.

On the Centennial of our Holy Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Of America,  
we extend our Warmest Greetings to all for their trust and collaboration.

  
 With Heartfelt Gratitude,

  Dimitrios, George and Jason Kourkouvis 

Athens Construction® Co., Inc.
613 W. 16th St  Chicago,  IL  60616  P: 312-243-2727  www.athensconstruction.com

Athens Construction Project:  St. Basil - Chicago
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GENA BAROUS-DONGARIS, President 
SPIRO DONGARIS, P.E., Principal & Founder

45-09 Greenpoint Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11104
718-784-7490  |  www.athenica.com

R
RELY
on us S

STAY
on schedule

P
PROFIT
from our  
expertise

V
VALUE
our quality 
services

WE INVITE YOU TO RSVP

HAZMAT SERVICES
 
+ Phase I + Phase II ESAs
+ E Designation Services                   
for Hazardous Materials  
+ Air Quality + Noise
+ Remedial Design and 
Construction Oversight

INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE 
SERVICES
+ Asbestos Consulting
+ Air Monitoring
+ Lead/ PCBs
+ Mold + Indoor Air Quality
+ Potable Water Testing
+ A-TRU Safety Plans

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GREEK 
ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 

AND ITS CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
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www.cosmosfm.org

νῦν καὶ ἀεὶ καὶ εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων

100

The Board of Directors of the Greek American 
Educational Public Information System, INC. 

(GAEPIS, Inc.) and Cosmos FM  
salute the Centennial of the  

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 
 

One hundred years of stewardship and service.
One hundred years of bringing our communities together. 

One hundred years of supporting and promoting our shared 
Hellenic identity and faith.

Cosmos FM is bound by the same mission of preserving and 
promoting Hellenism.  

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is the lighthouse 
that leads our way today and always. 

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–439–

section ix / sponsors

Congratulations to  
the Archdiocese on  

its 100 Year Anniversary!

Madelene Lambiris
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W W W. G M L A W N Y. C O M

Practice Areas:

Personal Injury

Auto Accidents

Trips and Falls

Construction Accidents

Medical Malpractice

Municipal Liability

Residential Real Estate

Commercial Real Estate

Commercial Leasing

Commercial Litigation 

Trusts and Estates

George P. Georgaklis
Kostantinos Mallas

Chris Hatgipetros
Gregory S Lombardi
Anthony Mangona
Leslie Knight
Jennine Miller
Darnell A. Smith

v

Main Office:
9118 Fifth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

120 Broadway 
New York, NY 10271  
By appointment only

Phone: 718-238-2400
Phone: 212-779-2400
Facsimile: 718-238-2116
Attorneys@gmlawny.com
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
OUR ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

THE HELLENIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF 
NORTHEASTERN OHIO

Celebrating Our 32nd Anniversary! 
Our Mission:  

To present a unified voice to Hellenes in Northeast 
Ohio promoting the Greek Experience through 

Programs, Collections and Preservation.

Visit our site hpsneo.org  
to support the Greek Garden  
Sculpture Project. Join and support 
HPS projects by scanning our URL.
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We at OPTIPLAN, are proud  
to be a part of the thriving community  

of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
and pledge to always be a firm supporter of 

its causes. May this centennial anniversary be 
followed by many more joyous anniversaries.  
Our warmest wishes to the Archdiocese and 

to all of its Metropolises, Parishes, Institutions, 
affiliated Organizations and Ministries.

OPTIPLAN LLC –  
Facilitating Investing In Greece Since 2015

Fotios Fotopoulos
188 Grand Street, Unit #333 

New York, NY 10013
info@optiplanllc.com
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PECTORAL CROSSES - ENGOLPIA - CUFFLINKS 
HAND PAINTED MINIATURE ICONS

Showroom/Workshop-2: Chalkeon 15  54631  Thessaloniki  Greece
              mob: (+30) 6974 439516, tel: (+30) 2310 275052

mail: dimitristri@gmail.com

HANDMADE LITURGICAL ITEMS 
Showroom/Workshop-1: Chalkeon 15  54631  Thessaloniki  Greece

              mob: (+30) 6936 897770, tel: (+30) 2310 272901
mail: georgetri@yahoo.com

www.triantopoulos.gr

P
E

A
R

L
P

E
A

R
L



–445–

section ix / sponsors

PECTORAL CROSSES - ENGOLPIA - CUFFLINKS 
HAND PAINTED MINIATURE ICONS

Showroom/Workshop-2: Chalkeon 15  54631  Thessaloniki  Greece
              mob: (+30) 6974 439516, tel: (+30) 2310 275052

mail: dimitristri@gmail.com

HANDMADE LITURGICAL ITEMS 
Showroom/Workshop-1: Chalkeon 15  54631  Thessaloniki  Greece

              mob: (+30) 6936 897770, tel: (+30) 2310 272901
mail: georgetri@yahoo.com

www.triantopoulos.gr

We offer our best wishes to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
as it celebrates its Centennial Anniversary and express our gratitude 

for honoring us with the opportunity to design and create the Centennial pectoral gifts
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provides α safe and supportive 

home for homeless women to give 
birth� to develop spirituall� and to 

nurture the mother-child bond. 
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ST.  JOHN CHRYSOSTOM CLERGY SYNDESMOS & 
SISTERHOOD OF PRESVYTERES

 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light“ (1 Peter 2:9)

Congratulations on the  
100th Anniversary of the  

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America!

Metropolis of Atlanta  
Ladies Philoptochos Society

ee ee ee ee ee ee ee
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i i

The Metropolis of Pittsburgh Philoptochos Society
extends its sincere congratulations to the  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America  

on the occasion of its 100th year Anniversary! 
Congratulations to the Greek Orthodox  

Ladies Philoptochos Society on its 90th Anniversary!

May God continue to guide our endeavors  
into the next 100 years.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,  
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.”

- Jeremiah 29:11
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ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL OF DETROIT
CLERGY AND PARISH COUNCIL

EXTEND WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO THE
CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS

ON THE HISTORIC OCCASION OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY
 

 

 

ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
REV. FR. GEORGIOS MANIAS

707 EAST LAFAYETTE BLVD, DETROIT, MI 48226
(313) 965-2988 ♦ WWW.ANNUNCIATIONCATHEDRAL.ORG

 

“May Your priests be clothed with Your righteousness;  
may Your faithful people sing for joy.”

Psalm 132:9

Our prayers for a successful 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress. 
May God grant our Holy Archdiocese of America another  

100 years filled with His blessings.

National Forum of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians
Nicholas Chimitris, National Chairman
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Prayers, Blessings,
and Congratulations

from Our  
Faithful Stewards!

307 19th Street South   |   Birmingham, AL 35233   |   205-716-3080   |   205-716-3085 (fax)   |   www.holytrinity-holycross.org 

OUR COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATES THE 
CENTENNIAL AND 
LOOKS FORWARD 
TO THE NEXT 
100 YEARS!

Est. 1906
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Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 

for celebrating our 110000tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff   oouurr  HHoollyy  AArrcchhddiioocceessee!!  

May our Lord always provide strength, endurance and His many blessings for 
achieving our milestone of 100 years. May the Lord’s protection and guidance 
continue in our Archdiocese for the next 100 years and beyond.  

 

 

From Whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.   

Ephesians 4:16 

Fr. Michael Varvarelis, Dean of the Cathedral 

Rev. Aaron Gilbert, Assistant Priest 

Basil Papoutsis, Parish Council President 

Parish Council Members and Community of  
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 
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We celebrate the Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America Centennial  

with grateful hearts and prayers  
for God’s continued guidance and blessings. 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Founded 1906

ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, 302 WEST 91ST ST. NEW YORK, NY

Συγχαρητήρια!
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Congratulations on the 
Centennial Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. May the Lord continue 
to bless and strengthen our 
Holy Archdiocese, so that it can 
continue to witness to the true 
faith in Christ in the “New World,” 
to serve all of the members of 
the Body of Christ, and to grow 
the Holy Orthodox faith for many 
more generations to come.

The Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
York, Pennsylvania

Clergy, Parish Council, and Church Community
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The Assumption Greek Orthodox Church  
in Homer Glen, IL, along with the Parish Council  

and the Ladies Philoptochos want to congratulate  
the Archdiocese on their Centennial Anniversary.  

May God grant our Archdiocese of America  
another 100 years.

Fr. Sotirios Dimitriou, Protopresbyter
Mrs. Harriette Condes-Zervakis, Parish Council President

Mrs. Jackie Panagos, Philoptochos President
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Our mission is to share  
Orthodox Christianity throughout 

Cheyenne and Southeastern  
Wyoming. We do this by  

actively sharing the teachings  
of our faith, positively impacting  

the community through  
our charitable work,  
and enhancing the 

spiritual growth of our members.

Q

On behalf of the Holy Cross Parish Family, 
we extend our Congratulations on the 

Centennial Anniversary of 
our Holy Archdiocese.

HOLY CROSS
T H E  G R E E K  O R T H O D O X  C H U R C H  O F

I N  F A R M I N G T O N  H I L L S ,  M I C H I G A N
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Glory to God!
Holy Taxiarhai and  

Saint Haralambos Church
Niles, IL

i i
Congratulations in Celebrating 

 One Hundred Years of Service  
to His Holy Church!

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 
of Greater Orlando, Florida
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Rev. Fr. Chrysanthos Kerkeres, Administrative Proistamenos
Rev. Fr. Kosmas Kallis, Liturgical Proistamenos

Rev. Fr. Dean Photos
James Lakerdas, President 

Eleni Sakoufakis, Philoptochos President

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 

10050 Ivanhoe Ave 
Schiller Park, IL 60176 

 
 

Founded 1897 
Over a Century of Ministry Serving the  

Hellenic Orthodox Community of Chicago 
 

˜˜˜ 
Rev. Fr. Chrysanthos Kerkeres, Administrative Proistamenos 

Rev. Fr. Kosmas Kallis, Liturgical Proistamenos 
Rev. Fr. Dean Photos 

President James Lakerdas 
Philoptochos President Eleni Sakoufakis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 

10050 Ivanhoe Ave 
Schiller Park, IL 60176 

 
 

Founded 1897 
Over a Century of Ministry Serving the  

Hellenic Orthodox Community of Chicago 
 

˜˜˜ 
Rev. Fr. Chrysanthos Kerkeres, Administrative Proistamenos 

Rev. Fr. Kosmas Kallis, Liturgical Proistamenos 
Rev. Fr. Dean Photos 

President James Lakerdas 
Philoptochos President Eleni Sakoufakis 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
10050 Ivanhoe Ave • Schiller Park, IL 60176

Founded 1897
Over a Century of Ministry Serving the

Hellenic Orthodox Community of Chicago
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The Faithful of Holy Trinity Church 
in Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey 

Offer their Love and Prayers 
to His Eminence, Archbishop Elpidophoros, 

and to our Archdiocesan Family 
as we Celebrate our 100th Anniversary! 

On behalf of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Dallas, TX, and in the Metropolis 
of Denver, Reverend Father Mark Pakes, the Parish Council and the entire Parish join 

in celebrating the Centennial of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  
May our Lord continue to bless and guide us for the next 100 years! 
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Congratulations on the Centennial Anniversary 
of our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  

May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ continue to keep  
us united and guide us with His love in acts of ministry  

that bring honor and glory to His Name. 

With love in Christ,  
Fr. George Kazoulis, Presiding Priest  

and Mr. George Nikias, Parish Council President.

Kimisis Tis Theotokou Church
Island Park, NY

 S

May the Sun of 
Righteousness continue to 

shine brightly on our 
Holy Archdiocese for  
the next 100 years!

Nativity of Christ 
Greek Orthodox 

Church
Novato, CA
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“Hear me, O Lord, hear me, 
that this people may know that 
You are the Lord God, and that 

You have turned their hearts 
back to You again.”

-1 Kings 18:37

Prophet Elias Greek Orthodox Church
Yonkers, NY

p p

Fr. Anastasios Kousoulas, Parish Council, Ladies Philoptochos,  
PTO, GOYA, Sunday School, Greek School, Choir, YAL,  

and all the St. Anna Ministries express our love and best wishes  
on the Centennial Anniversary of our Archdiocese!

St. Anna Greek Orthodox Church, Flemington, NJ
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St. Athanasios Greek Orthodox Church of Paramus NJ extends its 
congratulations to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America for  

 
100 Years of service to Orthodoxy in America 

 
Rev. Protospresbyter Anargyros Stavropoulos, Ieratikos Proestamenos 

Mr. Spero Leakas, Parish Council President 
The Parish Council and All Organizations of our Parish 

God bless our  
Holy Archdiocese of America  
as we together celebrate the  

Centennial of our Archdiocese.

St. Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
Toms River, NJ

fe

fe
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GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF SAINT BARBARA
New York, NY

CONGRATULATIONS from the historic Parish 
of Saint Barbara in Lower Manhattan, which 
has been serving the Orthodox Christian 
Community of the Lower East Side since 1926! 

We are most proud to share in the centenary 
of our Sacred Archdiocese and to celebrate 
the century-long presence and witness of our 
Greek Orthodox Church in America.

We join in the special commemoration of this 
centennial by offering our collective prayerful 
remembrance in honor of our Spiritual 
Shepherds, who served our Archdiocese right 
here in NEW YORK CITY!

Archbishop Elpidophoros  2019 to the present
Archbishop Demetrios  1999 – 2019
Archbishop Spyridon  1996 – 1999
Archbishop Iakovos  1959 – 1996
Archbishop Michael  1948 – 1958
Archbishop Athenagoras  1931 – 1948
Archbishop Alexander  1922 – 1930

MANY PRAYERS AND BEST WISHES 
FOR ANOTHER FRUITFUL  

AND PROSPEROUS  
100 YEARS!!!
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FFrr..  EEmmmmaannuueell,,  tthhee  PPaarriisshh  
CCoouunncciill  &&  tthhee  EEnnttiirree    

SStt..  BBaassiill  CChhuurrcchh  
CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSeenndd  

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  aanndd  
HHuummbbllee  PPrraayyeerrss  ttoo  HHiiss  
EEmmiinneennccee  AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp  

EEllppiiddoopphhoorrooss  &&  tthhee  
GGrreeeekk  OOrrtthhooddooxx  

AArrcchhddiioocceessee  FFaammiillyy    
oonn  tthhee  CCeenntteennnniiaall  

CCeelleebbrraattiioonn!!  
 
 
 
 
 

  

SSaaiinntt  BBaassiill  
GGrreeeekk  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhuurrcchh                                            

990099  RRiivveerr  SSttrreeeett  
TTrrooyy,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  

  
llooccaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  SShhoorree  ooff  tthhee  HHuuddssoonn  RRiivveerr  

iinn  UUppssttaattee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  aanndd  PPrroouuddllyy  
CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  oouurr  9900tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  oonn  

OOccttoobbeerr  2222,,  22002222..  
 
 

 

St. Christopher Hellenic 
Orthodox Church 

 
313 Dividend Dr. 

Suite 210 
Peachtree City, GA  30269 

               (770) 347 - 7749 
 

Pastor: Very Rev. Father George Tsahakis 
Parish Council President: Stephen Sarantis 
Philoptochos President: Helen Psihountas 

 
St. Christopher Ladies of Philoptochos 

Chapter 5074 
 

www.saintchristopherhoc.org 
 

 

St. Christopher Hellenic 
Orthodox Church 

 
313 Dividend Dr. 

Suite 210 
Peachtree City, GA  30269 

               (770) 347 - 7749 
 

Pastor: Very Rev. Father George Tsahakis 
Parish Council President: Stephen Sarantis 
Philoptochos President: Helen Psihountas 

 
St. Christopher Ladies of Philoptochos 

Chapter 5074 
 

www.saintchristopherhoc.org 
 

 

St. Christopher 
Hellenic Orthodox Church

313 Dividend Dr. Suite 210
Peachtree City, GA  30269

(770) 347-7749

Very Rev. Father George Tsahakis, Pastor 
Stephen Sarantis, Parish Council President
Helen Psihountas, Philoptochos President

St. Christopher Ladies of Philoptochos 
Chapter 5074

www.saintchristopherhoc.org
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d

Congratulations 
on this Amazing
 Milestone of our 

Archdiocese! 

Fr. Vassilios Bebis,  
the President, the Members of the Parish Council,  

the Philoptochos Society “Elpis” 
and the Entire Congregation

Congratulations on the Centennial
Celebration of our Archdiocese!

Rev. Fr. Teodor Petrutiu, Parish Priest
Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church

36374 Joy Road, Westland, MI 48185   www.stcons.org
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37-57 72nd Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372

Sts. Constantine and Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church

Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox `Church

Congratulates 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

for 100 successful years since its  inception!

718-639-0611 www.stsconstantinehelen.ny.goarch.org
sschofny78@yahoo.com www.facebook.com/groups/1069972023095428

On behalf of all the families, friends and various communities 
of Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 

of Baltimore, a hearty congratulations at making this 
100-year milestone. May God continue to bless our 

God saved Archdiocese, those who serve in it,  
as well as those who support it!
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May God Bless Our  
Archdiocese of America  

for Many More Centuries!

Saint Demetrios  
Greek Orthodox Church

North Wildwood, NJ

z z

With loving prayers that  
the Lord will bestow His blessing  

upon our Holy Archdiocese.

Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church
Union, NJ
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May God Bless Our  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

for Celebrating 100 Years!

Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church
Jamica, NY

d

Q

Congratulations 
on the  

Centennial!

St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox 

Church
Rocky River, OH
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We pray His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros  
has health and a lasting tenure leading  

the Archdiocese in America. 
Further, we pray for all our brethren  

in Ukraine and for a just and lasting peace.

 
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church

Williamsburg, Virginia

p p

“Upon this rock  
I will build my church,  

and the gates of hell shall not  
prevail against it.”  

Matthew 16:18

St. George Church
Norwalk, CT
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On behalf of 
The Saint George Church 

of Piscataway, NJ, 
we are honored to be a part of the 

Centennial celebration of our Archdiocese. 
May our Lord continue to bless the many 

that have worked to keep the path of 
our faith open to the future.
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Congratulations and 
Best Wishes to the 
Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese 
of America on 

Your Centennial 
Celebration!

St. Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church
Canton, Ohio

Congratulations and 
best wishes for a 

brighter future ahead 
and all of God’s grace 
and blessings for the 

next 100 years for 
the parishes of our 

Archdiocese of America!

With faith and love,
 From the Clergy and Parishioners of 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
Anaheim, CA
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From the Center of the Dallas/ 
Fort Worth Metroplex, the Greek 

Orthodox Church of 
Saint John the Baptist, Euless, Texas,

sends greetings to His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros and to the 

Delegates of the 46th Biennial 
Clergy-Laity Congress!

Very Rev. Fr. Vasile Tudora
Rev. Dn. George Genovezos 

Panayiotis A. Peters, Archon Laosynaktis
George P. Vittas, Archon Ekdikos

Chris G. Yiantsou, M.D.,  
Archon Aktouarios

Q

Best wishes on the

of our holy Archdiocese

12760 Beach Blvd. • Jacksonville, FL 32246
(904) 396-5383

Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh, Presiding Priest
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Mot
Rev. Dr. Milton Magos

www.StJohnTheDivine.com

From the church family of 
St. John The Divine Greek Orthodox Church 

Centennial Celebration
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Saint Katherine Greek Orthodox Church 
of Northern Virginia

wishes the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America continued blessings 
for another 100 years as it celebrates its historic Centennial Anniversary! 

3149 Glen Carlyn Road Falls Church, VA 22041 | (703) 671-1515
saint-katherines.org  |           @stkchurchnova  |          @stkchurchnova

Rev. Protopresbyter Konstantinos A. Pavlakos, Proistamenos
Rev. Presbyter Zisis Lappas, Assistant Priest

Rev. Deacon Harry Chelpon, Deacon

Hon. Manuel Capsalis
Mr. Mark Cherpes
Mr. John Goranitis
Ms. Sofia Kehayias
Dr. Konstantinos Kohilas

President: Mr. George Moratis
Vice President: Mr. Chris Christou
Secretary: Ms. Andri Orphanides
Treasurer: Mr. Pete Chambers
Assistant Treasurer: Mr. Takis Taousakis

Mr. Nick Ploutis
Mr. Chris Snear
Dr. Nicholas Tannous
Ms. Maria Wills
Mr. Aris Yortzidis

St. Luke Greek Orthodox Church 
Broomall, PA

On behalf of Fr. Christ Kontos and  
the esteemed Parish Council of St. Luke,  

we pray for a successful Clergy-Laity Congress.
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AXIOS!  
Many more years  

to our beloved  
Archdiocese!

St. Nicholas  
Greek Orthodox Church  

& Philoptochos
Ann Arbor, MI
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To our beloved Archbishop Elpidophoros,  
the Holy Synod of Hierarchs, our clergy, monks, 
nuns, Archons, benefactors, stewards, and 
educators of our beloved Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America,
As one Body in Christ with many faithful 
and fruitful members, may our good works 
continue to be pleasing to the Lord and may 
we all continue to bear fruit in His vineyard.
“May our legacy be love, for ‘God is love’.”  
(Ist John 4:8)

“May our renewal be in the Resurrection, for 
our Lord Who is the Resurrection makes all 
things new.” (Revelation 21:5) (Isaiah 43:19)

May our unity be universal as one holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church.  
(The Nicene- Constantinopolitan Creed)

+Rev. Basil C. Gikas, Pastor and the Community of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
467 Grandview Avenue, Wyckoff, NJ 07481 • www.stnicholasnj.org • 201-652-4774
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Although we are a small parish in size,  
we are a very large parish in  
FAITH and LOVE supporting 

the ministries of our  
Greek Orthodox church.

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Newburgh, NY

1925 2000 2022

St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church 

Tacoma, Washington

1523 S Yakima Ave, Tacoma, WA 98405 
253-272-0466 Parish
stnicholastacoma.org

mail@stnicholastacoma.org
Fr. Seraphim Majmudar, Presiding Priest
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Congratulations on the 
Centennial of  

our Archdiocese! 

St. Peter the Apostle
Bronx, NY

8

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

Thanks be to God for the founders  
of our Archdiocese of America.  

Blessed 100 years!

Saints Peter & Paul  
Greek Orthodox Church

Glenview, IL
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May God continue to grant  
many years to our Holy Archdiocese!

i i

i i

Fr. Andrew & Presvytera Georgeanne Karamitos
Antonis Theodorou, Parish Council President

The esteemed members of the Parish Council
All the Faithful Stewards of  

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
Elgin, IL
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St. Sophia parish sends its heartfelt 
best wishes and gratitude to our 

beloved Archdiocese for its 100 years 
of faithful service and ministry. 

We pray we will continue to serve  
our Lord and Church with  

Love, Faith, Hope, and Charity  
as St. Sophia our patroness and her 

daughters proclaim. 

May our Savior Jesus Christ  
continue to guide the Archdiocese 
in growing our Orthodox faith and 

serving the world.St. Sophia 
Greek Orthodox Church 
Winter Haven, Florida

11
Axios! Congratulations!Axios! Congratulations!

 Let us set firm the Foundations for the next 100 years
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Congratulations to Our 
Holy Greek Orthodox Archdiocese on its 

100 Year Anniversary! 
 Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church

Austin, Texas 

CONGRATULATIONS ON 100 YEARS! 

Z O O D O H O S  P E G H E  
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE BRONX
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We pay homage to those who  
came before us. 

 

St. Katherine Philoptochos Chapter #4001 of Phoenix 
is honored to contribute to the Centennial Commemorative Journal  

of our Holy Archdiocese of America. 
 

In the late 1920s, local Greek women formed a ‘Ladies Society’, administering to compatriot and community 
needs and selflessly volunteering at the nearby tuberculosis sanitorium. From that noble start, the Ladies 

Society eventually became a part of the new National Philoptochos and chose the name St. Katherine. 
 

We strive to uphold the intent of our fore-mothers to offer assistance to those in need. We fully embrace 
the mission statement of the National Philoptochos and participate in Metropolis and National charities 

while also maintaining a local focus on schools and scholarships, baking, women’s wellness, the homeless, 
the working poor, the elderly, the infirm, the human-trafficked, and various other local charities. 

Philoptochos Society Agia Elpis Chapter
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral

Charlotte, North Carolina

Congratulations on the Archdiocese’s 
 100-Year Anniversary!
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Congratulations to Philoptochos on 90 years  
of Philanthropy! Looking forward to continuing 

our commitment to helping others.
Ladies Philoptochos Society  

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Stamford, CT

The Ladies Philoptochos Society of the  
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral  

in Houston, Texas
Congratulates our Holy Archdiocese on its 100th Anniversary!
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Ladies Philoptochos Society of 

Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas  
Greek Orthodox Church 

Staten Island, NY 
 
 

Congratulations to our Archdiocese's  
100th Year Anniversary. 

 
 May our faith and faithful continue to grow 
for the next 100 years and forever thereafter. 

Congratulations and Best Wishes on the  
100th Anniversary of the Archdiocese and  

the 90th Anniversary of Philoptochos!

 
St. Andrew’s Women’s Philoptochos Society, Chicago, IL, 

honors our very own, Arlene Siavelis Kehl, 
National Philoptochos President (2020-Present) and in 

Memory of Beatrice Marks, 
Past National Philoptochos President (1982-1986)

t
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Xronia Polla for the Centennial Celebration  
of our Archdiocese,  

including 90 years of Philanthropy!

St. Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society  
Chapter #7013 
Troy, Michigan

i i

i i

ee ee ee ee ee ee ee e ee ee

Continuing the philanthropic legacy  
of our mothers and sisters-in-Christ,  

who established, expanded and enhanced  
the Philoptochos organization.

St. Anna Philoptochos, 
Kimisis Tis Theotokou 

Southampton, NY

ee ee ee ee ee ee ee e ee ee

A
M

E
T

H
Y

ST
A

M
E

T
H

Y
ST



–484–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial

 

St Ypomoni 
Philoptochos Society 

Of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of 
Nashville, Tennessee 

 
 

Sends their warmest greetings 
and prayers for 

 

The Centennial 
Celebration of the 

 

Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of 

America 
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In loving memory of our faithful parents
Theofanis P. & Margarita Papageorgiou Bambalis

Nick S. & Zoe Andros Dermatas

Spyros Nick & Amelia Bambalis Dermatas
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church

Macon, Georgia

 
 
General A & E, “Industry’s Partner in Progress”, 
congratulates The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America on its 100th Anniversary. 

 
John & Stella Baker and Family 

       Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Cathedral  
                St. John the Theologian 
  Tenafly, New Jersey 
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Dr. Athena Hayden-Motal, Nickolas Hayden  
and their Families,

In Loving Memory of their Father and Pappou
Costa Hayden,

Dedicated Photographer of the  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

and the Orthodox Observer
1966-1996

Wish to Congratulate our Holy Archdiocese and  
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros  

on the Centennial.

Congratulations to the Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America  
on 100 years, a blessing  

for our Church!  

Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth  
Frangadakis  

d
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Congratulations on
100 Years  

of Ministry to the
Orthodox Faithful  

of America!

Archon Dr. Nicholas 
& Susan Loutsion

8

Proudly Co-Celebrating the Centennial  
of the Archdiocese,  

as well as our Home Parish of 
 St. George, Hamilton, NJ

Kakoyiannis Family

8
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As we celebrate the Centennial of our Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese, let us pray that God will enlighten and guide our 

world leaders to bring peace and prosperity to our troubled 
world, and for our church leaders to unite us in Christ our Lord.
May we also not ever forget that our Greek language has been 
used to practice our Greek Orthodox Faith, to also defend it  

and promote it over the ages.

Με Αγάπη Πάντοτε!

Colonel (Retired) Andonios Neroulias and  
Mrs. Eva Neroulias and Family

The Palmieri Family 
of St. Luke, 

Broomall, PA

i i
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Best Wishes &  
Continued Success!

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Pialtos

i i

i i

Looking Forward  
to Many More  

Centennials to Come!

Tony Payiavlas Family 
d
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Congratulations to our  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese  

of America for 100 years of  
Faith, and to the next 100! 

                                    

The future of our  
Faith is our youth!

Dean, Joanne, Symeon, 
George, Lindsay, Dino  
and Ioanna Stavrakas

Congratulations to  
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 

on the 100th anniversary  
of the Church in America. 

  
from  

The Vaggelas Family 
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In Loving Memory  
of 

Paul & Lola Vranas

We have much gratitude 
and respect working 

with the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America. 
Congratulations on this 
memorable milestone.  

All the best,
4ps.com /  

4 P’s of Marketing 
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BEST WISHES TO OUR CHERISHED PARTNER

I N  C E LE B R ATI O N  O F  IT S  C E NTE N N IA L

F R O M YO U R  F R I E N DS  AT  
A M E R I C A N J E WI S H  CO M M IT TE E  ( A J C )

 David Harris Rabbi Noam Marans 
 C EO I NTE R R E L I G I O U S  A FFA I R S 

Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America

Offering prayers for god’s blessings 
upon the forty-sixth bi-ennial 
clergy-laity congress on the 

occasion of the celebration of the 
centennial of the Greek orthodox 

archdiocese of America. 

During its thirty-fifth anniversary 
year, orthodox Christian laity 
recommits to its mission of 

promoting orthodox Christian 
administrative unity in America, 

conciliarity and accountability in 
church governance, and orthodox 
education and spiritual renewal. 

Peter Zarras, President 
George D. Karcazes, Secretary 

George Matsoukas, EXEC. DIRECTOR EMERITUS 
David Oancea, Executive director 

Offering prayers for god’s blessings 
upon the forty-sixth bi-ennial 
clergy-laity congress on the 

occasion of the celebration of the 
centennial of the Greek orthodox 

archdiocese of America. 

During its thirty-fifth anniversary 
year, orthodox Christian laity 
recommits to its mission of 

promoting orthodox Christian 
administrative unity in America, 

conciliarity and accountability in 
church governance, and orthodox 
education and spiritual renewal. 

Peter Zarras, President 
George D. Karcazes, Secretary 

George Matsoukas, EXEC. DIRECTOR EMERITUS 
David Oancea, Executive director 

A
M

E
T

H
Y

ST
A

M
E

T
H

Y
ST



–493–

section ix / sponsors

cc

We thank God for the past, 
we celebrate the present and 
envision the future. May the 
Lord continue to bless our 
Churches, Clergy and the 
Faithful through the next 

century.

Metropolis of Boston 
Philoptochos

Q Q Q Q Q

Open again after two 
years of pandemic, the 
Archdiocesan Cultural 

Center continues to 
contribute to the Greek 

Culture in the NYC area with 
new vision and plans for 

the next 100 years!

Hellenic Cultural Center  
Astoria, NY

Q Q Q Q Q

Prayers, Blessings, and  
Congratulations!

from our  
Faithful Stewards

Q

A
M

E
T

H
Y

ST
A

M
E

T
H

Y
ST



–494–

greek orthodox archdiocese of america centennial
C

IT
R

IN
E

C
IT

R
IN

E

 ANNUNCIATION GREEK 
ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 

Columbus, Ohio

Lord, Lord look down from heaven  
and behold and visit this vineyard  
which Your right hand has planted,  
and You have established. (Ps 79)

Thank you!

In Christ’s Service,
Rev. Demetrios Gardikes, Economos

Dean of the Cathedral

d

Continued blessings  
for the next 100 years!

Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

Toledo, Ohio 

Fr. Larry Legakis, Proistamenos 
Emmanuel T. Yakumithis, President

d

Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral,  

Portland, Oregon 
offers prayers and 

congratulations to the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of America on its 
Centennial Celebration!
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The Proistamenos, the 
members of the Parish 
Council, and the faithful 
of St. George Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral in 

Philadelphia, PA offer our best wishes 
to our spiritual father, His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America 
for the occasion of the Centennial 
Anniversary Celebration of our Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 
We also offer our thanksgiving to our 
heavenly Father that He led so far our 
venerable institution since its inception, 
and we fervently pray for future 
growth, both spiritual 
and infrastructural. 
Congratulations and a 
blessed and happy  
100th Anniversary!

The Proistamenos, the members of the Parish Council, and the faithful of St. George 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Philadelphia, PA offering our best wishes to our 
spiritual father, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America for the occasion 
of the Centennial Anniversary Celebration of our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. We also offer our thanksgiving to our heavenly Father that He led so far 
our venerable institution since its inception, and we fervently pray for future 
growth, both spiritual and infrastructural. Congratulations and a blessed and 
happy 100th Anniversary! 
 

 
 

 

G
r
e

e
k

 O
r
th

o
d

ox Cathedral of S
a
in

t G
e

o
r
g

e

S
e

r
v

i
n

g
 O

u
r  L

o rd  1 9 2 2 - 2 0 2 2  Ph
i l a

d

e
l p

h
i
a

 P
A

���������

The Proistamenos, the members of the Parish Council, and the faithful of St. George 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Philadelphia, PA offering our best wishes to our 
spiritual father, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America for the occasion 
of the Centennial Anniversary Celebration of our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. We also offer our thanksgiving to our heavenly Father that He led so far 
our venerable institution since its inception, and we fervently pray for future 
growth, both spiritual and infrastructural. Congratulations and a blessed and 
happy 100th Anniversary! 
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Best Wishes for a Successful
46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress

and 100th Anniversary!
May the Lord continue to Bless and

keep our Archdiocese.

Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Columbia, South Carolina

St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Cathedral

~
Rev. Fr. Athanasios Haros, Dean

Rev. Fr. Theofanis Katsiklis

36 N. Pinellas Ave., Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
727-937-3540 

www.stnicholastarpon.org

Congratulations!
Have a Successful 

Congress!

St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral

Bethlehem, PA
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Congratulations on the 
Centennial of the Archdiocese. 
All Holy Spirit looks ahead to 

the next 100 years of guidance 
from the Archdiocese to 

assist our parish in growing an 
Orthodox Christian Community 

in Omaha, devoted to 
worshiping God, and living the 

Gospel in the hope of our Salvation.
 

All Holy Spirit 
Greek Orthodox Church

Omaha, NE

d

 Let us continue to, “encourage 
one another and build up one 

another,” as one body, strengthened 
in faith and love in our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.

All Saints Church
Joliet, IL

From your Friends and Family at 
Annunciation, Mobile, AL

Congratulations on the first hundred 
years and may God grant us 

many more!

We are blessed  
to be a part of the  
Holy Archdiocese 

of America.

Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church 

Nassau, Bahamas
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The Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Church of 
Memphis, Tennessee

celebrates, with our Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, the Centennial  

of our Archdiocese.

May our gracious Lord 
continue to bless and 

grow our precious 
Orthodox faith in 

America.

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
OF THE ASSUMPTION  

WINDHAM, NY

Firmly rooted in the past, and branching out  
into the future, may Orthodox Christianity 

blossom from earth unto Paradise.

Congratulations on 
achieving this  

Centennial milestone!

Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church, 

Dayton, OH

In honor of the  
100th Anniversary of  
the Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America

Assumption  
Greek Orthodox Church

Galveston, TX
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 Glory to God for 
our first 100 years! 

May God continue to bless 
our Holy Archdiocese!

Assumption 
Greek Orthodox  

Church

Madison, WI

 Dormition of  
the Virgin Mary 

Greek Orthodox Church
Our 100th Anniversary Celebration

 A Century of Common Commitment! 
As we celebrate the Centennial of our  

Holy Archdiocese, it’s the beginning of a new era  
for the Church. May our support for the growth and 

future of our Parishes in America be fulfilled with  
the Grace of Our Trinitarian God.  

Happy Centennial! 

 Fr. Zisis Lappas, Presiding Priest
 The parish council & the entire community of the 

Dormition of the Virgin Mary, Winchester VA

Congratulations to the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America  

for its Centennial Anniversary.  
Wishing you many more years  

of dedicated service to our  
Lord and His people.

Evangelismos  
Greek Orthodox Church 

est. 1935
Jersey City, New Jersey

Fr. Michael Diamond, 
Proistamenos

Parish Council, Philoptochos,  
and all of our Ministries

 

 1 

CONGRATULATIONS 
on a Proud Past and a Bright Future! 

Holy Apostles, Saints Peter and Paul 
Greek Orthodox Church 

1908 –2022      Haverhill, Massachusetts 

Very Rev. Archimandrite Dr. Makarios Niakaros, Pastor 

Chris Georgiadis, Parish Council president 
Elaine Tzitzon, Philoptochos president 

CONGRATULATIONS
on a Proud Past  

and a Bright Future!
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May God grant 100 more 
years of fruitful ministry  
to the Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America.

Holy Cross  
Greek Orthodox 

Church  
Whitestone, New York

We wish you a 
blessed & successful 

Congress.

Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox Church

Middletown, NY

Q

Congratulations to 
our Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America 
on their  

100th Anniversary.

Holy Cross  
Greek Orthodox Church

Stroudsburg, PA

Congratulations and Many Blessings 
to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America on the 100 Year Anniversary!

From the entire community of

Holy Mother of God 
Greek Orthodox Church

Tallahassee, FL
Rev. Fr. Robert J. O’Loughlin
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A House of Prayer  
for all the Nations

Holy Transfiguration 
Mission 

Columbus, GA

Q

 Glory to God for 
our first 100 years! 

May God continue to bless 
our Holy Archdiocese!

Assumption 
Greek Orthodox Church

Madison, WI

 

Congratulations to  
our Archdiocese  

of America!

Holy Trinity Church 
Bridgeport, CT

Many more years  
to our beloved and sacred 

Archdiocese!

Holy Trinity  
Greek Orthodox Church

Waterbury, CT

d

“Glory to God for all things.”  
-St. John Chrysostom

Congratulations for our Archdiocese Centennial 
and 46th Clergy-Laity Congress

Holy Transfiguration  
Greek Orthodox Church

Offering the Orthodox Presence since 1989
3431 Trickum Road, Marietta, GA 30066

Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, Ph.D., Protopresbyter
Fr. George Pallas, Protopresbyter
Fr. John Brown, Protopresbyter

Fr. Michael Tishel, Presbyter
Parish Council, Philoptochos and Parishioners
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Best Wishes for a 
Successful 

Clergy-Laity Congress!

Holy Trinity  
Greek Orthodox Church  

Wilmington, DE

Congratulations to our 
beloved Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America 

on their  
100th Anniversary.

With love in Christ,
Holy Trinity 

Community of  
Clearwater, Florida  

8 8 8 8 8 8 8

8 8 8 8 8 8 8

d

Congratulations to the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

for 100 Years of devoted Ministry.
From the Holy Trinity 

Greek Orthodox Church 
Raleigh, NC

και ειs ανώτερα

Celebrating  
100 Years  

as an Archdiocese  
of America!

Holy Trinity  
Greek Orthodox Church

Biloxi, MS

tttttttttttttttt

tttttttttttttttt
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In Celebration of
100 years of the 

Archdiocese
The Clergy, Parish Council 

and Parishioners of 
Holy Trinity - St. Nicholas
 Greek Orthodox Church

Cincinnati, OH

 Congratulations to our 
beloved Archdiocese on 
this 100th Anniversary.  

May it be blessed during the 
next 100 years, and beyond!

Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church 

of San Francisco  
Serving the Community!

Q
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May Peace prevail  
on our people 
everywhere. 

Holy Trinity Church  
Casper, WY

S

Best Wishes
& God’s Blessings

For The Next 100 Years

From your Parish
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
Rev. Fr. Christos Webb, Parish Council & Faithful

Best Wishes & God’s Blessings 
For the Next 100 Years!

From Your Parish

Holy Trinity  
Greek Orthodox Church
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin

Rev Fr. Christos Webb,  
Parish Council & Faithful

May God Grant 
Many Years to Our  

Holy Archdiocese on this 
Blessed Centennial.

Kimisis Tis Theotokou 
Greek Orthodox Church 

 of Poughkeepsie, NY

Congratulations on the 
Centennial of the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese!

Kimissis Tis Theotokou  
Greek Orthodox Church 

Racine, Wisconsin

Kimissis Tis Theotokou 
(Dormition of the Mother of God) 

Greek Orthodox Church was founded in 
1916 by Greek Immigrants who settled in 
Racine, Wisconsin. We are a parish of the 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago 
in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 

America. Our parish feast day is August 15.

Current Priest, Rev.  Father John Ketchum,  
Protopresbyter
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Nativity of the 
Theotokos 

Greek Orthodox 
Church

Fredericksburg, VA

Congratulations to the Archdiocese 
on achieving 100 years of spiritual 

leadership, guidance and spreading of 
Hellenic culture in the United States.

Our Greek Orthodox Faith and 
the members of our churches have 

played an integral part in the 
growth of this country, contributing 

from the local level to impacting 
historical events. May the next  

100 years be as impactful 
as the first.

Saint Andrew  
Greek Orthodox Church 

Randolph, New Jersey

Q

 Glory to God for 
our first 100 years! 

May God continue to bless 
our Holy Archdiocese!

Assumption 
Greek Orthodox Church

Madison, WI

Congratulations and 
all blessings to our 

Holy Archdiocese from 

Saint Anthony the Great 
in Springfield, IL
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The Parish Community of
 St. Basil 

Greek Orthodox Church
(in Our 99th Year!) 

Chicago, IL 

 Congratulates the  
Archdiocese

on the Occasion of
Your 100th  Anniversary.  

Well done, our dear and faithful servants!

Fr. Athanasios Minetos
Proistamenos

St. Basil Parish Council 

 May God Bless our Archdiocese! 
Happy 100th Anniversary 

from the Parish of  
St. Catherine

Greek Orthodox Church 
Greenwood Village, Colorado

d

Saint Catherine  
Greek Orthodox Church

West Palm Beach, Florida
www.stcatherine-wpb.org

!
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From 100 Years  
to Eternity— 

May God Bless  
our Holy Archdiocese!

Sts. Constantine & Helen
Swansea, IL

The families, congregation, Clergy, parish council, 
and all the philanthropic organizations of 
Saints Constantine and Helen Church of 

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin recognize and celebrate 
the Centennial anniversary of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America. The immigrants to the 
Americas in the early part of the 20th century carved 

out a new life for themselves on this continent.  
They faced many obstacles with the new environment 

that they landed in.  They arrived with different 
languages, culture, education, and religion. These 

intrepid pioneers brought and kept the Greek 
Orthodox Faith with them; it was the cement that 

held them together by prayer and faith.  Here they 
laid the foundation 100 years ago that still stands 

firmly today – that we as Greek Orthodox Christians 
continue to stand together upon.

 
The entirety of  

Saints Constantine and Helen Church  
congratulates the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
and prays for its continued success  

for the next 100 years.

B

Best Wishes on the 
46th Archdiocese 

Clergy-Laity 
Congress from 

St. Demetrios Greek 
Orthodox Church 

and St. Barbara 
Philoptochos Society.

St. Demetrios
Protopresbyter Father Joseph Samaan, Proistamenos 

129 N. Halifax Ave., Daytona Beach, FL 32118
Office 386-252-6012 • Fax: 386-253-7613

www.stdemetriosdaytona.org
office@stdemetriosdaytona.org 
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ST. DEMETRIOS 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

SAGINAW, MI

MANY YEARS TO OUR 
HOLY ARCHDIOCESE!

“Εἰς πολλά έτη”  
Χρόνια πολλά!  

In Christ’s Love,  
Historical Church of  
St. Demetrios

Jersey City, 
New Jersey

Q Q Q Q Q

May God continue  
to bless our Archdiocese 

into our next century!

Saint Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church

Perth Amboy, NJ

Q Q Q Q Q

We wish great  
success to the  
Clergy-Laity 

Congress!

Saint Demetrios  
Merrick, NY
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Congratulations and Best 
Wishes for another 100 
successful years to our 
Holy Archdiocese in 

spreading the word of the 
Gospel in America!

Saint George Church
Schererville, IN

Congratulations to  
our Archdiocese for  
100 years of service.  

Blessings and  
great Success for the  

next 100 years!

St. George  
Greek Orthodox Church

Ocean City, Maryland

d

“Where God guides,  
He provides.”   

Isaiah 58:11 

We pray for a spiritually healthy 
leadership and support of  

our Holy Church for many years. 
May God grant  

one hundred more.

Saint George 
Greek Orthodox Church

Schenectady, NY

d
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St. George in St. Paul, 
Minnesota sends its 
congratulations and 

prayers for our 
beloved Archdiocese! 

May the Lord grant our  
entire Archdiocese 
many more years of 
rightly teaching the 
word of His truth.   

www.stgeorgegoc.org

d

God Bless and  
Congratulations on this  

Historic Celebration!

Greek Orthodox Church of 
St. George Clifton, NJ 

and the Shrine of 
St. Nectarios

St. George 
Tropeoforos 

Greek  
Orthodox 

Church 

New York, NY

On the Centennial  
of the Archdiocese  

in America…all the best!
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“One generation shall commend  
your works to another and shall 

declare your mighty acts.” 
Psalm 145:4 

Congratulations on the 100th 
Anniversary of our Holy Archdiocese!

 
Reverend Economos Dean A. Panagos

and the Parish family of
Saint John the Baptist

Greek Orthodox Church 

77 Montauk Highway
Blue Point, New York

www.stjohnsbluepoint.org

d

May God bless our 
Archdiocese with  
many more years!

St. Katherine’s 
Greek Orthodox Church

Burlington, NC

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. John The Forerunner  
Greek Orthodox Church 
Boardman, Ohio 1965 – present 
Youngstown, Ohio 1915 – 1965 

 
  “Legacy, Renewal, Unity” 

 
Father Constantin and Presvytera Alexandra 

Ursache 
Parish Council & Philoptochos 
and Community of Saint John 

 
 

!
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“Talk to your  
converts, 

obey your priest.”

St. Luke the Evangelist 
Greek Orthodox Church

Columbia, MO

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of  

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them  
to obey everything I have commanded you.

(Matthew 28:19-20)

Saint Markella 
Greek Orthodox Church

Wantagh, NY

Congratulations on 
100 Blessed Years 

and Best Wishes for 
the Next 100.

Saint Nicholas 
Church

Northridge, CA

On behalf of the entire  
parish of 

Sts. Mary Magdalene  
and Markella  

Greek Orthodox Church of 
Darlington, MD,  

we wish many more  
blessed years for our 

Holy Archdiocese.
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Celebrating 
100 years of our 
Orthodox Faith 

in America

St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church

Oak Lawn, IL

On behalf of the Parish Council, 
Fr. Michael, Presvytera Dimitra, 

Church Staff, and the entire family of 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
 in Baltimore, Maryland, we would like

 to congratulate His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, 

for his foresight and inspiration 
in planning this historic 

Centennial celebration and providing a 
memorable 2022 Centennial Journal 

for the faithful of our Holy Archdiocese.

With love in Christ,
St. Nicholas family 

of Baltimore, Maryland

d

“…having been built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the cornerstone, in

whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a
holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built

together into a dwelling place in God of the Spirit.”
Ephesians 2:20-22 

 

On the occasion of the centennial anniversary of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, the
parish of St. Nicholas of Jamestown, NY, celebrating their centennial anniversary in September
2022, offers congratulations, best wishes and prayers for continued spiritual leadership of the

Church.  May the Lord continue to extend His hand of blessing the church, growing together and
moving forward positively in the 21st Century.  

 
Rev. Protopresvyteros. Soterios Rousakis, Proistamenos
The Parish Council, Philoptochos Board and Ministries

 

Welcome! 
There are 

no strangers here. 
Come & Receive!

Saint Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church 

Virginia Beach, VA
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The Parish of
St. Sophia/SS. Faith, Hope & Agape in

Jeffersonville, PA
Sends their Best Wishes to the  

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
as we Celebrate the 

Centennial of our Archdiocese
(1922-2022)

Q Q Q Q Q

God bless our Archdiocese as we 
begin our second century!

St. Sophia’s 
Greek Orthodox Church, 

Syracuse, New York
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THE SAINT SPYRIDON  
HELLENIC ORTHODOX CHURCH  

OF PALOS HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS PRAYS FOR A 
BLESSED AND FRUITFUL CLERGY-LAITY 
CONGRESS, FOR PEACE FROM ABOVE  

AND FOR UNITY IN THE WORLD.  
 
 

Celebrating our Centennial, we honor our 
faithful forebearers, clergy, and hierarchs 

who sacrificed so much for the founding of this 
Holy Archdiocese. We pray that our Lord 

will abundantly bless us as we embark 
on this second century in His service.

 St. Theodore 
Greek Orthodox Church

Lanham, Maryland

A charming church nestled outside of our nation's capital, 
abounding with warm hospitality and traditional worship.

On behalf of our small church in the 
potato fields, we congratulate the 

Archdiocese for 100 years of leadership 
and success. We also congratulate  

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
on being our Shepherd for the Greek 

Orthodox faithful in the U.S.A.  
To the next 100 years!  

In Christ’s Love,

Transfiguration of Christ 
Greek Orthodox Church

Mattituck, NY
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On behalf of our entire 
community, the Parish Council, 
the Ladies Philoptochos Society, 
and our Youth Organization we 

pray with all the Faithful, that the 
Lord will continue to bless our 
Holy Archdiocese of America 

and may the Holy Spirit guide us 
through the next 100 years!  

God bless the Archdiocese of 
America, her Clergy, and Faithful!

Transfiguration 
Greek Orthodox Church

Charlottesville, VA

d

8 8 8 8 8 8 8

8 8 8 8 8 8 8

Congratulations on the  
90 th Anniversary of the  

National Philoptochos Society! 
 

With best wishes from the  
Ladies’ Philoptochos Society of the Cathedral 
of the Annunciation in Baltimore, Maryland.  

Observing our 86th year of providing  
missions of mercy for those who find  

themselves in need. 
 

Honoring our Past… 
Heralding our Future

Q Q Q Q Q

With Glory to God for His blessings  
throughout the past hundred years,

we pray for growth, strength and unity  
in Christ for all the years to come.

Greek Orthodox  
Ladies Philoptochos Elpis Society

Founded in 1925

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
New Orleans, Louisiana

The first Greek Orthodox Church  
in America

Established in 1864

z z z z z z z z z z z z z

Portland Oregon Philoptochos
Holy Trinity  

Greek Orthodox Cathedral
In remembrance of all Portland’s departed 

Philoptochos members…those who 
manifested our “circle” concept; 

Mary Magdalene. Phoebe. Martha.  
Priscilla. Makrina. Seraphima,

which brought life to the work of the 
church through women of all ages, 

languages, marital status, geography, 
professions and more.

“Many hands made our work light and our 
community stronger.”

Congratulations on 100 years!
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It is with humble hearts that we congratulate 
our beloved Archdiocese on 100 years of 

education, guidance, and cultivation of the 
teachings of Christ.

The Philoptochos Society of
Sts. Constantine & Helen Cathedral

Cleveland Heights, Ohio

100 Years

Q Q Q Q Q

Q Q Q Q Q

St. George  
Greek Orthodox Cathedral  

of Hartford, CT  
Ladies Philoptochos Society 

celebrates the  
Centennial of our  
Holy Archdiocese  
and looks forward  
to the next century  

of Philanthropy.

St. Catherine  
Philoptochos Society  

and the Parishioners of  
Holy Trinity  

Greek Orthodox Cathedral  
in Camp Hill, PA  

recognize the Archdiocese 
for 100 years of God’s Work.

y y y

Congratulations on the 100th Year of our
Holy Greek OrthodoxArchdiocese of America

And many  more! 

SAINT SOPHIA CATHEDRAL PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY 
LOS ANGELES 

EXECUTIVE BOARD  
 Dina Demetrius  -  President 

 Judith Christopoulos       Elaine Bissias 
   Loula Moschonas Edgerton        Constance Manders Gringieri 

       Diane Bissias   Karen Sarames 
        Virginia Noyes 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Katrina Beers, Olga Jordan, Jayne Poullos  

Simona Rebiga +, Allison Stavarides, Mary Tassop 

Very Rev. Fr. John Bakas, Dean 
Fr. Anthony Cornett, Assistant Priest 
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We	have	much	to	learn,	
and	so	many	to	teach	us!	
	

Congratulations	to	one	of	the	oldest	
women’s	philanthropic	organizations	
from	one	of	its	youngest	chapters.	

	

With	love	from	your	Sisters	in	Christ	at	
	

The Ascension of Our Lord  
	

Lincolnshire,	Illinois	

Congratulations and 
Best Wishes to the 

Clergy-Laity Congress 
on celebrating its 
100th Anniversary 

From the  
Archangel Michael  

Ladies Philoptochos Society

Port Washington, NY

d
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Commemorating  
100 years of growth and 

achievement by God’s grace 
and through His guidance 
of our Holy Archdiocese  

of America. 

Heartfelt congratulations, 

Philoptochos Sisterhood of 
Assumption Church,  

Chicago

May God bless our ministries! Church of the Holy Cross Philoptochos, Belmont CA

May God bless our ministries! 
Church of the Holy Cross  

Philoptochos
Belmont, CA

 

Congratulations! 
Looking forward to the next 100 years. 

 
Holy Anargyroi Philoptochos Society 

Rochester, MN 
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Congratulations to our
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese on

its Centennial Celebration!

                      
    

                        
The Ladies Philoptochos Society 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
New Rochelle, New York

z z z z z z z z z z z z

z z z z z z z z z z z z

Congratulations on this  
Centennial Celebration!

 
We wish the Archdiocese of 

America another 100 Years of 
Unity & Success.

 
Warmest Wishes  

from the Panagia Chapter  
of Philoptochos
from St. Anthony  

Greek Orthodox Church
Pasadena, California

May the mission and ministries of the  
Ladies P hiloptochos Society
continue Eternally with Faith,  

Love, Comfort and Hope
In His Service,

Saint Anastasia Chapter
Saint Katherine Greek Orthodox Church

Naples, Florida

zzzzzzzzzz

Congratulations  
to our Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America  

for 100 years  
of Faith and to  

the next 100 years.

Holy Trinity  
Greek Orthodox Ladies 

Philoptochos Society 
Schiller Park, IL

zzzzzzzzzz
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St. Catherine’s Philoptochos 
Society of  Holy Resurrection in 

Brookville, NY 
Expresses their heartfelt best wishes 

and sincerest prayers for all of 
God’s blessings upon the Greek   

Orthodox Archdiocese, Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America, all the   

hierarchy, clergy, the Philoptochos 
chapters, and laity on the occasion 

of the 100 year anniversary.  

*** 

St. Catherine’s Philoptochos
Society of Holy Resurrection

Brookville, NY

Expresses their heartfelt best wishes
and sincerest prayers for all of 

God’s blessings upon the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese, Archbishop
Elphidophoros of America, all the 
hierarchy, clergy, the Philoptochos 

chapters, and laity on the occasion of 
the 100th year anniversary.

Congratulations on 100 Years & to many more!

Ladies Philoptochos Society
St. Dorkas Adelphotis #1029

Ss Nicholas, Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church
80 Laurel Avenue, Roseland, New Jersey 07068

Congratulations on 100 Years  
& to many more!

Ladies Philoptochos Society
St. Dorkas Adelphotis #1029

Ss. Nicholas, Constantine & Helen  
Greek Orthodox Church

80 Laurel Avenue, Roseland, New Jersey 07068

8 8 8 8 8 8 8

8 8 8 8 8 8 8

OUR VERY  
BEST WISHES

Philoptochos Society Elpis
Sts. Constantine & Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church

Cambridge, MA

Through the prayers of  
St. Barbara, we celebrate  

the Centennial year and ask  
God’s blessings on the  

Archdiocese of America and  
on all who serve the  
Orthodox faithful. 

With love in Christ,
The Ladies of St. Barbara’s  

Philoptochos Society  
Holy Trinity – Dallas, TX
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Congratulations to the  
Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America on  
its 100th Anniversary!

Best Wishes,

The Ladies of St. Irene  
Philoptochos of St. Thomas  

Greek Orthodox Church 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey

gsh

May God Grant  
Us All Many, Many Years!  
Celebrating 75 Years of  

Philanthropy Serving Our Lord
 

St. Irene Ladies 
Philoptochos Society 

The Greek Orthodox Church  
of the Holy Trinity 

Charleston, SC

St. Mary’s Philoptochos Chapter 2049  
joyfully celebrates 77 years of service in Minneapolis,  

90 years of the National Ladies Philoptochos Society, and  
100 years of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  

Best wishes to all! 
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Sts. Peter & Paul  
Ladies Philoptochos Society of 

Glenview, IL 

Congratulates all on the 
Celebration of 100 years 

of the Archdiocese. 
May the theme of 

“Legacy, Renewal, Unity” 
honor our past and remind us 

of our future endeavors.

The St. Sophia Ladies 
Philoptochos Society 

of Elgin, Illinois 

Congratulates the 
Archdiocese as we 
Continue to Work 

Together with 
Faith, Hope, and Love.

Q Q Q

St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox  

Cathedral
Philoptochos

Pittsburgh, PA
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Warmest 
congratulations on your 
achievements and best 

wishes for the next  
hundred plus years!

Three Hierarchs  
Ladies Philoptochos

Brooklyn, NY
Chapter 58

Congratulations as you 
Celebrate the Centennial 

 of the Archdiocese.   
May God bless the Congress 

as you continue with  
“Legacy, Renewal  

and Unity.”

Andrew Peter Arbes
Manasquan, NJ 

Q Q Q Q  Q

S

CONGRATULATIONS 
PHILOPTOCHOS

on 90 years of Philanthropy

Among our many accomplishments,  
we at Annunciation are proud that  

one of our parishioners, Chris Papakirk,  
created a logo that became the logo  

for National Philoptochos.

Here’s to many more years of Philanthropy!

 Soteria Chapter
Annunciation Greek 

Orthodox Church
Dayton, Ohio

n n n n n n n n n

n n n n n n n n n

Axios! Congratulations  
and best wishes on the  

occasion of your  
Centennial from the  

St. Spyridon  
Philoptochos Society of  

Worcester, MA
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As our Holy Archdiocese enters
into its second century of existence
in these United States of America…

We honor our legacy, witnessing to
the sacrifice of our forefathers…

We are reminded of the sacred task
at hand, continuing to offer
renewal to the world through the
light of the Resurrection of
Christ…

And we are charged with leaving a
firm foundation of faith for future
generations, unified by His most
sacred body & precious blood.

Rev. Fr. George 
Athanasiou

Remembering:
+Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh

+Rev. Fr. George L. Livanos 
 

In honor of: 
Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh

Archon Harry & Joyce Athanasiou
Rev. Fr. Nicholas C. Triantafilou 

Rev. Fr. John & Pres. Becky Touloumes

”And what you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men, who will be able to teach others also…” 

(2 Timothy 2:2)

Wishing many years to the  
Holy Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese of America!
May our LORD continue  

to keep our Faith  
alive and strong  

in the Orthodox Church. 
AXIOS!!!

Gus and Judith Christopoulos
and Family

8 8 8 8 8 8

8 8 8 8 8 8
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Congratulations to the  
Greek Orthodox  

Archdiocese  
on 100 years!

Konstantina Caster

Congratulations!
Patricia & 

Lewis Assaley
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For a Blessed 2nd Century

Archon Dr. Harry  
& Carol Dimopoulos

 S

On behalf of the 
Klingos Family, Theodore P., 
Linda, Ana Marie, and Julius 

we pray to the Good Lord 
that He continues to guide 

our Archdiocese as we 
celebrate our centennial, and 
remember our forefathers of  
blessed memory who laid its 
foundation. We pray for our 
Clergy that they be granted 

an abundance of health, 
wisdom and patience as we 

evolve over the next 100 years.

Q

Q

Patrick  
and 

Cindy Crosson
Q

Q

Congratulations to our  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of America for 100 years of 
faith, fellowship and culture 
and to the next 100 years.

Christina Damala Hiotis  
and daughters: 

A

Maria Hiotis Petrulakis,  
Dean Petrulakis 

(spouse) 

CHILDREN:  
Andreas,  

Elena Christina,  
& Pavlos

Yianna Hiotis Halikias,  
Aris Halikias 

(spouse)  

CHILDREN: 
Lefteris, 

Chrysobalamtou  
& Mariam Christina
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Congratulations  
on this most  
important  

Centennial!

Kollitides Family

d

May God bless 
the Centennial of 
our Archdiocese!

Arthur Loridas

Honoring Orthodoxy  
in America

Girard, Angela, Dimitri, Stefanos,  
and Constantine Mitchell

,.

Congratulations  
&  

Best Wishes
from the

Mouroufas Family
San Francisco
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One hundred years! 
Our past and our future. 

Brent and Virginia 
Noyes

Q

Celebrating the  
Centennial together!
To the next 100 Years!

 

Gus & Gail 
Pablecas

d
Our family extends our warmest 

greetings to all Orthodox faithful in 
America and prays for the continued 
growth of the faith according to the 

teachings of Jesus Christ.

Psefteas Family

Harrison, Evan,  
Christine and Matthew 

Nicholas

Demerest, NJ

KLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLK

KLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLK
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Thanks be to God for all the  
progress we have made and  
smooth sailing ahead with  

prosperity and zeal to preserve  
our precious ancient culture  

and linguistic gem.

Frederica Sagiani

In memory of  
Mimi and John  

Skandalakis

Vickie and Bill Scaljon

Q Q Q Q  Q

Q Q Q Q  Q

We join together  
with our beloved  

Archbishop Elpidophoros  
and the Greek American 
Community in offering  

our heartfelt congratulations 
on this historic occasion of the 
Centennial of the Archdiocese.

Basilios and Haido 
Theodosakis

As we celebrate the  
Centennial of 

our Archdiocese 
we hope and pray  

for another Centennial  
and then some.

Elias & Eleftheria 
Tsekerides
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The Episcopal Church celebrates 
with you this centennial of 
ministry and ecumenical 

partnership! May our work 
together continue through  

the next century 
and beyond.    

Grace and peace to you in the name  
of Jesus the Christ. We send our  
greetings and congratulations to  
you on the occasion of your 46th  

Clergy-Laity Congress. May God  
be honored through your legacy,  

foundational to your renewal,  
and revealed through your unity.   

Congratulations!

 The Council of Bishops  
of 

The United Methodist 
Church

Thank You  
to Our  

Faithful  
Supporters!
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PARISHES

Many Years - God Bless!  
St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Springfield, MA

Annunciation/Evangelismos Greek Orthodox Church 
Farrel, PA

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Chattanooga, TN

Congratulations on the 100 year anniversary! 
Assumption Church of Hegewisch, IL

God bless us all!
Assumption of Port Jefferson, NY

Glory to God for all things!  
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, Price, Utah 

Congratulations on 100 years! 
Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church, Dulles, VA 

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church, Macon, GA

Best wishes for a successful Clergy-Laity Congress! 
Holy Spirit Church, Rochester, NY

Saint Herman of Alaska, pray to God for us! 
Holy Transfiguration, Anchorage, AK

Congratulations for 100 years of service!  
From Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of St. Augustine, FL

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Canton, OH

Panagia Pantovasilissa Greek Orthodox Church, Lexington, KY
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PARISHES

Presentation of Christ Greek Orthodox Church 
East Pittsburgh, PA

Saint Anthony Greek Orthodox Church
Reno, NV

Congratulations on 100 years and prayers for 100 more! 
St. Catherine Greek Orthodox Church, Ithaca, NY

Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church, West Nyack, NY  
looks forward to the next 100 years! 

May it be blessed.  
St. Demetrios Church, Fort Worth, TX

Saint Demetrios Church of Hammond, IN

St. Elpis Greek Orthodox Church in Hopewell, Virginia

Blessings from Redding, California on The Centennial of our Archdiocese
 

St. John the Divine Greek Orthodox Church, Wheeling, WV

Congratulations on the Centennial Celebration of the Archdiocese! 
St. Katherine Greek Orthodox Church, Redondo Beach, CA

Best wishes and many blessings for another 100 years of Clergy-Laity. 
St. Luke Greek Orthodox Church, Mooresville, NC

Chapel of St. Markella and St. Demetrios, Mary Esther, FL

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Youngstown, OH

Preserve O God, the Holy Orthodox Faith, and this  
Holy Archdiocese, unto the ages!

Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church, Sioux Falls, SD
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Celebrating this Centennial Landmark!
Annunciation Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral of Chicago Philoptochos Society

Here’s to the next blessed 100 years!
St. George Cathedral Philoptochos ‘Evangelismos’, Springfield, MA

Annunciation Philoptochos, Akron, OH
Melissa Chapter 6003

Philoptochos of Annunciation Church 
Buffalo, NY

Annunciation of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church Philoptochos 
Fort Myers, FL

Celebrating 90 years!  
Ascension Philoptochos, Oakland, CA

Congratulations on the 100th Anniversary of the Greek Orthodox  
Archdiocese of America, and may God guide us for the next 100 years.

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, Morgantown, WV  
Ladies Philoptochos Society

Elpis Philoptochos, Memphis, TN

The Good Samaritan Ladies Philoptochos Society  
of Annunciation Church, Cranston, RI

We are proud to have celebrated the 90th Anniversary of the Greek Orthodox  
Ladies Philoptochos Society at the 46th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress.   

Holy Apostles Philoptochos Society, Westchester, Illinois

Philoptochos Chapter #5055 Panagia Prousiotissa,  
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church, Macon, Georgia
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Congratulations on the Centennial Anniversary of the Archdiocese!   
Philoptochos, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Hicksville, NY

With Love, 
Holy Trinity Ladies Philoptochos Society 

Holyoke, MA

Congratulations and best wishes to all Parishes!
Kimisis Tis Theotokou Philoptochos, Poughkeepsie, NY 

Ladies Philoptochos Omonia Chapter #6037 
Holy Trinity Church, Pittsburgh, PA

Congratulations! With Love, 
The Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church

Chapter 1039, Toms River, NJ  

St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos
Peachtree City, GA

 
God Bless the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America for many more years. 

St. Demetrios Philoptochos, St. Elpis Chapter 5003 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Saint Demetrios Philoptochos 
Chapter 2035, Hammond, IN

Always united in love! 
St. Elizabeth the Wonderworker Philoptochos 

Chapter 5038, Gainesville, FL

On behalf of the St. Eugenia Ladies Philoptochos of Frederick, Maryland  
we are blessed to participate in the Centennial Clergy-Laity Congress  

and 90 years of Philoptochos in the US.
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PHILOPTOCHOS

God’s blessing at the start of the next 100 years!
Philoptochos Chapter #72 
St. George, New Britain, CT

Congratulations from St. George Greek Orthodox Church  
Ladies Philoptochos Society, Chapter #7009

Bloomfield Hills, MI

Congratulations on the 100 years of our Archdiocese 
St. Haralambos Ladies Philoptochos Society, Canton, OH 

St. Irene Philoptochos of St. Katherine Greek Orthodox Church, Chandler, AZ

Congratulations on the Centennial!  
St. John the Baptist Philoptochos Society, Anaheim, CA

Saint Spyridon Philoptochos  
Chapter 8016, Loveland, CO

Congratulations to our Holy Archdiocese and abundant prayers  
for continued growth in service to our Lord.

St. Xenia Philoptochos, Chapter 6039, Reading, PA

INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Rhea Ballas, Pittsburgh, PA

A. Steve Betzelos

Wishing all of God’s Blessing upon our  
Church, Archdiocese, Metropolis & Parishes

Paul Bitsos

Center for Hellenic Studies - Paideia

Rev. Fr. Paul and Presvytera Mary Christy & Family
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INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Congratulations on your Centennial!  
We are grateful to work together for peace and justice with you!

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP)

The Family, in memory of our late John S. Collis, M.D.

It is our honor to be part of the Centennial Celebration of our beloved  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America!
George & Marissa Costidis and children

The Cousoulis Family

Barbara Karis Downey

100th Anniversary Greetings! Martha Sikaras Driscoll

Allan and Polly Hillier

Despina Kartson

With grateful hearts for the 100th anniversary of our Archdiocese.  
Fr. Costas and Presvytera Nicole Keares

Archon Michael Kusturiss

Mary Demos Lofton & Max Lofton

Christos Miliotes, Archon Hartophilax

Michael and Kalliopi Missios

Protopresbyter Panteleimon & Georgia Papadopoulos

Dean George Pappas Family, Annunciation Cathedral, Houston, Texas

Prayerful wishes for a productive Congress!
Professor Lewis J. Patsavos
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INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Paul Pavlides, Manhasset, NY

The Pavlides Family of Albuquerque, New Mexico

Pan Rhodian Society of America “Apollon”

Louie & Irene Politis

Mr. and Mrs. John Politis

Continued Renewal and Unity! 
Arthur N. Poly

Thomas L. & Mary L. Pruit join in celebrating 100 years in America!

Congratulations on 100 years of being true to our faith. 
Drs. Nicholas & Carol Rotas

E. John & Cleo Rumpakis, Oregon

God’s blessings to all who serve our Archdiocese
George & Elizabeth Spanos

Heartfelt congratulations on the 100th anniversary of our beloved Archdiocese.  
I am honored to be part of this historic celebration.   

Dina Theodosakis

Congratulations to our beloved Archdiocese! We pray our Lord continues  
to bestow wisdom, love, faith, unity and charity in its ministry and service.

Dr. Larry & Tina Thomas and Family

Fr. George & Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis & Family

Helen D. Tsintolas, Rockville, MD

May we thrive for at least another 100 years!  
Rita Vasilakis

John & Anna Vratsinas

Our best wishes for a most successful Clergy-Laity Congress!  
Constantine & Bessie Vrettos









LEGACYLEGACY
The foundation upon which we are built;

RENEWALRENEWAL
Our activities and energies in the present moment;

UNITYUNITY
The ever-expanding embrace of the Church 

as an inclusive environment in which all are welcome -
to the degree they embrace the 

truth of God’s love for all of creation.

Keynote Address of 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

July 4, 2022


